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P R E F A C E
T h is  to p ic  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  to m e  in  N o v e m b e r  1968  by  m y  
m a jo r  p r o f e s s o r  and a d v i s e r  a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y ,
D r . J . P r e s t o n  M o o r e .  A t th e  t im e ,  1 w a s  f a m i l i a r  w ith  
L u c a s  A la m a n  o n ly  a s  an  h i s t o r ia n  and a c o n s e r v a t iv e  M e x ic a n  
p o l i t ic ia n ,  and had no in k lin g  of h is  o v e r - a l l  im p o r t a n c e  in  the  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f M e x ic a n  d ip lo m a c y  du rin g  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .  Due to th e  f a c t  that A la m a n 's  c a r e e r  w a s  
s u c h  a m y s t e r y  to m e ,  I a g r e e d  to  u n d erta k e  a  s tu d y  o f  th is  
c a r e e r  a s  it  a f f e c t e d  M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t io n s .
It s o o n  b e c a m e  e v id e n t  th at A la m a n 's  r o le  in  M e x ic a n - U n i te d  
S ta te s  c o n ta c t  had r e m a in e d  a m y s t e r y  to m o s t  U n ited  S ta te s  
s c h o l a r s  w ho h a v e  d e a lt  w ith  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .  T h e r e  
a r e  no s e c o n d a r y  s tu d ie s  in  E n g l i s h  of A la m a n  o r  h i s  w ork ,  
nor h a v e  an y  a r t i c l e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c o n c e r n in g  h im  a p p e a r e d  in  
the le a d in g  s c h o l a r l y  jo u r n a ls .  In v iew  of h i s  im p o r t a n c e  in  
fo r m u la t in g  M e x ic a n  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  b e tw e e n  1821 and 1853, 
th is  la c k  o f in f o r m a t io n  on A la m a n  a t  p r e s e n t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  
ga p  in  the s c h o la r s h ip  r e la t in g  to M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S t a te s  a f f a ir s
during th e  n in e tee n th  c en tu r y .
P r e l i m i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l e d  th at A la m a n 's  r o le  in  
M e x ic a n - U n i te d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  is  g e n e r a l l y  a c k n o w le d g e d  to 
a c e r t a i n  point. H o w e v e r ,  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  
b e tw e e n  1824  and 1853 i s  not e m p h a s iz e d .  T h e r e  i s ,  I th ink,  
a r e a s o n  fo r  th is  la c k  o f e m p h a s i s - - a  p a u c ity  of m a n u s c r ip t  
m a t e r i a l s  h a m p e r s  th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  A s  I h a v e  p o in ted  out in  
the bod y  of th is  t r e a t i s e ,  e v e n  in  M e x ic o  C ity  o n e  has d i f f ic u l ty  
u n c o v e r in g  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  A la m a n 's  
d e a l in g s  w ith  th e  U n ited  S t a te s .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  tr u e  in  
v iew  of th e  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of the A r c h iv o  de R e la c io n e s  
E x t e r i o r e s ,  about w h ic h  m o r e  l a t e r .  But e v e n  m o r e  s ig n i f ic a n t  
w a s the a tt itu d e  of A la m a n  h im s e l f .
A f te r  tw o and o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  o f r e s e a r c h ,  I a m  c o n v in c e d  
that AlameLn in te n t io n a l ly  c u l t iv a te d  h is  r o le  a s  a m a n  in  the  
b a ck g ro u n d , w h ic h  h e  c e r t a in ly  w a s  not. H e a p p a r e n t ly  h op ed  
to be r e m e m b e r e d  fo r  h is  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t in g s ,  not for  h is  
p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  T h u s , he m a d e  no e f fo r t  to  k e e p  d ia r ie s  or  
to  e x p r e s s  h is  p o l i t i c a l  v ie w s  in  h is  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  that m a t e r i a l  w h ic h  i s  a v a i la b le  l e a v e s  no doubt 
a s  to  the im p o r t a n c e  of h is  r o le  in  M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  
r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  1824  and 1853. A s  one o f th e  b e t t e r  e d u c a te d
and m o r e  ca p a b le  M e x ic a n s  o f  h is  t im e ,  h e  w a s  a b le  to  m o ld  
h is  n a t io n 's  d ip lo m a t ic  th in k in g  to w a r d  the U n ited  S t a te s  in  
th e  f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the n in e te e n th  c en tu r y .
I ow e  d eb ts  o f  g r a t i tu d e  to  m a n y  fo r  the a id  and a s s i s t a n c e  
th ey  h a v e  g iv e n  m e  du rin g  the p a s t  tw o y e a r s .  To D r .  M o o re ,  I 
ow e m o r e  than  c a n  be r e p a id .  I a l s o  ow e  m y  a p p r e c ia t io n  to  
D r .  Jane L . D eG ru m m o n d , w h o  s e r v e d  a s  the s e c o n d  r e a d e r  
o f  the m a n u s c r ip t  in  r o u g h - d r a f t  fo r m .  W hat m e r i t s  o f  s ty le  
an d  fo r m  m a y  be e x h ib i te d  by  th is  w o r k  a r e  due to th e  i m p r o v e ­
m e n t s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  D r .  M o o re  and D r , D e G ru m m o n d . A l l  
e r r o r s  of o m i s s i o n  and c o m m i s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a in  m in e  
a lo n e .
I a m  in d eb ted  as  w e l l  to  the  o th er  m e m b e r s  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y  h i s t o r y  f a c u l t y  w ho h ave  c o m p r i s e d  m y  d o c to r a l  
c o m m i t t e e - - D r . John L . L o o s ,  D r . T. H a r r y  W i l l i a m s ,  and  
D r .  W a lte r  C. R i c h a r d s o n - - a n d  to  D r . R o b e r t  C. W e s t  o f  the 
D e p a r tm e n t  of G e o g ra p h y  and A n th ro p o lo g y .  If I can , in  fu ture ,  
m a in ta in  s i m i l a r  h ig h  s ta n d a r d s  a s  t h e ir s ,  y e t  r e m a in  a w a r e  o f  
th e  d ig n ity  o f  the s tu d en t  a s  th e y  h a v e ,  th en  I s h a l l  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  
a s  an  h i s t o r ia n  and t e a c h e r .
F o r  th e ir  c o o p e r a t io n  in  f in d in g  m a t e r i a l s ,  m a k in g  v a lu a b le  
s u g g e s t i o n s ,  and c o r r e s p o n d in g  w ith  m e ,  I a m  g r a t e f u l  to  the  
s t a f f  m e m b e r s  o f  the L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y ,  the
U n iv e r s i t y  of T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  and the  D e lta  S ta te  C o l le g e  L ib r a r y .  
In d iv id u a ls  to w h o m  I a m  e s p e c i a l l y  o b l ig a te d  due to  th e ir  
a s s i s t a n c e  a r e  M is s  G lo r ia  G r a ja le s ,  M a n u sc r ip t  C u r a to r  o f  
the B ib l io t e c a  N a c io n a l  in  M ex ic o  C ity ; John L in d  o f  the S e a r c h  
D iv i s io n  of the N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  in  W a sh in g to n , D . C. ; M ark  
G. E ck h off ,  D ir e c t o r  o f  th e  L e g i s la t iv e ,  J u d ic ia l ,  and D ip lo ­
m a t i c  R e c o r d s  D iv i s io n  of the N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ;  P a u l  L.
H effron , A c t in g  C h ie f  o f  th e  M a n u sc r ip t  D iv i s io n  o f  the L ib r a r y  
o f  C o n g r e s s  in  W a sh in g to n , D. C. ; and, R a fa e l  A le jo  and  
M ig u e l  C a p is t r a n  of th e  H e m e r o t e c a  N a c io n a l  in  M e x ic o  C ity .
M r s .  A l l e n  D e n n is ,  w if e  of m y  f r ie n d  and c o l le a g u e  at  
D e lta  S ta te  C o l le g e ,  ty p e d  the f in a l  d r a f t  o f  the m a n u s c r ip t ,  
a th a n k le s s  ta sk , and h e r  c o m p e te n c e  and d i l ig e n c e  a r e  e x e m p la r y .  
F in a l ly ,  I w i s h  to  a c k n o w le d g e  m y  d e e p  g r a t itu d e  and a p p r e c ia t io n  
to m y  w ife ,  Dana, w ho h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c te d  to r a th e r  s e v e r e  s t r a in s  
and te n s io n s  s in c e  I c o m m e n c e d  m y  g ra d u a te  s tu d y  f iv e  y e a r s  ago ,  
but w ho h a s  p e r s e v e r e d  th ro u g h  it  a l l .
F ilm ed  a s  r e c e iv e d  
w i th o u t  p a g e ( s )  v-h  >
UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS.
ABSTRACT
T he d e v e lo p m e n t  of M e x ic a n -U n ite d  S ta te s  d ip lo m a tic  
r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  1824 and 1853 i s  one o f the m o r e  s ig n if ic a n t  
o c c u r r e n c e s  in the h i s t o r y  o f  h e m is p h e r ic  d ip lo m a c y .  U n ited  
S ta te s  in t e r e s t  in  th e  in d ep en d e n c e  o f L atin  A m e r ic a  during  
the  e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  the n in e tee n th  c en tu ry  w a s  ev ident; h o w e v e r ,  
it w a s  the p o l i c y  o f  that g o v e rn m e n t  to  r e fr a in  fr o m  o f f ic ia l  
r e c o g n it io n  o f th e  new  r e p u b l ic s  u n til  t h e ir  in d ep en d en ce  w a s  
a s s u r e d .  In fo l lo w in g  th is  p o l ic y ,  the  U n ited  S ta tes  soon  d i s ­
c o v e r e d  that c e r ta in  p r o b le m s  r e s u l t e d ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  r e f e r e n c e  
to th e  n e a r e s t  o f  th e s e  n a t io n s ,  M ex ic o .
T h e  M e x ic a n  in d ep en d en ce  m o v e m e n t  w a s  in i t ia te d  in  1810  
b y  the  H idalgo  r e v o l t  and c u lm in a te d  in  1821. U n ited  S ta tes  
r e c o g n it io n  o f M e x ic o 's  in d ep en d en ce  c a m e  in  1822; h o w e v e r ,  
due to  c e r ta in  d o m e s t ic  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  an o f f ic ia l  
A m e r ic a n  m i n i s t e r  w a s  not s en t  to  M ex ic o  u n ti l  1825. T h is
ix
m an , J o e l  It, P o in s e t t ,  w a s  an  exp on en t o f  d e m o c r a c y  and of  
f e d e r a l i s m ,  and he d i s c o v e r e d  that the s i tu a t io n  in  M e x ic o  w a s  
not what he  had a n t ic ip a te d .
A lth ough  the M e x ic a n s  in  1824 d ra fted  a c o n s t i tu t io n  s im i la r  
to  that of the U n ited  S ta te s ,  th er e  w e r e  e l e m e n t s  w h ic h  w e r e  
a d v e r se  to the r ep u b lica n  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  thus in au gu rated .  
One of the l e a d e r s  of th e s e  p eo p le  w a s  L u ca s  A lam an , a c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  p o l i t ic ia n  n oted  for  h is  in t e l l ig e n c e  and a b il i ty ,  and  
in  1825 the M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s .  Borrj in  1792 in  
Guanajuato, he w a s  an a s tu te ,  e n e r g e t ic  m a n  w ho had spent  
the p e r io d  b e tw e e n  1814 and 1820 tr a v e l in g  and stud y ing  in  
E u rop e, s e r v in g  in 1821 a s  a  M ex ic a n  d e le g a te  to the Sp an ish  
C o r te s .  B e c a u s e  of h is  e x p o s u r e  to  the p r e v a i l in g  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
E u rop ean  d o c tr in e s  of the day, and b e c a u s e  of th e  im p r e s s io n  
m a d e  upon h im  in  h is  youth  by the H id a lgo  r e v o lt ,  A la m a n  w a s  
s u s p ic io u s  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  He fa v o r e d  a c e n t r a l i s t - c o n s e r v a t iv e  
s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t .  T h u s, he d id  not t r u s t  the U n ited  S ta te s  
b e c a u s e  of i t s  p o s i t io n  as  the lead in g  d e m o c r a t ic  n a t ion  in  the  
w o r ld .
A la m a n  w a s  c o n v in c e d  that the U nited  S ta te s  w a s  an  
a g g r e s s o r  w h ic h  h a d  in  m in d  land a g g r a n d iz e m e n t  at h is  
n ation 's  e x p e n s e .  T h is  w a s  h is  ou t look  a s  he in a u g u ra ted  h is
X
n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  P o in s e t t .  It w o u ld  r e m a in  h i s  o p in io n  th ro u g h ­
out h is  c a r e e r  a s  he  d e a lt  in t e r m it t e n t ly  w ith  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t .  M o r e o v e r ,  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n s  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  
s e e m e d  to  c o n f ir m  A la m a n 's  s u s p ic io n s ,  fo r  the m a jo r  p o l i c y  
p u r s u e d  by  that g o v e r n m e n t  during  i t s  d ip lo m a t ic  n e g o t ia t io n s  
b e t w e e n  1825 and 1844  w a s  the a c q u is i t i o n  of T e x a s ,  a  p r o v in c e  
of M e x ic o .
In  h is  d e a l in g s  w ith  P o i n s e t t  in  1825, and w ith  A nthony  
B u tle r  in  1 8 3 0 -1 8 3 2 ,  A la m a n  a s  M in is t e r  for  F o r e i g n  A f fa ir s  
r e s i s t e d  A m e r i c a n  a t t e m p ts  to  g a in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f T e x a s .  In  
1830, he  p r o m u lg a te d  a C o lo n iz a t io n  L aw  w h ich  w a s  fo r  the  
p u r p o se  of p r e v e n t in g  fu r th e r  A m e r i c a n  c o lo n iz a t io n  in  T e x a s .  
A ls o ,  th is  law w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  in t im id a te  A n g lo - S a x o n s  a lr e a d y  
in  T e x a s  so  th at th e y  w o u ld  le a v e  th e  a r e a .  H o w e v e r ,  the p o l i c y  
o n ly  a n ta g o n iz e d  the T e x a s  s e t t l e r s .  D ue to  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  
in s t a b i l i t y  in  1 8 3 5 -1 8 3 6 ,  T e x a s  s e c u r e d  i t s  in d e p e n d e n c e .
B e t w e e n  1836 and 1844, th is  p r o b le m  d o m in a te d  M e x ic a n -  
U n ited  S ta te s  d ip lo m a c y .  M e x ic o  r e f u s e d  to a c k n o w le d g e  T e x a n  
in d e p e n d e n c e  and w o r k e d  to  p r e v e n t  a n n e x a t io n  o f th a t  r e g io n  
to th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  On th e  o th er  hand, the U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  p u r s u e d  a  p o l i c y  of a n n e x a t io n .  A n i m o s i t i e s  i n ­
c r e a s e d  u n t i l  th e y  c u lm in a te d  in  the M e x ic a n  W ar . A fte r  that
c o n te s t ,  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  a b s o r b e d  n e a r ly  o n e - h a l f  of M e x i c o 1 
d o m a in .  The M e x ic a n  p e o p le ,  a d h er in g  to  A la m a n 's  a n t i -  
A m e r i c a n  p r in c ip l e s ,  r e t a in e d  s u s p ic io n  o f  t h e ir  n o r th e r n  
n e ig h b o r ,  a  s u s p ic io n  w h ic h  la s t e d  th ro u g h o u t the n in e tee n th  
c e n tu r y .
C H A P T E R  I
A  B R IE F  P A N O R A M A  O F M E X IC A N -  
U N IT E D  S T A T E S  R E L A T IO N S
1 8 2 5 -1 8 5 3
O ff ic ia l  U n ite d  S ta te s  r e a c t i o n  to  the in d e p e n d e n c e  m o v e ­
m e n t s  of the v a r ip u s  S p a n i s h - A m e r ic a n  and P o r t u g u e s e -  
A m e r i c a n  c o l o n ie s  b e tw e e n  1808  and 1825 p r e s e n t s  one o f the  
m o r e  in t e r e s t in g  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o b le m s  in  the r e a l m  o f  h e m is p h e r i c  
r e la t io n s .  A  r e l a t i v e l y  new n a t io n  i t s e l f ,  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
v ie w e d  su c h  u n d e r ta k in g s  to  the so u th  w ith  m ix e d  e m o t io n s .  
C e r t a in ly  t h e s e  p e o p le s  s e e k in g  n a t io n a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  w e r e  
a d m ir e d  and v i c a r i o u s l y  e n c o u r a g e d ;  at the s a m e  t im e ,  th e r e  
w a s  an  o b v io u s  r e lu c t a n c e  on  the p a r t  o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  to  b e c o m e  to o  in v o lv e d  in  the a f f a ir s  o f  t h e s e  
e m e r g in g  s o u th e r n  n a t io n s .  *
^An e x c e l l e n t  and s c h o l a r l y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th is  U n ited  
S t a t e s  a tt itu d e  i s  fou nd  in  the s e c o n d  ch a p ter  o f  S a m u e l  F la g g  
B e m i s 1 T he L a t in - A m e r ic a n  P o l i c y  of the U n ite d  S t a t e s : A n  
H i s t o r i c a l  I n te r p r e ta t io n  (T he N o r to n  L ib r a r y ;  N ew  Y ork , 1967),  
3 1 - 4 7 ,  p a s s i m .
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N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the p o s s i b i l i t y  th at G r e a t  B r i t a in  w o u ld  ta k e  
a d v a n ta g e  o f a d i s o r g a n iz e d  s i tu a t io n  in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  lu c r a t iv e  
tr a d e  in r o a d s  th ro u g h o u t  L a t in  A m e r i c a  g a v e  im p e t u s  to  U n ited  
S t a te s  d e te r m in a t io n  to ta k e  a  m o r e  a c t iv e  p art in  th e  un fo ld ing  
L a tin  A m e r i c a n  d r a m a .  O f p a r t ic u la r  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  N orth  
A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in  th is  r e s p e c t  w a s  the n e a r e s t  o f  the  
m a jo r  S p a n ish  A m e r i c a n  d i s s e n t e r s .  D ue to  p r o x im ity ,  M ex ic o ,  
or  N u e v a  E sp a fia  p r io r  to  th e  o u tb rea k  of r e v o lu t io n ,  w ou ld  
u n q u e s t io n a b ly  b e  the m o s t  l o g i c a l  a r e a  in  w h ic h  th e  U n ited  
S t a te s  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  p o l i t i c a l  and tr a d e  t i e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  the  
M e x ic a n  r e g io n  w a s  c o n t ig u o u s  w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  a n o th er  
f a c to r  w h ic h  w o u ld  s e r v e  to  en h a n ce  c l o s e  r e la t io n s .
It g o e s  w ith o u t  sa y in g  th at su ch  r e la t io n s ,  w h e th e r  o f  a  
p o l i t i c a l  or  a n  e c o n o m ic  n a tu r e ,  o r  both, w e r e  c o n fr o n ted  
w ith  o b s t a c l e s  f r o m  th e  in i t ia l  s t a g e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  th e  o b v io u s  
c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  l in g u i s t i c  d iv e r s i t y .  A ls o  n o tew o r th y  w a s  the h i s t o r i c a l  
b a c k g r o u n d  of U n ite d  S ta te s  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  w h ic h  w a s  in  la r g e  
m e a s u r e  one o f  s t a b i l i t y .  U n lik e  i t s  n o r th e r n  n e ig h b o r ,  M e x ic o  
had not b e e n  s u b j e c te d  to  a  p e r io d  o f  S a lu ta r y  N e g l e c t  during  
w h ic h  t im e  a  s e l f - - s u f f i c i e n c y  cou ld  b e  n u rtu red  and exp an d ed .  
The r e v o lu t io n  in  M e x ic o  b e g a n  a s  a  c l a s s  w a r  b e t w e e n  F r i a r  
M ig u e l  H id a lg o 's  r a g g e d ,  ig n o r a n t  In d ian  f o l lo w e r s  and the
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h a te d  I b e r ia n - b o r n  p e n i n s u l a r e s , and la t e r  th e  A m e r i c a n - b o r n  
c r e o l e s .  O nly  in  the c o u r s e  o f  a  d e c a d e  had  the d ir e c t io n  o f  
the  M e x ic a n  u p r is in g  s h i f t e d  to w a r d  a  d e s i r e  fo r  n a t ion h ood  
and s o v e r e ig n t y .  E v e n  then , the  n e w ly - in d e p e n d e n t  n a t ion  w a s  
s u b j e c te d  to  the  b r i e f  but lu d ic r o u s  s p e c t a c l e  o f  A g u s tm  I tu r b id e 's  
s e l f - i m p o s e d  m o n a r c h y  f r o m  M ay to  D e c e m b e r ,  1822. 2
A s  a r e s u l t  o f  the su d d en  t r a n s i t io n  f r o m  a  to t a l ly  s u p p r e s s e d  
and c o m p le t e ly  r e g u la t e d  S p a n ish  c o lo n y  to  a  s o v e r e i g n  n a tion  
w ith in  a s h o r t  t h i r t e e n - y e a r  p e r io d ,  M e x ic o  w a s  u n p r e p a r e d  fo r  
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and c o m p l i c a t io n s  w h ic h  a c c o m p a n ie d  i n ­
d e p e n d e n c e .  T hus b e g a n  a lo n g  p e r io d  of f r u s t r a t io n  and d i s ­
r u p t io n  w h ic h  c r ip p le d  M e x ic o  th rou gh ou t m o s t  of th e  n in e te e n th  
c e n tu r y .  S ig n i f ic a n t ly ,  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the p e r io d  w a s  m a d e  
e v e n  m o r e  d i f f ic u l t  a s  a r e s u l t  of r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s .  A c c o r d in g  to  a n  e m in e n t  M e x ic a n  h is t o r ia n ,  i t  w a s  
d u rin g  th e  I tu r b id e  in t e r lu d e  th at u n o f f ic ia l  r e la t io n s  b e t w e e n  
the U n ited  S t a t e s  and M e x ic o  w e r e  in i t ia te d ,  for  a t  that t im e  
the M e x ic a n s  d e s i r e d  to  m a k e  c o n ta c t  w ith  f o r e ig n  n a t io n s .
^See  L e s l e y  B y r d  S im p s o n 's  l i v e ly  a c c o u n t  o f  M e x ic o 's  
tr o u b le d  in d e p e n d e n c e  s t r u g g le  and I tu r b id e 's  r e ig n  in  M any  
M e x ic o s  (4 th  ed . r e v .  ; B e r k e le y ,  1967), 2 0 6 - 2 2 9 ,  p a s s i m . 
I tu r b id e 's  s t o r y  i s  to ld  in  W i l l ia m  S. R o b e r t s o n 's  Itu rb jd e  
o f  M e x ic o  (D u rh a m , N . C . , 1952).
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Then, du rin g  the t e r m  o f  M e x ic o ' s  f i r s t  d u l y - e l e c t e d  c h ie f  
e x e c u t iv e ,  G uadalupe V ic t o r ia ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  th o u g h t th a t  c o n ­
ta c t  w i th  the U n ited  S t a te s  s e e m e d  d e s t in e d  to  b r in g  abou t  
b e n e f i c ia l  r e s u l t s  fo r  b o th  n a t io n s ,  M e x ic o  tu r n e d  to  in t r o ­
s p e c t io n .  T hus, th e  e a r ly  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  the tw o  c o u n ­
t r i e s ,  r e c o n s i d e r e d  a f t e r  M e x ic o ' s  s e l f - a n a l y s i s  and s u b s e q u e n t  
c o n c lu s io n s ,  l e d  to  U n ited  S t a t e s - r e l a t e d  p r o b le m s  pf g r e a t  
c o n s e q u e n c e  fo r  the n ew  n a t io n  and c r e a t e d  c e r t a in  p a t te r n s  
o f  d ip lo m a c y  du rin g  the  f i r s t  f i f ty  y e a r s  of the n in e te e n th  
c e n tu r y .  ^
In  th e  in i t ia l  p e r io d  o f M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S ta te s  a f f i l ia t io n ,  
i t  s o o n  b e c a m e  e v id e n t  f r o m  the  M e x ic a n  v ie w p o in t  th at the  
n o r th e r n  n e ig h b o r  w a s  not th e  h u m a n ita r ia n  nor the b e n e v o le n t  
f r ie n d  tha,t i t  h ad  a t  f i r s t  im p l ie d .  The U n ite d  S t a te s  a p p a r e n t ly  
w a s  d e t e r m in e d  to ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  of M e x ic o ' s  p o s t - r e v o lu t io n a r y  
s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  d i s o r d e r ,  and to m a k e  the  m o s t  o f  a  good  
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  s p e c i f i c  g a in s ,
A t th is  t im e  th e  s i tu a t io n  in  M e x ic o  l e f t  s o m e th in g  to  be  
d e s ir e d ,  fo r  the n a t iv e  M e x ic a n  p r e s id e n t s  w e r e  fo r  th e  m o s t  
p a r t  l e s s  than  a c c e p t a b le  im p r o v e m e n t s  o v e r  m a n y  o f  the
^ C a r lo s  B o s c h  G a r c ia ,  M a te r ia l  p a r a  la  h i s t o r ia  d ip lo m a t ic a  
de M e x ic o  (M e x ic o  y  lo s  E s t a d o s  U n id o s ,  1 8 2 0 -1 8 4 8 )  (M e x ico ,
D7 F .  , 1957), 9 .
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S p a n ish  v i c e r o y s ;  in d ee d ,  th e  e a r ly  c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e s  o f  the
i
n eop h yte  n a t io n  w e r e  m o r e  c o r r e c t l y  d ic ta t o r s  w h o  e x e r c i z e d  
c o m p le te  c o n tr o l  o v e r  th e  p e o p le .  One m a n  in  p a r t ic u la r ,
A n to n io  L o p e z  de Santa  A nn a, d o m in a te d  M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s  b e tw e e n  
1830 and 1850, th e  p e r io d  o f  s o  m u c h  a n t a g o n is m  b e t w e e n  M e x ic o  
and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  4  U nd er  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  w a s  not  
s u r p r i s in g  th at q u ib b lin g s  and  m is u n d e r s t a n d in g s  b e t w e e n  the  
two n a t io n s  m a t e r ia l i z e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  the p e r io d  f r o m  1825  
to  1829; fu r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  a l t e r c a t io n s  f o r m e d  th e  b a s i s  fo r  
m a n y  o f  the s e e m in g ly  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  
b e c o m e  m o r e  s e r io u s  d u rin g  the n ex t tw o  d e c a d e s .  In d eed , the  
w o r s t  f e a r s  and s u s p ic io n s  w h ic h  M e x ic o  h a r b o r e d  in  r e f e r e n c e  
to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w o u ld  b e  c o n f ir m e d  in  t h e s e  n e x t  tw en ty
^ A lfr e d  H oyt B i l l ,  R e h e a r s a l  fo r  C o n f l i c t : T h e  W ar w ith  
M e x ic o  1 8 4 6 -1 8 4 8  (N ew  Y o rk , 1947), 75. V a lu a b le  fo r  the  
p e r io d  of t im e  un der  c o n s id e r a t io n  in  th is  s tu d y  a r e  tw o  b r ie f  
but in f o r m a t iv e  and w e l l - w r i t t e n  e x a m in a t io n s  o f  g e n e r a l  
M e x ic a n  d ip lo m a c y  and M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  d ip lo m a c y ,  
r e s p e c t iv e ly :  A n ton io  de  la  P e n a  y R e y e s ,  L a  d ip lo m a c ia  
m e x i c a n a : pequefia  r e v i s t a  h i s t o r i c o , T o m o  I e n  la  s e r i e  
A r c h iv o  h i s t o r i c o  d ip lo m a t ic o  m e x ic a n o  (M e x ic o ,  D . F . , 
1 9 2 3 -  ), and S tu a r t  A le x a n d e r  M a c C o r k le ,  " A m e r ic a n
P o l i c y  o f  R e c o g n it io n  T o w a r d s  M e x ic o ,  11 The Joh n s H opk ins  
U n iv e r s i t y  S tu d ie s  in  H i s t o r i c a l  and  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e , LI 
(1933) , 3 0 1 - 4 1 9 .
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y e a r s . ^
T h e r e  w e r e  m y r ia d  c a u s e s  fo r  the h o s t i l i t i e s  and i r r i t a t io n s  
w h ic h  e m e r g e d  in  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the n in e tee n th  cen tu r y ,  and no 
p u r p o se  w o u ld  be  s e r v e d  by  an  a t te m p t  to l e v y  b la m e  and to  c a t e ­
g o r i z e  s p e c i f i c  fa u x  p a s  on the p a r t  of e a c h  nation . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
fo r  a b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the p a r t  w h ic h  L u c a s  A la m a n  would-  
p lay , and the in f lu e n c e  he  w o u ld  w ie ld  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  M e x ic o 's  
o u tlook  c o n c e r n in g  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  c e r t a in  p r o b le m s  w a r r a n t  
e x a m in a t io n .  F o r  th e  m o s t  p art,  the b a s i c  c a u s e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  
had to  do w ith  t e r r i t o r i a l  and b o u n d a ry  a d j u s tm e n ts .
D u r in g  the th r e e  c e n t u r ie s  o f  S p a n ish  c o lo n ia l  c o n tr o l ,
S p a n ish  o f f i c ia l s  had p u sh ed  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  M e x ic o  n o r th w a rd  
u n til  C a l i fo r n ia  and the p r e s e n t - d a y  s o u t h w e s t e r n  U n ited  S ta te s  
w e r e  in c lu d e d  a s  p a r t  of the M e x ic a n  c o lo n y .  L i t t l e  e f fo r t  w a s
^ W ill ia m  R. M anning, E a r ly  D ip lo m a t ic  R e la t io n s  B e t w e e n  
the U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o  ( B a l t im o r e ,  1916), ix .  T h is  m o n o ­
grap h , in  s p ite  of i t s  e a r l y  p u b l ic a t io n  d a te , i s  one o f the tw o m o s t  
o u tsta n d in g  s tu d ie s  d e a l in g  w ith  M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s .  
The o th er  w o r k  i s  G e o r g e  L o c k h a r t  R iv e s '  The U n ited  S t a te s  and  
M e x ic o  1 8 2 1 - 1 8 4 8 : A  H is t o r y  of the R e la t io n s  B e t w e e n  th e  Two  
C o u n tr ie s  f r o m  the In d e p e n d en ce  o f  M e x ic o  to the C lo s e  o f  the  
W ar w ith  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  (2 v o l s .  ; N ew  Y ork , 1913). T w o m o r e  
r e c e n t  s tu d ie s  on  th is  s u b je c t  a r e  C a r lo s  B o s c h  G a r c ia ' s  H is t o r ia  
de la s  r e l a c i o n e s  e n tr e  M e x ic o  y  L o s  E s t a d o s  U n id os  1 8 1 9 -1 8 4 8  
(M e x ic o ,  D. F .  , 1961), and A lb e r to  M a r ia  C a r r e n o 's  La  
d ip lo m a c ia  e x t r a o r d in a r ia  e n tr e  M e x ic o  y  L o s  E s t a d o s  U n id os
1 7 8 9 -  1947  (2 v o l s . ,  seg u n d a  e d ic i6 n ;  M e x ic o ,  D . F .  , 1961).
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m a d e  th ro u g h o u t the c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  to s e t t l e  the v a s t  a r e a s  n orth  
o f  th e  R io  B r a v o  d e l  N o r te ;  in  fa c t ,  n o r th e r n  M e x ic o  p r o p e r  w a s  
but s p a r s e l y  p o p u la ted  a s  la te  a s  the r e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r io d .  T he  
n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  M e x ic a n  n a t io n  g a v e  no in d ic a t io n  th at it  had  
any m o r e  d e s i r e  to  p op u la te  the n o r th e r n  r e g io n s  th an  h ad  Sp a in .  
E v e n  i f  th e r e  had  e x i s t e d  a d e s i r e  on  the p a r t  of M e x ic o ,  th er e  
w e r e  not en ou gh  M e x ic a n s  to  u n d erta k e  s u c h  a ta s k .  T he M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  f i l l  up t h e s e  a r e a s  o n ly  if  c o lo n iz a t io n  w a s  e n ­
c o u r a g e d  f r o m  w ith o u t  M e x ic o  p r o p e r ,  T e x a s ,  C a l i fo r n ia ,  and  
N ew  M e x ic o  w e r e  n e a r ly  a s  far  r e m o v e d  fr o m  a c tu a l  M e x ic a n  
a u th o r ity  a s  w a s ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  O reg o n . ^
B y  th e  t im e  o f the fa i t  a c c o m p l i  of M e x ic a n  in d ep en d e n c e ,  
the v a s t  e x p a n s e  o f  T e x a s  w a s  a lr e a d y  a t t r a c t in g  p io n e e r s  f r o m  
the M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  r e g io n ,  and t h e s e  h a r d y  p e o p le s  e n ­
c o u n te r e d  few  b a r r i e r s  to p r e v e n t  th e ir  p e n e tr a t io n  o f th e  
T e x a s  p la in .  In  a d d it io n  to the e a s e  w ith  w h ic h  the s e t t l e r s  
c o u ld  p u sh  in to  th o s e  e m p ty  s p a c e s  on M e x ic o 's  n o r t h e a s t e r n  
fr in g e ,  th e r e  w a s  an add ed  in c e n t iv e  o f  a  m o r e  c o m p le x  n a tu re .
A s  e a r l y  a s  the 1 8 2 0 's  a  f e e l in g ,  qu ite  su b t le ,  but d i s c e r n i b le  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th at th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w a s  d e s t in e d  to  s p r e a d  it s
^ B e m is ,  L a t in - A m e r ic a n  P o l i c y  of the U n ited  S ta te s ,  75.
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p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  th ro u g h o u t th e  h e m is p h e r e  w a s  e x ­
p r e s s e d  by  n u m e r o u s  A m e r i c a n s .   ̂ T h is  o u tlo o k  p la y e d  an  i m ­
p o r ta n t  p a r t  in  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  r e ­
la t io n s ,  and it  e i th e r  d ir e c t ly  or in d ir e c t ly  a f f e c te d  the c o u r s e  
o f  d ip lo m a c y  b e tw e e n  th e  two n a t io n s  th rou gh ou t the f i r s t  th r e e  
d e c a d e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l ia t io n .
In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  the m i s s i o n - d e s t i n y  c o m p le x  fou nd  in  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  e v in c e d  nothing w h ic h  co u ld  be  c a l l e d  b e n e f i c ia l  
or  e n r ic h in g  in s o fa r  a s  M e x ic o  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  Y e t  a t  that  
p e r io d  o f  t im e ,  the M e x ic a n  n a t ion  w a s  not on e  w h ic h  w ou ld  
e n g e n d e r  any  g r e a t  am o u n t of r e s p e c t  am on g  c i t i z e n s  of the  
U n ited  S t a te s ,  w ho lo o k e d  upon it  a s  qu ite  b a c k w a r d . A s B o s c h  
G a r c ia  n o ted , a f t e r  o f f i c ia l  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the  
U n ited  S t a te s  w e r e  in i t ia te d ,  and a f t e r  M an u el Z o z a y a  w a s  s e n t  
in  1822 to  r e p r e s e n t  h is  n a t ion  in  W a sh in g to n , M e x ic a n s  l e a r n e d  
th at th e  U n ited  S ta te s  p o p u la ce  in  g e n e r a l  c o n s id e r e d  the p e o p le  
o f  L a t in  A m e r i c a  to b e  in f e r io r .  M o r e o v e r ,  the U n ited  S ta te s
?Ibid. The id e a  th at the U n ited  S ta te s  w o u ld  b e  a " nest"  
f r o m  w h ic h  the c o n c e p t  o f  r e p u b l i c a n is m  w o u ld  b e  s p r e a d  w a s  
e x p r e s s e d  by  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  q u ite  e a r ly  in  th e  n a t io n 's  
h i s t o r y .  M o d if ic a t io n  o f the c o n c e p t  o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  the 1 8 2 0 's  
and 1830 's  u n t i l  i t  b e c a m e  the l e s s  i d e a l i s t i c  " m a n ife s t  d e s t in y "  
of th e  1 8 4 0 's .  F o r  a p e n e tr a t in g  a n a ly s i s  of the o v e r - a l l  c o m ­
p le x ,  c o n s u l t  F r e d e r i c k  A. M e r k 's  M a n ife s t  D e s t in y  and M i s s io n  
in  A m e r i c a n  H is to r y :  A  R e in te r p r e ta t io n  {N ew  Y o rk , 1963).
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s e e m e d  to a s s u m e  that s u c h  in f e r io r i t y  g a v e  N orth  A m e r i c a n s  
the r ig h t  to b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  the t e r r i t o r i a l  a f f a ir s  o f  the L atin  
A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s .  ® The s i tu a t io n  in  M e x ic o  w a s  su c h  th at the  
e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  f e e l in g s  on  the p art o f  U n ited  S ta te s  c i t i z e n s  
w a s  not e n t i r e ly  w ith ou t j u s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  a p e r io d  o f y e a r s .
P e o p le  o f  a b i l i ty  in  M ex ic o  g e n e r a l l y  a v o id e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty ,  
payin g  b la c k m a i l  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  s o  a s  not to  be th ro w n  w ith  the  
s e l f - m a d e  m i l i t a r y  m e n  w ho h ad  c o m e  to p o w er  during an d  a fter  
the  r e v o lu t io n .
M e a n w h ile ,  the co u n try  w a s  s u b je c te d  to  the m i s r u l e  of  
su c h  m e n  a s  San ta  A nna. T h e  fa c t  that th e  c r e o l e s  c o u ld  have  
c h a n g ed  s u c h  a  s ta te  o f  a f f a ir s  had th ey  but e x h ib ited  a  p it ta n c e  
o f  c i v i c  s p i r i t  m a d e  the s i tu a t io n  e v en  m o r e  d e p lo r a b le .  F o r  
the m o s t  p ar t ,  t h e s e  m e n  w e r e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  t h e ir  
c o m fo r ta b le  h a b its  of p a s t  g e n e r a t io n s  and had no p en ch a n t  
fo r  r e f o r m  or  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t iv i t y .  T h e r e  w e r e  e x c e p t io n s ,
On both  the c o n s e r v a t iv e  and th e  l ib e r a l  s i d e s ,  su ch  m e n  a s  
L u c a s  A la m a n  and V a le n t in  G o m e z  F a r i a s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  fought  
fo r  a b e t t e r  e x i s t e n c e  and a f in e r  c o u n try .  A lth ough  t h e i r  
m e th o d s  w e r e  a t t im e s  q u e s t io n a b le  and the r e s u l t s  o f  th e ir  
a c t io n s  to no a v a i l ,  t h e s e  m e n  w e r e  s i n c e r e  and p a t r io t i c .
® B osch  G a r c ia ,  H is t o r ia  de la s  r e l a c i o n e s ,  35.
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Had i t  not b e e n  fo r  th e ir  p r e s e n c e ,  M e x ic o  m ig h t  not h a v e  s u r ­
v iv e d  a s  a n a t ion . It h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d ,  in  fa c t ,  th at M e x ic a n  
s u r v iv a l  w a s  in d e e d  th e  r e s u l t  of a m i r a c l e ,  or  a s e r i e s  t h e r e ­
of. 9 M e x ic o  did  s u r v iv e ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t s  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  w a s  e x ­
t r e m e l y  h a z a r d o u s  a f t e r  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  a s  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  c o m ­
p o s i t io n  and n a tu re  of the g o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  the f a l l  o f  I tu rb id e .
W hen the d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  by the M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s  to  
o u s t  I t u r b id e , or  A g u s t m  I, in  D e c e m b e r  1822, th e r e  w a s  e v i ­
dent w ith in  th is  body  a d e t e r m in a t io n  to  g u a r a n te e  a s y s t e m  of  
o r d e r .  T e m p o r a r y  c o n tr o l  of M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s  w a s  p la c e d  w ith  
a m i l i t a r y  t r iu m v e r a t e  c o m p r i s e d  of N ic o la s  B r a v o ,  G uadalupe  
V ic t o r ia ,  and P e d r o  C e le s t in o  N e g r e t e ,  g e n e r a l s  a l l .  It w a s  
not y e t  b e l i e v e d  in  M e x ic o  that e x e c u t iv e  p o w er  c o u ld  s a f e ly  be  
d e p o s i te d  in  the h an d s  o f one m a n . The th r e e  g e n e r a l s  w e r e  
im b u e d  w ith  p a t r io t i s m ,  and th ey  a p p a r e n t ly  w e r e  w e l l  in ten -  
t ion ed ; h o w e v e r ,  t h e ir  fo r te  w a s  in  the r e a l m  of th in g s  m i l i t a r y .  
T h ey  u n d e r s to o d  th e  b a t t le f ie ld ,  but c i v i l  g o v e r n m e n t  m y s t i f i e d  
th em . I t  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th is  im p e r m a n e n t  P o d er
^ D a n ie l  J a m e s ,  M e x ic o  and the A m e r i c a n s  {N ew  Y ork,  
1963), 43 . In J a m e s '  w o r d s ,  " c o n s id e r in g  . . - th e  g r a v e  
d i s s e n s i o n s  th at th r e a te n e d  M e x ic o  f r o m  w ith in  and_the b e l l i ­
c o s e  p o w e r s  / t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  Spain , an d  F r a n c e /  that  
t h r e a te n e d  h e r  f r o m  w ith ou t, the s u r v iv a l  o f  the M e x ic a n  
s ta te  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d  m u s t  be  put dow n a s  a  v e r y  r e a l  
m i r a c l e  in d ee d .  "
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E je c u t iv o  to  appoint a  c a b in e t  to o v e r s e e  the r e q u is i t e  fu n c t io n s  
of g o v e r n m e n t .  T he s e v e r a l  m e n  s e l e c t e d  fo r  th is  ta s k  in  g e n e r a l  
w e r e  notab le  only  fo r  th e ir  d ea r th  o f  s k i l l s .  One of th em , though, 
w a s qu ite  c o m p eten t ,  and i t  w a s  fortu n ate  for  M ex ico  that L u ca s  
A la m a n  w a s  ap p o in ted  to the m o s t  im p o rta n t  p o s t  o f  M in is te r  for  
F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s .  He h e ld  th is  p o s i t io n  during the c r i t i c a l  p er io d  
b e tw e e n  A p r i l  1823 and F e b r u a r y  1824, p r io r  to the a d m in is tr a t io n  
of P r e s id e n t  V ic to r ia .  *0
A la m a n  w a s  c a p t iv a ted  w ith  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  but in d ep en d en t  
M ex ico  w a s  cau gh t up fo r  the m o m e n t  in  the fe r v o r  of r e p u b l ic a n ­
is m  and l ib e r a l i s m .  A la m a n 's  c o u n te r p a r ts  in  the l ib e r a l  group  
w e r e  M ig u e l R a m o s  A r iz p e  and G o m ez  F a r ia s ,  w ho w e r e  in ­
s tr u m e n ta l  in  d raw in g  up the C o n st itu t io n  of 1824, the f i r s t  of 
s e v e r a l  for  M ex ic o .  T h is  w a s  a ra th er  na ive  and in e f f e c t iv e  
docum en t, in  the m a in  p r e d ic a te d  upon the c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  the  
U nited  S ta te s .  F e d e r a l i s m  w a s  p ro m u lg a te d ,  but M ex ic o  w a s  
not p r e p a r e d  for  s u c h  sw e e p in g  f r e e d o m , a s  A la m a n  and the  
c e n t r a l i s t s  w a rn ed . H
lO H e r b e r t l .  P r i e s t ly ,  The M ex ica n  N ation: A  H is to r y  
(N ew  Y ork , 1926), 259; J a m e s ,  M ex ic o  and th e  A m e r i c a n s , 4 3 -4 4 .
l-^As M atias  R o m e r o  la te r  r e v ie w e d  th is  s itu a t io n , he c o n ­
c lu d ed  that "our C o n st itu t io n  o f  1824  w as  a d e c id e d  v ic t o r y  for  
the L ib e r a l  party, but v e r y  fa r  fr o m  b ein g  a f in a l  one . The  
C hu rch  p arty , though th en  d e fea ted , w a s  r e a l l y  the s tr o n g e r  of
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It s e e m e d  in  1 8 2 4  that the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  m a d e  
th e  d e c i s i o n  a s  to i t s  p o l i t i c a l  d ir e c t io n ,  th at i s ,  to p u r s u e  a  
d e m o c r a c y  s i m i l a r  to that in  th e’ U n ited  S t a t e s ,  B u t s u c h  w a s  
not th e  c a s e ,  for  M e x ic o ' s  f e d e r a l i s m  w a s  s u p e r f i c ia l .  The  
n a t io n  had s e t t l e d  on ly  the q u e s t io n  as  to w h e th e r  t h e r e  w o u ld  
be a r e p u b l ic  o r  a m o n a r c h y .  P o l i t i c a l  c l a s h e s  w o u ld  con tin u e  
to p la g u e  the s h a k y  r e p u b l ic  fo r  y e a r s  to c o m e ,  a ffo rd in g  in n u ­
m e r a b le  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  c la n d e s t in e  d ic t a t o r s h ip s ,  but d ic t a t o r ­
s h ip s  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  D uring  t h e s e  y e a r s  o f  tu r m o i l ,  the c o n s e r ­
v a t iv e  c e n t r a l i s t s  w o u ld  c la m o r  i n c e s s a n t l y  fo r  a s tr o n g  n a t io n a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  w h ic h  w o u ld  u n ify  and s t a b i l i z e  the  c o u n try  a s  a 
w h o le .  In d eed , San ta  A nna in t e r m it t e n t ly  to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  the  
c e n t r a l i s t - f e d e r a l i s t  c o n f l i c t  to  c o n tr o l  M e x ic o ' s  fa te  b e tw e e n  
1825 an d  1855; fu r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  b e c a m e  e n m e s h e d  
in  M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s  b e c a u s e  o f the a c t io n s  of i t s  f i r s t  d ip lo m a t ic  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to th at c a p ita l ,  J o e l  R o b e r ts  P o in s e t t ,  w ho w a s  
an o u tsp o k e n  ex p o n e n t  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  ^
the tw o  d u rin g  the e a r l y  y e a r s  of in d ep en d en t  M e x ic o .  The p ow er  of  
the L ib e r a l s  w a s  o f  s h o r t  d u ra t io n . . . . "  M e x ic o  and th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  {N ew  Y ork , 1898), 351 . R o m e r o  s e r v e d  as  B en ito  J u a r e z ’ 
a b le  t r e a s u r e r  b e t w e e n  1867 an d  1871.
J a m e s ,  M e x ic o  and the A m e r i c a n s , 43 , 45; R o m e r o ,  M e x ic o  
and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  353 . P o i n s e t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  o u t lo o k s  and  
a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  M e x ic o  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  in  m o r e  d e ta i l  in  
C h ap ter  III.
i
13
A s  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  of th is  p e r io d  o b s e r v e d ,  " P r e s id e n t
V ic t o r ia  w a s  in a u g u r a te d  on the 1st o f  A p r i l ,  1825, and c o m -
.  . 1 ^m e n c e d  h i s  a d m in is t r a t io n  under the f a i r e s t  a u s p i c e s .  " It
w a s  b e l ie v e d ,  and s i n c e r e l y  hoped , in  both n a t io n s  th at V ic t o r ia ' s
J  ~
a d m in is t r a t io n  w o u ld  d e m o n s tr a te  a p r e d i l e c t io n  fo r  c l o s e  t i e s  
w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  B ut the U n ited  S ta te s  had y e t  to s e n d  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to M e x ic o ,  a  n e c e s s a r y  p r e r e q u i s i t e  to  s o l id  
d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t io n s .  Z o z a y a  le f t  W a sh in g to n  in  M ay 1823 w ith  
l i t t l e  a d m ir a t io n  fo r  the U n ited  S t a te s ,  and P o i n s e t t  d id  not  
r e a c h  h is  p o s t  u n til  M ay 1825. M ea n w h ile ,  in  th e  en su in g  in t e r im ,  
c e r t a in  p o l i c i e s  w e r e  fo r m u la te d  in  M e x ic o  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  an  
ab id ing  e f f e c t  on  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  the tw o n e ig h b o r s .  A la m a n  
h a d  b e c o m e  M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s  in  M ay 1824  and r e ­
m a in e d  in  that o f f ic e  u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r ,  w h en  he r e s i g n e d  due to  a  
p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t .  He th en  w a s  r e - a p p o in t e d  b y  V ic t o r ia  to  the  
p o s t  in  J a n u a ry  1825. I t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  a c k n o w le d g e d  in  M e x ic o  
a t  th is  t im e  th at A la m a n  w a s  the a b le s t  p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e  in  the
P h i l ip  Young, H is t o r y  of M e x ic o  (C in c in n a t i ,  1847), 2 1 9 .  
A lth ou gh  a t  t i m e s  e r r o n e o u s ,  Y o u n g 's  h i s t o r y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i s  
v a lu a b le  fo r  i t s  p e n e tr a t in g  a n a ly s i s  of M e x ic o  in  a p e r io d  w h e n  
M e x ic o  w a s  a r e l a t i v e l y  m y s t e r i o u s  n a t io n  to  m o s t  c i t i z e n s  of  
th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  It fu r th e r  g iv e s  a n  in d ic a t io n  o f  a c tu a l  U n ited  
S ta te s  f e e l i n g s  to w a r d  i t s  s o u th e r n  n e ig h b o r ,  f e e l i n g s  of an  
e m o t io n a l  n a tu re  o ften  la c k in g  in  r e c e n t  a c c o u n ts .
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c o u n try . H is  s ta u n c h  C a t h o l i c i s m  and su p p o r t  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
c e n t r a l i s t  c a u s e  m a d e  h im  u n popu lar  in  s o m e  c i r c l e s ,  but h is  
a b i l i t i e s  w e r e  n e v e r  q u e s t io n e d .
V ic t o r ia  h i m s e l f  w a s  s o m e th in g  of an  e n ig m a ,  ffe  had fou ght  
long fo r  M e x ic o ' s  f r e e d o m ,  but a s  p r e s id e n t  he  d e m o n s tr a te d  no  
d e s i r e  to  c o r r e c t  lo n g - s t a n d in g  e v i l s  in  h i s  s o c i e t y .  Though a 
f e d e r a l i s t ,  he  w a s  o b s t in a te  in  h i s  b e l i e f  th at c o m p r o m i s e  w o u ld  
be th e  s a lv a t io n  o f h i s  nation; a s  a r e s u l t ,  he r e f u s e d  to  app oint  
an a l l - f e d e r a l i s t  c a b in e t  to s e r v e  un der  h im . T h u s , h ig h  p o s t s  
w e r e  g iv e n  to  s ta u n c h  c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  The tw o m o s t  f o r c e f u l  
m e m b e r s  w ho  e s p o u s e d  c e n t r a l i s m  w e r e  A la m a n  and M anuel  
G o m e z  P e d r a z a ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar and N avy , who w a s  v e h e m e n t ly  
a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c . A la m a n  w a s  no l e s s  e a g e r  to im p u g n  d e m o ­
c r a t ic  w a y s  than  w a s  G o m e z  P e d r a z a ;  h o w e v e r ,  h e  w a s  in  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  m b r e * p o w e r fu l  m e n t a l i ty ,  w a s  m o r e  s ta b le ,  and  
w a s  m o r e  o u ts ta n d in g .  ^
A la m a n  w a s  in  o f f i c e  w h e n  P o i n s e t t  a r r iv e d  in  M e x ic o  C ity  
to  b e g in  h is  d ip lo m a t ic  d u t ie s .  It w a s  at th is  po in t in  M e x ic a n -  
U n ited  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  th at th e  te n o r  of t h e s e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d
l ^ B o s c h  G a r c ia ,  H is t o r ia  de l a s  r e l a c i o n e s , 3 5 - 3 6 ;  G e o r g e  
C r e e l ,  The P e o p le  N e x t  D o o r : A n I n te r p r e t iv e  H is t o r y  o f M e x ic o  
and th e  M e x ic a n s  (N ew  Y o rk , 1926), 55 . G o m ez  P e d r a z a  la te r  
su p p o r te d  th e  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t s .
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a s  a  r e s u l t  of th e  b r i e f  c o n fr o n ta t io n  b e tw e e n  A la m a n  and  
P o in s e t t .  The p r e c e d e n t s  la id  dow n d u rin g  th is  s h o r t  p e r io d  
p e r s i s t e d  fo r  the n e x t  tw o  d e c a d e s  u n til  e v e n t s  c u lm in a te d  in  
a r m e d  h o s t i l i t i e s .  ^
P r i o r  to  P o i n s e t t ' s  a r r iv a l ,  A la m a n  h ad  b eg u n  to  w o r k  
to w a r d  a  d e fe r m e n t  o f  U n ited  S ta te s  in f lu e n c e  in  h is  co u n try .  
E v e n  at th is  e a r ly  date  in  th e  h is t o r y  of M e x ic a n - U n i te d  S ta te s  
d ip lo m a c y ,  he w a s  w a r y  of th e  in ten t io n s  o f  th at nation . An  
a v o w e d  A n g lo p h il ,  A la m a n  n e g o t ia te d  w ith  P r im e  M in is t e r  
G e o r g e  Canning fo r  B r i t i s h  r e c o g n i t io n  o f M ex ic o ,  w h ic h  he  
v a lu e d  m u c h  m o r e  than th at o f  th e  U n ited  S t a te s .  He a l s o  s ig n e d  
a c o m m e r c i a l  t r e a t y  w ith  E n g lan d . N e e d l e s s  to s a y ,  P o i n s e t t  
did not f in d  the M e x ic a n  F o r e ig n  S e c r e t a r y  p r e d i s p o s e d  to  
n e g o t ia te  w ith  h im  in  e a r n e s t .  In fac t ,  A la m a n  la id  o b s t a c l e s  
in  P o i n s e t t ' s  path a t e v e r y  opp ortu n ity , to the po in t th a t  the  
U n ited  S t a te s  M in is t e r  c h a r g e d  h im  w ith  p e r f id y .  In S e p t e m b e r  
1825, h o w e v e r ,  A la m a n  w a s  f o r c e d  to r e s i g n  h is  o f f ic e  due to  
g r o w in g  c r i t i c i s m  of h is  p r o c e d u r e s  and to  a n im o s i t y  to w a r d  
h im  p e r s o n a l ly .  T he l ib e r a l  f o r c e s  e n g in e e r e d  A la m a n 's
l^ T h is  e p is o d e  i s  d i s c u s s e d  in  fu l l  in  C hap ter  III, in fra .
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d e b a c le ,  c e r t a in ly  r e c e iv in g  P o i n s e t t ' s  m o r a l  su p p o r t .  ^
D e s p i t e  A la m a n 's  e l im in a t io n  f r o m  the M e x ic a n  f o r e ig n  
s e c r e t a r i a t ,  h is  in f lu e n c e  c o n tin u ed . The d ie  w a s  c a s t ,  and  
b e c a u s e  o f  the g r o u n d w o rk  p r e p a r e d  by  h im , the U n ited  S ta te s  
s o o n  d i s c o v e r e d  that G r e a t  B r i ta in  p o s s e s s e d  th e  a d v a n ta g e  in  
c o m p e t i t io n  fo r  c o m m e r c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s .  The n o r th e r n  c o u n try  
w a s  p o r tr a y e d  a s  a g g r e s  s iv e l y  la n d -h u n g r y  b y  A la m a n , an  id e a  
p r o m o te d  by the B r i t i s h .  P o in s e t t ,  m o r e o v e r ,  e x a c e r b a te d  the  
U n ited  S t a te s  p r o b le m .  He b e c a m e  in v o lv e d  in  the in t e r n a l  
a f f a ir s  of M e x ic o  on b e h a lf  o f  the l ib e r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  to th e  e x te n t  
that th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a c c u s e d  h im  of a t tem p tin g  to  p r o m o te  a  
c i v i l  w a r  s o  th at th e  U n ited  S ta te s  m ig h t  g a in  M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  T e x a s .  P o i n s e t t  a l s o  b e c a m e  e m b r o i l e d  in  the  
g r o w in g  M a so n ic  c o n t r o v e r s y  in  M e x ic o .  He o r g a n iz e d  and  
n u r tu r e d  the Y o rk  R ite  M a so n ic  L o d g e ,  or  the y o r k in o s , w h o s e  
l ib e r a l  p r o c l iv i t y  a n ta g o n iz e d  the  c o n s e r v a t iv e  S c o ts  R ite  M a so n s ,  
or  e s c o c e s e s .  M o re  th an  l ik e ly ,  P o i n s e t t ' s  in v o lv e m e n t  w a s  
in n o ce n t  enough , but th e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  le d  e v e n tu a l ly  to  h is  
r e c a l l .  T he A m e r i c a n  M in is t e r  a p p a r e n t ly  lo o k e d  upon the  
M e x ic a n s  w ith  s o m e th in g  ak in  to  d isd a in ,  and he  c o n s id e r e d
^ S i m p s o n ,  M any M e x ic o s , 2 3 5 .  The d e t a i l s  o f  A la m a n 's  
p r e c ip i t a t e  f a l l  f r o m  h i s  p o s t  a r e  in  C h ap ter  III, in fra .
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th e m  in c a p a b le  o f  han dlin g  th e ir  ow n a f f a i r s .  H is  a tt itu d e  w a s  
th a t  o f  a  p a r e n t  w h o  w a s  c o n s ta n t ly  c o r r e c t i n g  h i s  fu m b lin g  
c h ild .  17
P o i n s e t t  h ad  c e r t a in ly  i m p r e s s e d  th e  M e x ic a n s ,  but i t  w a s  
not th e  k ind  of d ip lo m a t ic  op en in g  w h ic h  the U n ited  S t a te s  d e ­
s i r e d .  A t th e  s a m e  t im e ,  the a n im o s i t y  w h ic h  e r u p te d  b e tw e e n  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  an d  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  w a s  not s o l e l y  the  
doing of P o in s e t t .  In d eed , A la m a n  had w o r k e d  fo r  ju s t  s u c h  
r e s u l t s .  The g r o w in g  f e a r  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  and th e  la c k  of  
c o n f id e n c e  in  that n a t ion  w e r e  both a t tr ib u ta b le  to A la m a n ,  who  
w is h e d  to  s e e  the a s c e n d a n c y  of G r ea t  B r i t a in  in  M e x ic o ,  p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  in  the r e a l m  of e c o n o m ic  a c t iv i ty .  18
A la m a n  la t e r  r e f l e c t e d  on th e s e  e v e n t s  in  h is  i m p r e s s i v e  
H is t o r ia  de M e j ic o .  He n o ted  that e v e n  th ough  Z o z a y a  w a s  r e ­
c e i v e d  w e l l  by the A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  th e r e  had  f o l l o w e d  no 
o f f i c ia l  r e c o g n i t io n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o f  M e x ic o 's  in d e p e n d e n c e ;  
r a th e r ,  th e r e  w a s  i s s u e d  a  d e c la r a t io n  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  r e s p e c t
l 7J a m e s ,  M e x ic o  and the A m e r i c a n s , 46 . F o r  P o i n s e t t ' s
g e n e r a l  o p in io n s  o f  M e x ic o  an d  the M e x ic a n s ,  c o n s u l t  h i s  N o te s
on  M e x ic o  (L ondon, 1825), w r i t t e n  a f t e r  a  v i s i t  to th a t  c o u n try
in  th e  e a r ly  1 8 2 0 's .  F o r  h is  c a r e e r ,  s e e  J. F r e d  R ip p y 's
J o e l  R. P o in s e t t ,  V e r s a t i l e  A m e r i c a n  (D u rh a m , N. C. , 1935).
IS C a r r e h o ,  L a  d ip lo m a c ia  e x tr a o r d in a r ia ,  I, 1 6 2 -1 6 3 .
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to  a l l  th e  new  A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s .  The B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  r e v e a l e d  a g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  in  L a t in  A m e r i c a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
in  the a r e a  of tr a d e  r e la t io n s ,  and had e v e n  l e t  i t  b e  know n to  
S p a in  th at i t  w o u ld  be  w i l l in g  to  in t e r v e n e  on  b e h a lf  o f  the new  
n a t io n s  s h o u ld  the  n e c e s s i t y  a r i s e .  ^  A la m a n  w a s  q u ite  p le a s e d  
w ith  s u c h  d e v e lo p m e n t s ,  and, a s  n oted  e a r l i e r ,  p r o m o t e d  c l o s e r  
t i e s  w ith  G r e a t  B r i ta in .  In r e f e r e n c e  to  the  P o i n s e t t  m is s io n ,  
A la m a n  r e m a in e d  r a th e r  a lo o f  in  h is  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t .  P o in s e t t ,  
he in fo r m e d ,  w a s  b e s t  r e m e m b e r e d  in  M e x ic o  a s  th e  fou n d er  o f  
a new M a so n ic  b o d y . A s  w e l l ,  he w a s  a  m a n  w ho h a d  o p p o se d  
the o ld  w a y s  an d  w h o  had s u p p o r te d  e x p u ls io n  o f S p a n ia r d s  a s
I
p r o p o s e d  b y  I tu r b id e 's  "L aw  o f  the T h r e e  G u a r a n te e s ,  " hoping
th at t h e s e  m id d le  c l a s s  m e r c h a n t s  w o u ld  in  t im e  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  
2.0A m e r i c a n s .
19A la m a n ,  H is t o r ia  de M e j ic o , d e s d e  lo s  p r i m e r o s  m o v im i -  
e n to s  que p r e p a r a r o n  s u  in d e p e n d e n c ia  e n  e l  ano de 1808  h a s ta  la  
e p o c a  p r e s e n t e  (5 v o l s .  ; M e x ic o ,  D. F .  , 1852), V, 8 1 5 -8 1 6 .
^®Ibid. , 822 . In  h is  H i s t o r i a , A la m a n  w a s  not g u i l ty  of  
a t te m p t in g  to  en h a n ce  h is  ow n  p o l i t i c a l  r ep u ta t io n .  A s  a m a t te r  
o f  fa c t ,  he  r a r e l y  e la b o r a t e d  upon h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w ith in  
th e  n a r r a t iv e .  In  th is  r e s p e c t ,  A la m a n  fo l lo w e d  th e  o n c e - s t r i c t  
r e g i m e n  o f  the h i s t o r ia n  in  w h ic h  a  c o m p le t e ly  u n b ia s e d  a p p ro a c h  
s u p p o s e d ly  w a s  ta k en . H is  h i s t o r y  i s  n o ta b ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  but  
h is  f a c t s  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  so u n d . In d eed , A la m £ n 's  H i s t o r ia  de 
M e j ic o  i s  s t i l l  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  the s ta n d a r d  a c co u n t  in  the S p a n ish  
la n g u a g e .  M o r e o v e r ,  s u c h  M e x ic a n  h i s t o r ia n s  a s  A lb e r to  M a r ia  
C a r r e n o ,  J o s e  F u e n te s  M a r e s ,  N ic e t o  de Z a m a c o i s ,  and L u is  G. 
Z o r r i l l a  r e l i e d  h e a v i ly  in  t h e ir  w o r k s  o n  th e  H is t o r ia .
19
B e f o r e  P o in s e t t  w a s  r e c a l l e d  fr o m  M e x ic o ,  he w a s  u r g e d  
by h is  g o v e r n m e n t  to  m a k e  s o m e  s o r t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a g r e e m e n t  
and, i f  p o s s ib l e ,  to p u r c h a s e  M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y  so  that the  
w e s t e r n  b o u n d ary  o f the U n ited  S t a te s  c o u ld  b e  d e te r m in e d ,  
M e x ic o  in  182 7 r e f u s e d  to  e n te r ta in  su c h  p r o p o s a l s ,  and n e g o ­
t ia t io n s  r e m a in e d  at a  s t a n d s t i l l .  In  that y e a r ,  fu r t h e r m o r e ,  
A la m £ n , a lth ou gh  not in  an  o f f i c ia l  p o s i t io n ,  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  
one of the th r e e  o u tsta n d in g  in t e l l e c t u a l  l e a d e r s  of the cou n try ,  
T h e s e  t h r e e  m e n , in  th e  w o r d s  of one o b s e r v e r ,  l e f t  "the i m ­
p r e s s i o n  of th e ir  th o u g h t upon the  c o n f l i c t s  w h ic h  w e r e  to  t e a r  
M e x ic o  a s u n d e r  d u rin g  the n in e tee n th  c e n tu r y .  Of th e  tr io ,
the o th er  tw o  b e in g  L o r e n z o  de Z a v a la  and J o s e  M a r ia  L u is  
M ora, A la m a n  w a s  and w ou ld  r e m a i n  the m o s t  p r o m in e n t  and  
in f lu e n t ia l .
T h u s , M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s ,  on the b a s i s  o f  the  
id e a s  and a c t io n s  of A la m a n  and P o in s e t t ,  h ad  b y  182 7 b e e n  
d e t e r m in e d  a s  to th e  c o u r s e  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  fo l lo w e d .  M ora ,  
Z a v a la ,  an d  A la m a n  e a c h  w a n ted  M e x ic a n  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  but th e ir  
id e a s  a s  to  su c h  d e v e lo p m e n t  d i f f e r e d  w id e ly .  M ora  b e l i e v e d
 ̂ F a y e t t e  R ob in s  on, M e x ic o  and H er  M i l i t a r y  C h ie f t a in s , 
f r o m  th e  R e v o lu t io n  o f  H id a lg o  to  th e  P r e s e n t  T im e  (H a rtfo rd ,  
C o n n ec t ic u t ,  1848), 144; J a m e s  A . M a g n er , M en  o f  M e x ic o  
(M ilw a u k e e ,  1942), 313 ,
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th at M e x ic o  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  on the b a s i s  of s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y ;
Z a v a la  lo o k ed  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  a s  th e  p o s s i b l e  c a t a ly s t  fo r
•y  *y
M e x ic a n  a c h ie v e m e n t ;  A la m a n , though, tu r n e d  to  E u ro p e .
The f a c t  that the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  s e l e c t e d  th e  la t t e r  c o u r s e ,  
r e j e c t in g  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  a lm o s t  w ith  d isd a in ,  
in d ic a te d  that the id e a  a la m a n is t a  p r e v a i le d .
It w a s  h o p ed  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  that g r o w in g  M e x ic a n  
h o s t i l i t y  w ou ld  d i s s ip a t e  a s  a r e s u l t  of the 1828 p r e s id e n t ia l  
e l e c t i o n  in  that c o u n try .  T he c o n t e s t  had b eg u n  in  S e p te m b e r ,  
and w ith in  a  s h o r t  t im e  it  d e g e n e r a t e d  into a  p o w er  s t r u g g le  
b e tw e e n  the y o r k in o s ,  w ho w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  the  m o r e  d e m o ­
c r a t ic  V ic e n te  G u e r r e r o ,  and the e s c o c e s e s , r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  
G o m e z  P e d r a z a .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  both c a n d id a te s  c la im e d  v ic to r y ,  
and th e  p r e s id e n c y  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  on ly  w h en  Santa  A nna su p p o r te d  
G u e r r e r o ,  w ho had  r e c e i v e d  one v o te  l e s s  th an  G o m e z  P e d r a z a  in  
th e  p o ll in g  o f  the n in e t e e n  s t a t e s .  ^  P o i n s e t t  d id  not a c t iv e ly
^ M a g n e r ,  M en  of M e x ic o ,  313 .
Young, H i s t o r y  o f  M e x ic o ,  226 . S im p s o n  h a s  d i s a g r e e d  
w ith  th is  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a c c o u n t  o f  the e l e c t io n .  It w a s  h i s  c o n ­
te n t io n  that the "Y ork  R ite"  and " S c o tt ish  R ite"  p a r t i e s  w e r e  
not a c tu a l ly  so  w e l l - d e f i n e d  a s  to op p osin g  p h i lo s o p h ie s .  In  
h is  op in ion , th e  " lo d g es  on ly  in  the l o o s e s t  s e n s e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
o p p o s in g  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  but w e r e  h a rd ly  m o r e  th an  p r e s s u r e  
g r o u p s  su p p o rt in g  th is  or th at ca n d id a te  a c c o r d in g  to th e ir  
i n t e r e s t s .  " M any M e x ic o s ,  236 .
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p a r t ic ip a te  in  the c a m p a ig n in g ,  su c h  as i t  w a s ;  h o w e v e r ,  th e r e
i s  l i t t l e  doubt that h e  w a s  p l e a s e d  by the o u t c o m e .  B ut G u e r r e r o ' s
p r e s id e n c y  w a s  s h o r t - l i v e d .
In 1829, V ic e  P r e s id e n t  A n a s t a s io  B u s ta m a n te ,  a m i l i t a r y
o f f ic e r ,  p r o n o u n c ed  a g a in s t  G u e r r e r o .  W hen  th e  P r e s id e n t
c h a l le n g e d  th is  r e v o l t ,  n am in g  J o s e  M a ria  B o c a n e g r a  a s  in t e r im
c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e  w h i le  he  c a r r i e d  out h is  m i l i t a r y  c a m p a ig n ,  L u is
Q uintanar jo in e d  w ith  P e d r o  V e l e z  and A la m a n  in  o p p o s i t io n  to
B o c a n e g r a ,  A d e c la r a t io n  to the e f fe c t  th a t  th is  new  "poder
e je c u t iv o "  w a s  a l e g a l  c r e a t io n  a s  p r o v id e d  by  A r t i c l e  n in e ty -
s e v e n  o f the C o n s t i tu t io n  w a s  m a d e  on D e c e m b e r  23 , 1829:
H ab ien d o  p r o c e d id o  e l  c o n s e j o  de g o b ie r n o  
a la  e l e c c i o n  de lo s  dos  a s o c ia d o s  que c o n  
e l  E s c m o .  S r .  p r e s id e n t e  de la  s u p r e m a  
c o r t e  de j u s t i c ia  /D o n  P e d r o  V e l e z /  d eb en  
e j e r c e r  e l  s u p r e m o  p od er  e je c u t iv o  de lo s  
E s t a d o s - U n id o s  M e x ic a n o s ,  s e g u n  e l  a r t .
97  de la  c o n s t i tu c io n ,  r e s u l t a r o n  e l e c t o s  
lo s  E s c m o s .  . . . L u c iu s  Q uintanar y L u c a s  
A la m a n  . . .  . ^4
T h is  r e g e n c y ,  in  su p p o r t  o f  B u s ta m a n te ,  g a in e d  th e  f a v o r  of the  
m a j o r i t y  o f the M e x ic a n  s ta te s ;  on ly  V e r a  C ruz c o n t in u e d  to  
su p p o r t  G u e r r e r o ,  A s  a r e s u l t ,  Santa  A nn a r e m a in e d  im p a s s i v e .  
C o g n iz a n t  of h is  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  G u e r r e r o  t h e r e f o r e  r e t i r e d  to  h is
2 4 A r c h iv o  N a c io n a l  de M e x ic o ,  D e p a r ta m e h to  d e l  In te r io r  
MSS, S e c c i o n  la ,  D o c .  388 .
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b ir th p la c e ,  T ix t la .  The p r e s id e n c y  w a s  now  open  to B u s ta m a n te ,  
w ho r e t u r n e d  to  C iudad M e x ic o ,  r e c e i v e d  the oath  of o f f i c e ,  and  
f o r m e d  a c a b in e t ,  the m o s t  n o tab le  m e m b e r  of w h ic h  w a s  A la m a n , ^  
The B u s ta m a n te  r e g im e  r e in s t a t e d  a  c o n s e r v a t iv e  g o v e r n m e n t  
in  M e x ic o .  An a v id  c r i t i c  of A la m a n  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  M e x ic o  
b o r d e r e d  on th e  v e r g e  of a  t e r r o r i s t i c  p o l i c e  s ta te  during th is  
a d m in is t r a t io n .  ^  A s  M in is t e r  for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s ,  A la m a n  
a s s u m e d  an im p o r ta n t  r o le  during th is  p e r io d ,  a lth o u g h  a  p o l i c e  
s ta te  p e r  s e  under h is  a u s p ic e s  did  not e x i s t .  Y et, in  th e  op in ion  
o f  a lea d in g  M e x ic a n  a u th o r ity ,  he w a s  the " so u l o f  th is  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  and the i n s p i r e r  o f  i t s  p o l i t i c s .  " A la m a n  b e l ie v e d  in  and  
a d h e r e d  to  a  p r o g r a m  of o r d e r .  And to  h im , o r d e r  c o n s i s t e d  of  
th e  s u b m is s io n ,  or  e v e n  d e s t r u c t io n  if  n e c e s s a r y ,  of th o s e  g rou p s
^ M a g n e r ,  M en  of M e x ic o ,  319; B a r o n e s a  de W ilso n ,  M ex ic o  
s u s  g o b e r n a n te s  de 1519 a  1 9 1 0 : B i o g r a f i a s , r e t r a t a s  y  
a u to g r a fa s  (2 v o l s .  ; B a r c e lo n a ,  1910), II, 41.
^ C r e e l  c o n s tr u e d  the  B u s ta m a n te  p r e s id e n c y  to be, in  
r e a l i t y ,  the  A la m a n  d ic ta t o r s h ip .  -H e p o in ted  out that A la m £ n  
s u p p r e s s e d  a l l  f r e e d o m s  in  M e x ic o  and r e s o r t e d  to a p r o g r a m  
o f  h an g in g , sh o o t in g ,  and e x i l e  u n til  th e r e  e x i s t e d  "a p r o p e r  
d e g r e e  of s u b m i s s i v e n e s s .  11 P e o p le  N e x t  D o o r , 6 1 - 6 2 ,  C e r ­
ta in ly  C r e e l ' s  im p l ic a t io n s  a r e  s o m e w h a t  e x a g g e r a te d  in  that  
A la m a n  w a s  not to t a l ly  d o m in a n t  in  M e x ic o .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  a c k n o w le d g e d  am on g  h i s t o r ia n s  w ith in  th is  a r e a  
o f  s p e c i a l t y - - s u c h  a s  Cue C a n o v a s ,  V a s c o n c e lo s ,  S ie r r a ,  and  
J a m e s - - t h a t  A la m a n  w a s  the m o s t  c a p a b le ,  thus m o s t  a c t iv e ,  
m e m b e r  o f th e  B u s ta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t .
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or in d iv id u a ls  w ho had su p p orted  G u e r r e r o  and h is  c a u s e .  ^
T h is  g o v e r n m e n t ,  or  d ic ta to r sh ip  as  it  w e r e ,  w as  c e r t a in ly  
the a n t i th e s is  of w h at the J a c k so n  a d m in is tr a t io n  p r e f e r r e d  to 
s e e  in  M ex ico . L ib e r a ls  w e r e  in d e e d  s u p p r e s s e d .  It w a s  
g o v e r n m e n t  by and fo r  the p r iv i le g e d  c l a s s e s .  A lam an, im b ued  
w ith  the c o n c ep t  o f  c e n tr a l i s m ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  the in t e r e s t s  of the  
a r i s t o c r a t i c  e l e m e n t s ,  or  the " d ecen t p eo p le .  " M ex ico  s e e m e d  
to b e  on the v e r g e  o f a c o m p le te  v o l t e - f a c e .  A la m a n  a d v o ca ted  
a r e tu r n  to the w a y s  of c o lo n ia l  M ex ic o .  ^8
But the M e x ic a n  nation a p p a re n t ly  had no d e s i r e  to  r e v e r t  
b a c k  to  the d a y s  o f  c o lo n ia l i s m .  In fact, m a n y  M ex ica n s  who  
e s p o u s e d  c o n s e r v a t i s m  did not r e l i s h  a s y s t e m  in  w h ich  on ly  a 
few  w ho c o n s id e r e d  t h e m s e lv e s  " d ecen t peop le"  c o n tr o l le d  the  
m a j o r i t y  of the p o p u la tion  at w i l l .  The in e v ita b le  d isc o n te n t  
so o n  e m e r g e d ,  and th is  o c c u r r e n c e  did not go  un n oticed  in  the  
U n ited  S ta te s .  In  an i s s u e  of a lead in g  U n ited  S ta te s  n e w s  pub­
l ic a t io n ,  the M e x ic a n  s itu a t io n  un der  B u s ta m a n te  w a s  s c r u t in iz e d .
^ A g u s t i n  C ue C anovas , H is t o r ia  p o l i t ic a  de M ex ico  
(M e x ico ,  D. F .  , 1957), 3 1 7 -3 1 8 .
^ J a m e s ,  M e x ic o  and the A m e r i c a n s , 4 9 -5 0 ;  Cue C a n o v a s ,  
H is to y ia  p o l i t ic a  de M e x ic o , 318; Justo  S ie r r a ,  E v o lu c io n  
p o l i t i c a  del p u eb lo  m e x ic a n o , T o m o  XII: O b ras  c o m p le ta s  
d e l  m a e s t r o  J u s to  S i e r r a  (M ex ico , D. F . , 1957), 198.
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A  le t te r  w r i t t e n  by an  unknown o b s e r v e r  in  V e r a  C ruz
r e v e a le d  so m e th in g  of the p r e v a i l in g  A m e r ic a n  ou tlook  in
r e f e r e n c e  to M e x ic o .  T h is  c o r r e sp o n d e n t  o f f e r e d  that
w h ile  the p eo p le  of th is  cou n try  a r e  th re a te n e d  
w ith  in v a s io n  fr o m  old  Spain  / t h e r e  had b e e n  a 
w eak , f r u i t l e s s  S p a n ish  a ttem p t to  s e i z e  T a m p ico  
in  la te  1 8 2 9 / ,  th ey  m a k e  sh if t  to  h o ld  to g e th er ,  
but, no s o o n e r  a r e  th ey  le f t  to t h e m s e l v e s ,  than  
th ey  en g a g e  in  c iv i l  s t r i f e ,  m o r e  ru in ou s  b y  fa r  
to the n ation  than a l l  the le g io n s  w h ic h  F erd in a n d  
co u ld  sen d  a g a in s t  th em .
Then, d isd a in fu lly ,  the w r i t e r  co n c lu d ed  that "it i s  r e a l l y  lu d i­
c r o u s  to h e a r  th em  b o a s t  o f  th e ir  r e p u b l ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h en  
in  fa c t ,  th ey  do not u n d ers ta n d  i t s  m e a n in g .  I,29 xn the la t te r  
p a r t  o f  that s a m e  y e a r ,  it w a s  in f e r r e d  that the M ex ica n s  had  
d e m o n s tr a te d  th e ir  in a b i l i ty  to fu n ctio n  e f f e c t iv e ly  a s  a s o v e r e ig n  
d e m o c r a c y :  "What h avoc  h a v e  the g e n e r a l s  m a d e  am on g  th e ir
fe l lo w  c i t i z e n s .  . . . M any y e a r s  m u s t  r o l l  on b e fo r e  the  
d e v a s ta t io n s  w h ic h  th ey  h ave  c a u s e d  s h a l l  be r e p a ir e d .  . . . n3^
A s  the d is c o n te n t  b e c a m e  m o r e  p ron ou n ced  in  M e x ic o ,  the c o n ­
fu s io n  w a s  in te n s i f ie d .  A la m a n 's  p o l i c i e s  b e c a m e  m o r e  d is ta s te fu l ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  am on g  f e d e r a l i s t s ,  and th e  d i s m i s s a l  of s e v e r a l  s ta te  
g o v e r n o r s  and l e g i s la t o r s  w ho  e x p r e s s e d  d if fer in g  po in ts  o f  v iew
^ N i le s '  W eek ly  R e g i s t e r , XXXVIII (A p r il  17, 1830), 141. 
3QIbid. , XXXIX (N o v e m b e r  27, 1830), 224 .
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did n o t  e n d e a r  B u s t a m a n t e ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  to th e  p e o p le .  The  
w a v e  o f  c o n s p i r a c i e s  and  u p r i s in g s  in c r e a s e d  to  a la r m in g  p r o ­
p o r t io n s .
In  th e  f i r s t  m o n th  of 1832, the  im m in e n t  d e b a c le  o c c u r r e d .  
S an ta  A nna o n c e  a g a in  p la y e d  th e  r o le  of p o l i t i c a l  a r b ite r  a s  h e  
o u s te d  B u s ta m a n te  and h is  s u b o r d in a te s ,  in c lu d in g  A lam an ,  
G o m e z  P e d r a z a  w a s  p la c e d  in  o f f ic e  for  th r e e  m o n th s ;  then, 
S an ta  A nna h i m s e l f  a s s u m e d  th e  p r e s id e n c y .  T h u s b eg a n  the  
p e r io d  of Santa  A n n a 's  o v e r t  d o m in a n c e  of h is  n a t ion . E x c e p t  
fo r  s e v e r a l  in t e r r u p t io n s ,  th is  p e r io d  la s t e d  u n t i l  1855. The  
U n ited  S ta te s  c o u ld  e x p e c t  no im p r o v e m e n t  in  r e la t io n s  w ith  
M e x ic o ,  fo r  S a n ta  A nna r e v e a le d  quite  so o n  th at he  w ould  i m p l e ­
m e n t  s e v e r a l  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e iv e d  by  A lam an , p r o g r a m s  w h ic h  in  
t im e  w o u ld  b r in g  a b o u t  the T e x a s  in d ep en d en ce  m o v e m e n t  and  
the e n s u in g  M e x ic a n  W a r . 32
T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  in  1832 a p a m p h le t ,  the a u th or  o f w h ich  i s  
unknown, c a l l in g  fo r  a r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  of the a f f a i r s  of M e x ic o ,  
I m p r o v e m e n t  w a s  n e e d e d  in  m a n y  a r e a s  of M e x ic a n  l i fe ,  and the  
c u r r e n t  d is r u p t io n  c o u ld  le a d  to  no good. The n a t io n  w as
3-^Magner, M en  o f  M e x ic o , 320 .
3 2 C h ap ter  IV, in f r a , d e a ls  a t  length  w ith  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  and  
th e ir  c o n s e q u e n c e s .
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c o m p e l le d ,  the w r i t e r  ex h o r ted , to r e - e s t a b l i s h  i t s  c r e d i t  both  
w ith  i ts  p eo p le  and w ith  f o r e ig n  n a t io n s .  M o re o v e r ,  th e  la tter  
sh o u ld  b e  a s s u r e d  "con e l la  a m is ta d  p e r m a n e n te  . . .  . " M ex ico  
co u ld  on ly  go fo r w a r d  i f  th e r e  w a s  an en d  to p o l i t ic a l  c o n v u l­
s io n s ,  a q u iet  s u b m is s io n  to g o v e r n m e n ta l  r e - o r g a n iz a t io n ,  an  
im p r o v e m e n t  in the a d m in is tr a t io n  of j u s t i c e ,  a p e r fe c t io n  of 
m il i t a r y  tr ib u n a ls ,  a s y s t e m  of e f f e c t iv e  ed u cation , and p r o ­
te c t io n  o f  the a r ts  and of in d u s tr y .  It w a s  tru ly  in the n ation a l  
in t e r e s t  that M ex ic o  m a k e  su ch  im p r o v e m e n ts  and c h a n g e s .  
Anything l e s s  than th is ,  in  the w r i t e r ' s  opin ion, w ould  b e  in  
v io la t io n  of the f e d e r a l  p a c t  w h ich  had b e e n  ap p ro v ed  by the 
p e o p le s  o f  M e x ic o .  ^3
San ta  Anna, h o w e v e r ,  pa id  no h eed  to  su ch  w r i t in g s .  He 
a id ed  n e ith e r  the l ib e r a l  e le m e n t  nor the c o n s e r v a t iv e  group;  
Santa  A n n a 's  p r e d i le c t io n  w a s  to  h e lp  h im s e l f .  F o r  a t im e ,  he 
a l lo w e d  h is  l ib e r a l  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  G o m ez  F a r ia s ,  to g o v e r n  
the cou n try . By 1834, though, he s e n s e d  a gro w in g  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
s tr e n g th  th rou ghout the  nation. In that y e a r  he r e v e a le d  h is  tru e
^ A n o n y m o u s ,  R e f le x io n e s  s o b r e  la s  c u e s t io n e s  d e l  dfa 
(M e x ico ,  D. F .  , 1832), 3, 16. The q u e s t io n  w a s  r a i s e d  c o n ­
cer n in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  that a E u ro p ea n  m ig h t  have  a u th o red  
th is  p a m p h le t .  B a s e d  on c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  M ex ica n  a r c h iv i s t s  
in  Ciudad M ex ic o ,  th is  w r i t e r  i s  c o n v in c e d  that the author  w as  
a M e x ic a n  of l ib e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  outlook, h e n c e  the n e c e s s i t y  to  
w r ite  a n o n y m o u s ly .
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d ic t a t o r ia l  t e n d e n c ie s  and in i t ia te d  a p e r io d  of p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i t y  
w h ic h  c u lm in a te d  in  the c o n f l i c t  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  in  1844,
In 1835, a f t e r  G o m e z  F a r ia s  w a s  f o r c e d  to  f l e e  M e x ic o ,
S an ta  A nna r e c o n v e n e d  th e  C o n g r e s s  fo r  the a l l e g e d  p u r p o se  
o f  r e f o r m in g  the  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f 1824; a c tu a l ly ,  he  did not in ten d  
s im p ly  to  r e f o r m  the o ld  d o cu m en t.  It w a s  s o o n  o b v io u s  th at a  
new c o n s t i tu t io n  w o u ld  su p p lan t th e  o ld . T he a u th or  o f  th is  c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  m a n u s c r ip t ,  fu r t h e r m o r e ,  w a s  none o th er  than  A l a ­
m a n . ^  S an ta  Anna, in  the o p in io n  of the b r i l l ia n t  J o s e  V a s c o n -  
c e l o s ,  " r e in s ta te d  the t e r r o r  . . . and b e g a n  th e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l
' J  c
R e fo r m a t io n .  " B y  1836, m o r e o v e r ,  the T e x a s  p r o b le m  had  
r e a c h e d  th e  po in t o f  no r e tu r n .
M e x ic o ' s  T e x a s  p o l i c y  w a s  g iv e n  i t s  d e f in i t iv e  s ta tu s  a s
su c h  d u rin g  the  B u s ta m a n te  a d m in is t r a t io n  and w a s  the c r e a t io n  
 ̂fclof A la m a n . The p o l i c y  r e f l e c t s  A la m S n 's  f e a r  o f  the d e s ig n s
3 4 j a m e s ,  M e x ic o  and the A m e r i c a n s , 50, 51. F o r  a p e r io d  
a f te r  1832, A l a m i n  fou n d  i t  e x p e d ie n t  to  r e m a in  a s  p o l i t i c a l ly  
in c o n s p ic u o u s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  S an ta  A n n a 's  a d op tion  
o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  o u t lo o k s  in  1834 d ir e c t ly  in f lu e n c e d  A lam cin , w ho  
r e m a in e d  the m o s t  o u tsta n d in g  c o n s e r v a t iv e  th in k e r  and t h e o r e ­
t ic ia n ,  T h e  r a m if i c a t io n s  of A la m a n 1 s a c t i v i t i e s  during the y e a r s  
of San ta  A n n a 's  d o m in a n c e  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r s  IV and V, 
in f r a .
^ B r e v e  h i s t o r i a  de  M e x ic o  (e d ic io n  c o n te m p o r a n e a ;  M e x ic o ,  
D. F .  , 1956), 317.
3 6 s e e  C h a p ter  IV, i n f r a .
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o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  on th e  n o r th e r n  p r o v in c e  and w a s  qu ite  
r e s t r i c t i v e  in  n a tu re .  U n d er  G o m ez  F a r i a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  A la m a n 's  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  w e r e  ig n o r e d .  A la m a n  d e n o u n ced  s u c h  n o n ch a la n c e ,  
but to  no a v a i l .  ^  Santa  A n n a 's  s e i z u r e  of th e  p r e s id e n c y  in  
1834  in d ic a te d  that a  h a r d e r  l in e  to w a rd  T e x a s  w o u ld  b e  r e i n ­
s ta te d .  B u t in d ep en d e n c e  f e r v o r  w a s  s w e e p in g  the T e x a s  a r e a ,  
and the T e x a n s  now had the sy m p a th y  of th e  m a j o r i t y  of the  
p e o p le  in  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  The e a r ly  f l a m e s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  
b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the U n ited  S ta te s  b y  1836 h a d  d ied  out, for  
a s  th ey  w a tc h e d  the i n c e s s a n t  d i s s e n s i o n s  r en d  M e x ic o  ap a rt ,  
A m e r i c a n s  r a p id ly  lo s t  i n t e r e s t  in  M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta te s
7 Q
f r a t e r n a l i s m  and a c q u ie s c e d  to a f e e l in g  o f  in d i f f e r e n c e .
W hat w o u ld  b e c o m e  " m a n ife s t  d e s t in y "  w ith in  nine y e a r s  w a s  
a lr e a d y  e v id e n t  to a s t r o n g  d e g r e e  a s  T e x a s  in i t ia te d  i t s  b r e a k  
aw ay  f r o m  M e x ic a n  c o n tr o l .
S in c e  1819, T e x a s  h ad  b e e n  a c o n s id e r a t io n ,  th ough  s o m e ­
w h at r e m o t e  a t  f i r s t ,  o f U n ited  S ta te s  p r o t e c t iv e  d ip lo m a c y .  
A la m a n 's  p o l i c i e s ,  c o u p le d  w ith  Santa  A n n a 's  t r e a t m e n t  of the  
T e x a n s  a s  i f  th ey  w e r e  r e b e l s  w h en  th ey  a s k e d  fo r  a r e d r e s s  of
- ^ V a s c o n c e l o s ,  B r e v e  h i s t o r i a  de  M e x i c o , 318.
^® A lbert K. W e in b e r g ,  M a n ife s t  D e s t i n y : A  Study of 
N a t io n a l i s t  E x p a n s io n is m  in  A m e r i c a n  H is t o r y  (B a l t im o r e ,
1935), 164.
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g r ie v a n c e s ,  g a v e  the U n ite d  S ta te s  a n ew  o u tlo o k  to w a r d  T ex a s  
a s  w e l l  a s  to w a r d  the fu tu r e  o f  r e la t io n s  w ith  M e x ic o .  ^  T hus,  
u n o f f ic ia l ly  su p p o r ted  b y  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  the T e x a n s  w o n  th e ir  
f r e e d o m  f r o m  M e x ic o .  U n d er s ta n d a b ly ,  M e x ic o  r e f u s e d  to  
r e c o g n iz e  T e x a s ,  fu r th e r  th r e a te n in g  th a t  an y  U n ited  S ta te s  
e f fo r t  to a b s o r b  T e x a s  w o u ld  be  c o n s id e r e d  by  M e x ic o  a s  ta n ­
tam ou n t to  a d e c la r a t io n  of w a r ,
A  new d e g r e e  of s u s p i c i o n  and h o s t i l i t y  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and  
the  U n ited  S t a te s  w a s  e v id e n t  b y  1840. S an ta  A nna h ad  le d  h is  
c o u n try  to  the b r in k  of a r m e d  h o s t i l i t i e s  w ith  the n o r th e r n  
nation, an d  the d am age  s e e m e d  to be i r r e p a r a b l e .  H u m il ia te d  
by h is  f a i l u r e  to th w art the T e x a s  r e b e l l i o n  in  1836, S an ta  A nna  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e g a in e d  h i s  p r e - w a r  p r e s t i g e  w ith in  fo u r  y e a r s .
In  the m a in ,  h e  w a s  r e g a r d e d  by l ib e r a l s  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  a s  
an in c o m p e t e n t  c a u d il lo ,  le a d in g  h is  n a t io n  down th e  p a th  to  
d e s tr u c t io n .
C e r t a in ly  th e r e  w e r e  t h o s e  w ho in t e r p r e t e d  S an ta  A n n a 's  
c o u r s e  of a c t io n  in a d i f f e r e n t  ligh t . A m o n g  th e s e  w a s  W addy  
T h o m p so n , w ho s e r v e d  a s  M in is t e r  to M e x ic o  ju s t  p r io r  to  the  
w a r  y e a r s  in  the 1 8 4 0 's .  A c c o r d in g  to  T h o m p so n , S an ta  Anna
3 9 B i l l ,  R e h e a rsa l  fo r  C o n f l ic t ,  44, 50 .
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w a s  not th e  v a s c i l la t in g  p o l i t i c o  a s  w a s  o f te n  s u g g e s t e d  in  the  
U n ited  S t a t e s .  R ath er , h e  w a s  the fa th e r  of M e x ic a n  n a t io n ­
hood, a m a n  w ho had p la y e d  su ch  a  c o n s p ic u o u s  r o le  in  M e x ic a n  
d e v e lo p m e n t  that he w a s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  f ig u r e  in  h is  ow n t im e .
A s  T h o m p so n  r e c o r d e d ,  "I r e g a r d  h im , a s  m o r e  than  an y  o th er  
m an , the a u th o r  and f i n i s h e r  of the l a s t  and s u c c e s s f u l  s tr u g g le  
o f  M e x ic o  fo r  In d e p e n d en ce  and a R e p u b lic a n  fo r m  of g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  " M o r e o v e r ,  he c o n te n d e d  th at San ta  A nna h ad  f a v o r e d  
f e d e r a l i s m  in  M ex ico  f r o m  i t s  in c e p t io n  and had s in c e  w o r k e d  
to  m a in ta in  th at s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e a r g u e d  that the  
M e x ic a n  p r e s id e n t  o p p o s e d  the c e n t r a l i s t  e l e m e n t s ,  but, in  
T h o m p so n 's  v iew , f e d e r a l i s m  cou ld  not s u c c e e d  in  M e x ic o  
w h eth er  S a n ta  Anna s u p p o r t e d  the c o n c e p t  or not; in d eed , he  
did not n e c e s s a r i l y  b e l i e v e  that a r e p u b l ic  w a s  th e  b e s t  fo r m  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t  for M e x ic o  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  s o  b e n e f ic ia l  
for  h is  o w n  nation . ^
W h a te v e r  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  of T h o m p so n 's  v i e w s  c o n c e r n in g  
Santa A n n a 's  su p p o se d  p e n c h a n t  fo r  f e d e r a l i s m ,  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
doubt a s  to  w h a t  he in t e n d e d  for  the c o u n try .  H is  p r o c l iv i t y  w a s  
now d e c id e d ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  and the id e a  a la m a n is t a  h e ld  sw a y
^ R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  M e x ic o  (N ew  Y o rk , 1846), 5 4 - 5 5 ,  58,
59.
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in  M e x ic o .  R e la t io n s  w ith  the U nited  S ta te s  con tin u ed  to  d e t e r i ­
o r a te  b e tw e e n  1840 and 1844, and n e ith er  co u n try  g a v e  any  
s in c e r e  in d ic a t io n  of a w i l l in g n e s s  to  c o m p r o m is e .  Then, the  
e v e n ts  su rrou n d in g  the A m e r ic a n  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n  of 1844  
e n g e n d e r e d  fu r th e r  d ip lo m a tic  d e te r io r a t io n  b e tw e e n  the g lo w e r in g  
n a t io n s .  War eru p ted  w ith in  a s h o r t  t im e  a f ter  J a m e s  Knox  
P o l k ’s in au gu ration .
A cco rd in g  to one a u th o r ity , the M ex ica n  W ar w a s  the t e r m in a l  
p o r t io n  of the "War of N a t io n a l i s m s "  w h ic h  had begun in  1836  
during the T e x a s  in d ep en d en ce  m o v e m e n t .  A m e r ic a n s  o f  a l l  
c l a s s e s  w e r e  d e te r m in e d  that th e ir  g o v e r n m e n t  should a b so rb  
s e c t io n s  of the o ld  S p a n ish  d om ain , and M e x ic o 's  in a b i l i ty  to  
s t a b i l i z e  its  in te r n a l  a f fa ir s  c a u s e d  an in c r e a s in g  d i s r e s p e c t  
for  that n ation  in  the U n ited  S t a te s .  C o n seq u en tly ,  w h en  M e x ic o  
a p p e a r e d  unable  to a s s e r t  a u th o r ity  o v e r  i t s  outly ing  t e r r i t o r i e s  
in th e  north, th e  U nited  S ta te s '  la n d -h u n g er  w a s  w h etted .
T h is  " m a n ife s t  d est in y "  b od ed  i l l  for  M e x ic o .  U ntil 1836, 
m o s t  M e x ic a n s  had lo o k ed  upon the U nited  S ta te s  w ith  grudging  
a d m ira t io n ;  h o w e v e r ,  b e tw e e n  1836 and 1845, th is  f e e l in g  had  
u n d erg o n e  a m e ta m o r p h o s i s ,  fr o m  w h ich  e m e r g e d  an x ie ty ,  then  
f e a r .  A la m a n  and th o se  w h o  a c c e p t e d  h is  a d m o n it io n s  in  
r e f e r e n c e  to the d a n g ers  of U n ited  S ta te s  e n c r o a c h m e n ts  w e r e
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not s u r p r i s e d  th at w a r  r e s u l t e d .  T h e y  h ad  i n f e r r e d  th a t  the  
A m e r i c a n s  lo o k e d  upon th e  M e x ic a n  a s  an  in f e r io r  b e in g ,  i n ­
c a p a b le  o f  b r in g in g  d e m o c r a c y  an d  p r o s p e r i t y  to h i s  la n d . T he  
M e x ic a n  W a r ,  then, w a s  not o n ly  a m i l i t a r y  a c t io n .  I t  w a s  a 
s t r u g g le  f o r  th e  d o m in a n c e  o f  one of tw o  d i v e r s e  o u t lo o k s .  
M e x ic a n s  f o r  y e a r s  to c o m e  w o u ld  d e s p i s e  th e  " g r in g o "  w h o  
s u b j e c t e d  t h e m  to h u m i l ia t in g  d e fe a t  b e f o r e  the w o r ld  and w ho  
a n n e x e d  a p p r o x im a t e ly  o n e - h a l f  of t h e ir  n a t io n a l  a r e a .  A m e r i ­
c a n s ,  u p on  th e  o th er  hand, w o u ld  s c o r n  the p r i m i t i v e  and b a c k ­
w a r d  M e x i c a n s ,  w ho had  b e e n  too  d i s o r i e n t e d  to s a v e  th e ir  
41n a t io n a l  h o n o r .
T he w a r  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  the s u b j e c t  o f  m y r ia d  e x a m in a t io n s  
and  t r e a t i s e s  an d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d i s c u s s e d  in  th is  s tu d y . T h e  
q u e s t io n s  o f  U n ited  S t a te s  a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  o f a l l e g e d  M e x ic a n  
s tu p id i ty  in  h a n d lin g  the s i t u a t io n  s t i l l  o f f e r  r o o m  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  th a t  w a r  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a v e r t e d  a t  the  
t i m e ,  fo r  a t t i tu d e s  and o p in io n s  on  b o th  s i d e s  w e r e  s t a t i c .  A s  
on e  of the l e a d in g  s p e c i a l i s t s  on U n ited  S t a t e s  e x p a n s io n  d u rin g  
th e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  h a s  p o in te d  out, "the m o r a l  in s p i r a t i o n s  
o f  the e x p a n s i o n i s t s  d u rin g  th e  w a r  d e r i v e d  f r o m  th e  c o n c e p t io n
J a m e s ,  M e x ic o  and  th e  A m e r i c a n s ,  53 , 54 .
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o f  a  r e l i g io u s  duty to  r e g e n e r a t e  the u n fo r tu n a te  p e o p le  o f  the  
e n e m y  c o u n tr y  b y  b r in g in g  th em  in to  the l i f e - g i v in g  s h r in e  of  
A m e r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y .  "42 b U£ th e  M e x ic a n  p e o p le  h ad  no d e s i r e  
to b a s k  in  s u c h  ligh t , a s  a d h e r e n c e  to A la m a n 's  p r in c ip le s  
r e v e a le d .
A s  w e l l ,  th e r e  w e r e  th o s e  A m e r i c a n s  w ho h a d  s e r io u s  
doubts th at s u c h  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  w o u ld  in c u lc a t e  M e x ic a n s  w ith  
an a p p r e c ia t io n  of d e m o c r a c y .  43 a . m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  e x p la n a t io n  
for  U n ited  S ta te s  b e h a v io r  i s  p r o b a b ly  e x p r e s s e d  in  a  t e r s e  
s p e e c h  m a d e  b y  P o lk 's  S e c r e t a r y  o f S ta te ,  J a m e s  B u ch an an ,  
in  w h ic h  he a s s e r t e d  th at ", . . T e x a s  ough t to  be  a n n e x e d  to  
the U nion , b e c a u s e  the  p o s s e s s i o n  of th is  t e r r i t o r y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
to our d e fe n c e ,  p e a c e ,  and s e c u r i t y ,  "44 The y e a r s  of g ro w in g  
a n t a g o n i s m - - t h e  im m e d ia t e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  T e x a s  p r o b le m  but 
g iv e n  im p e tu s  w h e n  A la m a n  w a s  in  th e  p o s i t io n  o f S e c r e t a r y  fo r  
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s - - s e v e r e l y  w e a k e n e d  any  c h a n c e  fo r  M e x ic a n -  
A m e r i c a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  a b r o g a te d  th e  c a u s e
42'W'einberg, M a n ife s t  D e s t i n y , 161.
43jbid.
4 4 s p e e c h  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  S e n a te ,  June 8, 2 844; qu oted  
in  S a r a h  M ytton  M aury , S t a t e s m e n  o f A m e r i c a  in  1846 ( P h i la ­
d e lp h ia ,  1847), 25 .
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of w a r .  A m e r ic a n  r e a s s u r a n c e s  to M e x ic o  that the a n n ex a t io n  
of T e x a s  w ould  in  no w a y  s m a c k  of in su lt ,  d i s r e s p e c t ,  or  in ­
d if fe r e n c e  tow ard  M e x ic a n  d ign ity  f e l l  upon d ea f  e a r s .  M e x ic o  
r e p e a te d  what had b e c o m e  a c o m m o n  t h r e a t - - a n n e x a t io n  of  
T e x a s  w ou ld  m e a n  w a r .
B e  that as  it  m a y ,  the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  e n te r e d  
the c o n f l ic t  w ith  a s e n s e  of s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  for  in  the v ie w  
of a c o n te m p o r a r y  w i t n e s s  in the U n ited  S ta te s ,  "the w a r  b e tw e en  
the U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o  a r o s e  f r o m  v a r io u s  s u b je c t s  o f  ju st  
co m p la in t  on the p a r t  of the U n ited  S ta te s  a g a in s t  M ex ic o ,  "45 
Under the le a d e r s h ip  of a p r e s id e n t  w ho  p r o f e s s e d  e x p a n s io n i s t  
in c l in a t io n s ,  the A m e r ic a n s  thus e n g a g e d  the d i s o r g a n iz e d  and  
i l l - p r e p a r e d  M ex ic a n  n ation  in a r a th e r  o n e - s id e d  m i l i t a r y  c o n ­
te s t .  T he w a r  w a s  u n d erw ay  on ly  a s h o r t  t im e  b e fo r e  a m o v e ­
m e n t  fo r  the s e i z u r e  of a l l  M e x ic o  e m e r g e d  in  the U nited  S ta te s .  
P r e s id e n t  P o lk 's  d e s i r e  to a cq u ire  t e r r i t o r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e n t  no
45]sjorman A. G ra eb n e r ,  E m p ir e  on the P a c i f i c : A  
Study in  A m e r ic a n  C on tin en ta l E x p a n s io n  (N ew  Y ork, 1955), 
107, 108; M aury, S t a te s m e n  of A m e r i c a  in  1846, 259 .
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fu r th e r  than  C a l i fo r n ia ,  h en ce  the  m o v e m e n t  w a s  sq u e lc h e d .  ^  
T he w a r  and th e  s e i z e - a l l - M e x i c o  m o v e m e n t  had n e v e r t h e l e s s  
m a d e  a d is t in c t  i m p r e s s i o n  upon the c o n s e r v a t iv e  e l e m e n t s  o f  
the  M e x ic a n  p e o p le  and th e ir  l e a d e r s .  In th e ir  m in d s ,  the f e a r s  
of A la m a n  w e r e  j u s t i f i e d  a fter  a l l ,  and the p o l i c i e s  he  had f o r m ­
u la t e d  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  w i s e  o n e s .  The U n ited  S t a te s  had n e v e r  
r e a l l y  b e e n  the f r i e n d  of M e x ic o  but had d e s i r e d  o n ly  to e x p lo i t  
i t s  n e ig h b o r .  On the o th er  hand, th o se  M e x ic a n s  w ho f a v o r e d  a  
f e d e r a l i s t  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  c o n te n d ed  that A la m a n 's  s u s ­
p ic io n s  had b ro u g h t  r e c ip r o c a t io n  f r o m  the U n ited  S ta te s .  T h e y  
a r g u e d  that the c e n t r a l i s t s  w e r e  to b la m e  fo r  th e  i l l s  of M e x ic o ,  
and fo r  the d is r u p t io n  o f M e x ic a n - U n i te d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s .
W h a tev er  th e  a n s w e r ,  the o u ts ta n d in g  fa c t  w h ic h  e m e r g e s  i s  
that th e  r o le  o f  L u c a s  A la m a n  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  M e x ic a n -
4 6 E d w a rd  G. B ou rn e , "The U n ited  S t a te s  an d  M ex ico ,  1 8 4 7 -  
1848, 11 A m e r i c a n  H is t o r i c a l  R e v i e w , V (1 8 9 9 -1 9 0 0 ) ,  492; John D. 
P . F u l l e r ,  "T he M o v e m e n t  for  th e  A c q u is i t io n  o f  A l l  M ex ic o ,  
1 8 4 6 -1 8 4 8 ,  " T h e  Joh n s H opkins U n iv e r s i t y  S tu d ie s  in  H i s t o r i c a l  
and P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e , LIV (1936), 12. A ls o  c o n s u l t  W ein b erg  
fo r  an  e x c e l l e n t  an d  th orou gh  d i s c u s s i o n  of th e  e x t e n s iv e  n a t io n a l  
d eb a te  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  in  r e f e r e n c e  to the p o s s i b l e  a n n ex a t io n  
o f  M e x ic o  in  1847 . A lth ou gh  t h o s e  w ho f a v o r e d  a n n ex a t io n  u s e d  
the: p r e te x t  of r e g e n e r a t in g  M e x ic a n s ,  in the m a in  th ey  f e a r e d  
th a t  M e x ic o ,  in  a  w e a k e n e d  s i tu a t io n ,  m ig h t  f a l l  un d er  the a e g i s  
o f  s o m e  o th er  p o w e r .  C e r ta in ly ,  th e r e  w e r e  t h o s e  w ho w a n te d  
M e x ic o  s im p ly  on  the b a s i s  of t e r r i t o r i a l  a g g r a n d iz e m e n t .  
C h a p ter  VI, 1 6 0 -1 8 9 ,  p a s s i m .
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U n ited  S t a te s  r e la t io n s  w a s  c r i t i c a l  d u r in g  the y e a r s  f r o m  the  
in c e p t io n  of d ip lo m a c y  u n t i l  th e  f a l l  o f  S an ta  Anna. C e r ta in ly  
th is  p e r io d  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  e r a  of S an ta  A nna, fo r  h is  
m a g n e t ic  p e r s o n a l i t y  in f lu e n c e d  a l l  a s p e c t s  of M e x ic a n  l i f e .
A t th e  s a m e  t im e ,  i t  w a s  A la m a n , not S an ta  Anna, w h o  c o n ­
fr o n te d  P o in s e t t ,  and in d e e d  b e s t e d  h im , to s e t  the to n e  for  
r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  n a t io n s .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  w a s  A la m a n ’s 
p o l i c y  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  the T e x a s  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  in i t ia te d  
M e x ic a n  s u s p ic io n  an d  m i s t r u s t  of the U n ited  S ta te s  a s  to  i t s  
t e r r i t o r i a l  a m b it io n s .
W ithout q u e s t io n ,  A la m a n  w a s  a c o m p le x  p e r s o n a l i t y .
T h u s ,  an  e x a m in a t io n  of h is  e a r ly  y e a r s  and long c a r e e r  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  fo r  an  in s ig h t  in to  h i s  o u t lo o k s ,  p r e j u d ic e s ,  and  
p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y .  To a d e g r e e ,  he  w a s  a  m a n  o f  tw o  w o r ld s ,  
a d h er in g  to the o ld  d a y s  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s u p r e m a c y  y e t  d e s ir in g  
to  c r e a t e  a m o d e r n  in d u s t r ia l  n a t ion . A n  u n d ers ta n d in g ,  c o n ­
s e q u e n t ly ,  o f  A la m a n 's  b a ck g ro u n d  and o f  h is  c a r e e r  e n h a n c e s  
in  la r g e  m e a s u r e  an  a p p r e c ia t io n  of the c o u r s e  he f o l lo w e d  in  
d e a lin g  w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s .
C H A P T E R  II
T H E  BA CK G R O U ND , C A R E E R , A N D  
P O L IT IC A L  PH IL O SO PH Y  O F  
LUCAS IGNACIO A L A M A N
L u c a s  A la m a n ’s p r o n o u n c e d  s u s p ic io n  o f the U n ited  S ta te s ,  
and h i s  o p p o s i t io n  to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c l o s e  d ip lo m a t ic  t i e s  
b e t w e e n  th at n a t io n  and h is  ow n, e v o lv e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  c e r t a in  
c o n c lu s io n s  r e a c h e d  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly ,  fo r m a t iv e  y e a r s  of h is  
c a r e e r .  M o r e o v e r ,  h is  b a ck g ro u n d  w a s  one th at r e f l e c t e d  an  
a d h e r e n c e  to o r d e r  and c o n s e r v a t i s m .  H e w a s  not a ttu n ed  to  
the i d e a s .o f  the A m e r i c a n  and F r e n c h  R e v o lu t io n s  p r e v a i l in g  
in  the  la te  e ig h te e n th  and e a r l y  n in e te e n th  c e n t u r i e s .  T hat  
A la m a n  a p p r e c ia te d  o r d e r  w a s  in d ic a t iv e  of h is  s c i e n t i f i c  m in d ,  
and i t  w a s  h i s  n a tu re  to o p p o se  an y  d is r u p t iv e  f o r c e  w h ic h  c o n ­
c e iv a b ly  t h r e a te n e d  to  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  s y s t e m a t i c  p r o c e s s e s  he 
d e e m e d  e s s e n t i a l ,  w h e th e r  in  r e f e r e n c e  to h is  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  or  
to th e  w e l f a r e  o f  h is  co u n try .  B e c a u s e  he e a r ly  c o n c lu d e d  that  
the U n ited  S t a te s  a f fo r d e d  s u c h  a  th r e a t  to the o r d e r ly  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t  o f  M e x ic o ,  h e  s t e e l e d  h i m s e l f  to o p p o se  an y  e n c r o a c h ­
m e n t s  on th e  p a r t  of th at nation .
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B o r n  on  O c to b e r  18, 1792, in  th e  im p o r ta n t  m in in g  c e n te r  
o f  G uanajuato , A la m a n  w a s  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  an  o ld - l in e  S p a n ish  
fa m ily ,  fo r  h is  fa th e r  w a s  Juan V ic e n te  A la m a n , a  n a t iv e  of  
O c h a g a v ia  in  th e  S a la z a r  V a l le y  of N a v a r r e .   ̂ A c c o r d in g  to  
A la m a n , a s  r e c o r d e d  in  h is  a u to b io g ra p h y , h is  f a t h e r ' s  f a m i ly  
w a s  " d ecen t  and h o n o r a b le .  " H is  m o th e r  w a s  a  d e s c e n d a n t  of  
the M a rq u is  de San  C le m e n te  and b e lo n g e d  to one o f  the p r in c ip a l  
f a m i l i e s  in  G uanajuato. A t the a p p r o p r ia te  t im e ,  A la m a n  c o m ­
m e n c e d  h is  e d u c a t io n  and, a s  he r e c o r d e d ,  l e a r n e d  to r e a d  un der  
the tu te la g e  of J o s e f a  C a m a c h o  of G uanajuato. He le a r n e d  to  
w r i t e  in  th e  s c h o o l  o f  B e le n ,  un der  the g u id a n c e  of F r ia r  J o s e  
de S an  G e r o n im o ,  and h is  fa th e r  d e m o n s tr a te d  h is  g r a t itu d e  by  
payin g  fo r  the  c o n s t r u c t io n  of an a d d it io n a l  r o o m  fo r  the s c h o o l ,
^ L u ca s  A la m a n , O b ra s  (3 v o l s .  ; M e x ic o ,  D. F ,  , 1 8 9 9 -  
1901), I, v i .
^ A la m a n , D o c u m e n to s  d iv e r s o s  ( in e d ito s  y  m u y  r a r o s )
{4 v o l s .  ; c o m p i la c i f in  de R a fa e l  A g u a y o  S p e n c e r ;  M e x ic o ,  D. F .  , 
1 9 4 5 -1 9 4 7 ) ,  IV, 11. A la m a n 's  c o m p le t e  w r i t in g s  a r e  c o l l e c t e d  
in  tw e lv e  v o lu m e s  in  the s e r i e s  e n t i t le d  C o le c c io n  de g r a n d e s  
a u t o r e s  m e x ic a n o s .  In th is  c o l l e c t i o n  a r e  the D i s e r t a c i o n e s  
{3 v o l s .  ), the D o c u m e n to s  d iv e r s o s  {4 v o l s .  ), and the H is t o r ia  
de M e j ic o  (5 v o l s ,  ). T he c o m p i la t io n  of A la m a n 's  w o r k s ,  u n d er  
th e  g e n e r a l  d ir e c t io n  o f  C a r lo s  P e r e y r a ,  w a s  b e g u n  in  1942 and  
c o m p le t e d  in  1947. The in v a lu a b le  U n iv e r s i t y  o f T e x a s ,  A u s t in ,  
A la m a n  A r c h iv e s  i s  in c lu d e d  in  the D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , a s  a r e  
m a n y  o f  h i s  o f f i c ia l  d ip lo m a t ic  p a p e r s ,  and h is  a u to b io g ra p h y .
’’g r a t i tu d e  fo r  the in s t r u c t io n  w h ic h  I r e c e i v e d  t h e r e ,  At an  
e a r l y  a g e  th e  y ou n g  A la m a n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  f a c i l i t y  fo r  in t e l ­
l e c t u a l  e n d e a v o r .  A f te r  a m a s t e r y  o f th e  r u d im e n ts ,  he  c o n ­
t in u ed  h is  w o r k  w ith  the s tu d y  o f  L atin , in s t r u c te d  b y  F r a n c i s c o  
C o r n e l io  D io s a d o .  W ith in  a  y e a r ,  A la m a n  had m a s t e r e d  the 
w o r k s  of C o r n e l iu s  N e p o s ,  V ir g i l ,  H o r a c e ,  and O vid . On 
S e p t e m b e r  6, 1805, h e  s to o d  for  h is  p u b lic  e x a m in a t io n ;  h is  
p e r f o r m a n c e  w a s  e x c e l l e n t ,  and A la m a n , now a l m o s t  th ir t e e n  
y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  w a s  d e s ig n a te d  b e s t  a m o n g  a l l  p a r t ic ip a n ts .
H avin g  a c q u ir e d  a  b a s i c  k n o w led g e  of r e a d in g ,  w r i t in g ,  and  
L a tin , he th en  u n d e r to o k  th e  s tu d y  o f  m a t h e m a t ic s  in  the J e s u i t  
c o l l e g e  o f  P u r i s i m a  C o n c e p c io n  de G uanajuato . ^
A s  A la m a n  d e v e lo p e d  p r o f ic i e n c y  in  m a t h e m a t ic s  he b e c a m e  
i n t e r e s t e d  a l s o  in  th e  s c i e n c e  of m in e r a lo g y ,  It w a s  noted  in  
the in t r o d u c to r y  m e m o ir  o f  an  1825 t r a n s la t io n  of A la m a n 1 s 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e p o r t  fo r  th at y e a r  th at "an in h a b ita n t  of  
G u an axu ato  / s i c /  c o u ld  s c a r c e l y  f a i l  a t ta in in g  s o m e  s m a t te r in g  
of m in e r a lo g y ,  and th is  in t e r e s t in g  s c i e n c e  found in  A la m a n  an
3 A la m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , IV, 11.
^ A la m a n , O b r a s ,  I, v i i - v i i i ;  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  HI,
5 0 6 ; IV, 12.
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e n t h u s ia s t i c  and a c c o m p l i s h e d  v o ta r y .  A la m a n  a c q u ir e d  a  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th is  d i s c ip l in e  u n d er  the g u id a n c e  o f h is  fa th e r ,  
and h e  s o o n  d e v e lo p e d  a  f i r s t - h a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  m e t a l s  
w h ile  w o r k in g  in  th e  m in e  o f C ata  in  G uan ajuato . A s  A la m a n  
r e c a l l e d ,  th is  f i r s t  a c t iv i t y  g a v e  h im  a lo v e  o f  m in e r a lo g y  
w h ic h  he a lw a y s  r e t a in e d .^  In 1807, he  a c c o m p a n ie d  h is  s i s t e r  
and b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  to  the c o lo n y  o f N ueva  S a n ta n d er  in  T a m a u l ip a s  
p r o v in c e ,  w h e r e  the b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  M an u el I tu r b e ,  w a s  to s e r v e  
a s  g o v e r n o r .  He r e m a in e d  th e r e  u n t i l  M ay 1808 , r e tu r n in g  w ith  
h is  s i s t e r  to G uan ajuato  upon the d ea th  o f th e ir  fa th e r .  A la m a n  
sa w  to th e  a f f a ir s  o f  h is  f a m i ly  fo l lo w in g  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death , and  
he th en  m o v e d  h is  m o t h e r  and f a m i ly  to  M e x ic o  C ity , e s t a b l i s h in g
n
th e r e  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  fo r  th em .
In  M e x ic o  C ity , A la m a n  le a r n e d  F r e n c h ,  s tu d y in g  in  the  
l ib r a r y  of M a n u e l d e l  V a l le  at 24  T acu b a  S t r e e t ,  A fte r  th is  
p e r io d  of s tu d y , he  and h is  f a m i ly  r e tu r n e d  to  G uanajuato , w h e r e  
he co n t in u e d  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d ie s  and r e a d  c l a s s i c a l  L atin .
5 A la m a n , T h e  P r e s e n t  S ta te  of M e x ic o  (L ond on , 1825), 20.  
T h is  t r a n s la t io n  and in tr o d u c to r y  m e m o ir  w a s  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  
s o o n - t o - b e - f a m o u s  B e n ja m in  D i s r a e l i ,  S e e  R o b e r t  B la k e ,  
D i s r a e l i  (N ew  Y o rk , 1967), 26 ,
^ A la m a n , D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  IV, 1 2 - 1 3 .
^Alaman, O b ras, I, v iii;  D ocu m en tos  d iv e r s o s ,  IV, 13.
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He a l s o  c u l t iv a te d  an  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  m u s ic ,  e s p e c ia l ly  that of
Q
the g u ita r . Up to  th is  point, he had le d  a r e la t iv e ly  n o rm a l  
and u n c o m p lic a te d  l i fe ,  but the y e a r  w a s  1810, and the young  
m a n  of e ig h te e n  w a s  about to w i t n e s s  e v e n ts  w h ich  w ou ld  a f fec t  
h is  e n t ir e  e x i s t e n c e  and d e te r m in e  the d e v e lo p m e n t  of h is  
p o l i t ic a l  and s o c i a l  ou tlook s .
A fter  tw o y e a r s  of p rep a ra tio n , on S ep tem b er  16, 1810, 
F a th er  M ig u e l H id a lg o  r a i s e d  the s ta n d a rd  of r e v o l t  a g a in s t  
S p a in  in  M ex ico ,  i s s u in g  a c r y  of death  to  the G ach u p in es .
The e v en t  o c c u r r e d  in  the v i l la g e  of D o lo r e s ,  and w ith in  a 
s h o r t  t im e  the Ind ian s  who had r a l l i e d  to  F a th e r  H id a lg o 's  
g r i to  w e r e  sw a r m in g  into  n e a r - b y  Guanajuato. T w e lv e  days  
a fter  the c a l l  to  r e v o l t ,  the in fa m o u s  m a s s a c r e  of S p an ish  
r e s id e n t s  and s o l d i e r s  in  the A lh o n d ig a  de G ran ad itas  took  
p la c e .  M any p e o p le  w e r e  s la u g h t e r e d  in d i s c r im in a t e ly  b y  the  
u n d is c ip l in e d  In d ia n s ,  in c lu d in g  the intendant of the p r o v in c e ,  
the en lig h ten ed  Juan A ntonio R iano , a fr ie n d  of the A la m a n  
fa m ily .  T h is  b lo o d y  even t, a c c o r d in g  to one au th or ity , "m ade  
an  in d e l ib le  i m p r e s s i o n  /o n  A la m a n /  and probably  g a v e  h is  
m in d  the c o n s e r v a t iv e  bent w h ic h  h a s  s o  o ften  b e e n  la m e n ted
S lb id . , v i i i - i x ;  1 3 -1 4 .
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by l ib e r a l s .  "9 A la m a n  took  h is  f a m i ly  and f le d  to  M e x ic o  City. 
He w o u ld  n ev er  f o r g e t  the a tr o c i ty  he  had w i tn e s s e d .
In th e  n o r m a l o r d e r  of th in g s ,  A la m a n  m o r e  th an  l ik e ly  
w ould h a v e  r e m a in e d  in  Guanajuato in h is  fa m ily  h o m e  as  a 
m in in g  e n g in e e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of the eru p t io n  of v io le n c e  
in 1810, h is  l i fe  c h a n g ed  r a d ic a l ly .  He re tu rn ed  to M ex ico  C ity  
d is g u s te d  w ith  the p r in c ip le s  to w h ic h  H id a lg o 's  r e v o lu t io n  w a s  
d e d ica ted . M o r e o v e r ,  h e  w o u ld  a lw a y s  r e m e m b e r  how .the 
Indians h ad  m is t r e a t e d  h im , w h o m  th ey  thought to be  one of the 
h ated  G a ch u p in es .  ^
A la m a n  con tin u ed  h is  s c h o la s t i c  e n d e a v o r s  in  the ca p ita l  
upon a r r iv a l  th er e  in  D e c e m b e r  1810, studying c h e m is t r y  and  
m in e r a lo g y  in  the C o le g io  de M in er fa  under M anuel C o te ro  and 
A n d re s  d e l  R io , r e s p e c t iv e ly .  On S e p te m b e r  11, 1813, he w as  
c e r t i f i e d  w ith  g r e a t  honor in  both f i e ld s .  He then b e g a n  w ork  
under the  d ir e c t io n  of V ic e n te  C e r v a n te s  in  botany and r e c e iv e d  
s im i la r  c e r t i f i c a t io n  on S e p te m b e r  30 o f  the sa m e  y e a r .  E v e n ­
tu a lly , A la m a n  a c q u ir e d  p r o f ic ie n c y  a s  w e l l  in  c a lc u lu s  and
^ S im p so n , Many M e x ic o s , 212.  
lO A lam an, D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , I, 3. 
n Ibid . , IV, 14.
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g e o m e tr y .  He a l s o  im p r o v e d  h is  k n ow led ge  of F r e n c h  and stu d ied
the E n g l ish  and I ta l ia n  to n g u e s .  It w as  a t  th is  t im e ,  a s  A la m a n
r e la ted ,  that he  d e c id e d  to m a k e  a jo u rn ey  to v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s
in  E u rop e , h e n c e  the study of the s e v e r a l  fo r e ig n  la n g u a g e s .  ^
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a t  th is  point he had d e te r m in e d  to p r e p a r e  h im s e l f
fo r  the p e r io d  o f c r i s i s  w h ich  he fo r e s a w  fo r  M ex ico , and he
con c lu d ed  that he cou ld  b e s t  r e a d y  h i m s e l f  fo r  s e r v i c e  to  h is
13cou n try  by t r a v e l in g  and stud y ing  in  E u ro p e .
A la m a n  d ep a r te d  V e r a  C ru z  in Jan u ary  1814 on  b o a r d  the 
S p a n ish  b r ig a n t in e  F e  r ig  non, bound for  C a d iz  v ia  H avana, He 
w a s  at f i r s t  a c c o m p a n ie d  by an  o ld  f a m ily  fr ien d , T o m a s  G on za lez  
C a ld ero n , but c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e  su ch  that he cou ld  not m ake the  
journey; a s  a r e s u l t ,  A la m a n  had as a t r a v e l in g  co m p a n io n  Dr. 
V ic to r in o  de  la s  F u e n te s ,  a c l e r i c  fro m  Irap u ato  w ho w a s  a  
deputy to the S p a n ish  C o r te s .  A fter  a s to p o v e r  of s e v e r a l  days  
in  H avana, A la m a n 's  sh ip  a r r iv e d  in C adiz  on May 30, 1814.
D r . F u e n te s  l e f t  forth w ith  for  M adrid, but A la m a n  r e m a in e d  a 
m on th  in  the p o r t  c ity .
A fter  v i s i t in g  in  S e v i l l e  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  "with P onz / ' s  
V ia je  a E s p a n a /  in  hand, ’’ and o b se rv in g  the a r t i s t i c  a t tr a c t io n s
i^Alam Sn, O bras, I, ix -x ;  D ocum entos d iv e r s o s , IV, 14.
^ A la m a n ,  State of M exico , 23,
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o f  th at c ity ,  he w e n t  to  C o rd o b a  fo r  the s a m e  p u r p o s e .  E v e n ­
tu a l ly ,  at the  b e g in n in g  o f Ju ly  he  m a d e  h i s  w a y  to  M ad rid .  
H e r e  he  b e c a m e  w e l l  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  v a r io u s  A m e r i c a n  
d e p u t ie s  to th e  C o r t e s ,  in  a d d it io n  to  h is  f e l lo w  c o u n tr y m e n ,  
T he youn g M e x ic a n  in t e l l e c t u a l  w a s  p a r t i c u la r ly  p l e a s e d  to  
m a k e  the a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  n u m e r o u s  d i s t in g u is h e d  p r o f e s s o r s  
o f  the  n a tu ra l  s c i e n c e s .  H is  e a g e r n e s s  to s e e  the S p a n ish  
c o u n t r y s id e  did not a b a te  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  M ad r id . A s he  
l a t e r  r e c o u n te d ,  he v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  m a g n i f ic e n t  s i t e s  su ch  a s  
th e  fa m o u s  E s c o r i a l .  ^
A fte r  an  e n jo y a b le  and i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  s ta y  in  M adrid ,  
A la m a n  in  O c to b e r  s e t  out fo r  F r a n c e .  H e p a s s e d  th rou gh  
B u r g o s ,  V ic to r ia ,  and T o lo s a  and a r r iv e d  in  P a r i s  a t  the 
b eg in n in g  o f  N o v e m b e r .  U pon a r r iv a l ,  he  m e t  F r i a r  S erv a n d o  
T e r e s a  de M ie r ,  and due to h is  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  w a s  tak en  in to  
a c i r c l e  o f  im p o r ta n t  p e r s o n s .  It w a s  at th is  t im e  th at A la m a n  
b e c a m e  p e r s o n a l ly  f a m i l ia r  w ith  the h i s t o r y  of the  r e c e n t  
r e v o lu t io n  and N a p o le o n ic  p e r io d  w h ile  p u rsu in g  th e  stud y  o f  
p h y s i c s ,  c h e m is t r y ,  and m in e r a lo g y  at the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P a r i s  
w ith  a c k n o w le d g e d  a u t h o r i t ie s  in  t h e s e  f i e l d s .  M o r e o v e r ,
14A.lam.an, D ocu m en tos  d iv e r s o s ,  IV, 14-15 .
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A la m a n  w a s  in  P a r i s  w h e n  N a p o leo n , h a v in g  e s c a p e d  f r o m  th e
i s l e  o f  E lb a , r e t u r n e d  to  the c i t y  to  in i t ia te  h is  "H undred D a y s '
R u le .  " A s  A la m a n  r e m e m b e r e d  the e v e n t s ,  the  r e t u r n  o f  N a p o le o n
"w ith  h is  m o t iv e  fo r  w a r f a r e  w a s  the c a u s e  fo r  m y  g o in g  to
E n g lan d . " He e m b a r k e d  fo r  the i s l a n d  k in g d o m  in  A p r i l  1815  
15f r o m  D ie p p e .
T he s u m m e r  o f 1815 w a s  s p e n t  in  E n g la n d  an d  S c o t la n d .  
A la m a n  th en  r e tu r n e d  to  P a r i s  in  S e p t e m b e r ,  w h e r e  he  r e m a in e d  
fo r  a  t im e  b e f o r e  d e p a r t in g  for  I ta ly .  ^  I t  w o u ld  a p p ea r  th a t  th is  
s o j o u r n  in  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s  had  a p ro fou n d  e f f e c t ,  fo r  t h e r e a f t e r  
he w o u ld  d e m o n s tr a te  a  m a r k e d  f a v o r i t i s m  to w a r d  anyth ing  o f  an  
E n g l i s h  n a tu r e .  In d eed , i t  i s  l ik e ly  th at A la m a n  d e v e lo p e d  h i s  
o u t lo o k  to w a r d  a m o d e r n  in d u s t r ia l i z e d  M e x ic o  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
th is  s u m m e r  s p e n t  in  E n g lan d .
In  M a r c h  1816, A la m a n  and a  M r. C o lo m b e l l e  le f t  P a r i s  
to  b e g in  a  tou r  of I ta ly .  H is  t r a v e l in g  c o m p a n io n  w a s  in tr o d u c e d  
to  h im  by P r o f e s s o r  D e l a m e t a ir i e  of th e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  w ho w a s  a 
m in e r a lo g y  s p e c i a l i s t  in  w h o s e  h o m e  A la m a n  h ad  s t a y e d  up on
^ I b i d .  , 15, 16. F o r  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  F r a y  M ie r  and h i s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  s e e  G e r m a n  A r c in i e g a s ,  L a t in  A m e r i c a : A  C u ltu r a l  
H is t o r y  (N ew  Y o rk , 1967 ), 3 0 8 -3 1 0 .
16A lam an, D o cu m en to s  d iv e r s o s ,  IV, 16.
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h is  r e t u r n  f r o m  E n g la n d . T h e y  c r o s s e d  th e  A lp s  a s  th e y  m a d e  
th e ir  w a y  south , an d  the tw o m e n  r e a c h e d  T u r in  on th e  s ix te e n th  
o f  A p r i l .  F r o m  t h e r e  th e y  w e n t  to G en e v a .  A fte r  a v i s i t  to the  
s i t e s  o f  the b a t t le s  of P a v ia  and M a ren g o , A la m a n  and h is  new  
f r ie n d  a r r iv e d  in  M ila n  a t  th e  end of A p r i l .  D u rin g  th e  m o n th s  o f  
M ay and  June, A la m S n  jo u r n e y e d  th rou gh ou t n o r th e r n  I ta ly .  He 
and C o lo m b e l l e  th en  t r a v e le d  to  R o m e ,  and A la m a n  o n ce  a g a in  
b e c a m e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  im p o r ta n t  in d iv id u a ls  su c h  a s  C a rd in a l  
G o n z a lv i ,  a s s i s t a n t  to  P o p e  P iu s  VII, and C a r d in a l  B a r d a j i  of 
Sp a in . A la m a n  and  C o lo m b e l l e  s e p a r a t e d  a t  th is  p o in t ,  and  
A la m a n  a lo n e  c o n t in u e d  h is  jo u r n e y  w ith  a  v i s i t  to N a p le s .  U pon  
h is  r e t u r n  to  R o m e ,  he  e n c o u n t e r e d  and b e f r ie n d e d  F r a n c i s c o  
F a g o a g a ,  a  f e l lo w  c o u n tr y m a n ,  and the tw o  m e n  a f t e r  r e s p e c t iv e  
s e p a r a t e  tr ip s  to  F l o r e n c e  and B o lo u g n e  c o n t in u e d  th e ir  t r a v e ls  
t o g e t h e r .  T h ey  v i s i t e d  th e  p r in c ip a l  c i t i e s  o f  L o m b a r d y  and  
V e n e t ia  b e fo r e  m a k in g  th e ir  w a y  in to  S w it z e r la n d .  ^
F r o m  S w it z e r la n d  F a g o a g a  r e tu r n e d  to  P a r i s ,  but A la m a n  
jo u r n e y e d  n o r th w a r d  in to  G e r m a n y .  It w a s  O c to b e r  o f  1817 w h en  
h e  a r r iv e d  in  S a x o n y , m a k in g  a v i s i t  to th e  m in e  a t F r e y b e r g .
H e w e n t  f r o m  S a x o n y  to  B e r l in ,  in  w h ic h  c i t y  he  m e t  th e
^ A la m a n ,  D o cu m en to s  d i v e r s o s , IV, 16-17; O bras, I,
x i i - x i i i .
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n a tu r a l is t ,  L eo p o ld  de Buch, He a l s o  to u red  the U n iv e r s i t i e s  
o f  G ott in gen  and M arb urg , as  w e l l  a s  the c e le b r a t e d  H a rz  m in e .
B y F e b r u a r y  1818, A la m a n  w a s  in  the c i ty  of A ix - la - C h a p e l l e ,  
and fr o m  th er e  he m a d e  h is  w a y  to  H ollan d  and the Low C o u n tr ie s .  
He r e tu r n e d  to P a r i s ,  f in a l ly ,  on M arch  21, 1818.
D u rin g  th e s e  y e a r s  of e x te n s iv e  t r a v e l ,  A la m a n  p r o f e s s e d  
to  be e n g a g e d  la r g e l y  in  s c ie n t i f i c  study. H o w e v er ,  he  w a s  a l s o  
studying the nature  and the e f f e c t s  of the v a r io u s  s y s t e m s  of  
g o v e r n m e n t  in  the na t ion s  v i s i t e d .  ^  T h e re  ca n  b e  l i t t le  doubt 
that A la m a n  w a s  in f lu e n c e d  by the p o l i t i c a l  a tm o s p h e r e  in  E u rop e  
at that t im e ,  for  the C o n g r e s s  of V ien n a  w a s  a ttem p tin g  to  r e tu r n  
E u ro p ea n  g o v e r n m e n ts  to  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  f o r m s  in  e x i s t e n c e  
p r io r  to the F r e n c h  R ev o lu t io n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  at the C o n g r e s s ,  
Count C le m e n s  vo n  M et te r n ic h  of A u s tr ia ,  w ho w ie ld e d  c o n tr o l  
and p o w e r  a s  the "C row n P r in c e  of C o n s e r v a t i s m ,  11 had w o r k e d  
to  e l im in a te  a l l  v e s t i g e s  of d e m o c r a c y  and l ib e r a l i s m  so  od iou s  
to  h im  and h i s  p e e r s .
W ith  the m e m o r y  of the ev en ts  of G uanajuato qu ite  f r e s h  in  
h is  m in d , A la m a n  in  a l l  l ik e l ih o o d  w a s  i m p r e s s e d  by the o c c u r ­
r e n c e s  of the day, for  c o n s e r v a t iv e  m e th o d s  of g o v e r n m e n t  and
18lb id .  , 1 7 -1 8  ; x i i i .
A lam an, State of M exico, 25.
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s o c ia l  organ ization , w e r e  r e in s t a te d  th rou ghout E u ro p e .  The  
c o n c ep ts  o f  l ib e r a l i s m ,  o f  w h ic h  he w a s  a lr e a d y  s u s p ic io u s ,  
w e r e  d en o u n ced  and, su p p o se d ly ,  s u p p r e s s e d .  A lth ough  he 
m ad e no r e f e r e n c e  to th e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a s  to  h is  im p r e s s io n  
of them , the p o l i t ic a l  m e th o d s  w h ich  he w o u ld  so o n  e m p lo y  in  
M ex ico  in d ic a te  w ith ou t q u e s t io n  that he a d h e r e d  to the p r in ­
c ip le s  propou nded  by the c o n s e r v a t iv e  C o n g r e s s  of V ien n a .
A la m a n  d ed ica ted  h i m s e l f  to in te n s iv e  s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d y  a fter  
h is  re tu r n  to P a r i s  in  1818, e x a m in in g  v a r io u s  m in in g  p r o c e ­
d u res  and m e th o d s  fo r  a n  ex te n d e d  p e r io d  of t im e .  F in a l ly ,  
in  A p r i l  1819 he d e p a r te d  fr o m  P a r i s  and t r a v e le d  to N a v a r r e ,  
w h ere  he v i s i t e d  for a t im e  w ith  h is  p a ter n a l  g r a n d p a re n ts .
On Ju ly  4 of that y e a r ,  he  w a s  once  m o r e  in  M adrid , He r e ­
tu rn ed  to F r a n c e  fo r  one m o r e  v i s i t ,  lea v in g  on  S e p tem b e r  12 
for P a r i s ,  w h e r e  he r e m a in e d  for  a sh o r t  t im e .  In D e c e m b e r  
h e  s e t  s a i l  fr o m  Le H a v re  fo r  h is  native land  on a F r e n c h  
b r ig a n t in e ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  by the f a m ily  of F a g o a g a .  On F e b r u a r y
27, 1820, A la m a n  r e a c h e d  V e r a  C ruz, and he  s e t  fo o t  on M ex ica n
? ns o i l  for  th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  s i x  y e a r s .
^OAlaman, D ocum entos d iv e r s o s , IV, 19-20; O bras, I,
x iv -x v .
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A la m a n 's  s tay  in  M ex ico , h o w e v e r ,  p ro v ed  of sh ort  
duration . He le a r n e d  upon a r r iv a l  in  V e r a  C ruz th at the l ib e r a l  
C o n st itu t io n  of 1812 h a d  b e e n  r e in s t a t e d  in  Sp a in  b y  the r e v o l t  
of C o lo n e l  R a fa e l  R ie g o ,  b r ing ing  about a new s e s s i o n  of the 
C o r te s .  A la m a n  r e tu r n e d  to G uanajuato for  the p u rp o se  of 
attending to the a f f a ir s  of h is  f a t h e r ' s  e s ta te ,  and  he le a r n e d  
of h is  s e l e c t i o n  as  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  fr o m  that c i ty  to the new  
C o r te s .  He w a s  now tw e n ty -n in e  y e a r s  of a g e .  He m ad e p r e p ­
a r a t io n s  fo r  the tr ip  to Spain  and l e f t  G uanajuato fo r  V e ra  C ruz  
in  D e c e m b e r  1820. H e b o a rd ed  the fr ig a te  T r e s  H e rm a n a s  in  
Jan u ary  1821, w ith  B u r d e o s  a s  h is  d e s t in a t io n , and a r r iv e d  in
O  1
M adrid  a t the beg in n in g  of May.
It w a s  a s  a m e m b e r  of the M e x ic a n  d e le g a t io n  to  th is  
s e s s i o n  o f  th e  S p a n ish  C o r te s  that A la m a n  f i r s t  d e m o n str a te d  
h is  p o l i t i c a l  ta le n t s .  W h ile  the C o r te s  w as  m e e t in g ,  A g u stm  
I turbide  s e i z e d  c o n tr o l  in  M ex ico  an d  p ro p o se d  a m o n a rc h y  
under h is  a u s p ic e s ,  hop in g  to take advantage of the d is jo in te d  
s itu a t io n  throughout the  S p a n ish  N ew  W orld. I tu rb id e  p e r su a d e d  
the p a tr io t ic  V ic en te  G u e r r e r o  to  jo in  h im  in an  in d ep en d en ce  
m o v e m e n t ,  and th e ir  un ion  brough t for th  the fa m o u s  P la n  of
21 A lam an, D ocum entos d iv e r so s ,  IV, 20.
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Ig u a la  in  F e b r u a r y  1821, B y S e p te m b e r ,  a l l  r e s i s t a n c e  w as
sw e p t  a s id e ,  and Iturb ide  w a s  in  the M ex ic a n  c a p ita l .  On
S e p tem b e r  27, he p r o c la im e d  th e  in d ep en d en ce  of M e x ic o .
T h e  M e x ic a n  d e le g a te s  in  M a d r id  w e r e  c o n fu se d .  T h e ir
s i tu a t io n  w a s  r a th e r  p r e c a r io u s ,  and it w a s  a t  th is  t im e  that
A la m a n  b e c a m e  the u n o ff ic ia l  but e loquent s p o k e s m a n  of h is
grou p . A c c o r d in g  to  a c o n te m p o r a r y  accou nt,
no p r in ted  r e c o r d s  e x i s t  . . .  o f  the p r o c e e d in g s  
^of the C o r te s  a t th is  c r i s i s ,  but /a n  e y e w i t n e s s  
r e p o r t e d /  that during the s e v e r e  and c o n s ta n t  d i s ­
c u s s io n s  w h ic h  th is  im p o r ta n t  and o v e r w h e lm in g  
in t e l l ig e n c e  /n e w s  of the M e x ic a n  in d ep en d en ce  
d e c la r a t io n /  p ro d u ced  in  the S p an ish  C o r te s ,  the  
sp le n d id  ta le n ts  of A la m a n  w e r e  the a d m ir a t io n  
o f  a l l  p a r t i e s .  N igh t a f te r  n ight, w ith  b r i l l ia n t  
a n d  h o ly  e lo q u e n c e ,  w ith  undaunted  c o u r a g e ,  and  
u n a n sw e r a b le  a r g u m e n ts ,  he  v in d ic a te d  the c a u se  
a n d  con d u ct o f h i s  s e l f - d e l i v e r e d  c o u n try  . . . .
T o  Spain, f r e e  and r e g e n e r a te d ,  the dep u ty  of  
G uanaxuato / s i c /  w is h e d  p r o s p e r i t y  and s u c c e s s ,  
and tr u s t in g  th at in  fu tu re , b e tw e e n  S p a in  and  
M e x ic o ,  f id e l i t y  w ould  tu rn  to  fr ie n d s h ip  and  
a l le g ia n c e  to a f fec t io n ,  the A m e r ic a n  deputy  
c la im e d  the p r iv i l e g e s  and w ith d rew . ^2
A s  a r e s u l t  o f  th is  s p e e c h ,  A la m a n  w as s e l e c t e d  as the g e n e r a l
s e c r e t a r y  o f the C o r te s  s e s s i o n .  The body r e m a in e d  s e a t e d  fo r
th r e e  m o r e  m o n th s ,  th en  d i s m i s s e d  i t s e l f .  ^  A la m a n  d e c id e d
^ ^A lam an, S ta te  of M e x ic o , 3 5 -3 7 ,
^ A la m a n ,  D ocum entos  d i v e r s o s , III, 509; D is e r ta c io n e s ,
I, x i.
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to t r a v e l  to  F r a n c e  b e f o r e  r e tu r n in g  to M e x ic o .  A c c o m p a n ie d  
by a f e l lo w  C o r te s  d e le g a t e ,  J u a n  A n ton io  Y a n d io la ,  h e  a r r i v e d  
in  P a r i s  on  M a rc h  1, 1822. F r o m  P a r i s  he  m a d e  h is  w a y  th r o u g h ­
out th e  c o u n t r y s id e  in  a n  a t te m p t  to  s e e  v a r io u s  p la c e s  n ot v i s i t e d  
d u rin g  h is  p r io r  s o jo u r n  in  F r a n c e ,  H e r e t u r n e d  to  P a r i s  in  
A p r i l ,  r e m a in e d  t h e r e  u n til  S e p t e m b e r ,  th e n  d e p a r te d  f r o m  
L e H a v r e  fo r  M e x ic o .  ^
U pon a r r i v a l  in  h i s  n ative  lan d , A la m a n  d i s c o v e r e d  th at the  
p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  w a s  c h a o t ic .  I tu r b id e 's  s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  
m o n a r c h y  had c o l l a p s e d  in  D e c e m b e r  1822, an d  the " e m p e r o r "  
f le d  in to  e x i l e .  N ow , in  M a rc h  1823, A la m a n  le a r n e d  th a t  the  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  M e x ic o  w a s  in  a  d a n g e r o u s  t r a n s i t io n a l  s ta g e ,  
un der  the d i r e c t io n  o f  a  p r o v i s io n a l  e x e c u t iv e  c o n s i s t in g  o f  
th r e e  g e n e r a l s .  B e c a u s e  of th e  a b i l i t y  he  h a d  e x h ib i te d  in  
M a d r id  a s  a  C o r t e s  d e le g a te ,  o n  A p r i l  12 A la m a n  a t a g e  th ir ty  
w a s  a p p o in te d  by th e  in t e r im  g o v e r n m e n t  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  
M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a ir s  a n d  I n te r io r  R e la t io n s .  He thus
2 4 j t  w a s  d u rin g  th is  s u m m e r  th at A la m a n ,  hav in g  m e t  the  
n a t u r a l i s t  B a r o n  v o n  H um boldt, c o n s id e r e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
e s t a b l i s h in g  e i th e r  a  F r e n c h  o r  E n g l i s h - f in a n c e d  c o m p a n y  to  
d e v e lo p  M e x i c o ’s m in in g  in d u s tr y .  H u m b old t e n c o u r a g e d  s u c h  
a v e n tu re  and s u p p l ie d  s o m e  G e r m a n  m o n e t a r y  su p p o rt .  A  
co m p a n y  s u b s e q u e n t ly  w a s  f o r m e d  w ith  E n g l i s h  b ack in g , and  
A la m a n  la t e r  w a s  g iv e n  c r e d i t  f o r  p r o m o t in g  e x t e n s iv e  f o r e i g n  
in v e s t m e n t  in  M e x ic o .  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  III, 510, 511 ;
IV, 2 0 - 2 1 .
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a s s u m e d  h is  f i r s t  p o l i t ic a l  o f f ic e  for  M e x ic o ,  in it ia t in g  an  
im p r e s s i v e  and, fo r  M ex ic o ,  c r i t i c a l  c a r e e r  of s e r v i c e .  Soon  
a fter  th is  app o in tm en t, he w e d  N a r c i s a  G a r c ia  C a s t r i l lo ,  the  
dau ghter  o f  a w e l l - t o - d o  G uanajuato m e r c h a n t  of S p a n ish  
o r ig in ,  and the n e w ly - m a r r ie d  couple  th en  e s t a b l i s h e d  a hom e  
in  th e  c a p ita l .  ^
A la m a n  a s s u m e d  h is  new d u ties  in  e a r n e s t ,  a s  w a s  h is  
n a tu re . B e c a u s e  of the r ep u ta t io n  h e  h ad  a c q u ir e d  in  the 
S p a n ish  C o r te s ,  A la m a n 's  ta le n ts  and k n o w led g e  w e r e  a p p r e ­
c ia te d  by h is  c o l l e a g u e s .  In  sp ite  o f  th e  c o n fu se d  s i tu a t io n  in  
w h ic h  he found h im s e l f ,  he w o r k e d  d i l ig e n t ly  at h is  ta sk .  He 
d ev o ted  h i m s e l f  to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and o r g a n iz a t io n  of a 
g e n e r a l  a r c h iv e s  fo r  the nation , and he w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  for  
the c r e a t io n  o f a M u seu m  o f  A n c ie n t  and N a tu r a l  H is to r y ,  In 
th is  w a y  w a s  he  ab le  to  fu l f i l l  one of h is  p e r s o n a l  g o a l s - - t h e  
p r e s e r v a t io n  o f a n c ie n t  M e x ic a n  and S p a n ish  d o cu m en ts  and  
a r t i f a c t s .  A l s o  during th is  ten u re  in  o f f ic e ,  A la m a n  n eg o tia ted  
an im p o r ta n t  c o m m e r c ia l  t r e a ty  w ith  G r e a t  B r ita in ,  w h ic h  had  
r e c e n t ly  r e c o g n iz e d  M e x ic a n  in d ep en d en ce , and the tw o  nations  
e x ch a n g ed  m i n i s t e r s .
^ A la m a n ,  D ocum entos d iv e r s o s , HI, 511; IV, 22; State
of M exico , 39.
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A la m a n 's  e n d e a v o r s  w e r e  not w ith ou t d if f ic u lty .  The  
c o m in g  o f in d ep en d en ce  c a u s e d  m a n y  M e x ic a n s  to  s tr ik e  out 
a g a in s t  r e m in d e r s  of c e n t u r ie s  of S p a n ish  c o n tr o l ,  and in  
S e p te m b e r  1823 an  a ttem p t  to d e s e c r a t e  the b o n e s  of H ern an  
C o r te s  w a s  p r e v e n te d  o n ly  b e c a u s e  of the d i l ig e n c e  of the 
F o r e ig n  S e c r e ta r y ,  w ho had the g r e a t  c o n q u is ta d o r e 's  c o r p s e  
m o v e d  f r o m  its  s e p u lc h e r  in  the I g l e s i a  d e l  H o s p ita l  de J e su s  
to  a n o th er  s i t e ,  unknown e x c e p t  to c e r t a in  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s .  
T h is  a c t  on h is  p art " fr e e d  h is  c o u n try  fr o m  the ig n o m in y  of  
su c h  a deed .
T he g e n e r a l  d i s o r d e r  in  M e x ic o  con tin u ed  and g r ew  e v e n  
m o r e  s e r io u s ;  in d eed , in  F e b r u a r y  1824, due to in c r e a s e d  
c r i t i c i s m  of h is  a c t io n s ,  and in  p a r t ic u la r  b e c a u s e  o f  the Sab a la  
r e v o l t  le d  by  G e n e r a l  J o s e  M a ria  L obato , A la m a n  r e s ig n e d  as  
F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  M in is t e r .  ^7 B e f o r e  th is  r e s ig n a t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
he had fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  h is  c a r e e r  d ea lt  w ith  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  
w h ich  w a s  the in i t ia l  f o r e ig n  p ow er  to a ck n o w led g e  M ex ic a n  
in d ep en d en ce .  A s  one a u th o r ity  o b s e r v e d ,  in h is  e a r ly  p o l i t i c a l
^ A l a m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  III, 5 1 1 -5 1 2 ;  O b ras , I, 
x i i i - x i v ;  D i s e r t a c i o n e s , I, x i i i .
2 7 A la m a n , D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , IV, 2 2 -2 3 ;  S im p so n ,
M any M e x ic o s ,  234.
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+  ? Rl i f e ,  A la m a n  f o l lo w e d  a  p o l i c y  of e q u i l ib r iu m . C o n se q u e n t ly ,
he  n e g o t ia te d  w ith  th e  n e ig h b o r  to  th e  n or th  in  s p i t e  of h is
s u s p ic io n s  o f  that c o u n try .
A la m a n  n e v e r t h e l e s s  q u e s t io n e d  the g o o d  fa i th  o f  the U n ited  
S t a t e s .  H e fa v o r e d  tr e a t in g  w ith  G r e a t  B r i ta in ,  a s  in d ic a te d  by  
h is  e f f o r t s  to  n e g o t ia te  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  to o k  
o f f ic e .  I t  g o e s  w ith o u t  sa y in g  th at h i s  m i s g iv in g s  in  th is  m a t t e r  
w e r e  n ot s im p ly  b a s e d  on  p r e j u d ic e s .  A fte r  r e c o g n i t io n  of the  
M e x ic a n  nation , th e  U n ited  S t a te s  in d ic a te d  th at i t  w o u ld  n am e  
an e n v o y  e x t r a o r d in a r y  and a m i n i s t e r  p le n ip o te n t ia r y ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  v a r io u s  c o n s u l s .  It w a s  a n t ic ip a te d  that o th er  n a t io n s  w o u ld  
a c t  l ik e w is e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  th e  d e s i r e  of th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  to  
g a in  a  tr a d e  a d v a n ta g e .  Soon , in  fa c t ,  a  c a p i t a l i s t i c  b a t t l e ­
g ro u n d  in  M e x ic o  w a s  a r e a l i t y ,  p r in c ip a l ly  b e t w e e n  the U n ited  
S ta te s  and  G r ea t  B r i t a in .  ^  J u s t  p r io r  to h is  r e s ig n a t io n ,  A la m a n  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  d u tifu lly  in fo r m e d  th e  M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s  on N o v e m b e r  
8, 1823, o f  the a c t io n  of r e c o g n i t io n  on the p a r t  of the U n ited  S ta te s  
and of th e  co n tin u in g  g o o d  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  the tw o  c o u n t r ie s .
2 8 A la m £ n , S e m b la n z a s  e id e a r i o  (p r o lo g o  y  s e l e c c i o n  de  
A r tu r o  A r n a iz  y  F r e g ;  M e x ic o ,  D . F .  , 1939), x iv .
^ A g u s t m  Cue C a n o v a s ,  H i s t o r i a  s o c i a l  y  e c o n o m ic a  de 
M e x ic o  1 5 2 1 -1 8 5 4  ( t e r c e r a  e d ic i f in  c o r r e g id a ;  M e x ic o ,  D. F .  ,
1963), 2 6 7 - 2 6 8 .
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In  th is  m e s s a g e  th er e  s e e m e d  to be  no c o v e r t  a n im o s i t y  or  
p r e ju d ic e .  F o r  the t im e  b e in g  at l e a s t ,  A la m a n  a p p a r e n t ly  
w a s  w i l l in g  to g iv e  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  en g en d er  
a s e n s e  of s i n c e r e  g o o d  w i l l  to w a rd  M e x ic o .  ^
A fte r  h i s  r e s ig n a t io n  f r o m  the g o v e r n m e n t  in  F e b r u a r y  
1824, A la m a n  tu rn ed  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  to  a  c o m m i s s i o n  w h ic h  w as  
o r g a n iz e d  to study m in in g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  M ex ic o .  W ith in  a 
b r i e f  t im e ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  o n c e  m o r e  w a s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l
O 1
a f f a ir s  of h i s  cou n try . T h e  c o n g r e s s  w h ic h  had a s s e m b l e d  
in  N o v e m b e r  1823 d r a f t e d  a c o n s t i tu t io n  q u ite  s i m i l a r  to  that of  
th e  U n ited  S t a te s  and h a d  d iv id e d  the c o u n tr y  in to  s t a t e s  and  
t e r r i t o r i e s .  The s t a t e s  w e r e  to e l e c t  t h e ir  ow n g o v e r n o r s  and  
l e g i s l a t u r e s ;  in  turn, th e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  w e r e  c h a r g e d  w ith  the  
s e l e c t i o n  o f the p r e s id e n t  an d  v ic e  p r e s i d e n t  of the n e w ly -  
d e c la r e d  r e p u b l ic .  F e l i x  F ern & n d ez , w h o  du rin g  th e  r e v o lu t io n ­
a r y  y e a r s  h ad  tak en  th e  n a m e  G uadalupe V ic to r ia ,  w a s  d e s ig n a te d
^ A l a m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , I, 6 0 -6 1 .  A s  to  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  th at the U n ite d  S t a t e s  w o u ld  c o m e  to the a id  o f  the  
L a tin  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r ie s  in  c a s e  of a  E u r o p e a n  in v a s io n ,  as  
p r o p o s e d  b y  the Q u ad ru p le  A l l ia n c e  m e m b e r s  w ith  the e x c e p t io n  
o f  G r ea t  B r i ta in ,  A la m a n  e a r l i e r  had r e p o r t e d  to  C o n g r e s s  on  
N o v e m b e r  1 that he d o u b ted  th e  M on roe  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  c o n ­
c e r n in g  no E u ro p ea n  in t e r v e n t io n  w o u ld  a c tu a l ly  be e n fo r c e d .
S e e  D e x te r  P e r k in s ,  T h e  M o n ro e  D o c tr in e  1 8 2 3 -1 8 2 6  (C a m ­
b r id g e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  192 7 ),  151.
^ A la m a n ,  D ocu m en tos  d iv e r s o s ,  IV, 2 2 -2 3 .
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the n a t io n 's  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t ,  and N ic o la s  B r a v o  w as  n a m ed  
v ic e  p r e s id e n t .  32
In May 1824, A la m a n  a g a in  s e r v e d  a s  M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  
A ffa ir s  daring  the c h a n g e -o v e r  p e r io d  in  g o v e r n m e n t ,  r e l in q u ish in g  
th is  p o s t  in S e p te m b e r .  C ogn izan t o f the fa c t  that A la m a n  w a s  a 
m o s t  cap ab le  p o l i t ic ia n ,  in  Jan u ary  1825 P r e s id e n t - d e s ig n a t e  
V ic to r ia  app oin ted  h im  a s  h is  M in is t e r  for  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s . 
C o n seq u en tly ,  for  the th ird  t im e  s in c e  the d e b a c le  of I tu r b id e 's  
m o n a rc h y ,  A la m a n  w a s  s e l e c t e d  to o v e r s e e  the in ter n a l  and  
e x te r n a l  a f fa ir s  and th e  fo r e ig n  r e la t io n s  of M e x ic o .  33
A la m a n  s e r v e d  P r e s id e n t  V ic t o r ia  as F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  M in ­
i s t e r  un til  S e p tem b e r  26 , 1825, a r e la t iv e l y  b r i e f  te n u r e .  H ow ­
e v e r ,  it w as  during th is  e ig h t -m o n th  p er io d  th at the d ir e c t io n  o f  
M e x ic a n -U n ite d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  w a s  se t ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  the  
f i r s t  h a lf  of the n in e tee n th  cen tu ry . J o e l  R. P o in s e t t  a r r iv e d  in  
M ay a s  m in i s t e r  to M e x ic o  fr o m  the U nited  S t a te s .  He and A la m a n
^ A la m a n ,  H is t o r ia  de M e j ic o  (5 v o l s .  ‘r s eg u n d a  ed ic io n ;  
M e x ic o ,  D. F .  , 1969), V, 5 0 8 -5 0 9 .  This e d it io n  o f A la m a n 's  
h is t o r y  is  not ed ited , nor i s  it a b r id g ed . It i s  a r ep r in t  of the  
o r ig in a l  w ork , th ough  the p a g in a t io n  is  d if fe re n t .  It i s  th is  
w r i t e r ' s  hope s o m e d a y  to  ed it, w ith  c o m m e n ta r y ,  A la m S n 's  
H is to r ia  de M g j ic o .
3 3 P e r  so n a s  que h an  ten id o  a su  c a r g o  la  S e c r e t a r f a  de 
R e la c io n e s  E x t e r io r e s  d e s d e  1821 h a s ta  1924, T o m o  VI e n  la  
s e r i e  A r ch iv o  h i s t o r i c o  d ip lo m a tico  m e x ic a n o .
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s u b se q u e n t ly  t r e a t e d  w ith  one an oth er  b r ie f ly  b e fo r e  A la m a n 's  
r e s ig n a t io n  in  S e p te m b e r ,  and th is  c o n fro n ta t io n  c o n v in c e d  
A la m a n  o f U n ited  S ta tes  in s in c e r i t y .  ^
In the o p in io n  of one w r i t e r ,  i t  w a s  a t  th is  t im e  that A la m a n  
u s e d  h is  p o s i t io n  to  in f lu e n c e  P r e s id e n t  V ic t o r ia  to w a rd  the c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  po in t  of v iew , and w o r k e d  in te n t io n a l ly  for  the d e s t r u c ­
t io n  o f fr ie n d ly  r e la t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  In that c r i t i c ' s  
w o r d s ,
A s the F e d e r a l i s t s  den ou n ced  h im , n a tu r a l ly  
enough V ic t o r ia  tu rn ed  m o r e  and m o r e  to  
A la m a n  and  the C o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  p a th e t ic a l ly  
en d e a v o r in g  to n iche h i m s e l f  in  th e ir  fa v o r .  . . .
With the P r e s id e n t  in  h i s  p ock et, A la m a n  now  
p r o c e e d e d  to a plan w h ic h  not on ly  sh a p e d  the  
thought and p o l ic y  o f  th e  t im e ,  but w h ich  i s  
s t i l l  / i n  1 9 2 6 /  r e v e r e d  by m an y  M e x ic a n  
p o l i t ic ia n s  as  a s a c r e d  tra d it io n .  S ett in g  to  
w ork  a s  c a lm ly  as  though i t  had b e e n  a c h e s s  
p r o b le m , he c o m m e n c e d  the d e s tr u c t io n  o f the  
a m ic a b le  r e la t io n s  e x is t in g  b e tw e e n  the U nited  
S ta te s  and M ex ico , f i l l in g  the h e a r t s  of h is  
people  w ith  s u s p ic io n  and h a tred  fo r  the " C o lo s su s  
of the N o r th .  "35
W heth er or not A la m a n  w ith  su c h  d e l ib e r a te  c a lc u la t io n  i n ­
te n t io n a lly  p la n n ed  for the  d isr u p t io n  o f r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  
M e x ic o  and the U n ited  S ta te s  i s  open  to d eb a te ,  for  he w a s
■^See C h ap ter  III, in f r a , for  d e ta i l s  of th e  A la m a n - P o in s e t t  
n eg o tia t io n s  and the r e s u l t s  of th e s e .
^ ^ C reel ,  P e o p le  N ex t D o o r , 5 5 -5 6 .
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not a m a n  w ith  in h e r e n t  d e s t r u c t iv e  t e n d e n c ie s .  S t i l l ,  in  v ie w  
o f  h i s  f e a r  of f e d e r a l i s m  and d e m o c r a c y ,  i t  i s  m o r e  th an  l ik e ly  
tr u e  that he c o u ld  not v ie w  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a s  
an yth in g  l e s s  th an  a th r e a t  to h is  nation . T h u s ,  C r e e l ' s  a n a ly s i s  
of A la m a n 's  a c t io n s ,  i f  s o m e w h a t  h a r s h ,  i s  m o s t  p ro b a b ly  sou n d .  
N ot o n ly  did A la m a n  d e s i r e  to  p r e v e n t  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c l o s e  
t i e s  w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  he a l s o  h o p ed  to e r e c t  a  b a r r ie r  
b e t w e e n  the c o u n t r ie s  w h ic h  "w ould p r e v e n t  M e x ic a n s  fr o m  
v ie w in g  the s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r e s s  of th e  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r im e n t ,  . . . " 
T h en , a c c o r d in g  to C r e e l ,  he  c o u ld  r e s t o r e  th e  a b s o lu t i s m  w h ic h  
w a s  s o  d ea r  to  h im .
The M e x ic a n  f e d e r a l i s t s  o b v io u s ly  w e r e  u n w il l in g  to s u b m it  
to  th e  s t r a n g u la t io n  o f  t h e ir  p o l i c i e s  b y  A la m a n , and  th ey  w e r e  
a b le  in  S e p t e m b e r  1825 to  e n g in e e r  h is  r e s ig n a t io n .  A la m a n 's  
c o n te n t io n  th a t  M e x ic o  c o u ld  n o t  fu n c t io n  under a f e d e r a l i s t  
s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  and th at a s tr o n g  c o h e s i v e  c e n t r a l i s m  
a lo n e  w o u ld  en a b le  M e x ic o  to e n jo y  p o l i t i c a l  s ta b i l i ty ,  s e e m e d  
to b e  b orn e  out w h en  h e  r e t u r n e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  la t e r  in  a  p o s i t io n  
o f  a u th o r ity .  In d eed , th e  f e d e r a l  s y s t e m ,  w h ic h  h ad  b ro u g h t  about  
u n ity  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  w h en  a p p lie d  in  M e x ic o  r e s u l t e d  in
3^Ibid. t 56.
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d isu n ity .  ^
Betw een. 1825 and 1830, A la m a n  w a s  not o f f ic ia l ly  a c t iv e
w ith in  the M ex ica n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  though he r e m a in e d  the le a d in g
c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e .  M o r e o v e r ,  in  sp ite  of th e  f a c t
that he w a s  a ck n o w le d g e d  to be  an o b s ta c le  to  s tro n g  M e x ic a n -
U n ited  S ta te s  c o o p e r a t io n ,  a b r i e f  e x p o s i t io n  a p p ea red  in  1825
in  a U n ited  S ta te s  p u b lic a t io n  w h ic h  r e f e r r e d  to h im  a s  "am ong
the m o s t  e n l ig h ten ed  s t a t e s m e n  o f the south . . . . He w a s
s t i l l  a r e s p e c t e d  f ig u r e  in  sp ite  o f  h is  f o r c e d  r e s ig n a t io n  fr o m
the g o v e r n m e n t ,  and a s  su ch  A la m a n  tu rn ed  h is  e n e r g ie s  to  one
of h is  p r im e  a r e a s  o f  in t e r e s t - - m i n i n g  in  M e x ic o .  He u n d erto o k
the d ir e c t io n  o f the E n g l i s h - f in a n c e d  C o m p a n ia  Unida de M in a s ,
and in  th is  e x e c u t iv e  c a p a c ity  A la m a n  t r a v e le d  th rou ghout M e x ic o
and v i s i t e d  m o s t  of th e  s t a t e s .  A s  d ir e c to r  o f  the  com pan y,
fu r t h e r m o r e ,  he w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  for  the c o n s tr u c t io n  of the
f i r s t  ir o n w o r k s  in  M e x ic o .  T h is  fa c to r y  w a s  b u ilt  in  the s ta te  
39of D urango.
3 ^ J o se  F u e n te s  M a r e s ,  P o in se t t :  h i s t o r ia  de una g r a n  
in tr ig a  (M e x ico ,  D. F . , 1958), 87.
• ^ T h e  N orth  A m e r ic a n  R e v ie w , XXI (O c to b er , 1825), 4 3 2 -
433.
^ A la m a n ,  D ocum entos d iv e r so s ,  III, 512.
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The U n ited  M ining C om pan y o f M e x ic o  r e p r e s e n t e d  e x t e n ­
s iv e  E n g l ish  in v e s tm e n t  in  M ex ic a n  in d u stry , a s itu a t io n  A la m a n  
had p ro m o ted . It a l s o  en a b led  the B r i t i s h  to  ex p lo re  M e x ic o 's  
m in in g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for  fu r th e r  in v e s tm e n t .  A la m a n  r e tu r n e d  
to E urope  on v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s  b e tw e en  1825 and 1830, spending  
th e  m o s t  t im e  in  E ngland. A cco r d in g  to a c o n te m p o r a r y  o b s e r v e r ,  
it  w a s  during th is  p er io d  that A la m a n  b e c a m e  c o m p le te ly  p r e ­
ju d ic ed  in fa v o r  o f B r i t i s h  w a y s ,  d e v e lo p e d  fu r th er  a n im o s i t y  
to w a rd  F r a n c e  and the U n ited  S ta te s ,  and m a d e  e v er y  e f fo r t  to 
g iv e  G reat  B r i ta in  fa v o r a b le  o p p o rtu n it ies  to  d eve lop  i t s  trade  
and e c o n o m ic  p r iv i l e g e s  in  M ex ic o ,  ^0 A ls o ,  he b e c a m e  the  
a d m in is tr a to r  o f  the e s ta te  of the M a rq u isa te  of O axaca,  
in h e r ito r  of H ern a n  C o r te s '  v a s t  h o ld in g s .  T h is  w as th e  Duke 
de T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te leo n e , w ho r e s id e d  in  P a le r m o ,  S ic i ly .  
A la m a n  w o u ld  r e m a in  in  th is  c a p a c ity  un til  h is  death, fo r  he  
c o n s id e r e d  i t  e x t r e m e ly  im p o r ta n t  to m a in ta in  the p o s s e s s i o n s  
of the c o n q u est  for  M e x ic o 's  p o s te r i ty .
^ R o b in s o n ,  M ex ico  and H er  M il i ta r y  C h ie fta in s ,  270 . As  
M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s ,  A la m a n  had u n in ten t io n a lly  r e ­
v e a le d  th is  p r o - B r i t i s h  p r e d i le c t io n  w h en  he announced E nglan d  
and the U n ited  S ta te s '  p lans to  tra d e  w ith  the n e w ly - r e c o g n iz e d  
M e x ic a n  nation . The r e f e r e n c e s  to G rea t  B r i ta in  by A la m £ n  in  
h is  a d d r e s s  to  the nation  in d ic a te  an o b v io u s  p r e fe r a b i l i ty  fo r  
that n ation  a s  c o m p a r e d  to h is  s ta te m e n ts  co n c er n in g  the U nited  
S t a te s .  S ee  h is  S ta te  of M e x ic o ,  6 5 -6 7 ,  p a s s i m .
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T hus b e g a n  a  new  e r a  fo r  M e x ic o  a s  th at c o u n tr y  a t tem p te d  
to  p r o m o te  in d u s tr y .  It w a s  A la m a n 's  d e s i r e  to  p la c e  h is  n ation  
on th e  l e v e l  o f  th o se  in  E u r o p e .  F o r  s u c h  a c h ie v e m e n t  M ex ic o  
had to e x p e r ie n c e  in te r n a l  p e a c e  and in d u s tr ia l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  41 
In t im e ,  a lth ou gh  in d u s t r ia l  s u c c e s s  w o u ld  not b e  fo r th c o m in g  
due to  the p o l i t i c a l  c h a o s ,  M e x ic o  s t i l l  d e r iv e d  b e n e f i t  fr o m  
A la m a n 's  e f f o r t s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  the a r e a  o f m in in g .  42
W h ile  A la m a n  la b o r e d  to in d u s t r ia l iz e  M e x ic o ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
s i tu a t io n  d e t e r io r a t e d .  L ib e r a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  V ic t o r ia ' s  
g o v e r n m e n t  c u lm in a te d  in  an  a t te m p te d  r e v o lu t io n  a g a in s t  the  
P r e s id e n t  in  1827, le d  b y  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  B r a v o .  T h e  u p r is in g  
fa i l e d ,  an d  B r a v o  w a s  e x i l e d .  H o w e v e r ,  in  1828  th e  s c h e d u le d  
p r e s id e n t ia l  e l e c t io n  in a u g u r a te d  a f r e s h  c r i s i s ,  r e s u l t in g  in  a 
s t r u g g le  for  p o w er  b e tw e e n  G o m ez  P e d r a z a ,  s u p p o r te d  by the  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  and V ic e n te  G u e r r e r o ,  w ho r e c e i v e d  l ib e r a l  
su p p o rt .  A s  n oted  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  c h a p te r ,  a lth o u g h  P e d r a z a
4 lA la m a n ,  D i s e r t a c i o n e s , I, x i i - x iv ;  R o b in so n ,  M ex ic o  
and H er  M i l i t a r y  C h ie f ta in s ,  2 76. F o r  an  e x c e l l e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  A la m a n 's  a t tem p t  to  d e v e lo p  in d u s tr y  and m in in g  in  h is  
c o u n try , s e e  C h ap ter  V I o f  J o s e  C. V a la d e s ,  A la m a n :
E s t a d i s t a  e h i s t o r ia d o r  (M e x ic o ,  D, F .  , 1938). T h is  m o n o ­
g r a p h  i s  the s ta n d a rd  s e c o n d a r y  a c co u n t  o f  A la m a n 's  c a r e e r  
and i s  a c tu a l ly  the on ly  e x t e n s iv e  w o r k  on A la m a n .
4 2 A la m a n 's  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t  of th is  p e r io d  i s  found in  
D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  IV , 2 3 - 2 5 ,  p a s s im .
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r e c e i v e d  the r e q u i s i t e  n u m b er  of v o te s  for  e l e c t io n ,  G u e r r e r o  
w a s  b a c k e d  by  S an ta  Anna, w h o  o u s te d  P e d r a z a  by m e a n s  of a 
p r o n o u n c e m e n t  in  fa v o r  o f  the l i b e r a l  c o n te n d e r .  T hus, G u e r r e r o  
to o k  o f f ic e  su p p o r te d  by th e  l i b e r a l s  and o p p o s e d  by the c o n s e r ­
v a t i v e s .  In h is  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t  o f  th is  s i tu a t io n ,  A lam lin  
r e v e a l e d  that h e  and h is  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  d e c id e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
the f e d e r a l i s t  v i c t o r y  in  th e  s o - c a l l e d  e l e c t i o n  to  g o  w ith  th e ir  
f a m i l i e s  to E u r o p e .  But th e  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  d ie d  u n e x p e c te d ly ,  
and h i s  d ea th  in  F e b r u a r y  1829 en d ed  the p la n  to f l e e  ab road ,  
th o u g h  A la m a n  la m e n te d  "w ould  to  God , . . w e  had m a d e  i t .  "43 
H is  u n e a s i n e s s  and d e s p a ir  w e r e  p r e m a t u r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  for  
th e  G u e r r e r o  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  u n s ta b le .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  i t  p r o v e d  
to  b e  qu ite  b r i e f  in  d u rat ion . T h rou gh ou t 1829 c o n s e r v a t iv e s  
c o n t in u e d  to c h a fe  at the r u le  o f  the p e a s a n t - b o r n  G u e r r e r o ,  
and e a r ly  n e x t  y e a r  an  a r m y  u p r is in g  p r o v e d  to be the s p a r k  
o f  r e v o l t .  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  A n a s t a s io  B u s ta m a n te ,  w h o m  G u e r r e r o  
h ad  su p p o r te d  b e c a u s e  of h is  " lo y a lty ,  11 p r o n o u n c ed  a g a in s t  the  
P r e s id e n t ,  w h o  w a s  fo r c e d  to  f l e e  the c a p ita l .  P r io r  to the fa l l  
of th e  P r e s id e n t ,  L u is  Q u in ta n a r , P e d r o  V e le z ,  and A la m a n  
d e c la r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a t e m p o r a r y  poder e j e c u t iv o  in  o p p o s it io n
43A lam an, D ocu m en tos  d iv e r s o s ,  IV, 25.
to G u e r re r o ,  and w h en  B u sta m a n te  r o s e  in  r e v o lt  h e  r e c e iv e d  
the support o f  th e  tr iu m v e r a te .  C on seq u en tly , in  p a r t  due to 
su c h  support, but la r g e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p o l i t ic a l  e m in e n c e  and 
c o n s e r v a t iv e  d o c tr in e s ,  A la m a n  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  app oin ted  
B u s ta m a n te 's  M in is te r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a ir s .  A ga in  h e  w a s  in 
a p o s i t io n  of p o l i t i c a l  p r o m in e n c e .  44
T h ere  c a n  be  l i t t le  doubt that A la m a n  rea ch ed  the  ap ex  of 
h is  public  p o w er  during th e  f i r s t  a d m in is tr a t io n  of B u sta m a n te ,
In fu ture  y e a r s ,  to be s u r e ,  he w ould  w ie ld  fo r m id a b le  p o l i t ic a l  
in f lu e n c e ,  but not in a pu b lic  c a p a c ity .  A s  B u s ta m a n te 's  Min­
i s t e r  for  F o r e ig n  A ffa ir s ,  he v ir tu a l ly  g o v ern ed  the  country  
a lo n e . F o r  a p p r o x im a te ly  two y e a r s  he  w a s  the de fa c to  
e x e c u t iv e  a u th o r ity  in  M e x ic o .  Santa Anna bided  h i s  t im e  and 
m a d e  no o v e r t  p o l i t ic a l  c o m m it m e n ts .  He d e s ir e d  to gauge the  
id e o lo g ic a l  m o o d  of the co u n try  b e fo r e  attem pting to  s e i z e  
p o w e r .  M ean w h ile ,  A la m a n  began  to  im p lem en t th o se  p o l ic ie s  
w h ic h  he b e l i e v e d  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to r e tu r n  M e x ic o  to a d egree  
of s ta b i l i ty .  A p p a ren tly ,  B u sta m a n te  a c q u ie s c e d  w i l l in g ly  in  
A la m a n 's  p o l i c i e s .
It w a s  A la m a n 's  d e s i r e  to b r in g  o r d e r  to M e x ic o ,  and o r d e r  
to  h im  w a s  sy n o n y m o u s  w ith  a c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  c e n t r a l i s t  g o v e rn m e n t.
44Alam an, Obras, I, xxx -x x x i.
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V ariou s  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  w h ich  c o n s id e r e d  h im  anathem a, w e r e  
unw illing  to  su b m it  to  h is  d ic tu m s , and r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  fo r th ­
com in g . B e c a u s e  of the e v e n ts  of h is  youth , and a s  a r e s u l t  of  
the im p r e s s i o n s  m ad e  on h im  during h i s  s i x - y e a r  s ta y  in  a 
E urope im b u e d  w ith  the d o c tr in e s  e s p o u s e d  by M et te r n ic h  and  
the C o n g r e s s  o f V ienna , he  gave s h o r t  sh r if t  to the f e d e r a l i s t s .
In h is  m in d  th ey  w e r e  repugnant t r o u b le - m a k e r s ,  who could  
only d e s t r o y  w ithout o f fe r in g  a lte r n a te  s o lu t io n s .  In v iew  of  
th is  ou t look , it is  th e r e fo r e  u n d ers ta n d a b le  that he in it ia ted  
a s tr in g e n t  p r o g r a m  of c o n tr o l  in a l l  p h a s e s  of p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty .
A s  on e  a u th or ity  o b s e r v e d ,  A la m a n  w a s  w ith out q u es t io n  
the only m a n  in  M e x ic o  w ho, in 1830, c o u ld  tr u ly  b e  c a l le d  a 
s ta te sm a n .  T h is  w a s  due to  h is  fa ir ly  broad  k n ow led ge  of 
h is to r y ,  h is  r e c e n t  o b s e r v a t io n  of and p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  E u rop ean  
p o l i t ic a l  a f f a ir s ,  and h is  " s u p e r f ic ia l  y e t  im p r e s s iv e "  r e a so n in g  
ab ility . A la m a n , h o w e v e r ,  w as  a M e t te r n ic h ia n  s ta te sm a n ,
"wily and in s e c u r e ,  w h o l ly  unable to sy m p a th iz e  w ith  d e m o c r a c y  
and p ro fo u n d ly  in  love  w ith  fo r c e .  " A s  a c tu a l r u le r  of M ex ico ,  
he s u p p r e s s e d  any and a l l  who did not a d h ere  to the d e c r e e s  of  
the g o v e r n m e n t ,  w i l l in g ly  ignorin g  the law if n e c e s s a r y .  A lth ough  
such  p r o c e d u r e  e n g e n d e r e d  e f f ic ie n c y  in  a d m in is tr a t io n ,  i t  a l s o  
a lie n a te d  la r g e  s e g m e n ts  of the p o p u la c e .  In an a t tem p t  "to
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r e p r e s e n t  d e m o c r a c y  and p r iv i le g e ,  p r o g r e s s  and r e a c t io n ,  the  
p a s t  and the fu tu re , a s e l f - g o v e r n in g  s ta te  and an a l l - c o n t r o l l in g  
ch u rch  at one and the s a m e  t im e ,  " the A la m a n -g u id e d  g o v e r n m e n t  
sou gh t to a c h ie v e  the im p o s s ib l e ,  and in  doing s o  on ly  in te n s i f ie d
A C
o p p o s it io n  to i t s e l f .
A l l  w a s  not s u p p r e s s io n  and r e s t r i c t io n  under A la m a n , for it  
w a s at th is  ju n ctu re  that he m a d e  a c o n c e r te d  e f fo r t  to  in au gu rate  
a p r o g r a m  of m a n u fa c tu r in g  and in d u stry  for  M ex ico . He w as  
r e s p o n s ib le  for the c r e a t io n  o f a bank, the B a n co  de A v io ,  w h ich  
w a s to  p ro m o te  the e c o n o m ic  p r o g r a m  by m ak in g  a v a i la b le  
public  funds to m a n u fa c tu r e r s .  He d r e a m e d  of co tton  f ie ld s  
sp rea d in g  th rou ghout the p la in s  of M ex ico ,  of m e r in o  sh e e p  and  
K a sh m ir  goa ts  g r a z in g  on  the co u n try 's  h i l l s i d e s ,  of g r o v e s  of 
m u lb e r r y  t r e e s  su p p ort in g  s i l k - w o r m s ,  o f  b e e s  im p o r te d  to 
p rod u ce  the w a x  r e q u ir e d  fo r  c a n d le s ,  and of n u m ero u s  f a c t o r ie s  
w h ich  w o u ld  a b so r b  the w e a lth  of raw m a t e r i a l s  and y ie ld  
f in is h e d  p ro d u cts .  T h e re  w e r e  th o se  w ho m a d e  an h o n e s t  
e ffo r t  to  c a r r y  out h i s  p lan s; h o w e v e r ,  fo r  the m o s t  p a r t  in ­
d u s t r ia l  d e v e lo p m e n t  did not happen. W hen funds w e r e  no lo n g e r  
a v a i la b le ,  a s  w a s  th e  c a s e  w ith in  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  n u m e ro u s  h a lf -
45 J u st in  H. S m ith , The W ar w ith  M e x ic o  (2 v o l s .  ; N ew  York, 
1919), I, 4 3 -4 4 .
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f in i s h e d  p la n ts  c a m e  to a  h a lt ,  and m u c h  m a c h in e r y  r u s t e d  b e fo r e  
in s ta l la t io n ,
A la m a n  th u s  f a i l e d  to  a c c o m p l i s h  one o f h is  p r e s s i n g  g o a l s ,  
but h is  f a i lu r e  w a s  not h i s  a ttem p t to  in d u s t r ia l i z e  M e x ic o .  
R a th e r ,  he  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  he  w a s  b lin d  to an o b v io u s  f a c t - - t h e  
M e x ic a n  p e o p le  s im p ly  w e r e  not p r e p a r e d  fo r  the im p le m e n ta t io n  
o f  th e  in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n .  M o r e o v e r ,  th e y  d id  not u n d e rs ta n d ,  
h e n c e  cou ld  not a p p r e c ia t e ,  A la m a n 's  i n s i s t e n c e  upon p r o t e c t io n  
o f  a n  in fant, or b e t t e r ,  s t i l lb o r n ,  in d u s tr y .  H is  n e a r - o b s e s s i o n  
fo r  a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  M e x ic o  w h ic h  had no h i s t o r i c a l  b a s i s  a s  su ch  
w a s  in c o m p r e h e n s ib l e  to  th e  m a s s  o f  p e o p le .  So A la m a n  w a s  
f o r c e d  to ab an d on  h is  g r a n d io s e  s c h e m e  fo r  M e x ic a n  i n d u s t r ia l ­
iz a t io n .  B e s i d e s ,  h is  a t te n t io n  w a s  tu rn ed  e l s e w h e r e ,  fo r  the  
c o n fr o n ta t io n  w ith  the U n ite d  S ta te s ,  w h ic h  he had long  r e g a r d e d  
a s  in e x o r a b le ,  w a s  im m in e n t ,
H is  d i s t r u s t  of th e  a i m s  of the U n ite d  S ta te s  in  r e f e r e n c e  
to  i t s  r e la t io n s  had  r e c e i v e d ,  in h is  op in io n , su b s ta n t ia t io n  
a f te r  P o i n s e t t ' s  m i s s i o n  in  M e x ic o .  T h u s , b y  1830, to  a la r g e  
d e g r e e  h is  s u s p ic io n s  d e v e lo p e d  in to  an  o p en  f e a r  of the n o r th er n  
n e ig h b o r .  H is  d e s i r e  w a s  to b r in g  a b o u t  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  fo r
46I b id . , 16 -17 .
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M e x ic o ,  b a t  he  b e l i e v e d  s u c h  w a s  not f e a s i b l e  a s  lo n g  a s  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  c o n t in u e d  to a l lo w  A n g lo - S a x o n s  to p ou r  in to  
M e x ic o 's  n o r th e r n  r e g io n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the p r o v in c e  of T e x a s .
T he T e x a s  s i tu a t io n  e p i t o m iz e d  h is  f e a r s  c o n c e r n in g  the a c tu a l  
o b je c t iv e  of the U n ited  S t a t e s :  t e r r i t o r i a l  a g g r a n d iz e m e n t  a t  
M e x ic o ' s  e x p e n s e ,  p o s s i b l y  to the e x te n t  that s o v e r e ig n t y  and  
n a t io n a l id e n t i ty  w o u ld  b e  l o s t  a s  w e l l .  S ig n i f ic a n t ly ,  i t  w a s  
w h ile  A la m a n  c o m m a n d e d  s u c h  p o w er  during  the f i r s t  B u s ta m a n te  
a d m in is t r a t io n  that he  p r o m u lg a te d  h i s  T e x a s  p o l i c y .  47
G iv en  th e  o p p o rtu n ity ,  he had t h e r e f o r e  s t r i v e n  to m o ld  
M e x ic o  in to  the kind o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and e c o n o m ic  un it he  
c o n s id e r e d  w o r th w h ile ,  th at i s ,  a c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  C a t h o l ic - o r ie n t e d ,  
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  s o v e r e i g n  nation , a lo o f  f r o m  the m a c h in a t io n s  of  
M e x ic a n  l i b e r a l s  and the m e d d le s o m e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  B ut s u c h  a  
n ation  d id  not e x i s t  by  1832 , and the r u m b l in g s  of the d is c o n te n te d  
l ib e r a l  e l e m e n t s  b e c a m e  m o r e  a u d ib le .  A la m a n 's  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
i d e a l i s m  had o v e r p o w e r e d  h i s  c a p a c i ty  fo r  r e a l i s t i c  e v a lu a t io n  
o f  M e x ic o ' s  s ta tu s  at the b eg in n in g  of the th ird  d e c a d e  of the  
c en tu r y .  M e x ic o  w a s  n ot the n a t ion  h e  d e s i r e d  it  to  b e .  F u r t h e r ­
m o r e ,  he d i s c e r n e d  th at the U n ited  S t a te s  w a s  a p p a r e n t ly  e a g e r
^ C h a p t e r  IV, i n f r a , i s  d e v o te d  to  th is  p o l i c y  and to i t s  
s u b s e q u e n t  r a m i f i c a t io n s .
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to  tak e  f u l l  ad van tage  of the M e x ic a n  d i l e m m a .
A la m a n  m ad e  a tw o fo ld  m is c a lc u la t io n .  H e a s s u m e d  th at  
M e x ic o  c o u ld  be in d u s t r ia l i z e d  and c o u ld  d e v e lo p  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  
W ork in g  un d er  th is  a s s u m p t io n ,  he  m o v e d  to  b lo c k  fu rth er  
s ig n i f i c a n t  U n ited  S ta te s  in v o lv e m e n t  in  M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s ,  m i s ­
ta k en ly  co n c lu d in g  th at M e x ic o  c o u ld  w ith s ta n d  th is  c h a l le n g e .
A s  to the f i r s t  p h a se  o f  th is  m is c a lc u la t io n ,  the la c k  of s e l f -  
s u f f i c i e n c y  a c tu a l ly  h a d  no im m e d ia t e  h a r m fu l  e f f e c t  on M e x ic o  
per  s e ;  in d ee d ,  M e x ic o  w a s  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  th an  m o s t  of the 
L a tin  A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s .  A s  to the s e c o n d  p h a se ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  
in te n t io n a l  a t tem p t  a t  a l ie n a t io n  o f the U n ited  S t a te s  w o u ld  h a v e  
o m in o u s  o v e r t o n e s  in  th e  n ea r  fu tu re ,  though A la m a n ,  and m o s t  
M e x ic a n s ,  g a v e  no in d ic a t io n  w h a t s o e v e r  that th e ir  co u n try  had  
any o th e r  c o u r s e  of a c t io n  c o n c e r n in g  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  A la m a n 1 s 
bubble b u r s t  a s  a r e s u l t ,  and h is  c o n tr o l  of M e x i c o ’s a f f a ir s  w a s  
sh ak en .
In th e  o p in io n  o f o n e  s tu d en t  o f  A la m a n 's  c a r e e r ,  he u t i l i z e d  
h is  d e c i s i v e  in f lu e n c e  to  a c t  a s  the r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  "m en  of  
r e l ig io n ,  o f  h o n o r , o f  p r o b ity ,  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  and of p o w e r ,
In  s o  d o in g , he  ig n o r e d  th e  o th er  p e o p le ,  w ho c a m e  to  know h im
48ArnS.iz y F r e g  in  A la m a n 's  S e m b la n za s  e id e a r io ,  x ix .
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o n ly  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  o p p r e s s io n .  T h is  s i tu a t io n ,  co u p le d  w ith  
the f a i l u r e  o f  h is  in d u s t r ia l i z a t io n  s c h e m e ,  the  in e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  h is  T e x a s  p o l ic y ,  and the i n c e s s a n t  c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  the  
l i b e r a l s ,  r e s u l t e d  in  the c o l la p s e  of the A la m a n - c o n t r o l l e d  
B u s ta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t  in  1832.
T h e  in s t ig a t o r  of th e  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  th e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  w a s  
none o th er  than  S an ta  Anna, w ho p ro n o u n c ed  in  fa v o r  of G 6 m e z  
P e d r a z a .  S in c e  1829, w h e n  h e  had r e p u ls e d  a f e e b le  a t tem p t  
b y  the S p a n ish  C r o w n  to  r e a s s e r t  i t s  c o n tr o l  in  M ex ic o ,  S an ta  
Arina had m a d e  no p o l i t i c a l  a l l i a n c e s .  In d eed , h e  p la y e d  the  
w a it in g  g a m e  in  o r d e r  to  s e e  w h ic h  g r o u p - - t h e  l ib e r a l s  or  th e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s - -w o u ld  b e c o m e  p r e d o m in a n t .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  in  
1832 h e  d e c id e d  that the p en d u lu m  of public  o p in io n  w a s  s w in g in g  
a w a y  f r o m  B u s t a m a n t e ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t  g o v e r n m e n t  due  
to th e  un popu lar  p r o g r a m s  o f A la m a n , so  he  h ad  r a i s e d  the  
s ta n d a r d  of r e v o l t  in  fa v o r  o f G o m e z  P e d r a z a  an d  th e  l ib e r a l  
e l e m e n t s .  S an ta  A nna h i m s e l f  w a s  not p e r s o n a l l y  e n a m o r e d  
o f  th e  l ib e r a l  p h i lo so p h y ;  h o w e v e r ,  in  h is  u t i l i t a r ia n  m a n n e r  
h e  c a s t  h is  lo t  w ith  th e  f o r c e s  w h ic h  he b e l i e v e d  to be  in  the  
a s c e n d a n c y .
S an ta  A n n a 's  o v e r th r o w  o f  B u s ta m a n te ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  b o d ed  
i l l  f o r  A la m a n , w h o  w a s  r a th e r  un popu lar  at t h i s  po in t. M uch
70
a n im o s i t y  to w a rd  A la m a n  had a c c r u e d  as  a r e s u l t  o f  the e x e c u t io n  
of V ic e n te  G u e r r e r o ,  one of the old s ta lw a r ts  of the in d ep en d en ce  
s tr u g g le .  In 1831, A la m a n  o r d e r e d  the death  of the popular  
r e v o lu t io n a r y  in  h op es  o f  r e s t o r in g  o rd er  in  the south , w h ere  
G u e r r e r o  had  jo in ed  f o r c e s  w ith  Juan A lv a r e z .  A  tum ult of 
p r o te s t  e ru p ted  a fter  the e x ec u t io n ,  and w h e n  B u sta m a n te  w a s  
ou sted , m o s t  o f  the op p rob iu m  of the a d m in is tr a t io n  w a s  sa d d le d  
on A la m a n . F o r  the n ex t s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  he w a s  in v o lv ed  in  an  
e ffo r t  to  a b s o lv e  h im s e l f  and h is  c o l le a g u e s  f r o m  the r a s h  of  
c h a r g e s  m a d e  a g a in s t  h im . Indeed , a fter  the in s ta l la t io n  of a 
l ib e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  for  a s h o r t  t im e  under G o m ez  P e d r a z a  and  
then under the r a d ic a l  V a le n t in  G o m ez  F a r i a s ,  A la m a n  w a s  in  
a c tu a l  p h y s ic a l  dan ger . A l lo w e d  to ru le  b y  the g r a c e  of Santa  
Anna, G o m e z  F a r ia s  b rou gh t in d ic tm e n ts  a g a in s t  a l l  m in i s t e r s  
who had s e r v e d  B u sta m a n te ,  and he w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s ir o u s  of  
punishing A la m a n . A s  a r e s u l t ,  A lam an  w a s  c o m p e l le d  to go  
into hid ing to a v o id  a r r e s t ,  and p o s s ib ly  e v e n  e x ecu t io n . 49
H is  w h e r e a b o u ts  r e m a in e d  unknown fo r  a p p r o x im a te ly
49 F o r  an  e x c e l l e n t  c o n te m p o r a r y ,  though c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  
accou n t o f t h e s e  e v en ts ,  and of A la m a n 's  im p a c t  on th em , c o n ­
s u lt  L u is  G on zaga  C u ev a s ,  P o r v e n ir  de M ex ic o ,  o ju ic io  so b r e  
su  e s ta d o  p o l i t i c o  en  1821 y  1851 (M ex ico , D . F . , 1851), p a s s im .
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f i f t e e n  m on th s , I t  w a s  la te r  r e p o r te d  that he had s e c lu d e d  h im s e l f
in  a con ven t, w h e r e  "he le a r n e d  to r e s t r a in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  e n m it ie s
cnand am b ition . , . . " M ea n w h ile ,  Santa  Anna had b e c o m e  d i s ­
en ch a n ted  w ith  th e  r e fo r m  z e a l  of G om ez  F a r ia s ;  a s  w e l l ,  h is  
s e n s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  e a r s  w e r e  attuned to the g ro w in g  d isc o n te n t  
in  M e x ic o  due to  G o m e z  F a r ia s '  m e th o d s .  In A p r i l  1834, Santa  
A nna o u s te d  the l ib e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and s e i z e d  c o m p le te  con tro l  
h im s e l f ,  at la s t  ending  h is  c h a r a d e  to r e v e a l  that h e  w a s  in d eed  
a d ic ta to r .
D uring  th is  p e r io d ,  A la m a n  r e a p p e a r e d  in  the ca p ita l ,  and  
the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of h is  r e tu r n  w e r e  a s  m y s t e r i o u s  a s  th o se  
of h is  s e c lu s io n .  51 i n the p e r io d  b e tw e e n  1833 and 1834, m o r e ­
o v e r ,  he had w r i t t e n  two p a m p h le ts  c o n c er n in g  the B u sta m a n te  
g o v e r n m e n t .  One w a s  a d e fe n s e  of the m i n i s t e r s  who had s e r v e d  
in  that body, and the other w a s  an " im p a r tia l  exa m in a t io n "  of the  
B u sta m a n te  r e g i m e .  52 T h e se  w e r e  w e l l - w r i t t e n  p a m p h le ts  
w h ic h  in d ica ted  p o l i t i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  In p a r t  b e c a u s e  of th e s e  w o rk s ,  
A la m a n  once  m o r e  w a s  a f r e e  and r e s p e c t e d  c i t iz e n ,  having
SORobinson, M e x ic o  and H er  M il i ta r y  C h ie f ta in s , 2 78.
5 1Ibid.
^^See Y a la d e s '  A la m a n  fo r  an  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e s e  p a m p h le ts ,  
w h ic h  a r e  found in  D o c u m e n to s  d iv e r s  o s ,  III.
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d efe n d ed  h i s  a c t io n s  and a p p a r e n t ly  h a v in g  r e c e i v e d  o f f i c ia l  
p ard on  f r o m  the g o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  th e  n ex t  tw o y e a r s ,  un til  
1836, A la m a n  did not p a r t ic ip a te  in  the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  M e x ic o  
in  any  o f f i c ia l  c a p a c i ty .  ^3 T h is  i s  n ot to im p ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  that  
he w a s  not p o l i t i c a l ly  in v o lv e d  d u r in g  th is  t w o - y e a r  sp an .
A f te r  Santa  A n n a 's  o v e r t  s e i z u r e  o f  the  g o v e r n m e n t  in  
A p r i l  1834 , he s e r v e d  a s  p r e s id e n t  fo r  e ig h t  m o n th s  b e fo r e  
tu rn in g  o v e r  th e  d a y - t o - d a y  d u t ie s  o f  the c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e  to a 
s u b o r d in a te .  In  D e c e m b e r ,  he c a l l e d  in to  s e s s i o n  a  new hand-  
p ic k e d  C o n g r e s s ,  w h ic h  w a s  r a th e r  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  e v e n  r e ­
a c t io n a r y .  Santa A n n a 's  a t te n t io n  w a s  now tu rn in g  to  the  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  b o t h e r s o m e  A la m a n - in i t ia t e d  T e x a s  p r o b le m ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  l i t t le  i n t e r e s t  in  the w o r k  of the  
l e g i s l a t i v e  b od y. M e a n w h ile ,  the s o - c a l l e d  " C hu rch  P a r ty "  
w a s  in  th e  a s c e n d a n c y  a t  the b e g in n in g  o f 1835 and  u n d er to o k  
to a b r o g a te  the o d io u s  e f f e c t s ,  in  th e  e y e s  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  
o f  the 1 8 2 4  c o n s t i tu t io n .  B a s e s  fo r  a  new c o n s t i tu t io n  w e  re  
i s s u e d  in  O c to b er  1835 , w h ic h  fo r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  m e a n s  d e s t r o y e d  
l ib e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  in  e x i s t e n c e  in  the c o u n try .  A  new  d o c u m en t  
w a s  i s s u e d  In D e c e m b e r  1836, u n d er  the t i t l e  o f  " C o n s t itu t io n a l
^ A l a m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , IV, 26; R o b in so n ,  M e x ic o  
and H er  M i l i t a r y  C h ie f t a in s , 2 7 9 .
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L a w s ,  11 and the f e d e r a l i s t  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  no m o r e .  ^
T h e  C o n st itu t io n a l  L aw s o f  the R ep u b lic  of M e x ic o  re tu rn ed  
th e  n a t ion  to c o n s e r v a t iv e  w a y s .  A  new e x e c u t iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  
the P o d e r  C o n se r v a d o r ,  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w ith  w id e -r a n g in g  
a u th o r ity  w hich  w o u ld  in s u r e  d o m in a n ce  o f c o n s e r v a t iv e  c o n tro l  
and p r in c ip le s .  ^5 A lth ough  A la m a n  su p p o se d ly  had no o f f ic ia l  
p o s i t io n  in  r e f e r e n c e  to the fo r m u la t io n  and draft ing  o f the new  
co n s t itu t io n ,  the d o c u m en t  had c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  dear  to  h is  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o u t lo o k s .  Indeed , d e s p ite  h is  a l le g e d  
in a c t iv i ty  at th is  t im e ,  th e r e  is  l i t t l e  doubt that he w a s  in  fact  
the a u th or  of the C o n s t itu t io n  of 1836, for  he w as  the a ck n o w led g ed
C / L
c o n s e r v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t  th e o r e t ic ia n .  °  W ith the p r o m u lg a t io n  of  
th is  d ocu m en t and th e  r e tu r n  o f the co u n try  to  a " sa fe"  p o l i t ic a l  
s itu a t io n ,  he cou ld  tu rn  h is  a tten t io n  to o th er  im p o r ta n t  m a t te r s .
5 4 R o m e ro ,  M e x ic o  and the U nited  S t a te s ,  354. In  the in te r im  
f r o m  the t im e  that the b a s e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  until the p r o c la m a t io n  
of th e  new c o n s t itu t io n ,  the inh ab itants  o f  T e x a s ,  v ig o r o u s ly  
p r o te s t in g  that th e y  w e r e  lo y a l  M e x ic a n s  w ho a d h er e d  to  the  
1824 c o n st itu t io n , w e r e  s e t  upon by Santa Anna, and T e x a s  
g a in e d  in d ep en d en ce  in  the c o n se q u e n t  f igh tin g . A la m a n 's  
f e a r s  had b e c o m e  r e a l i ty .
5 ^ F o r  the t e x t  of th is  c o n s t itu t io n ,  c o n s u lt  G rea t B r ita in ,  
F o r e i g n  O ffice , B r i t i s h  and F o r e ig n  S tate  P a p e r s  (166  v o l s .  ; 
L ondon , 1841- ), X X V T 683^725".
Jam es, M exico  and the A m e r ic a n s ,  51.
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In te r m it te n t ly ,  fo r  the n ex t ten  y e a r s  A la m a n  contin ued  to 
w o r k  in  p r iv a te  fo r  th e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  M e x ic o 's  in te l le c tu a l ,  
in d u s tr ia l ,  and e c o n o m ic  c l im a te .  A ls o ,  he r e c o n c i l e d  h i m s e l f  
to San ta  Anna, w h o  had d r iv e n  h im  fr o m  o f f ic e  in  1832. He 
r e m a in e d  behind  the s c e n e s  in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  fo r  the m a jo r ity  
of th e  t e n - y e a r  sp an . 57
In  1836, A la m a n  jo in ed  w ith  tw o b r o th e r s ,  the P e g r a n d s ,  
in  the c o n s tr u c t io n  of a la r g e  fa c to r y  near  O r iz a b a  for  the  
m a n u fa c tu re  of y a r n  and co tton  fa b r ic .  He w a s  a l s o  in s tr u m e n ta l  
in  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c lo th  fa c to r y  in  C e la y a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a 
b la n k e t  fa c to r y .  H o w e v e r ,  as  noted  p r e v io u s ly ,  th er e  w e r e  
few  tr u ly  s e r io u s  m e n  w ho  w e r e  w i l l in g  to p u rsu e  su ch  a c t iv i ty  
in  e a r n e s t ,  and in d u s tr ia l  d e v e lo p m e n t  s t i l l  d id not c o m e  to 
M e x ic o .  A la m a n  n ex t  w a s  in v o lv ed  in  a v en tu re  having to  do 
w ith  F r e n c h  f in a n c in g  o f h is  in d u s tr ia l  p la n s ,  but e v e n tu a lly  he  
h im s e l f  w a s  bankrupt by  1841.
I n d u s tr ia l  e n d e a v o r  w a s  not h is  on ly  a c t iv i ty .  In 1836, the  
g o v e r n m e n t  ap p o in ted  A la m a n  p le n ip o te n t ia r y  to t r e a t  w ith  the  
F r e n c h  c o n c er n in g  a t r e a t y  of c o m m e r c e .  T h e se  n e g o t ia t io n s
5?A n e x t e n s iv e  e x a m in a t io n  of A la m a n 's  e f fo r t s  to  d ev e lo p  
M e x ic a n  in d u s tr y  and to  p r o m o te  p r o g r e s s  is  found in  V a la d 6 s '  
A la m a n , C h a p ters  IX  and X.
58A lam an , P o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , IV, 27; III, 515; Sm ith ,  
W ar w ith  M ex ic o ,  I, 17.
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w e r e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  and q u ite  s h o r t ,  and s o o n  th e r e a f t e r  F r a n c e  
b e c a m e  in v o lv e d  w ith  M e x ic o  in  a  b r i e f  an d  s o m e w h a t  lu d ic r o u s  
w a r ,  know n a s  th e  " P a s t r y  W ar , 11 c o n c e r n in g  c la im s  o f a F r e n c h  
c i t i z e n  a g a in s t  the  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  In r e f e r e n c e  to  A la m a n 's  
e f f o r t s  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d ,  an  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  in  a 1950 M e x ic o  
C ity  n e w sp a p e r  to  the e f f e c t  th at "the fa n c y  o f  D on  L u c a s  c o n ­
s i s t e d  o f h is  p r e te n d in g  to c r e a t e  a b u r g e o n in g  in d u s tr y ,  in  the  
sh a d o w  o f the B a n c o  de Avxo, and p e r p e tu a t in g ,  at the s a m e  
t im e ,  the e c o n o m ic  p o w e r  of th e  c l e r i c s  and th e  m o n o p o ly  o f  
th e  land  in  th e  hands o f the la r g e  la n d o w n e r s .  "^9 T hus, A la m a n 's  
f a i l u r e  to r e a l i z e  that in d u s t r ia l  and e c o n o m ic  p r o g r e s s  w a s  
v ir t u a l ly  i m p o s s ib l e  w ith in  the f r a m e w o r k  o f co n tin u ed  p r i v i l e g e s  
a m o n g  the u p p er  c l a s s e s  and v i c i s s i t u d e s  in  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  in  
l a r g e  p a r t  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  h is  la c k  o f p r iv a te  s u c c e s s  in  in d u s t r ia l  
a c t iv i t y .
W hile  A la m a n  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  c o n s tr u c t in g  h is  f a c t o r i e s  
in  1 8 3 6 -1 8 3 7 ,  M e x ic o ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  o n ce  m o r e  d is in t e g r a t e d ,  
S a n ta  A n n a 's  h u m i l ia t io n  in  h is  T e x a s  f i a s c o  f o r c e d  h im  to c u r t a i l  
h is  m a n ip u la t io n  o f the  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  fo r  the t im e  b e in g ,
5 9 p i o r a m a  de la  c u l tu r a  de E x c e l s i o r  (C iu dad  M ex ic o ) ,
A p r i l  2, 1950.
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and a c o n fu s in g  p o w er  s t r u g g le  r e s u l t e d .  F r o m  th is  c o n t e s t
A n a s t a s io  B u s ta m a n te ,  h a v in g  c o m e  ou t of e x i l e ,  e m e r g e d
as  the  m o s t  p o w e r fu l  f i g u r e .  Soon  A la m a n  w a s  sw e p t  up in
the p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  o f  h i s  co u n try .
B u s t a m a n t e  w a s  f o r m a l l y  e l e c t e d  to  the p r e s id e n c y  in
A p r i l  183 7. A la m a n  r e c e i v e d  the s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  n u m b er  of
v o te s  c a s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  th u s  b e c o m in g  th e  p o w er  b e h in d  B u s ta m a n te
60for a  s e c o n d  t im e .  T h is  B u s ta m a n te  p r e s id e n c y  l a s t e d  fo u r
y e a r s  an d  w a s  fa r  l e s s  n o ta b le  than  the  f i r s t .  In  s p i t e  of h is
h igh  ra n k , d u rin g  th is  p e r io d  A la m a n  w a s  not in v o lv e d  a c t iv e ly
in  the a f f a i r s  of g o v e r n m e n t .  He c o n c e r n e d  h i m s e l f  w ith  the
e d u c a t io n  o f h is  s o n s ,  p e r s o n a l ly  s e e i n g  to th e ir  p r o g r a m  of
study  an d  s e l e c t in g  th e  s c h o o l s  in  th e  c a p i ta l  w h ic h  th ey  w e r e  
61to a t ten d .  T h e re  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  one v e r y  s ig n i f i c a n t  o c c u r ­
r e n c e  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  o f  t im e  in s o f a r  a s  A la m a n 's  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t iv i ty  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  In  F e b r u a r y  1837, A la m a n  c o m p o s e d  
and s e n t  a le n g th y  l e t t e r  to  Santa  A nna. T h is  e p i s t l e  i s  im p o r ta n t  
for  th e  in s ig h t  i t  le n d s  in to  A la m a n 's  o u t lo o k s  a t  th is  point in  h i s  
c a r e e r .
^ A l a m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d iv e r s  o s , IV, 27; R o b in so n ,
M e x ic o  and  H er  M il i ta r y  C h ie f ta in s ,  279 .
^ A l a m a n ,  D o cu m en to s  d iv e r s o s ,  III, 517.
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In r e f e r e n c e  to the new  c o n st itu t io n , h e  in fo rm ed  Santa  
Anna that, in  h is  opin ion , the new  d o c u m en t  w a s  m u c h  m o r e  
e f fe c t iv e  than  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  "e lla  m u y  su p e r io r  a l a  que  
le  p r e c e d io .  11 He s y m p a th iz e d  w ith  Santa A nna due to  the  
l a t t e r ' s  f a i lu r e  in  T e x a s  and poin ted  out that the e n e m ie s  of  
M ex ico  w o u ld  u s e  that u n fortu n ate  s i tu a t io n  to  a ttem p t to  r e ­
e s t a b l is h  the 1824 co n s t itu t io n .  He w a r n e d  a g a in s t  l ib e r a l  
e le m e n ts  w h ic h  w ould  u n d e rm in e  the n a t io n  and u rged  Santa  
Anna to  p u r su e  a c o n s e r v a t iv e  c r e d o .  ° T h e  two m e n ,  who  
f ive  y e a r s  b e fo r e  w e r e  m o r t a l  e n e m ie s ,  now  a p p ea red  to be  
in  sy m p a th y  w ith  one a n o th er .  Santa A nna w o u ld  not f o r g e t  
th is  c i r c u m s t a n c e  in  h is  r e tu r n  to  p ow er  in  the near  fu tu re .
B y  1839 the d i f f ic u l t ie s  of the g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  m ou ntin g ,  
and B u sta m a n te  a p p a ren t ly  r e ta in e d  o f f ic e  w ith ou t any  c h a l le n g e  
s im p ly  b e c a u s e  no o ther  c o n s e r v a t iv e  o f  an y  s ta tu re  w a n ted  it. 
The f in a n c ia l  s i tu a t io n  w a s  c r i t i c a l ,  and u n e a s in e s s  p r e v a i le d  
throughout m o s t  of the c o u n try .  A  l ib e r a l  r e v o l t  w a s  a t tem p ted  
in  1840 but f a i l e d  w hen  r u m o r s  that Santa A nna m igh t in te r v e n e  
c a u s e d  v a r io u s  l ib e r a l  l e a d e r s  to r e tu r n  in to  e x i le .
62lb id .  t A la m a n  to Santa Anna, F e b r u a r y  23, 1837, IV, 
1 5 2 -156 , p a s s im .
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San ta  Anna h ad  d e r iv e d  p o l i t i c a l  c a p ita l  out o f  h is  T e x a s  
v en tu re ,  b la m in g  the f a i lu r e s  in v o lv e d  on o th er  m i l i t a r y  
f ig u r e s .  Then, h is  d e fe n s e  o f V e r a  C ru z  during th e  " P a s tr y  
W ar" e n d e a r e d  h im  to  the p e o p le  on ce  m o r e .  In 1841, a s e r i e s  
of co n fu s in g  p r o n o u n c e m e n ts  r e s u l t e d  in  the o v e r th r o w  of  
B u sta m a n te ,  and S an ta  Anna c a m e  fo r th  a s  d ic ta to r .  F a c e d  
w ith  a C o n g r e s s  c o m p o s e d  of m o d e r a t e s ,  though, S an ta  A nna  
r e t i r e d  to h is  fa m o u s  V e r a  C ruz e s t a te ,  M anga de C lavo , and  
le f t  the ta s k  of d i s s o lv in g  the C o n g r e s s  to N ic o la s  B ra v o .  But  
B ra v o  w a s  unable  to  cop e  w ith  the s itu a t io n , and San ta  Anna  
b e c a m e  th e  a l l - p o w e r f u l  p r e s id e n t  o f  M ex ic o .  ^3
A fte r  the f a l l  of B u s ta m a n te  a s e c o n d  t im e ,  A la m a n  
a ttem p ted  to  d e ta ch  h i m s e l f  f r o m  a f f a ir s  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  aga in  
im m e r s in g  h im s e l f  in  the w o r ld  o f b u s in e s s .  T h is  a c t iv i ty  so o n  
le d  to the co n d it io n  o f  b an kruptcy  a llu d e d  to a b o v e . The fa i lu r e  
of the B a n c o  de A v io  in  1841 s a d d le d  A la m a n  w ith  a la r g e  debt  
and c a u s e d  c o n s te r n a t io n  th rou ghout th e  cou n try . He n e v e r t h e le s s  
a c c e p t e d  h is  fa i lu r e  w ith  e q u a n im ity .  ^  But he w ould  no lo n g e r  
p u rsu e  th at d r ea m  o f  an in d u s tr ia l iz e d ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  M ex ic o .
^ F o r  a v iv id  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e s e  co n fu s in g  but in t e r e s t in g  
e v e n ts ,  s e e  S im p s o n 's  M any M e x ic o s , 2 4 7 -2 4 9 ,
^ R o b in s o n ,  M e x ic o  and H er  M il i ta r y  C h ie f ta in s ,  281 .
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He con tin u ed  to o v e r s e e  the a f f a ir s  of the Duque de T e r r a n o v a
y  M o n te le o n e  and s e e m e d  u n c o n c e r n e d  w ith  p o l i t i c s .  The
a c tu a l  p o s i t io n  of A la m a n  b e tw e e n  1841 and 1844, though, i s
so m e w h a t  m y s t e r i o u s .  W as he, or w a s  he not, a p a r t ic ip a n t
in  the a f fa ir s  of g o v e r n m e n t?  A c c o r d in g  to tw o c o n te m p o r a r y
w i t n e s s e s  during th is  p e r io d , he su p p o se d ly  s e r v e d  in  th e  p o s i t io n
o f  S e c r e t a r y  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  under Santa Anna.
In h er  d e lig h tfu l  and in v a lu a b le  a cco u n t  of h er  s o jo u r n  in
M ex ic o ,  M m e, C a ld e r o n  de la  B a r c a  r e c a l l e d  h e r  i m p r e s s io n
of A la m a n  in  1842:
It i s  v e r y  m u ch  the c a s e  in  M e x ic o  at p r e se n t ,  
that the m o s t  d i s t in g u is h e d  m e n  a r e  th o se  who  
l iv e  m o s t  r e t ir e d ;  th o se  w ho h ave  p la y ed  th e ir  
p a r t  on  the a r e n a  o f p u b lic  l i f e ,  have  s e e n  the  
in u t i l i ty  o f  th e ir  e f fo r t s  in  fa v o r  o f th e ir  c o u n ­
tr y ,  and have  now  r e t r e a t e d  in to  the b o s o m  of 
th e ir  f a m i l i e s ,  w h e r e  th ey  e n d ea v o r  to fo r g e t  
public  e v i l s  in  d o m e s t ic  r e t i r e m e n t  and l i t e r a r y  
o ccu p a tio n .
A m o n g s t  t h e s e  m a y  be r e c k o n e d  Don L u c a s  
A la m a n , w ho p a s s e d  m a n y  y e a r s  in  E u ro p e , and  
in  1820, w a s  deputy  to the S p a n ish  C o r te s .
S h o rt ly  a f te r  h is  re tu rn , he b e c a m e  m in i s t e r  
of f o r e ig n  r e la t io n s ,  w h ic h  h igh  o f f ic e  he h a s  
f i l l e d  during v a r io u s  s e a s o n s  of d if f icu lty .
He i s  a m a n  o f le a r n in g ,  and h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  
a  p r o te c to r  of a r t  and s c i e n c e .  In  c o n v e r ­
sa t io n  he  i s  . . . r e s e r v e d ,  . . . a lw a y s  
e x p r e s s in g  h is  o p in io n  w ith  cau tion , but 
v e r y  r ea d y  and a b le  to  g iv e  in fo r m a t io n  on
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anything in  th is  co u n try , u n c o n n e c te d  w ith
p o l i t i c s .  ^5
F r o m  th is  p a s s a g e ,  one w o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  co n c lu d e  th a t  
A la m a n  w a s  not in v o lv e d  in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  H o w e v er ,  a  
fo o tn o te  i n s e r t i o n  in  the ab ove  p o r t io n  d e a l in g  w ith  h im  a s  
S e c r e t a r y  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f fa ir s  in f o r m e d  th e  r e a d e r  that "he  
i s  now, S e p t e m b e r ,  1842, o n c e  m o r e  f i l l in g  the sa m e  s i t u a t io n  
u n d e r  G e n e r a l  S an ta  Anna. L ik e w is e ,  R o b in s o n  r e c o r d e d
th a t  in  sp ite  o f  th e  k n o w led g e  th a t  A la m a n  w o u ld  have e x e c u t e d  
h im  during B u s t a m a n t e ' s  f i r s t  a d m in i s t r a t io n  if  g iv e n  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity ,  S a n ta  A nna " p r o te c te d  h im , and  n o t  u n fre -  
q u e n t ly  . . . c o n s u l t e d  h im  in  h i s  f i s c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h e n  
h e  f i r s t  s u c c e e d e d  to p o w e r .  In  1842 he b e c a m e  a ga in  m i n ­
i s t e r  o f  f o r e ig n  a f f a i r s .  , . . Y e t  th e r e  i s  no  in d ic a t io n
i n  th e  a v a i la b le  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  th a t  he s e r v e d  a s  M in is t e r  for  
F o r e i g n  A f fa ir s  d u r in g  the p e r io d  1 8 4 2 -1 8 4 4 .
^ L ife  in  M e x ic o  D uring  a  R e s id e n c e  o f  T w o Y e a r s  i n  that  
C o u n try  (2 v o l s .  ; B o sto n ,  1 8 4 3 ) ,  II, 1 2 6 -1 2 7 .
66I b i d . , 12 7n.
/  y
' M e x ic o  an d  H er  M i l i ta r y  C h ie f ta in s ,  2 81.
6 8 g e e  V o lu m e  VI, 1 0 -2 1 ,  in  A r c h iv o  h i s t o r i c o  d ip lo m a t ic o  
m e x ic a n o  fo r  a  l i s t  o f  the m i n i s t e r s  b e tw e e n  1823  and 1 8 5 3 ,
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Why A la m a n  w a s  a c k n o w le d g e d  b y  tw o i n t e r e s t e d  c o n ­
t e m p o r a r ie s  a s  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  in  1842, but i s  not o f f i c ia l ly  
r e c o r d e d  a s  su c h ,  i s  not know n. It i s  p o s s i b l e  that h e  s e r v e d  
a s  de fa c to  m i n i s t e r  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d  o f S an ta  A n n a 's  d ic ta to r  - 
s h i p - - h e n c e  the o m i s s i o n  o f  h is  n am e in  th e  o f f i c ia l  l i s t i n g - - b u t  
w a s  not an  o f f i c i a l  m i n i s t e r ,  though b oth  o b s e r v e r s  m a y  have  
a s s u m e d  th at h e  w a s .  W h a te v e r  the c a s e ,  th e  m y s t e r y  o f  
A la m a n 's  a c tu a l  r o le  in  g o v e r n m e n t  d u r in g  the e a r ly  y e a r s  of  
th e  1 8 4 0 's m u s t  r e m a in  u n s o lv e d  u n til  the  A r c h iv e s  o f  the  
M in is tr y  fo r  F o r e i g n  R e la t io n s  in  C iudad M e x ic o  i s  o p e n  to 
a l l  s c h o la r s .  ^  One f a c t  i s  c l e a r :  A la m a n ,  i f  he  d id  s e r v e  a s  
M in is te r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  c a r r i e d  out no d i s t in c t  p r o g r a m  
at th at t im e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .
k^The i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  th is  im p o r ta n t  a r c h iv a l  h o ld in g  
i s  a  s e r io u s  h a n d ic a p  to  the r e s e a r c h e r  w h o  w i s h e s  to  in v e s t ig a t e  
th is  p h ase  o f  A la m a n 's  c a r e e r .  T h is  w r i t e r  m u s t  p o in t  out that  
h e  w a s  not d e n ie d  a c c e s s  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  s ta tu s  a s  a  
P h .D .  ca n d id a te ;  in d ee d ,  L o u is  M. T e i t e lb a u m , on p. 331 in  
th e  b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  e s s a y  o f  h i s  W o o d ro w  W ils o n  and th e  M e x ic a n  
R e v o lu t io n  ( 1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 6 ) : A  H is t o r y  o f U n ite d  S t a t e s - M e x ic a n  
R e la t io n s  {N ew  Y ork , 1967), p o in te d  out that both  h e  an d  R. E. 
Q uirk , e d ito r  c u r r e n t ly  o f  th e  H isp a n ic  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i c a l  
R e v ie w , w e r e  r e f u s e d  a c c e s s  to th is  a r c h i v e s .  In a  p r iv a te  
l e t t e r  to th is  w r i t e r ,  H o w a rd  F .  C lin e  in d ic a te d  "one o f the  
r e a s o n s  th at y o u  w e r e  d e n ie d  a c c e s s  to  th a t  a r c h iv e s  i s  that  
i t  i s  c o m p le t e ly  d i s o r g a n iz e d ,  and not k n ow in g  w h at i s  in  it, 
M e x ic a n s  a r e  v e r y  r e lu c t a n t  to  l e t  e v e n  t h e ir  ow n r e s e a r c h e r s  
p lo w  th rou gh  th e  u n s o r t e d  m a t e r i a l s . " S e p t e m b e r  1, 1970.
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th ere  i s  no m e n t io n  o f  su c h  s e r v ic e  in  A la m a n 's  
own a c c o u n t  of h is  c a r e e r .
In 1844, as  M e x ic a n -U n ite d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  c o n t in u e d  to  
d eca y  b e c a u s e  of the T e x a s  p r o b le m , A la m a n  b e g a n  the c o m ­
p o s it io n  o f  h is  m o s t  n otab le  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s ,  D is e r t a c io n e s  so b re  
la  h i s t o r ia  de la  R ep u b lica  M e j ic a n a , d e s d e  la  c o n q u is ta  h asta  
la  in d ep en d e n c ia  and the H is to r ia  de M ^ jic o . Much o f  h i s  t im e  
un til  1849 w a s  d ev o ted  to h is  l i t e r a r y  e f fo r t s ,  e v e n  d u r in g  the
w ar  w ith  the U n ited  S t a te s .  ^  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he a g a in  b e c a m e
71e n m e s h e d  in  M e x ic o 's  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  during the w a r  y e a r s .  
Santa A n n a 's  s u p r e m e  r u le  c a m e  to a su d d en  end in  1844 when  
a popular  in s u r r e c t io n  eru p ted  w h ile  he w a s  a ttem p tin g  to  
s u p p r e s s  the P a r e d e s  r e b e l l io n .  D e fe a te d  by P a r e d e s ,  Santa  
Anna w a s  ca p tu re d  by g o v e r n m e n t  tr o o p s  no lo n g e r  lo y a l  to 
h im  and th en  w a s  s e n t  in to  e x i le  in Cuba. J o s£  Joaq u in  H e r r e r a  
took the p r e s id e n c y ,  w a s  in  o f f ic e  a y e a r ,  and w a s  in  tu rn  o v e r ­
th row n b y  G e n e r a l  P a r e d e s  w h en  he in d ic a te d  a w i l l in g n e s s ,  to 
the d is m a y  o f the c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  to  t r e a t  w ith  the P o lk  a d m in is ­
tr a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  the s ta tu s  of T e x a s .  P a r e d e s  s e i z e d  pow er
^^V alad^s in  A la m a n  d e v o te s  C h ap ter  XI to  an e x a m in a t io n  
of A la m a n 's  l i t e r a r y  a c t iv i t y  b e tw e e n  1844  and 1849.
^ S e e  C hapter  V, in f r a , fo r  an e x te n s iv e  a n a ly s i s  of th ese  
y e a r s .
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in  1845 and r e p r e s e n t e d  h im s e l f  a s  the sp o k e s m a n  o f nationa l  
pride; n e v e r t h e le s s ,  he  so o n  d i s c o v e r e d  that the U n ited  S ta te s  
w ould  not h e s i ta te  to go  to w ar w ith  M ex ico . H o s t i l i t i e s  
c o m m e n c e d  in the s u m m e r  of 1846.
A la m a n  a p p ea rs  to  have b e e n  in s tr u m e n ta l  in  the P a r e d e s  
coup a g a in s t  H e r r e r a ,  for  in  e a r ly  1846 he w a s  l i s t e d  as a 
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  fr o m  Guanajuato to  the junta w h ic h  w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  
for  a p p ro v a l  of P a r e d e s  a s  d ic ta to r .  He s e e m s  a l s o  to  have  
p la y ed  a m ajor  r o le  in  the d ic ta to r s h ip ,  s h o r t - l i v e d  though it  
w a s ,  s e r v in g  as  c h ie f  u n o ff ic ia l  a d v i s e r ,  A fte r  P a r e d e s  w a s  
o v e r th r o w n  as w e l l ,  M ex ic o  f e l l  in to  the p o l i t i c a l  d i s a r r a y  w h ich  
had m a r k e d  the n a t io n 's  h is to r y  s i n c e  in d ep en d en ce .
A s  U nited  S ta te s  f o r c e s  p u sh e d  in to  M ex ico ,  Santa  Anna w a s  
a l lo w e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n s  to r e t u r n  to M ex ico  a f te r  he a s s u r e d  
P r e s id e n t  P o lk  that h e  w ould  a r r a n g e  a p e a c e .  T h is  p r o m is e ,  
n e e d le s s  to say, w a s  a r u s e ,  and Santa  Anna w a s  w e lc o m e d  as  
a h e r o  by  the M e x ic a n s .  At the t im e ,  the l ib e r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  
under G o m ez  F a r ia s ,  w e r e  dom in an t, and it  w a s  th e ir  p lan  to
^ N i c e t o  de Z a m a c o is ,  H is t o r ia  de M ex ico  (25 v o l s .  ;
M e x ic o ,  D. F . , 1 8 7 6 -1 9 0 5 ) ,  XII, 409; J a m es  M o rto n  C allahan ,  
A m e r ic a n  F o r e ig n  P o l i c y  in  M e x ic a n  R e la t io n s  (N ew  Y ork , 1932), 
162, A l s o  s e e  N a tio n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep a r tm en t  o f  S ta te  MSS, 
R e c o r d  Group 59, U n ited  S ta tes  C o n s u la r  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M ex ic o  
City, fo r  rep o r ts  of A la m a n 's  r o l e  in  the P a r e d e s  g o v e r n m e n t .
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c o n tr o l  the g o v e r n m e n t  w h ile  San ta  Anna fou gh t the w a r ,  A s  
fo r  A la m a n , he w a s  d is g u s te d  by the l ib e r a l  a s c e n d a n c y  and  
had, i t  s e e m s ,  s e r i o u s l y  b eg u n  to c o n s id e r  the p o s s ib i l i t y  of  
in v i t in g  a fo r e ig n  m o n a r c h  to r u le  M ex ico .  ^  A fte r  M e x ic o 's  
ig n o m in io u s  d e fe a t  in  the w a r , A la m a n , now f i f t y - s i x  y e a r s  
old , v iew ed  w ith  c o n c e r n  the 1848  M ex ica n  s c e n e .  The n ation  
w a s  p r o s tr a te ,  and a new g e n e r a t io n  of M e x ic a n s  w a s  g ro w in g  
in c r e a s in g ly  im p a t ie n t  w ith  the o ld  w a y s ,  f lo u t in g  tr a d it io n  and  
e s p o u s in g  a new  w a y  of l i f e .
B e fo r e  the c o m m e n c e m e n t  of a new e r a  in  M ex ico  know n a s  
"Lia R e fo rm a , 11 th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  am ong w h o m  A la m a n  w a s  the  
m o s t  p ro m in en t,  s e i z e d  upon w h at w a s  c o n s id e r e d  one m o r e  
op p ortu n ity  to s t a b i l i z e  the a f f a ir s  of the c o u n try .  The c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  e le m e n t s  ta lk ed  m o r e  fr e q u e n t ly  ab ou t a E u rop ean  
p r in c e  to ru le  M ex ic o ;  h o w e v e r ,  the f i r s t  p r io r i t y  w a s  to g a in  
c o n t r o l  of the nation . It w as  d e c id e d  that o n ly  one m an  p o s s e s s e d  
the c h a r is m a  and e n e r g y  to b r in g  about su ch  c o n tr o l ,  and so  
S an ta  Anna w a s  a s k e d  to r e tu r n  f r o m  V e n e z u e la ,  w h ere  he had  
g o n e  in to  s e l f - i m p o s e d  e x i l e  a f te r  the M ex ic a n  W ar. A la m a n ,  
w ho in  1849 had b e c o m e  p r e s id e n t  of the M e x ic o  City C ou n cil ,
7^See C hapter V, in fra .
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a p r e s t ig io u s  p o s it io n ,  m o r e  than l ik e ly  h an d led  the a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s  for  Santa A n n a 's  r e tu rn . ^
M a ria n o  A r is t a ,  w ho in  1850 had s u c c e e d e d  P r e s id e n t  
H e r r e r a  in  the f i r s t  o r d e r ly  t r a n s fe r  of a u th o r ity  s in c e  in d e ­
p e n d en ce ,  and w h o s e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  h o n e s t  and e f f ic ie n t ,  w as  
o v e r th r o w n  in  Jan u ary  1853 by a c o n s e r v a t iv e  r e v o l t .  S t i l l  in  
e x i l e ,  San ta  Anna w a s  th en  ap p o in ted  by the c o n s e r v a t iv e s  as  
d ic ta to r  fo r  one y e a r .  He r e tu r n e d  in  A p r il  1853 and r e s u m e d  
h is  o ld  w a y  of l i f e .  U pon b e in g  ap p o in ted  Santa A n n a 's  M in is te r  
for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s ,  it  w a s  A la m a n 's  d e s i r e  to in a u g u ra te  a 
p r o g r a m  of e c o n o m ic  im p r o v e m e n t  and s ta u n ch  c o n tr o l .  C e n ­
t r a l i z a t io n  r e tu r n e d  to  M e x ic o ,  and A la m a n  d o m in a ted  the  
c o u n tr y 's  a f fa ir s  o n ce  m o r e .  Or so  it s e e m e d .  In June 1853, 
he d ied , and San ta  A nna r e v e r t e d  to h is  fo r m e r  d e m a g o g ic  w a y s ,  
s in c e  A la m a n , the on ly  r e s tr a in in g  in f lu e n c e  on h im , w a s  no 
lo n g e r  p r e s e n t .  W ith th e  d eath  of A la m a n , a p o l i t i c a l  p er io d  
in  M e x ic o  ended. Santa A nna w ith in  a s h o r t  t im e  w ould  b e  o v e r ­
th ro w n  in the r e v o lu t io n  o f A yutla , w h ic h  in a u g u ra ted  the e r a  of  
B en ito  J u a r e z  and L a  R e fo r m a .
^^Alam an, O b r a s ,  I, x lv i i i .  T h e r e  i s  no c o n c lu s iv e  
e v id e n c e  that A la m a n  h a n d led  th is  a ffa ir ;  h o w e v e r ,  he w a s  the  
l o g i c a l  p e r s o n  to  do so  by  v ir tu e  of h is  p o s i t io n  of l e a d e r s h ip  
in  th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty .
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A lth ough  A la m a n 's  d ea th  ended  the c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o w er  in  
M e x ic o  as  it  r e f l e c t e d  the p h ilo so p h y  o f c o lo n ia l  S p a n is h  contr’ol,  
h is  p o l i t ic a l  thought did not d ie .  In d eed , the id e a  a la m a n is t a  w a s  
n u rtu red  by m a n y  M e x ic a n s  to the e x te n t  that it g r e w  s tr o n g e r ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  in  r e f e r e n c e  to the U n ited  S t a te s .  A ls o ,  h i s  m o n a r ­
c h ic a l  c o n c e p ts  m o r e  than  l ik e ly  w e r e  in s tr u m e n ta l  in  the c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  a c c e p ta n c e  of E m p e r o r  N a p o le o n  I l l ' s  s e i z u r e  of 
M e x ic o  in  1861, a lthough fu l l  c o n s id e r a t io n  of th is  e v e n t  l i e s  
b ey o n d  the r e a lm  of th is  t r e a t i s e .  A la m a n 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  
w a s  r e la t iv e ly  s im p le ,  a  pu re  d e c la r a t io n  o f c o n s e r v a t i s m .  
T hroughout h is  c a r e e r ,  he w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  in  a d h e r e n c e  to h is  
p h ilo so p h y . Su ch  w a s  the e s p e c i a l  c a s e  w h en  he d e a l t  w ith  the  
U n ited  S ta te s .
M uch of h is  fo r e ig n  p o l i c y  during h is  long c a r e e r  w as  
in i t ia te d  b e c a u s e  of and d ir e c t e d  to w a rd  the c o u n try  to  the  
north . C o n seq u e n t ly ,  the h i s t o r y  of M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta te s  
r e la t io n s  in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the n in e teen th  c en tu ry  i s  a r e ­
f le c t io n ,  to a g r e a t  ex ten t, o f A la m a n 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y ,  
A la m a n  w a s  not the a v e r a g e  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c o  a s  im a g in e d  by  
m a n y  A m e r ic a n s  o f  that day . A  c o n te m p o r a r y  d e s c r ip t io n  of  
A la m a n  in fo r m e d  that
h is  s ta tu r e  i s  low , h is  fo r e h e a d  b ro a d , w id e ,  
and u n w rin k led . H is  h a ir  i s  b la c k  and s i lk y ,
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h is  e y e s  k e e n  and p ie r c in g ,  and h is  c o m p le x io n  
c e r t a in ly  w o u ld  not b e to k en  h im  to  b e lo n g  to the  
S p a n ish  r a c e ,  but to  be  a c h i ld  o f  s o m e  c o ld e r  
c l im a t e  than M e x ic o .  One w o u ld  th ink h im  
f e e b le ,  i r r e s o lu t e ,  and in d o len t .  In doing so  
a g r e a t  e r r o r  w o u ld  b e  c o m m it te d .  He i s  p o s s e s s e d ,  
in  fa c t ,  o f  g r e a t  d e te r m in a t io n ,  o f  a m o r a l  e n e r g y  
ca p a b le  o f anything, and o f c e a s e l e s s  p e r s e v e r a n c e .
H is a c t iv i t y  of m in d  p ro m p ts  h im  to  u n d erta k e  a l l  
c o n c e iv a b le  s c h e m e s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  w h ich  w o u ld  be  
thought m o s t  in c o m p a t ib le  w ith  h i s  in c l in a t io n s .
He i s  s a id  to sp e a k  p e r f e c t ly  w e l l  F r e n c h ,
Ita lian , and E n g l is h ,  and w hat i s  y e t  m o r e  
r a re  am on g  h is  co u n try m en , to sp e a k  pure  
S p a n ish  and to w r i t e  it  c o r r e c t l y .  75
A la m a n 's  in t e l le c tu a l  a b i l i ty  m o r e  than l ik e ly  c a u s e d  h im  a s
m uch h a r d sh ip  in M e x ic o  a s  it  p r o v e d  b e n e f ic ia l ,  in  v ie w  of
the a v e r a g e  M e x ic a n 's  in a b i l i ty  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat he d e s i r e d
to a c c o m p l i s h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h is  a p p a ren t i r o n  w i l l  and
d e te r m in a t io n  r e s u l t e d  in  the long y e a r s  of h i s  s ig n i f ic a n t
in v o lv e m e n t  in  the a f f a ir s  o f  h is  n a t ion . T h rou gh ou t h is
c a r e e r ,  h e  lo o k e d  upon the U nited  S ta te s  w ith  u n e a s in e s s ,  and
he w as  d e te r m in e d  to p r e v e n t  the s u b m is s io n  of h is  c o u n try  to
that p o w er .
A s  in d ic a te d  p r e v io u s ly ,  A la m a n  d e v e lo p e d  a  w a r i n e s s  of  
the U n ited  S ta te s  qu ite  e a r ly .  He o b s e r v e d  and s tu d ied  c a r e f u l ly  
the f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  of the n o r th er n  c o u n try  long  b e f o r e  the tw o
7 5 R ob in son , M e x ic o  and H er  M il i ta r y  C h ie f ta in s ,  26 8.
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nations  in i t ia te d  f o r m a l  d ip lo m a tic  r e la t io n s .  The r e s u l t  o f  
su c h  o b s e r v a t io n  w a s  A la m a n 's  c o n c lu s io n  that s o o n e r  or la te r  
the U n ited  S ta te s  w o u ld  a ttem p t to  put M ex ico  in  p o l i t ic a l  and  
id e o lo g ic a l  bon dage . C o n seq u en tly ,  A la m a n  so u g h t  to p r e v en t  
th is  o c c u r r e n c e  a s  s o o n  as  he w a s  in  a p o s i t io n  of pow er by  
o r g a n iz in g  a  s tr o n g ly  c e n t r a l iz e d  g o v e rn m e n t ,  f r e e ,  he hop ed ,  
f r o m  in t e r n a l  s t r i f e .  Such  w a s  A la m a n 's  p lan  o f  p r e v e n t iv e  
a c t io n , w h ic h  r e f l e c t e d  h is  fe a r  of d e m o c r a c y  an d  l ib e r a l i s m ,  
as r e p r e s e n t e d  by the U n ited  S t a te s .  A lam an  w a s  o b liv io u s  to 
the a r g u m e n ts  put fo r th  in M ex ic o  to the e f f e c t  th at only  g o o d  
w o u ld  c o m e  fr o m  c l o s e  M e x ic a n -U n ite d  S ta te s  t i e s .  Indeed ,  
m a n y  M ex ic a n  w r i t e r s  in the tw e n t ie th  c en tu r y  h a v e  p o in ted  
out r a th e r  v ig o r o u s ly  th at m o s t  o f  A la m a n 's  p r e d ic t io n s  c o n ­
c e r n in g  the d a n g ers  a f fo rd ed  by the U nited  S ta te s  c a m e  to p a s s .  76 
In 1848, m o r e o v e r ,  m a n y  M ex ic a n  o f f i c ia l s ,  w h e th e r  l ib e r a l  or  
c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  and d e s p i t e  th e ir  a g r e e m e n t  or d i s a g r e e m e n t  w ith
h is  p o l i t i c s ,  a c k n o w le d g e d  that A la m a n  w a s  a tr u e  p a tr io t  an d  a
77m a n  w ith  c o n s id e r a b le  fo r e s ig h t .
^ J o s e  de O nfs, L o s  E s ta d o s  U nidos v i s t o s  p o r  e s c r i t o r e s  
h is p a n o a m e r ic a n o s  {M adrid , 1956), 2 3 2 -2 3 3 .  T h o s e  w r i t e r s  
m e n t io n e d  by De O nis a r e  A nton io  C a so , C a r lo s  P e r e y r a ,
E s q u iv e l  O bregon , an d  J o s e  V a s c o n c e lo s .
77D e Oniis, L o s  E s ta d o s  U n id o s ,  233,
89
C e r ta in ly  A la m a n  h a d  h is  d e tr a c to r s  both in  the U n ited  
S ta te s  and in  h is  own c o u n try .  In the o p in io n  of one c r i t i c ,  
A la m a n 1 s p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  when t r a n s f o r m e d  into  a c tu a l  
p o l ic y  did M e x ic o  l i t t le  g o o d  and b ro u g h t about m u ch  m is fo r tu n e .  
In  that w r i t e r ' s  vievv, A la m a n 's  b a s ic  p r o b le m  w a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  the fa c t  th at he in h e r ite d  a l l  of the d e e p - s e a t e d  p r e j u d ic e s  
o f  the ru lin g  c l a s s .  W hen lin ked  w ith  h i s  m e m o r ie s  o f  the  
H idalgo  r e v o l t  and its  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  th is  tr a d it io n a l o u t lo o k  
l e d  h im  to  co n c lu d e  w ith o u t  q u estio n  th a t  d e m o c r a c y  w a s  
nothing m o r e  than the r e ig n  of a w ild , u n p r in c ip le d  m ob .
M e x ic o  n e e d e d  ord er , and for a p p r o x im a te ly  th ir ty  y e a r s  
A la m a n  a t t e m p te d  to im p o s e  th is  o r d e r  b y  p reven tin g  popular  
g o v e r n m e n t  in  M ex ico . T h is  le g a cy  o f s u p p r e s s io n  w a s  not 
fo r g o t  in  th at country , "and it  is  as  'the m a n  w ith  the b la c k  
b r a in s '  that he l iv e s  in  the m e m o r y  o f M ex ic o .
T h ere  i s  l i t t le  doubt th at in  a d h e r e n c e  to h is  p o l i t i c a l  
p h ilo sop h y , A la m a n  im p o s e d  r e s t r i c t io n s  on in d iv id u a l r ig h ts  
w h e n e v e r  he could . But th e  a l le g a t io n  th at he w a s  in h e r e n t ly  
e v i l ,  a s  im p l ie d  by the r e f e r e n c e  to " b la ck  b r a in s ,  " i s  unfounded, 
and m is le a d in g  a s  w e l l .  A la m a n  b e l i e v e d  in  w hat h e  w a s
7 8 C r e e l ,  P eo p le  N e x t  D oor, 55.
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u n d ertak in g ; th a t  he w a s  s i n c e r e  i s  u n q u e s t io n a b le .  H o w e v e r ,  
a s  one s c h o la r  has  p o in te d  out, " o r d e r  b e c a m e  A la m a n 's  god;  
to  a c h ie v e  o r d e r  he  a l l i e d  h i m s e l f  w ith  th o se  w h o  h ad  d e s t r o y e d  
o r d e r ,  and w ith  the m a n  w ho w a s  to d e s t r o y  M e x ic o ,  . . .
S an ta  A nna. "^9 T h u s, A la m a n 's  s i n c e r i t y  in  h i s  u n d e r ta k in g s ,  
and e v e n  h i s  c o n c e r n  fo r  th e  M e x ic a n  n ation  a s  h e  knew it, w a s  
gen u in e .  On th e  o th er  hand, h is  ju d g m en t le f t  m u c h  to be d e s i r e d .  
In h is  e f f o r t s  to c h e c k m a te  the U n ited  S ta te s ,  h e  o n ly  a n ta g o n iz e d  
that n a t ion . In  the end, M e x ic o  p r o v e d  unable  to  w ith sta n d  th e  
s u b s e q u e n t  a s s a u l t  f r o m  th e  n orth . A la m a n  n e v e r  a d m itted , and  
p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  b e l ie v e d ,  th at h is  p o l i c i e s  p r o v e d  to  be  the  
fo u n d a t io n  up on  w h ic h  M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S ta te s  h o s t i l i t y  w a s  b a s e d .  
He w o u ld  l i k e l y  h ave  co n te n d ed  that th is  a n ta g o n is m  w a s  the  
r e s u l t  of l i b e r a l  d is r u p t io n ,  w h ic h  s h a t te r e d  the o r d e r  he w o u ld  
h a v e  im p o s e d  on  M e x ic o .
W hen not in  an  o f f i c ia l  p o s i t io n  of a u th o r ity ,  h e  a t te m p te d  
to  c a r r y  ou t h i s  p r o g r a m s  th ro u g h  the P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r , 
w h ic h  he fou n d ed . T h is  p a r ty  c a m e  to r e p r e s e n t  the p o l i t i c a l  
v ie w s  o f the C h u rch  h ie r a r c h y ,  o f  the  w e a lth y  u p p er  c l a s s ,  and  
o f  th e  a r m y .  I t  w o u ld  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  M ex ic o ,  o n e  w r i t e r  i n s i s t e d ,
7 9 s im p so n ,  Many M e x ic o s ,  233.
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to the S p a n ish  c o lo n ia l  s y s t e m  i f  g iv e n  th e  opp ortun ity ,
The C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty ,  o r  C hurch P a r ty ,  w a s  s ta u n c h ly  an ti-  
XJnited S ta te s  and p r o f e s s e d  A la m a n 's  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,
W ithout doubt A la m a n  w a s  one o f the m o s t  a b le  and p e n e ­
tra t in g  p o l i t i c a l  th in k e r s  o f  n in e t e e n t h -c e n tu r y  M e x ic o .  A t  
the o u t s e t  of h is  c a r e e r ,  he  co n c lu d e d  th a t  M e x ic o 's  n a t io n a l  
p r o g r e s s  w o u ld  by  n e c e s s i t y  have to  be s lo w .  A c tu a l ly ,  he  
p r e f e r r e d  to  d r e a m  of a M e x ic o  in d ep en d en t  fr o m  Spain , but 
fu n ction in g  un der  a c o lo n ia l - t y p e  p o w er  b a s e d  on c o m p le t e  
c e n tr a l iz a t io n .  Such a s y s t e m  he a d m it te d  w a s  u n r e a l i s t i c ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  he d e d ic a te d  h i m s e l f  to the c r e a t io n  of a n a t io n  in  
the S p a n ish  tr a d it io n  of s tr o n g ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  co n tr o l ,  w h ic h  
w o u ld  be r e l e a s e d  fr o m  s u c h  co n tro l  o n ly  gradually ..® * A cco r d in g  
to  a le a d in g  au th o r ity  on  A la m a n , "his fu n d a m en ta l  p o l i t i c a l  
p r in c ip le  w a s  s im p le :  h e  h a d  to act  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  'th o se  
c u s t o m s  f o r m e d  ov er  th r e e -h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  ' 'the e s t a b l i s h e d  
o p in io n s ,  ' and 'the v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s .  '"82 £je thus b e c a m e  the  
ch a m p io n  o f  the s ta tu s  q u o  in  M ex ico , o f  c o lo n ia l  in s t i t u t io n s ,
^ S a m u e l  R a m o s ,  E l  p e r f i l  d e l h o m b r e  y la  c u ltu r a  en  
M e x ic o  (se g u n d a  ed ic id n ; M e x ic o ,  D. F .  , 1938), 26.
® *S ierra , E v o lu c io n  p o l i t i c a , 186.
®^Arnaiz y  K reg  in  A la m a n 's  S e m b la n z a s  e id e a r io ,  x v i i .
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and o f the p r iv i le g e d  c l a s s e s ,  w h ich  had  tr iu m p h e d  in  the c o n ­
s u m m a t io n  of p o l i t i c a l  in d e p e n d e n c e .  The g r e a t e s t  s in g le  
th re a t  to h is  p r o p o s e d  p la n  fo r  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  e v o lu t io n ,  
he b e l ie v e d ,  w a s  the U n ited  S t a te s ,
A la m a n 's  f e a r  of the U n ited  S ta te s  had d eep  r o o t s ,  and 
m u ch  of h is  p o l i t ic a l  th inking e v o lv e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th a t  f e a r .  
M o r e o v e r ,  a n im o s i t y  to w a rd  the U n ited  S ta te s  w a s  not in i t ia l ly  
a s e l f - i m p o s e d  c o n c e p t .  One s c h o la r  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  th at i t  i s  
quite  c o n c e iv a b le  that un der  a d i f fe r e n t  s e t  of c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
he m ig h t  have d e v e lo p e d  a fa v o r a b le  o u t lo o k  tow ard  th e  n e igh b or  
north  o f  th e  R io  B r a v o  d e l  N o r te .  F r o m  the b eg in n in g , h o w e v e r ,  
he w i t n e s s e d  on ly  an i m p e r i a l i s t i c  a m b it io n  on the  p a r t  o f  that 
c o u n try  to w a rd  h is  ow n. A s  a r e s u l t ,  he f e a r e d  th at r e la t io n s  
b e tw e e n  th e  two c o u n tr ie s  c o u ld  le a d  on ly  to  in te r n a l  c h a o s  in  
M e x ic o ,  and he fo r m u la te d  h is  p o l i c i e s  a c c o r d in g ly .  H is  
p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h y , a c c o r d in g  to S im p s o n , w a s  in  k e e p in g  w ith  
the b e n e v o le n t  d e s p o t i s m  of the e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry; he h a ted  the  
" h a lf-b a k ed  J a c o b in ism  of the l ib e r a l s "  and c o m b a te d  that  
outlook  by im p o s in g  h is  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t .  F in a l ly ,
"he had a c l e a r  v i s i o n  of the g r o w in g  m ig h t  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ,
®^Cue C a n o v a s ,  H is to r ia  p o l i t i c a  de M e x ic o , 145.
®^De O nis, L o s  E s ta d o s  U n id o s ,  23 3.
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and o p p o se d  M a n ife s t  D e s t in y  at e v e r y  turn, "^5
A s  M in is te r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  h e  w as th u s  im b u ed  w ith  
a s tr o n g  ib e r o a m e r ic a n  p r e o c c u p a t io n .  He w a s  c e r t a in ly  a 
p a tr io t ,  but he a l s o  h o p ed  to w o r k  w ith in  the c o n c e p t  that a l l  
the p eo p le  o f  H isp a n ic  A m e r ic a  c o u ld  a c t  to g e th er ,  and that 
su c h  c o o p e r a t io n  w o u ld  be b e n e f ic ia l  fo r  the fu tu re  o f  M ex ic o .
H is  c o u r a g e  in  a ttem p tin g  to  p r e v e n t  a United S t a t e s  h e g e m o n y  
in  th e  L a t in  A m e r ic a n  a r e a  e v e n  e l i c i t e d  an e x p r e s s i o n  of  
a d m ir a t io n  fr o m  A nth ony  B u tler ,  w h o m  he b e s t e d  in  d ip lo m a tic  
n e g o t ia t io n s  at a c r i t i c a l  t im e  in  M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s .  
B u tle r  r e f e r r e d  to A la m a n  as an " a s tu te  and w i s e  m a n .
It w a s  A la m a n 's  hab it, u n fo r tu n a te ly  for the  in v e s t ig a t o r ,  
to r e m a in  d e ta ch ed , im p a s s iv e ,  and  fo r m a l  in  h i s  o f f ic ia l  
d ip lo m a t ic  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  In  f a c t ,  th er e  is  no in d ic a t io n  of 
a b ia s  o r  h o s t i l i t y  to w a r d  the U n ite d  S ta te s  th rou gh ou t s u c h  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  It i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  su ch  s t o i c i s m  on h is  p a r t  
w a s  th e  fa c to r  w h ich  c a u s e d  P o i n s e t t  and B u t le r  to  u n d e r e s t im a t e  
h im . H e did not r e m a in  so  i m p a s s i v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  he w a s  
d e te r m in e d  to  e x o n e r a te  h im s e l f  and  o th er  m i n i s t e r s  who s e r v e d  
in  th e  f i r s t  B u s ta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t .  In h is  " E x a m e n  im p a r c ia l ,  "
S3 M any M e x ic o  s , 233 .
®^Arnaiz y F r e g  in  A la m a n 's  S e m b la n z a s  e id e a r io ,  x v i i i .
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w r i t t e n  sh o r t ly  a f t e r  h is  o u s t e r  f r o m  the g o v e r n m e n t  in  1832,  
A la m a n  e x p r e s s e d  s o m e .o f  h i s  v ie w p o in ts  c o n c e r n in g  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  s y s t e m  of p o l i t i c a l  o p era t io n .
It w a s  A la m a n 's  app arent p u rp o se  to e x a m in e  v a r io u s  
w e a k n e s s e s  of the M ex ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  in  co n ju n c t io n  
w ith  f e d e r a l i s m .  In doing s o ,  he  d i s c o v e r e d  c e r t a in  f e a t u r e s  
o f  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n in g  
th e  p o w e r s  of the e x e c u t iv e ,  w h ic h  he found a t t r a c t iv e .  Indeed ,  
a lth o u g h  he co u ld  not a c c e p t  th e  f e d e r a l  s y s t e m  a s  a w h o le ,  he  
a g r e e d  w ith  s p e c i f i c  f e a tu r e s  i t  ex h ib ite d  in  r e f e r e n c e  to m e th o d s  
of m a in ta in in g  o r d e r  and c o n tr o l  g iv e n  to the c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e .
He n o ted  that the U n ited  S ta te s  p r e s id e n t ,  for  e x a m p le ,  w a s  
g r a n te d  c e r ta in  d i s t in c t  p o w e r s  by the c o n s t i tu t io n .  He c o u ld  
d i s m i s s  a t w i l l ,  w ith out g iv in g  c a u s e  or r e a s o n ,  any e m p lo y e e  
of th e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  or any  d e p a r tm en t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  e x c e p t  
j u s t i c e s .  T h is  c o u ld  be done, A la m a n  d i s c e r n e d ,  w ith ou t c o n ­
s id e r a t io n  of th e ir  p e n s io n  or r e t i r e m e n t .  T h en  he  c o n v e y e d  
to  th e  r e a d e r  th at th is  p r a c t ic e  w a s  co m m o n , w h e n e v e r  and for  
w h a te v e r  r e a s o n  th e  c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e  d e s ir e d  to a c t .  M o r e o v e r ,  
the  U n ited  S ta te s  p r e s id e n t  h a d  th e  p ow er  to p a rd o n  a l l  p e n a l t ie s  
and p u n ish m e n ts  im p o s e d  by th e  co u r ts  e x c e p t  in  a s i tu a t io n  of 
h ig h  t r e a s o n  a g a in s t  the nation . A la m a n 's  r e a c t io n  to  th e s e
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p r o v is io n s  ? "What co n fu s io n ,  what d i f f i c u l t ie s  w ould  b e  avo id ed  
am on g us i f  our c o n s t i tu t io n  had g iv e n  th is  pow er to th e  P r e s i ­
dent I"8 ?
A la m a n  o b v io u s ly  had m i s s e d  the p o in t  o f  ch e ck s  and b a la n c e s ,  
but he r e v e a le d  h is  b a s ic  d e s i r e  for  a c e n t r a l  a u th o r ity  w ith  w hich  
to  m a in ta in  o r d e r .  The M e x ic a n  c o n s t i tu t io n  d ra fted  in  1824  did  
not p ro v id e  for  su ch  p r e s id e n t ia l  pow er , though w ith in  a  few  sh o r t  
y e a r s  a f te r  he  w ro te  th e s e  w o r d s  in  1832, a new d o cu m en t w ould  
in d ee d  g u a r a n tee  c e n t r a l i z e d  co n tro l .
T h is ,  then , w a s  the m a n  who r e p r e s e n t e d  M ex ico  in  the  
c r i t i c a l  y e a r s  o f  in i t ia l  c o n ta c t  b e tw e en  that country  and the 
U n ited  S t a t e s .  In d ea lin g  f i r s t  w ith  P o in s e t t  and then w ith  
B u tler ,  h e  w o u ld  prove  h im s e l f  a fo r m id a b le  opponent. H is  
in t e l l ig e n c e ,  co m b in ed  w ith  c o m p le te  d e d ic a t io n  to the c e n t r a l i s t -  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o l i t ic a l  p h ilo so p h y  and w ith  h is  s u s p ic io n s  of the 
U nited  S t a te s ,  en ab led  h im  to guide M e x ic o  aw ay  fr o m  a path  
w h ic h  m ig h t  h ave  led  to c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  the n orth ern  nation .  
C o n v in ced  that the U n ited  S ta te s  h a r b o r e d  no fe e l in g  o f  g en u in e  
go o d  w i l l  to w a r d  M ex ic o ,  h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  to  take th o se  s te p s  
he d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y  to th w a r t  U nited S ta te s  d e s ig n s  and to
^ A la m a n ,  D ocum entos d iv e r so s .  III, 249-250 , 251.
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sa fe g u a r d  the s o v e r e ig n t y  o f  h i s  cou n try . H is  d e a l in g s  w ith  
P o i n s e t t  and B u t le r ,  to be t r e a t e d  in s u c c e e d in g  c h a p te r s ,  
p r o v e d  to be the b e d r o c k  upon w h ich  m a n y  su b seq u en t  y e a r s  
o f  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  the two n a t ion s  w e r e  b a s e d .  T h e s e  c o n ­
fr o n ta t io n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a re  th e  fo c a l  p o in ts  in  h is  d ip lo m a t ic  
c a r e e r  and, in  a  b ro a d er  a s p e c t ,  a r e  th e  k e y  to an u n d ersta n d in g  
o f  M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta tes  c o n ta c t  in the n in e teen th  and e a r ly  
tw e n t ie th  c e n t u r ie s .
C H A P T E R  HI
IN IT IA L  M EX IC A N <-U N IT E D  S T A T E S  RELA TIO N S:
THE A L A M A N -P O IN S E T T  C O N FR O N T A TIO N  AND  
ITS A F T E R M A T H  1 8 2 5 -1 8 2 9
It w a s  d u rin g  A la m a n 's  th ird  te n u re  a s  M ex ic a n  M in is te r  
for  F o r e ig n  A f f a ir s ,  fr o m  J an u ary  to  S e p te m b e r  1825, that he  
e x p e r ie n c e d  h is  f i r s t  p e r s o n a l  co n ta c t  w ith  an  o f f ic ia l  r e p r e ­
se n ta t iv e  of the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  P r io r  to  th is  t im e,  
h is  u n e a s in e s s  a s  to the in ten t io n s  o f  th at g o v e r n m e n t  tow ard  
h ie  n a t ion  w a s  b a s e d  on h is  doubts about d e m o c r a c y .  But he  
had no c o n c r e te  r e a s o n  to q u e s t io n  the g o o d  w i l l  Df th e  U nited  
S ta te s  e x c e p t  that it  w a s  the  f o r e m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  of d e m o c r a c y  
in  th e  w o r ld .  In  sp ite  of a  la c k  o f e v id e n c e  that the p o l i c i e s  of th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  p r e s e n t e d  a d a n g er  to the w e l f a r e  o f  the M ex ica n  
nation , he r e m a in e d  a p p r e h e n s iv e .  It s e e m s  that th e  r e a s o n  he  
had su c h  f e e l in g s  w a s  due to  the fa c t  that o f f ic ia l  U n ited  S ta tes  
r e c o g n i t io n  of M ex ic a n  in d ep en d en ce  w a s  p r o c la im e d  in  1822, 
y e t  a s  la te  a s  J a n u a ry  1825, no d ip lo m a t ic  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  had  
a r r iv e d  f r o m  W ash ington .
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T h e s i tu a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  the  o u t lo o k  of th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  to w a r d  M e x ic o ,  w h ic h  a r o u s e d  A l a m a n ’s s u s p i ­
c io n s ,  w a s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  In  1824 , John Q uincy  A d a m s  d e fe a te d  
A n d re w  J a c k s o n  an d  s e v e r a l  o th e r  c a n d id a te s  in  a h e a te d  
p r e s id e n t ia l  e l e c t io n  an d  r e p la c e d  J a m e s  M on roe  a s  c h ie f  
e x e c u t iv e  o f  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  A d a m s  had s e r v e d  a s  M o n r o e 's  
S e c r e t a r y  o f S ta te ,  and  in  th is  c a p a c i t y  he d e a l t  w i t h  the  q u e s t io n  
of th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s .  In fac t ,  i t  
w a s  p a r t ly  b e c a u s e  o f  A d a m s '  o f f i c ia l  h e s i t a n c y  to  su p p o rt th e  
L a tin  A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s  u n t i l  th ey  d e m o n s tr a te d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  
that no r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  the A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  sen t  to  
M e x ic o  b e tw e e n  1822  and the f i r s t  m o n th  o f 1825 . A d a m s  e x ­
p r e s s e d  the po in t o f  v ie w  th at the U n ited  S ta te s  sh o u ld  r e c o g n iz e  
the f a c t  o f  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f the H i s p a n ic - P o r t u g u e s e  N ew  
W orld; h o w e v e r ,  h e  h a d  m i s g i v i n g s  abou t o f f i c ia l  r e c o g n it io n  
and i t s  b in d in g  c o m m it m e n t s  a s  c a l l e d  fo r  b y  s u c h  lea d in g  
p o l i t i c ia n s  a s  H e n r y  C la y .  1
R e g a r d l e s s  o f  th is  in i t ia l  h e s i t a n c y ,  A d a m s  s o o n  w a s  in  
fa v o r  o f  m o r e  c o n ta c t  w ith  the L a t in  A m e r i c a n  a r e a ,  p a r t ic u la r ly
^See S a m u e l  F l a g g  B e m is  1 e x c e l l e n t  s tu d y , J o h n  Quincy  
A d a m s  a n d  the F o u n d a t io n s  of A m e r i c a n  F o r e ig n  P o l i c y  (N ew  
Y o rk , 1949), fo r  a n  e x a m in a t io n  o f A d a m s'  o u t lo o k  on th is  
q u e s t io n .
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M e x ic o .  A fte r  o f f i c ia l  r e c o g n i t io n  w a s  p r o c la im e d  in  1822, in  
M ay 1824 A d a m s  s u g g e s t e d  th at "a sa fe  in t e r c o u r s e  b e tw e e n  the  
c i t i z e n s  o f  th is  G o v e rn m e n t  and  th e  n o r th er n  and e a s t e r n  p a r ts  
of th e  M e x ic a n  d o m in io n s ,  w i l l  aw aken  the in h ab itan ts  of the  
la t t e r  to  the b l e s s i n g s  o f  a r e p u b l ic a n  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t .  11 
C ontinu in g , he in t im a te d  that t h e s e  w e r e  b l e s s i n g s  "w hich the  
A m e r i c a n  p eo p le  w i s h  a l l  n a t io n s  to enjoy, and the v a lu e  o f  w h ich  
w i l l  be m o r e  d e e p ly  i m p r e s s e d  on the m in d s  of s t r a n g e r s  by an  
e x p e r im e n t a l  k n o w led g e  of our e n jo y m e n ts .  Such  an e x p r e s s i o n  
of th e  in ten t io n s  o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  e x a c t ly  w hat  
A la m a n  fe a r ed ;  c o n se q u e n t ly ,  w h e n  o f f ic ia l  d ip lo m a tic  c o n ta c ts  
w e r e  la te r  in a u g u ra ted , i t  i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  that he  a p p ro a c h e d  
su c h  c o n fr o n ta t io n  w ith  cau tion .
M ea n w h ile ,  upon a s s u m p t io n  of the d u t ie s  o f  p r e s id e n t ,
A d a m s  c o n c lu d e d  that th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w o u ld  be  c o m p e l le d  to  
tak e  a m o r e  a c t iv e  r o le  in  the a f f a ir s  of M e x ic o .  The d e la y  in  
the a p p o in tm en t  of a m in i s t e r  to that c o u n try  a fter  o f f ic ia l  
r e c o g n i t io n  in  1822 w a s  the r e s u l t  of p o l i t i c a l  m a c h in a t io n s  
in  W ash in gton . T h is  s itu a t io n , fu r t h e r m o r e ,  p r o v e d  quite
^U. S . ,  C o n g r e s s ,  A n n a ls  o f  C o n g r e s s : D eb a te s  and P r o ­
c e e d in g s  in  th e  C o n g r e s s  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  1789- 1824 (42  
v o l s .  ; W ash in gton , D . C . , 1 8 3 4 -1 8 5 6 ) ,  18th C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  
s e s s i o n ;  LXII, 2 7 03 .
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c o n v e n ie n t  fo r  the B r i t i s h .  A s  one s p e c i a l i s t  in  th is  p e r io d  ' 
noted , d u rin g  th e  t im e  th at the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
a ttem p tin g  to  s e t t l e  upon a p o l i t i c a l ly - a c c e p t a b le  a p p o in tee  a s  
m in i s t e r  to M e x ic o ,  the B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  le d  by  G eo rg e  
C anning, w ho e x p r e s s e d  an a n t i - A m e r i c a n  outlook , "was m ak in g  
g o o d  u s e  o f  i t s  ad van tage  to  e s t a b l i s h  . . .  a p o w e r fu l  B r i t i s h  
in f lu e n c e  o v e r  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  " By doing th is ,  the 
B r i t i s h  h o p ed  "to e l i c i t  the deep  g ra t itu d e  of the M e x ic a n  p eo p le  
fo r  B r i t i s h  p r o m i s e s  o f fa v o r  and p r o te c t io n  w h ic h  m a d e  the 
e a r l i e r  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  M e x ic o ' s  in d ep en d en ce  by th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  s e e m  of tr i f l in g  im p o r ta n c e .  . . . "^
Alam cin w a s  o b v io u s ly  the M e x ic a n  p r o m o te r  o f  su c h  
B r i t i s h  a c t iv i t y  due to  h is  r o le  as  p r e s id e n t  of th e  B r i t i s h -  
f in a n c e d  U n ited  M ining C om p an y . M o r e o v e r ,  th is  p r o c ed u r e  
w a s  in  k e e p in g  w ith  h is  b a s ic  p r o - B r i t i s h ,  a n t i -U n it e d  S ta te s  
t e n e t s .  A t the s a m e  t im e ,  he knew  that o f f ic ia l  d ip lo m a t ic  
t i e s  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  in e v i t a b le .  But  
i f  th a t  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  th w a r te d  f r o m  th e  b eg in n in g  in  i t s  
d e a l in g s  w ith  M e x ic o ,  i t  w a s  l ik e ly  th at d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  m igh t  
l e a d  to  in d i f f e r e n c e .  A s  an  o f f i c ia l  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  h is
^Manning, E a r ly  D ip lom atic  R e la t io n s ,  v i i - v i i i .
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g o v e r n m e n t ,  he thus cou ld  d e te r m in e  w h at w ould be  th e  
M ex ic a n  d ip lo m a tic  v iew p o in t .  U n ited  S ta tes  r e a c t io n ,  in  turn, 
w a s  d ep en d en t upon th e  c h a r a c te r  and outlook  of the m in i s t e r  
who w a s  not y e t  app ointed  in  J an u ary  1825.
In h is  f i r s t  t e r m  a s  M in is te r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a ir s ,  A la m a n  
c a r e fu l ly  b eg a n  to  fo r m u la te  a  p o l i c y  o f  d ip lo m a tic  r e la t io n s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  co n cern in g  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  F r o m  the b eg inn ing  
of h is  p o l i t ic a l  s e r v i c e ,  he w a s  c o n c e r n e d  about the s i tu a t io n  
of the c o m m o n  boundary l in e  b e tw e e n  h is  nation and the United  
S ta te s ,  T h is  c i r c u m s t a n c e  w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  b o t h e r s o m e  in  the 
n o r th ea s t ,  for  th ere  r e m a in e d  in  1823 c o n fu s io n  a s  to  what  
c o n s t i tu te d  the g e o g r a p h ic a l  l in e  of s e p a r a t io n  b e tw e e n  the two  
c o u n t r ie s .  A c q u is i t io n  of the L o u is ia n a  T e r r i to r y  f r o m  F r a n c e  
and the F lo r id a  a r e a  f r o m  Sp ain  had r e s u l t e d  in  a c o n seq u en t  
in t e r e s t  in  t e r r i t o r ia l  e x p a n s io n  am on g  m an y  U n ited  S ta te s  
r e s id e n t s .
Soon  a f te r  M ex ic a n  in d ep en d en ce ,  a native of C on n ecticu t ,  
M o s e s  A u st in ,  a p p ea red  in  M ex ico  C ity  and ob ta in ed  a la r g e  land  
g ra n t  in the M ex ica n  b o r d e r  co lo n y  o f T e x a s .  No p r o b le m s  w e r e  
f o r e s e e n  b y  the M ex ic a n  g o v ern m en t;  in  fact, th e r e  s e e m e d  to be  
a g e n e r a l  f e e l in g  of o f f i c ia l  r e l i e f ,  for  it  w as  b e l i e v e d  that the  
T e x a s  r e g io n  w ould  s e r v e  a s  a b u ffer  a r e a  b e tw e en  M ex ic o
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p r o p e r  an d  the s o u t h w e s t e r n  a r e a  o f the U n ite d  S t a te s .  W hat  
A lam ein  thought of t h i s  land g r a n t  i s  not know n. In  v ie w  o f h is  
b e l i e f s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  can  be  l i t t l e  doubt th at he  w a s  d is tu r b e d  
by s u c h  a  tr a n s a c t io n .  Quite e a r ly ,  then, A la m a n  w a s  h o p e fu l  
of r e s o l v i n g  the q u e s t io n  of th e  a c tu a l  b o u n d a ry  l in e  b e tw e e n  h is  
co u n try  and the U n ite d  S ta te s ,  th a t  i s ,  w a s  i t  o r  w a s  i t  not the  
S ab ine  R iv e r .
In  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1823, th e  c h a r g e s  d 'a f f a i r e s  w ho had  
r e p la c e d  Z o z a y a  in  W ash in g ton , A n a s t a s io  T o r r e n s ,  m a d e  a  
r e p o r t  to  A la m a n  w h ic h  d is tu r b e d  the F o r e i g n  A f fa ir s  M in is t e r ,  
A c c o r d in g  to T o r r e n s '  in fo r m a t io n ,  an  e x p e d i t io n  w a s  p r e p a r in g  
to d e p a r t  fr o m  K en tu ck y  and to m a k e  i t s  w a y  to  Santa F e .  T h is  
e x p e d it io n  had a s  i t s  p u rp o se  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a new m in e  w h ic h  
had r e c e n t l y  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d .  T h u s, it  w a s  w e l l - e q u ip p e d  and  
h e a v i ly  su p p l ie d  w ith  m e r c h a n d is e .  T o r r e n s  w a s  of th e  o p in io n  
that th is  e x p e d it io n  c o u ld  p o r ten d  no good fo r  M e x ic o .  If s o m e  
type o f  r e g u la t io n  w a s  not fo r th c o m in g ,  th is  c a r a v a n  w o u ld  on ly  
be an  in k lin g  o f w h at w a s  to c o m e .  ^ A la m a n  a g r e e d  w ith  T o r r e n s '
^Ibid. , 167. F o r  A lam ein's  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  the M e x ic a n  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to W a sh in g to n  b e t w e e n  A u g u st  a n d  O cto b er  1823,  
s e e  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  Dept, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, N o te s  f r o m  
the M e x ic a n  L e g a t io n ,  W a sh in g to n , I.
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e v a lu a t io n  o f the s i tu a t io n .  On A u g u st  21 , 1823, h e  m a d e  an  
o f f i c i a l  n o ta tio n  th a t  he  had c o n ta c te d  T o r r e n s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  
the p r o c e d u r e  to b e  fo l lo w e d  in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t .  E v e n  th ough  it  w a s  not p o s s ib l e  at th at ju n c tu r e  
to  e s t a b l i s h  f o r m a l  d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  the tw o c o u n ­
t r i e s  b e c a u s e  o f th e  p r o v i s io n a l  s ta tu s  o f the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
A la m a n  in s t r u c t e d  T o r r e n s  to c u l t iv a te  f r ie n d ly  r e la t io n s  w ith  the  
U n ite d  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  He n o ted  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n f l i c t  
o v e r  th e  q u e s t io n a b le  b o u n d a ry  l in e ,  and he e x p r e s s e d  a  d e t e r ­
m in a t io n  to p r e v e n t  "any a g g r e s s i o n  or in t e r r u p t io n  in  our  
t e r r i t o r y .  " T o r r e n s  w a s  to r e q u e s t  a U n ited  S ta te s  s ta te m e n t  
o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on  the  b ou n d ary  q u e s t io n ,  and he s e n t  a  m a p  of 
th e  a r e a  w h ich  T o r r e n s  w a s  in s t r u c t e d  to p r e s e n t  to  H en ry  C la y . ®
O n O cto b er  1, 1823, A la m a n  s e n t  fu r th e r  in s t r u c t io n s  to  
T o r r e n s .  The c h a r g e s  d 'a f f a ir e s  w a s  to ld  to s e c u r e  a s  q u ick ly  
a s  p o s s i b l e  a d e te r m in a t io n  of the b o u n d a ry  l i m i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
by th e  1819 t r e a t y  b e tw e e n  the U n ite d  S ta te s  and Sp a in . H ow ­
e v e r ,  su c h  in f o r m a t io n  w a s  not p r o v id e d  by th e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  
the U n ite d  S ta te s ;  in  fa c t ,  a t  the b eg in n in g  o f 1824  A la m a n  
r e c e i v e d  w o r d  f r o m  s e v e r a l  M e x ic a n  o f f i c ia l s  in  th e  D e p a r tm e n t
BAlaman, D ocu m en tos  d iv e r s o s ,  I, 5 6 3 -5 6 4 .
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of T e x a s  th at the U n ited  S ta te s  w as  c o n te m p la t in g  the a b r o g a t io n  
o f  that t r e a t y  s o  that th e  t e r r i t o r y  in  q u e s t io n  cou ld  b e  in c lu d e d  
w ith in  the t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  o f  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  T h is  a r e a  
w o u ld  in c lu d e  a l l  land  b e t w e e n  the s o u r c e  o f  the Rio B r a v o  d e l  
N orte  and  i t s  moutfc on  th e  c o a s t  of T a m a u l ip a s  p r o v in c e .  ^
Such an  a r r a n g e m e n t  w o u ld  n o t  be a c c e p t a b le  in  M ex ico ;  h o w ­
e v e r ,  the o n ly  a c t io n  w h ic h  co u ld  be ta k e n  in  favor  of the  
M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  b e  the s e t t l e m e n t  of a s p e c i f i c  
bou ndary  l in e  b e n e f ic ia l  to  that nation.
S o o n  a f t e r  A la m a n  l e a r n e d  of a l l e g e d  U n ited  S ta te s  in te n t io n s  
in  the T e x a s  a r e a ,  he  r e s i g n e d  h is  p o s i t io n  a s  M in is te r  fo r  
F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  T h is  w a s  in  F e b r u a r y  1 8 24 . He s e r v e d  h is  
se c o n d  t e r m  in  o ff ic e  f r o m  M ay to S e p t e m b e r  1824, a g a in  
r e s ig n in g  th e  m in i s t r y .  T hen , on J a n u a ry  12, 1825, th e  n e w ly -  
e le c te d  P r e s i d e n t  o f M e x ic o ,  V ic to r ia ,  a s k e d  h im  to r e s u m e  
th is  p o s t  o n c e  m o r e .  A s  n o ted  p r e v io u s ly ,  he  w a s  s e l e c t e d  for  
th is  o f f i c e  by  V ic t o r ia  b e c a u s e  of h is  r e p u ta t io n  as  the m o s t  
ca p a b le  p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e  in  M e x ic o ,  A la m a n 's  b io g r a p h e r ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  h a s  q u e s t io n e d  h is  w is d o m  in  a c c e p t in g  the p o s i t i o n  fo r  
a th ird  t i m e .  A s  that a u th o r ity  o b s e r v e d ,  " if  A la m a n  c o m m it t e d
^Cue C anovas, H is to r ia  p o lit ica  de M exico , 340,
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e r r o r s  in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,  o n e  o f the g r e a t e s t  of t h e s e  
w a s  h i s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the m i n i s t r y  of a  p r e s id e n t  w h o  . . . 
i s  c o n s id e r e d  a  f o o l .  Had A la m a n  not s e r v e d  a s  V ic t o r ia ' s  
f i r s t  M in is t e r  for  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  i t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  th at  
M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S t a t e s  d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t io n s  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  
o f  a  d i f fe r e n t  n a tu r e  a l to g e th e r .  T h is  w a s  not the c a s e .
A la m a n  did a c c e p t  the a p p o in tm en t ,  b r in g in g  in to  that i m ­
p o r ta n t  o f f ic e  o n c e  a g a in  h is  h o s t i l e  a tt itu d e  to w a rd  the g o v e r n ­
m e n t  of the U n ited  S t a te s .  T h u s b e g a n  the  fa m o u s  " era  
a la m a n is t a ,  "8
D uring  the t im e  that P r e s id e n t  V ic t o r ia ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
tak in g  sh a p e , the U n ited  S ta te s  l e a d e r s  w e r e  d i s c u s s in g  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a c q u ir in g  m o r e  t e r r i t o r y  w e s t  o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i  
R iv e r ,  in  the a r e a  o f  the q u e s t io n a b le  b o u n d a r y  lin e  b e t w e e n  
M e x ic o  and the  U n ite d  S t a t e s . P r e s id e n t  A d a m s  and h is  
S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te ,  H en ry  C la y , b y  e a r ly  1825 c o n c lu d ed  
that it  w ould  be a d v a n ta g e o u s  fo r  th e ir  g o v e r n m e n t  to a c q u ir e  
a l l  o f  the T e x a s  a r e a ,  or a t  l e a s t  a  la r g e  p o r t io n  o f it ,  th ro u g h
? V a la d £ s ,  A la m a n , 1 9 8 -1 9 9 .  
8I b i d . , 203 .
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n e g o t ia t io n  w ith  the M e x ic a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  9 F o r  s u c h  t a lk s  to  b e  
in i t ia te d ,  i t  w a s  im p e r a t iv e  th at a  m i n i s t e r  to  M e x ic o  b e  a p p o in ted  
p o s t h a s t e .
In  M e x ic o ,  m e a n w h i le ,  th e  B r i t i s h  c h a r g e s  d 'a f f a ir e s ,  H e n r y  
G. W ard, w a s  taking a d v a n ta g e  of M e x ic a n  u n e a s i n e s s  ab ou t the  
in te n t io n s  o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  T e x a s ,  
He w a r n e d  v a r io u s  M e x ic a n  o f f i c ia l s  th at th e  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  
w h ic h  a l lo w e d  u n l im it e d  A m e r i c a n  s e t t l e m e n t  in  th e  p r o v in c e  
of T e x a s  w a s  d a n g e r o u s  to  M e x ic a n  s o v e r e ig n t y .  In W a r d 's  
op in ion , i t  w o u ld  be w i s e  f o r  M e x ic o  to  fo r b id  A m e r i c a n  s e t t l e ­
m e n t  w e s t  o f  the S ab in e  R iv e r .  W a rd  w a s  s u p p o r te d  in  th is  
a r g u m e n t  by  J o s e  M a r ia  T o r n e l ,  an  a c t iv e  p u b lic  f ig u r e  " p e c u l­
i a r l y  u n fr ie n d ly  to w a rd  th e  U n ited  S t a te s ,  w ho w a s  now  a  D ep u ty  
in  C o n g r e s s  and p r iv a te  s e c r e t a r y  to  the P r e s id e n t .  . . . "10
A s  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  A la m a n  w a s  l e e r y  of the  
e f f o r t s  of the U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  in  th is  p a r t ic u la r  a r e a  
of d ip lo m a c y .  In h is  op in io n , th e  l o s s  of T e x a s ,  or  o f  any  
M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  to th e  U n ited  S t a te s  co u ld  o n ly  p r o v e  d i s ­
a s t r o u s  fo r  h i s  nation . H is  s u s p ic io n s  of th at g o v e r n m e n t 's
9 J u s t in  H. S m ith , T he A n n ex a t io n  of T e x a s  (N ew  Y ork ,
1919), 8.
lOjbid. S e e  a l s o  W a r d 's  M e x ic o  in  1827 (2 v o l s ,  ; L ondon ,
1829)1
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d e s ig n s  on h is  co u n try  thus w e r e  in te n s i f ie d  a s  s o o n  a s  he b e g a n  
s e r v in g  h is  th ird  t e r m  in  th e  F o r e ig n  M in is tr y .  It w ould  be  
d if f icu lt  for any U n ited  S ta te s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to c o n v in c e  the 
M ex ic a n  M in is te r  that h is  nation , e sp o u s in g  a p h ilo so p h y  and a 
s y s t e m  w h ich  A la m a n  d isd a in ed , cou ld  be tr u s te d .
F r o m  the b eg in n in g , the q u e s t io n  of a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to 
M ex ic o  p r o v e d  a tr o u b le s o m e  one fo r  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  A p p o in tm en t of r e s p e c t iv e  m i n i s t e r s  to the n e w ly - in d e -  
pendent nations  sh o u ld  have fo l lo w e d  o f f ic ia l  U n ited  S ta te s  
r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  H is p a n ic - A m e r ic a n  r e p u b l ic s .  T h is ,  u n for­
tu n ate ly , w a s  not the c a se  in  r e f e r e n c e  to M ex ic o ,  w h ich  w a s  
the n e a r e s t  of t h e s e  s ta te s ,  and p rob ab ly  the m o s t  s t r a te g ic  
as  far  a s  the U n ited  S ta tes  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  F o r  th r e e  y e a r s  
the d eb ate  as to w h o  w ould  r e p r e s e n t  the U n ited  S ta te s  in  M ex ic o  
d r a g g e d  on, w ith  p o l i t ic a l  p r i o r i t i e s  quite in  e v id e n c e .  At f i r s t ,  
r e c o g n i t io n  by  th e  U nited  S t a te s ,  a b s tr a c t  though it  w a s ,  had 
e n c o u r a g ed  the n o n e - t o o - s t a b le  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  had  
the p h ila n th ro p ic  A m e r ic a n  d e c la r a t io n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  the  
M e x ic a n  nation and  p eo p le .  In fa c t ,  am on g  v a r io u s  M ex ica n  
o f f ic ia l s  th ere  w e r e  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  a d m ir a t io n  for  and gra titu d e  
to th e  p eo p le  of th at nation  for su c h  i n t e r e s t  in  the a f f a ir s  of  
M e x ic o .  Then th e r e  fo l lo w e d  the d ra w n -o u t  d e la y  in  e s t a b l is h in g
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a c tu a l  d ip lo m a tic  c o n ta c t  w ith  the M ex ica n  g o v e r n m e n t  by i t s  
c o u n ter p a r t  in  the U n ited  S ta te s .  A m e r ic a n  r e la t io n s ,  a s  fa r  
as the M e x ic a n  nation  w a s  c o n c e r n e d ,  had thus b e c o m e  c o ld  
and p la to n ic .  ^
The a p p o in tm en t of a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to M ex ico  w a s  not 
ig n o r e d  by  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  for th ree  y e a r s .  In  
J an u ary  1823, the p o s t  w a s  o f f e r e d  to a Sen ator  B ro w n  of 
M is s i s s ip p i ,  "a m a n  of a b il ity , le a r n in g ,  and m e a n s .  11 B row n ,  
h o w e v e r ,  w ou ld  not a c c e p t  the p o s it io n .  C on d ition s  w e r e  
ra th er  u n se t t le d  in  M e x ic o ,  and he  did  not b e l ie v e  that h is  
w ife  co u ld  s a f e ly  a c c o m p a n y  h im  to that cou n try . On F e b r u a r y  
19 of the s a m e  y e a r ,  S e c r e ta r y  o f S tate  A d a m s n ex t o f f e r e d  
the p o s t  to  A ndrew  J a c k so n  of T e n n e s s e e .  But J a c k so n  w a s  
o b v io u s ly  to be a cand id ate  in  the u p com in g  p r e s id e n t ia l  
e le c t io n ,  for  the T e n n e s s e e  s ta te  l e g i s la t u r e  had g iv e n  h im  
an o v e r w h e lm in g  e n d o r s e m e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s in c e  A d a m s  
w a s  a l s o  in t e r e s t e d  in  s ee k in g  the p r e s id e n c y ,  the o ffer  to  
J a c k so n  s m a c k e d  of p o l i t ic a l  c o n v e n ie n c e  on A d a m s' b eh a lf .
^ W i l l i a m  R. M anning, " P o in s e t t ' s  M is s io n  to M ex ico :  
A  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  H is  I n t e r fe r e n c e  in In tern a tio n a l A f fa ir s ,  " 
A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l of In tern a tio n a l L aw , VII (1913), 790.
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1 ?N e e d le s s  to sa y ,  J a c k so n  d e c l in e d  the offer ,.
It w a s  a t  th is  point th at J o e l  R o b e r ts  P o in s e t t  of South C a r o ­
lin a  w a s  f i r s t  a p p ro a c h e d  o n  the q u e s t io n  of th e  appointm ent to  
M ex ic o .  He e x p r e s s e d  a r e lu c ta n c e  to u n d erta k e  su ch  a d ip­
lo m a t ic  m i s s i o n  in  v ie w  o f the ch a o tic  s i tu a t io n  w h ich  e x is t e d  
in  M ex ico .  P o in s e t t  did not b e l ie v e  it  w ould  be  a p rop it iou s  
t im e  to in a u g u ra te  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the M ex ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t,  
in  p a r t ic u la r  the im p e r ia l  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c la im e d  by Iturbide,
He in d ica ted  that he w o u ld  c o n s id e r  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p e r s o n a l ly  
e m b a r r a s s in g  i f  he w e r e  s e n t  a s  the r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  of the U n ited  
S ta te s  to an a u to c r a t ic  s t a t e .  T h e r e fo r e ,  P o in s e t t  w a s  not g iv e n  
the ap p o in tm en t. A fter  th e  f a l l  o f  I tu r b id e 's  g o v e r n m e n t ,  th e r e  
fo l lo w e d  a n oth er  p e r io d  o f d e la y  c o n c er n in g  th e  p o s it io n . In 
e a r ly  1824, S en a to r  N in ia n  E d w ard s  o f I l l in o is  w a s  o f fe r e d  the  
p o s it io n ,  and he  a c c e p t e d  i t .  But s h o r t ly  th e r e a f te r  he  b e c a m e  
in v o lv ed  in  a p e r s o n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  w ith  S e c r e t a r y  o f the T r e a s u r y  
W ill ia m  H. C ra w fo rd  and had to r e s ig n .  O ther m e n  then c o n ­
s id e r e d  for  the a p p o in tm en t  throughout 1824 w e r e  G eo rg e  M. 
D a l la s ,  T h o m a s  H art B en ton , W il l ia m  H enry  H a r r is o n ,  H enry
l^R ippy, P o in s e t t ,  104.
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W h ea to n , and, o n c e  a g a in ,  P o i n s e t t .  J
P o i n s e t t  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  be  th e  l o g i c a l  c a n ­
d id a te  fo r  the p o s i t i o n ,  fo r  h e  had  e x p e r i e n c e  in  d e a l in g  in  
L a t in  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s ,  h a v in g  e a r l i e r  s e r v e d  m in o r  a p p o in t ­
m e n t s  a s  a t r a d e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  in  A r g e n t in a  and C h ile .  M o r e ­
o v e r ,  h e  w a s  f lu e n t  in  th e  S p a n is h  la n g u a g e  and  had  v i s i t e d  
M e x ic o  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  T h is  v i s i t  r e s u l t e d  in  a  b r i e f  
m o n o g r a p h  a b o u t  M e x ic o ,  w h ic h  w a s  r a t h e r  w id e ly  r e a d  and  
w h ic h  w a s  th o u g h t to  r e v e a l  a th o r o u g h  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  M e x i ­
c a n s  and t h e ir  a f f a i r s .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar Joh n  C. C alhou n ,  
a s  a  f e l l o w  S o u th  C a r o l in ia n ,  had, upon th e  f i r s t  o f f e r  o f  the  
p o s i t io n ,  a d v i s e d  P o i n s e t t  to  c o n s id e r  the  s i tu a t io n  c a r e f u l ly .
A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S ou th  C a r o l in a  d e le g a t io n  to  th e  H o u s e  of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  P o i n s e t t  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  p la y  a d e c i s i v e  r o le  
in  d e t e r m in in g  th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  b a l lo t  o f  h i s  s t a t e  i f  the e l e c t i o n  
w e r e  f o r c e d  in to  the H o u s e .  C a lh o u n  d id  not h e s i t a t e  to  point  
out th is  fa c t .  W h e n  th e  o f f e r  w a s  r e p e a t e d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  la te r  
b y  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  N a v y ,  c a u t io n  w a s  a g a in  u r g e d .  C o n ­
s e q u e n t ly ,  P o i n s e t t  d e c l in e d  to  a c c e p t  th e  p o s t ,  g iv in g  th e
3 3lb id .  , 1 0 4 - 1 0 5 .  F o r  N in ia n  E d w a r d 's  l e t t e r  of r e s i g ­
n a t io n ,  s e e  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t ,  o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59,  
D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  E d w a r d s  to  Joh n  Q u in cy  
A d a m s ,  June 22 , 1 8 24 , II.
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a fo r e m e n t io n e d  r e a s o n  of p e r s o n a l  e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  but a c tu a l ly  
f o r  the b a s ic  r e a s o n  that he  w a s  m o r e  in t e r e s t e d  in  n a t io n a l  
p o l i t i c s  than  in  f o r e ig n  d ip lo m a c y ,  ^
In the p r e s id e n t ia l  e l e c t i o n  to  w h ic h  P o in s e t t ' s  i n t e r e s t  w a s  
d raw n, A d a m s  w a s  v ic t o r io u s  a m id  c h a r g e s  of " b arga in  and  
c o rru p tio n "  h u r le d  by  J a c k s o n 's  s u p p o r t e r s .  U n p re tu r b e d  by  
the fu ro r  o f e l e c t i o n  e v e n t s ,  A d a m s  on the day a fter  h i s  in a u g u r a ­
t io n  s e n t  fo r  P o in s e t t ,  and the South  C a r o l in ia n  a g a in  w a s  u r g e d  
to  a c c e p t  the p o s t  o f  m i n i s t e r  to M e x ic o .  P o in s e t t  o n c e  m o r e  
e x p r e s s e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  ab ou t a c c e p t in g  the a p p o in tm en t.  He  
in d ic a te d  th a t  h e  w a s  r e lu c t a n t  to r e l in q u is h  h is  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
s e a t  in  o r d e r  to  ta k e  the f o r e ig n  p o s t .  A ls o ,  he u r g e d  P r e s id e n t  
A d a m s  to a p p o in t  T h o m a s  H a r t  B en to n  o f  M is s o u r i  to the p o s i t io n .  
H e w a s  in f o r m e d  qu ite  fr a n k ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  th at under no c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s  w o u ld  B en to n  be a s k e d  to s e r v e  a s  m i n i s t e r  to  M e x ic o ,  
P o in s e t t ,  a p p a r e n t ly  un d er  p r e s s u r e  at th is  p o in t, a g r e e d  to 
g iv e  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  the m a t t e r ,  and he a s s u r e d  the  
P r e s id e n t  th a t  he  w ou ld  l e t  h im  know h i s  d e c i s i o n  th e  n ex t  day.
On M a rch  6, 1825, P r e s i d e n t  A d a m s  r e c e iv e d  w o r d  f r o m  P o i n s e t t
^ H e r b e r t  E v e r e t t  P u tn a m , J o e l  R o b e r ts  P o in se t t :  A  
P o l i t i c a l  B io g r a p h y  (W a sh in g to n , D. C. , 1935), 6 7 -6 8 ;  R ipp y,  
P o in s e t t ,  105 .
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that he w o u ld  a c c e p t  the a p p o in tm en t ,  ^  T h u s ,  a f t e r  th r e e  
y e a r s ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to M e x ic o  f r o m  the U n ited  S t a te s  w a s  
s e l e c t e d .  T he fa c t  th a t  the a p p o in tm en t  p r o c e s s  had  ta k en  s o  
long  is  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  in  v ie w  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e r in g  in  the  
U n ited  S t a t e s ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s u c h  d i l a t o r in e s s  on the p a r t  of  
th e  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  did  noth ing  to e n h a n ce  th e  c h a n c e  for  
s u c c e s s f u l  in i t ia l  M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s .  In fa c t ,  
tak ing in to  c o n s id e r a t io n  AlamcLn's e m in e n c e  w ith in  th e  M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  and h is  o p in io n s  of the U n ited  S t a te s ,  th at n a t io n 's  
p r e s t ig e  d im in is h e d  i n  the e y e s  o f  o f f i c ia l  M e x ic o ,
The s i tu a t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  s t i l l  fa r  f r o m  h o p e l e s s .  In  
h is  c a p a c i ty  a s  M in is t e r  for F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  A la m a n  m ig h t  be  
h o s t i l e  to w a r d  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  and p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  
Y et he w a s  a l s o  a m a n  d e s ir o u s  o f  im p r o v in g  the  lo t  of h is  nation .  
A s a r e s p e c t e d ,  c a p a b le  p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e  in  c h a r g e  of the s t r a t e g ic  
M in is tr y  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  m o r e  than  a n y o n e  e l s e  he cou ld  
m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  w h ic h  m ig h t  h e lp ,  or  h in d e r ,  n a t io n a l p r o g r e s s .
In e a r ly  1825 , M e x ic o  o b v io u s ly  c o u ld  not m a k e  i t s  ow n w a y  in  
t e r m s  of th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  and the e c o n o m y .  A id  h ad  to  be  
sou gh t f r o m  a f r ie n d ly  and p o w e r fu l  f o r e ig n  n a t ion . A s  h is
-^ R ip p y , P o in s e t t ,  105.
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b io g r a p h er  e m p h a s iz e d ,  not only  d id  A la m a n  e x h ib it  a t e n a c i ty  
in  h i s  w ork  to  d ev e lo p  M e x ic o  in te r n a l ly ,  he a l s o  put g r e a t  
e m p h a s is  on M e x ic o 's  f o r e ig n  a f f a ir s .  In turn, th er e  w e r e  
tw o  s p e c i f ic  n ations  to w a rd  w h ich  A la m a n 's  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  w ould  
be d i r e c t e d - - G r e a t  B r i ta in  and the U n ited  S t a te s .  ^
S in c e  A la m a n  w a s  p r e ju d ic e d  to w a rd  the B r i t i s h  due to 
h is  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w ould  be  
f o r c e d  to p ro v e  to  the M e x ic a n  m i n i s t e r  that it co u ld  o f fer  a s  
m u c h  to h is  n ation  as  co u ld  the B r i t i s h .  T h e r e fo r e ,  P o in s e t t ' s  
a p p ro a c h  to the s i tu a t io n  w a s  c r i t i c a l .  It w as  h is  ta s k  to r e s t o r e  
o f f i c ia l  M ex ic a n  c o n f id en ce  in  the p le d g e s  m a d e  by h is  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  in  1822. M o r e o v e r ,  he  had to c o n v in ce  the M ex ica n  
g o v e r n m e n t  that i t s  hope fo r  fu ture  a d v a n ce m e n t  depended  
upon c l o s e  t i e s  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  ra th e r  than w ith  G r ea t  
B r ita in .
T h e re  i s  l i t t le  q u e s t io n  that P o in s e t t  w as  an ab le  and 
s i n c e r e  m an , and he w a s  a s  w e l l  q u a lif ie d  as  anyone fo r  the 
p o s i t io n  w h ich  he a c c e p te d .  He had l iv e d  in  L a tin  A m e r ic a  
b e tw e e n  1809 and 1816, in B u en o s  A i r e s  and San tiago , C h ile ,  
and had b e c o m e  fa m i l ia r  w ith  H is p a n ic - A m e r ic a n  c u s to m s  and
l^ V alad es ,  A lam an, 175.
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w a y s  of l i f e .  He a ls o  sp o k e  Spanish , an im p o rta n t  a s s e t  for  a 
d ip lo m a tic  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to  M ex ic o .  B e c a u s e  of h is  book, 
N o tes  on M e x ic o , p u b lish ed  a fter  h is  v i s i t  th e r e ,  he  w a s  c o n ­
s id e r e d  b y  m a n y  people  in  the U nited  S ta te s  so m eth in g  of an 
e x p er t  on th a t  cou n try . P o in s e t t  w a s  in  sy m p a th y  w ith  the  
in d ep en d en ce  m o v e m e n ts  o f  the v a r io u s  L atin  A m e r ic a n  cou n ­
t r ie s ,  and he had a g en u in e  in t e r e s t  in  that a r e a  of the h e m i s ­
p h ere .  But it  w a s  h is  p o l i t i c a l  e m p h a s is  w h ic h  en d a n g ered  
h is  p o s s ib le  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  a s  m in i s t e r  to M ex ic o ,  and w h ich  
o f f se t  m o s t  o f  h is  a b o v e -m e n t io n e d  q u a l i f ic a t io n s .  He w a s ,  
in  the w o r d s  o f  h is  m o s t  k n o w led g ea b le  e x a m in e r ,  "a f la m in g  
ev a n g e l  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  . . . "  W hile in  C h ile ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  
he "had r e v e a le d  both an im p ru d en t  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  and a d i s ­
p o s it io n  to  v io la t e  the r u le s  of d ip lo m a tic  d e c o r u m . In
v iew  of A la m a n 's  p r e d is p o s i t io n s ,  P o in s e t t  c e r ta in ly  w a s  not 
the m an  r e q u ir e d  for the t a s k  of r e s u r r e c t in g  good  f e e l in g s  
b etw een  th e  g o v e r n m e n ts  of M ex ico  and the U nited S t a te s .  But 
th e s e  th in gs  w e r e  unknown at that t im e .  It w as  b e l i e v e d  that  
P o in se t t  w a s  the b e s t  q u a lif ie d  and m o s t  ab le  m an  for the 
p os it ion , an d  th e  U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  a n t ic ip a ted  s u c c e s s  
as  a r e s u l t  o f  h is  m i s s i o n  to  M ex ico .
l^ R ipp y , P o in se t t ,  1 0 5 -1 0 6 .
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P o in s e t t  did not go  to  M e x ic o  in te n t io n a l ly  to  an ta g o n ize  
A la m a n  and o th er  m e m b e r s  of that g o v e r n m e n t .  To in s in u a te  
that he d id  is  to s u g g e s t  that he d e s i r e d  h is  m i s s i o n  to  fa il .  
Indeed, in  la r g e  m e a s u r e  it  w a s  h is  z e a l  to s u c c e e d  w hich  
c a u s e d  h is  u lt im a te  f a i lu r e .  P o in s e t t  w a s  im b u ed  w ith  n a t io n a l­
i s m  to the ex ten t  that he b e l i e v e d  it  w a s  h is  duty to p rom ote  the  
A m e r ic a n  w ay  of l i f e  in  o ther  p a r ts  of the h e m is p h e r e .  In o th er  
w o r d s ,  he " co n c e iv ed  h i m s e l f  a s  so m e th in g  of an  a p o s t le .  " He 
w as f i r m ly  co n v in c e d  th at the new n ation s  of L atin  A m e r ic a  
w ould w e lc o m e  the in tro d u c t io n  of the d e m o c r a t ic  in s t i tu t io n s  
of the U n ited  S ta te s .  T h e se  n a t ion s , he d is c e r n e d ,  w e re  
p o l i t ic a l ly  and s o c ia l l y  p r o s tr a te d  a fter  th ree  c e n tu r ie s  of 
S p a n ish  m is r u le ,  "and the v ir tu r e  o f  r e p u b lic a n  p r in c ip le s  
should  be  c l e a r ly  sh o w n  in  c o n tr a s t  to th o se  of the m o n a r c h ie s  
of the Old W orld . 1,18
P o in s e t t ' s  point o f  v ie w  w as  not u n u su a l in th is  p er io d  of  
U nited  S ta te s  fo r e ig n  r e la t io n s ,  for  v a r io u s  A m e r ic a n  d ip lo m a ts  
a p p ea red  to ho ld  s u c h  c o n v ic t io n s .  One s c h o la r  h a s  s u g g e s te d  
that th is  ou t look  w a s  su c h  that it le d  to a s i tu a t io n  in  w h ich
The U nited  S ta te s  w a s  . . .  to  be  
p o r tr a y e d  a s  a s o r t  of fr ie n d ly  gu id e  and 
p r o te c to r  to th is  y o u n g er  A m e r ic a n  r e la t iv e .
1 8 p utn am , J o e l  R o b e r ts  P o in s e t t ,  68.
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Such an a tt itu d e  i s  o ften  p a r t ic u la r ly  r e s e n t e d  
by an a s p ir in g  youth  of the f a m ily  a s  it  s u g g e s t s  
h is  own in e x p e r ie n c e  and in a b il i ty .  And th is  
r e s e n tm e n t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  k e e n  if  the e ld e r  i s  
known to c o v e t  s o m e  of the y o u n g e r 's  p o s s e s s i o n s  
fo r  it  g iv e s  th e  a p p ea l to k in sh ip  a tin ge  of h y p o c r is y .
W hat a p p a ren t ly  w a s  not at a l l  u n d ers to o d  by P o in s e t t  and other  
U n ited  S ta te s  o f f i c ia l s  w a s  the s ig n i f ic a n c e  of A la m a n  or of h is  
f o r e ig n  p o l icy .  The f e e l in g s  e x p r e s s e d  by the n e w ly -a p p o in ted  
A m e r ic a n  e n v o y  w e r e  the a n t i th e s e s  of th o se  o f  A la m a n . B r i t i s h  
in f lu e n c e  by 1825 w a s  s tr o n g  in  M ex ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  and e co n o m ic  
a f f a ir s ,  and th e r e  w e r e  e v e n  su b t le  B r i t i s h  h in ts  that ev en tu a lly  
M e x ic o  should  b r in g  about the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a m o n a r c h ic a l  
or a r i s t o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t .  20 in  v ie w  of A la m a n 's  
b ack grou n d  e x p e r ie n c e s  and b e l i e f s ,  it i s  sa fe  to a s s u m e  that 
he w a s  in s tr u m e n ta l  in  the p r o m o t io n  o f  s u c h  an id ea . C on­
s e q u e n t ly ,  P o in s e t t ' s  d e te r m in a t io n  to p r e s e n t  to th e  M ex ica n  
g o v e r n m e n t  the a d v a n ta g e s  of a f e d e r a l  r ep u b lica n  s y s t e m  as  
p r a c t ic e d  in the U n ited  S ta te s  could  only  a l ie n a te  fu r th e r  and 
a n ta g o n iz e  A la m a n , who a lr e a d y  n u rtu red  s e r io u s  doubts about 
the e f f ic a c y  o f d ea lin g  w ith  that p ow er .
19I b id . , 69.
^ T h e o d o r e  E . B u rton  in  The A m e r ic a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  of State  
and T h e ir  D ip lo m a c y , ed . S a m u e l  F la g g  B e m is  {10 v o l s .  ; New  
Y o rk , 1 9 2 7 -1 9 2 9 ) ,  IV, 133.
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An in k lin g  of th e  c o u r s e  that in i t ia l  d i s c u s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  and A la m a n  w o u ld  take w a s  e v id e n t  
in  Ja n u a ry  1825, b e f o r e  P o i n s e t t ' s  a p p o in tm en t .  In a r e p o r t  
s e n t  to th e  M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s  on the e l e v e n t h  d a y  of th at m on th ,
A la m a n 's  e n t h u s ia s m  fo r  t i e s  w ith  G r e a t  B r i t a in ,  and h is  la c k
of it  fo r  th o s e  w ith  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  w a s  o b v io u s .  In th is  
m e s s a g e ,  he p o in te d  out that
T he c o n s u l - g e n e r a l  a p p o in ted  by h is  
B r ita n n ic  m a j e s t y ,  and o th er  c o n s u ls  fo r  
the p r in c ip a l  p o r ts  of the R e p u b l ic ,  a r e  in  
the fu l l  e x e r c i s e  of th e ir  fu n c t io n s ,  and th e ir  
c o m m i s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a c k n o w le d g e d  by  
o f f i c ia l  E x e q u a tu r s .  The D ip lo m a t ic  A g e n ts  
f r o m  that G o v e r n m e n t  h ave  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  and  
r e g a r d e d  w ith  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  due to  a  n ation  
w h ic h  w a s  the f i r s t  am on g  th o s e  o f  E u r o p e  to  
o p en  r e la t io n s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  and good c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n c e  w ith  the R e p u b l ic .  T h e s e  w i l l  b e c o m e  
m o r e  in t im a t e .  . . .2 1
A s  to r e la t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  the f i r s t  nation w h ic h
had a c k n o w le d g e d  and o f f ic ia l ly  r e c o g n iz e d  M e x ic o ' s  in d e p e n d e n c e ,
he  t e r s e l y  r e p o r t e d  th at "the f r ie n d s h ip  th at h a s  s u b s i s t e d  w ith
the U n ited  S t a te s  of A m e r i c a  s i n c e  / o u r /  D e c la r a t io n  of
In d ep en d en ce ,  has  not b e e n  in te r r u p te d .  "22 But  th is f e e l in g
21 G r e a t  B r i ta in ,  F o r e ig n  O ff ic e ,  B r i t i s h  and F o r e ig n  S ta te  
P a p e r s , XII, 9 8 5 .
^ 2 lb id . T he S p a n is h  v e r s i o n  c a n  be s e e n  in  A lam an , D o c u - 
m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  I, 122 . A l s o  s e e  M anning, E a r ly  D ip lo m a t ic  
R e la t io n s ,  6 7 - 6 8 ,  fo r  fu r th e r  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th is  o b v iou s  
d if f e r e n c e  in f e e l in g  e x h ib i te d  by  A la m a n .
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o f  " fr ien d sh ip "  w a s  in d eed  ab ou t to be  in te r r u p te d .  N ot o n ly  
w o u ld  P o i n s e t t ' s  c o n c e p ts  p r o v e  o f f e n s iv e  to  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ;  th ey  w o u ld  b e  p a r t i c u la r ly  s o  to A la m a n .  The d e te r m in a t io n  
o f  th e  U nited S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  to  s e c u r e  a  p o r t io n  of the M e x ic a n  
d o m a in  w ould  a l s o  s t r a in  r e l a t i o n s .  A la m a n  w o u ld  take fu l l  
a d v a n ta g e  of t h i s  te n s io n .
C o n cern in g  th e  in ten t io n s  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  of the U n ite d  
S t a t e s  in  d e a l in g  w ith  M ex ic o ,  i t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  a m o n g  
M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c ia l s ,  w h e t h e r  th ey  su p p o r te d  or o p p o s e d  
c l o s e  t i e s  w ith  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  th at the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  th a t  
c o u n t r y  d e s i r e d  to  an n ex  a p a r t  o f  M e x ic o .  M any pu blic  f i g u r e s  
an d  lea d in g  n e w s p a p e r s  in the U n ited  S ta te s  to o k  note of th a t  
d e s i r e .  ^3 m a j o r  p r o b le m  in s o f a r  as  M e x ic o  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  
h a d  to  do w ith  th e  am ou n t and lo c a t io n  o f the t e r r i t o r y  u n d er  
c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  A m e r ic a n  o f f i c i a l s .  The th ou gh t of an y  
t e r r i t o r i a l  l o s s  b o th e r e d  m o s t  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c ia n s ;  h o w e v e r ,  
t h e r e  i s  l i t t le  d ou b t that s o m e  l e a d e r s  in  M e x ic o  w e r e  at l e a s t  
w i l l in g  to e n t e r t a in  the o f fe r .  One w h o  w a s  not, though, w a s  
A la m a n .  On t h i s  po in t o f  no t e r r i t o r i a l  l o s s  h e  w a s  a d a m a n t .
2 3 B u rto n  in  A m e r i c a n  Se c r e t a r i e s  o f  S t a t e , ed. B e m i s ,  
IV , 133. ~
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P r io r  to  hia d e p a r tu r e  fo r  h i s  p o s t  in  M e x ic o ,  P o in s e t t  
r e c e i v e d  h is  in s t r u c t io n s  fr o m  C lay , and t h e s e  w e r e  d ir e c t e d  
to w a rd  th e  a c q u is i t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  M e x ic o .  It w a s  C la y 's  
hope that s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  b o u n d a ry  q u e s t io n  w o u ld  fa v o r  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s .  R a th e r  th an  co n tin u in g  to r e c o g n iz e  the S ab in e  
R iv e r ,  a s  p r o v id e d  in  the 1819 t r e a t y  w ith  Spain , P o in s e t t  a s  
the A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  w a s  to r e q u e s t  th at the new  b o u n d ary  
be e i th e r  th e  B r a z o s  R iv e r ,  the C o lo r a d o  R iv e r ,  the Snow  
M ou n ta in s , or  the l in e  o f  the R io  G r a n d e - P e c o s .  The S a b in e ,  
C la y  noted , w a s  s o  l o c a t e d  that i t  w o u ld  p la c e  the  c a p ita l  of  
M e x ic o  too  fa r  fr o m  th e  c e n t e r  of th e  co u n try ;  m o r e o v e r ,  the  
v a s t  e x p a n s e  o f  t e r r i t o r y  b e tw e e n  the S a b in e  and the p o p u la ted  
a r e a s  of M e x ic o  p r o p e r  w o u ld  e n c o u r a g e  " c o l l i s i o n s .  " In  
su b s e q u e n t  in s t r u c t io n s ,  C la y  m e n t io n e d  to  P o i n s e t t  th at e x ­
t e n s iv e  la n d  g r a n ts  b y  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to  A m e r i c a n s ,  
a p p a r e n t ly  in d ic a te d  th at l i t t le  im p o r t a n c e  w a s  a t ta c h e d  to th o se  
a r e a s  in c lu d e d  in  s u c h  g r a n t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  P o i n s e t t  w a s  in ­
s t r u c te d  to  o f f e r  $1, 000 , 000 fo r  a s e c t i o n  o f t e r r i t o r y  w h ic h  
in c lu d ed  o v e r  h a lf  of the a r e a  of m o d e r n  T e x a s .  If the M e x ic a n s  
w e r e  not a g r e e a b le ,  P o i n s e t t  w a s  th en  to o f f e r  $ 5 0 0 ,  000 fo r  a
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g r a n t  o f  land  o f  l e s s e r  p r o p o r t io n .  ^
N u m e r o u s  o f f i c ia l s  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  s e e m e d  
to b e l i e v e  that s u c h  a c t io n  by  th e ir  c o u n tr y  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  both  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o .  The M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  
w a s  r e c k o n e d ,  had no s u b s ta n t ia l  i n t e r e s t  in  the t e r r i t o r y  
un der  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  fo r  no e f f o r t  had e v e r  b e e n  m a d e  to  
d e v e lo p  i t .  A m e r i c a n  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the r e g io n  w o u ld  br in g  
abou t i n c r e a s e d  c o n ta c t  b e tw e e n  the c o u n t r ie s ,  and it  w a s  
g e n e r a l l y  a s s u m e d  am on g  A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c ia n s  that the M e x ic a n  
p e o p le  w o u ld  r e a p  g r e a t  g a in s  f r o m  su c h  c o n ta c t .
On J a n u a ry  25, 1825, S e n a to r  B e n to n  in  a  s p e e c h  b e fo r e  
h is  p e e r s  u r g e d  the p r o m o t io n  of in t e r n a l  tr a d e  w ith  M e x ic o .  
B en to n  a r g u e d  th at i n c r e a s e d  in t e r c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  h is  n ation  
and M e x ic o  w a s  i m p e r a t iv e .  He p o in ted  out th a t  "an u n m o le s t e d  
p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n  M e x ic o  and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  i s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  
in  a p o l i t i c a l ,  a s  in  a c o m m e r c i a l  po in t of v ie w .  11 C ontinuing,  
B e n to n  e m p h a s i z e d  that the tw o  c o u n t r ie s  w e r e  " n e igh b or in g  
p o w e r s ,  in h a b ita n ts  of the s a m e  continent., th e ir  t e r r i t o r i e s  
co n t ig u o u s ,  and th e ir  s e t t l e m e n t s  a p p r o x im a t in g  e a c h  o th er .  "
2 4 lb id .  , 1 3 3 -1 3 4 .  The t e x t  of C la y 's  f i r s t  l e t t e r  of in ­
s t r u c t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e s e  p o in ts  c a n  be  c o n s u l t e d  in  G r ea t  
B r ita in ,  F o r e i g n  O ff ice ,  B r i t i s h  and F o r e i g n  S ta te  P a p e r s ,
XXVI, 830 .
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In h is  opin ion , the U n ited  S ta te s  and M ex ico  had a co m m o n  
in te r e s t :  "they a re  the two c h ie f  p o w e r s  of th e  N ew  W orld ,  
and stan d  at the h ea d  of that c o rd o n  of R e p u b l ic s ,  w hich ,  
s tr e tc h in g  fr o m  p o le  to  p o le ,  a c r o s s  the two A m e r i c a s ,  a r e  
d e s t in e d  to  m ak e  the l a s t  stand in  d e fe n c e  of h u m an  l ib e r ty .  " 
B en to n  w a s  d is tu rb ed  by  the fa c t  that the U n ited  S ta te s  and  
M e x ic o ,  as  ne igh b orin g  n a t io n s ,  h ad  not y e t  m a d e  s ig n if ic a n t  
c o n ta c t  w ith  one a n o th e r .  He co n ten d ed  that it  w a s  a t im e  of 
c r i s i s ,  fo r  "the t im e  h a s  c o m e  w h en  the m o n a r c h  and the 
r ep u b lica n  c a n  no lo n g e r  b rea th e  the sa m e  a tm o s p h e r e .  . , .
We A m e r ic a n s  (I u se  the w o rd  in  the b r o a d e s t  s e n s e )  . . . 
s e e  an d  h ea r  a l l  / th e  c o m m o tio n  in  E urope  in  o p p o s it io n  to  
r e p u b l ic a n  f r e e d o m / ,  y e t  w e  r e m a in  s t r a n g e r s  to  ea ch  o th er .  . , . 
T h e r e fo r e ,  B en ton  co n c lu d ed , the p r o p o se d  b i l l  fo r  in ter n a l  
tra d e  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the U n ited  S ta tes  " w il l  b r in g  to g e th e r  
the tw o nat ion s  w h o se  p o w er  and w h o s e  p o s i t io n s  m a k e  th em  
r e s p o n s ib le  to the w o r ld  for  the p r e s e r v a t io n  of the R ep u b lica n  
s y s t e m .  "^5
T h is  w a s  the e a r ly  c r u x  of th e  m a t te r  in  r e f e r e n c e  to
s . ,  C o n g r e s s ,  R e g i s t e r  o f  D eb a te s  in  C o n g r e s s  
1 825- 1837 (29 v o ls .  ; W ashington , 5 7  C. , 1825^1837), I, 346 .
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r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e en  M e x ic o  and the U n ited  S t a t e s .  M any w e l l -  
m e a n in g  A m e r ic a n  o f f i c ia l s  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  that th e  M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  s t r iv in g  to p r o m o t e  a  r e p u b l ic a n  s y s t e m  m o ld e d  
up on  th a t  in  the U n ite d  S t a te s .  T h e s e  m e n ,  in c lu d in g  C lay ,  
P o i n s e t t ,  and B en to n ,  w e r e  not c o g n iz a n t  of the tru e  s ta tu s  of 
M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s .  A lth o u g h  V ic t o r ia ' s  a d m in is t r a t io n  
e s p o u s e d  a r e p u b l ic a n  s y s t e m  b a s e d  on th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  d r a w n  
up in  1824, in a c t u a l i t y  A la m a n 's  p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y  b a s e d  
u p o n  c o n s e r v a t iv e  c e n t r a l i s m  w a s  dom in an t. T h u s , f r o m  the  
b e g in n in g  M ex ic a n  p o l i t i c ia n s  w e r e  w a ry  o f  the  o b j e c t iv e s  o f  
the n o r th e r n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on the q u e s t io n  of t e r r i ­
t o r i a l  s e t t le m e n t .
U n a w a re  of t h i s  a tt itu d e , p a r t i c u la r ly  th a t  o f  A la m a n ,  
P o i n s e t t  d ep a r ted  fo r  M ex ico  on  M ay  3, 1825, o n b o a r d  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  gu n b o a t C o n s t e l la t io n . S e v e n  d a y s  la te r ,  he  
a r r i v e d  in  M e x ic o ,  an d  m a d e  h i s  w a y  fr o m  V e r a  C ruz to  
J a la p a .  L ea v in g  t h i s  c ity ,  P o i n s e t t  then  jo u r n e y e d  f r o m  the  
c o a s t a l  a r e a  in to  th e  h ig h  p la te a u  r e g io n  of the V a l le  de M e x ic o ,  
a r r iv i n g  in  the c a p i t a l  on the t w e n t y - s ix t h  d a y  o f  the m o n th .  26
B e f o r e  h is  d e p a r tu r e  fo r  M e x ic o ,  P o i n s e t t  r e c e iv e d  a  note
2 6  J a im e  D e lg a d o ,  E sp a n a  y  M e x ic o  e n  e l  s ig lo  XIX (3  v o l s . ; 
M a d r id ,  1950), I, 3 0 2 .  _
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f r o m  C la y  c o n c e r n in g  th e  im p o r t a n c e  of th e  m i s s i o n .  H ib 
a s s ig n m e n t ,  C la y  in f o r m e d  h im , a t  a n y  t im e  w o u ld  be  c o n ­
s id e r e d  u rg en t;  h o w e v e r ,  a t  that p a r t ic u la r  t im e  i t  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  
s o .  C la y  n o ted  to  P o i n s e t t  th at " e v e r y w h e r e  on t h is  co n tin en t,  
but on the s id e  of the U n ite d  M e x ic a n  S t a te s ,  the U n ited  S ta te s  
a r e  to u ch ed  b y  the c o lo n ia l  t e r r i t o r i e s  of s o m e  s o v e r e ig n  
a u th o r ity  f i x e d  in  E u r o p e .  " P o i n s e t t  h ad  the d is t in c t io n ,  
a s s e r t e d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te , of b e in g  the f i r s t  U n ited  
S ta te s  m i n i s t e r  to  go f r o m  h is  c o u n tr y  to r e s id e  in  the c a p i ta l  
o f  a  n a t io n  e s t a b l i s h e d  "on th is  c o n t in e n t  w h o s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  
c o te r m in o u s  w ith  our o w n . " M is t a k e n ly  s u g g e s t in g  th at P o i n s e t t  
w o u ld  be th e  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  " r e c e iv e d  by  that p o w e r  f r o m  an y  
f o r e ig n  s t a t e ,  e x c e p t  f r o m  th o se  w h ic h  h ave  r e c e n t l y  sp ru n g  
out o f  S p a n is h  A m e r i c a ,  " C la y  im p lo r e d  P o i n s e t t  to  k e e p  in  
m in d  th at th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  h ig h e s t  
c o n s id e r a t io n ,  for  M e x ic o  ranked  " am on g  the f i r s t  P o w e r s  o f  
A m e r ic a .  " T he p o s i t io n  of M e x ic o  a s  s u c h  a p o w e r  w o u ld  b e  
im p o r ta n t  in  im p en d in g  n e g o t ia t io n s ;  th us , C la y  s u g g e s t e d  that  
"the f in a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f the l i m i t s  b e tw e e n  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  
the U n ited  S t a te s  and t h o s e  of the U n it e d  M e x ic a n  S t a te s  i s  a n
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in t e r e s t in g  o b je c t ,  to  w h ic h  yo u  w i l l  d ir e c t  y o u r  a tten tion . "27
T h at P o i n s e t t  w a s  fu l ly  a w a r e  o f  the d e s i r e  of h is  g o v e r n m e n t  
to  b r in g  about a  b ou n d ary  s e t t l e m e n t  w ith  the M e x ic a n  n a t io n  i s  
u n q u e s t io n a b le .  W h ile  a c h ie v in g  th is  s e t t l e m e n t ,  P o in s e t t  a l s o  
wap e x p e c t e d  to c e m e n t  g o o d  r e la t io n s  b e t w e e n  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  
and th at o f  M e x ic o .  A c tu a l ly ,  in  v iew  of M e x ic a n  f e a r s  a s  
e x e m p l i f i e d  by  A la m a n 's  p o s i t io n ,  P o i n s e t t ’s  u n d ertak in g  f r o m  
i t s  in c e p t io n  w a s  a r d u o u s .  In d eed , "few e n v o y s  h ave  b e e n  c a l l e d  
upon to  f a c e  a  g r e a t e r  c o m b in a t io n  o f d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  "28 E v e n  
b e fo r e  P o i n s e t t  w a s  to  p r e s e n t  h i s  c r e d e n t ia l s ,  the M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  had b e g u n  to lo o k  upon  the U n ited  S t a te s  as  a  n a tu r a l  
r iv a l ,  due in  p a r t  to  B r i t i s h  in f lu e n c e .  L ik e w is e ,  the M e x ic a n  
m in i s t e r  to  W a sh in g to n  r e f e r r e d  to P o in s e t t  a s  a m a n  who  
p o s s e s s e d  no " g r e a t  t a le n t s .  "29
A fte r  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  M e x ic o  C ity  on M ay 26 , P o in s e t t  
l e a r n e d  th at he w a s  to  be g r e e t e d  o f f ic ia l ly  b y  th e  M ex ica n  
P r e s id e n t  on June 1 a t  a  d ip lo m a t ic  r e c e p t io n .  A t the a p p o in te d
2 7 u .  s . ,  C o n g r e s s ,  A m e r i c a n  S tate  P a p e r s : D o c u m e n ts , 
L e g i s l a t i v e  and E x e c u t iv e  (38  v o l s .  ; W a sh in g to n ,  D, C . , 1 8 3 2 -  
1861), VI, D o c .  454 , 578 , 580 .
2 8 j .  E r e d  R ippy, The U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o  (B o s to n ,  
1926), 5; P o i n s e t t , 106.
^ R i p p y ,  U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o ,  5.
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t im e  on  that day, he p r e s e n t e d  h is  c r e d e n t ia l s  to  P r e s id e n t  
V ic to r ia  and w a s  c o u r te o u s ly  w e lc o m e d  b y  h is  h o s t .  H o w ev er ,  
th is  r e c e p t io n  w a s  a l s o  c o ld  and fo r m a l ,  a c co r d in g  to  one  
au th or ity , due to the  in f lu e n c e  w h ich  A la m a n  w ie ld e d  o v e r  
V ic to r ia .  30
W heth er  or not P o in s e t t  m e t  A la m a n  at th is  fu n ction  i s  not 
known, a lth ough  it  i s  doubtful. It w a s  a p p aren t that P o in s e t t  
w a s  not to  r e c e i v e  th e  w a r m  w e lc o m e  a ffo rd ed  the B r i t i s h  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e ,  W ard, the day b e fore  a t h is  own r e c e p t io n .  In 
s p ite  o f  the la c k  o f h o s p i t a l i ty  show n h im  by P r e s id e n t  V ic to r ia ,  
P o in s e t t  n e v e r t h e le s s  r e p o r te d  to C lay  that he d u tifu lly  a d d r e s s e d  
the M ex ic a n  C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  c o n c er n in g  the p u rp o se  o f  h is  m i s s i o n .  
He w r o te  to the S e c r e t a r y  o f S tate  that a f ter  a ck n o w led g in g  the  
d is t in g u is h e d  c h a r a c t e r  of h is  host, he n oted  that
The U n ited  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a  r e c o g n iz e  
the r ig h t  e v e r y  n a t io n  p o s s e s s e s  to adopt the  
fo r m  of g o v e r n m e n t  i t  m a y  judge b e s t  adapted  
to  i t s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and m o s t  l ik e ly  to s e c u r e  
the h a p p in ess  of i t s  p e o p le .  It cannot, h o w e v e r ,  
be den ied , that th ey  r e g a r d  w ith  d eep  in t e r e s t  
th e  p o l i t ic a l  m o v e m e n t s  of th is  co u n try  and the  
f in a l  d e c i s io n  of the M ex ica n  p eo p le .  It i s  w ith  
u n fe ig n ed  s a t i s f a c t io n ,  that th ey  h ave  s e e n  the  
on ly  f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  th at b o r d e r s  on them ,  
e r e c t  i t s e l f  in to  a s i s t e r  rep u b lic ,  and it  has  
b e e n  p e c u l ia r ly  f la t te r in g  to  th em , th at i t  sh ou ld
30Delgado, E spana y  M exico , I, 302-303 .
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have  m a d e  c h o ic e  of / a /  F e d e r a l  C o n st itu t io n  
so  s i m i l a r  to  th e ir  own. 31
I f  A la m a n  p r e v io u s ly  w a s  a b le  to d is l ik e  the U n ited  S ta te s  on ly  
b e c a u s e  o f  s u s p ic io n ,  th is  d e c la r a t io n  by P o in s e t t  of th e  in t e r e s t  
o f  h is  c o u n try  in  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a s im i la r  p o l i t ic a l  s y s t e m  
in  M e x ic o  p ro b a b ly  c o n v in c e d  A la m a n  that the g o v e r n m e n t  w h ich  
P o in s e t t  r e p r e s e n t e d  w a s  in d e e d  a th r e a t  to the in te r n a l  s o v e r ­
e ig n ty  of M e x ic o .  It i s  l ik e ly  that A la m a n  m ad e  the c r i t i c a l  
d e c i s io n  to  sa b o ta g e  the d i s c u s s io n s  w h ic h  w ould  s o o n  be c a r r ie d  
on  w ith  P o in s e t t  a f te r  the A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r  s ta te d  the p le a s u r e  
w ith  w h ic h  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  v ie w e d  M e x ic a n  p o l i t ic a l  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t s .  To the c o n tr a r y ,  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  M e x ic o  w as  
n ot at a l l  s a t i s fy in g  in s o fa r  a s  A la m a n  w a s  c o n c er n e d .
R e g a r d le s s  o f  the u n co m fo r ta b le  w a y  in  w h ich  he w as  
r e c e iv e d ,  P o in s e t t  w a s  at e a s e  in  M ex ico  C ity  b e c a u s e  of h is  
e a r l i e r  v i s i t  to the cou n try . H e had m a d e  v a r io u s  M ex ic a n  
a c q u a in ta n c e s ,  and it  has e v e n  b een  s u g g e s t e d  that b e c a u s e  he  
w a s  in c lu d e d  w ith in  the s o c i a l  c i r c le  of th e  c ity ,  in  the com p an y  
of b e a u t ifu l  w o m e n  and d is t in g u ish e d  g e n t le m e n ,  ’’P o in s e t t
3 lN a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t ,  of S tate  MSS, RG 59, D ip lo ­
m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M ex ico ,  P o in s e t t  to  C lay , June 4, 1825, II.
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a c q u ir e d  g r e a t  p o p u la r i ty  in  the c o u n t r y .  11 3  ̂ j n  a  n e w s  m a g a z in e  
in  the U n it e d  S t a t e s ,  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  that P o i n s e t t  h ad  b e e n  
r e c e i v e d  in  M e x ic o  "w ith  e v e r y  p r o p e r  t e s t i m o n i a l  o f  r e s p e c t .  " 
It w a s  f u r t h e r  r e v e a l e d  th a t  a f t e r  h i s  o f f i c ia l  r e c e p t io n ,  P o i n s e t t  
w a s  th e  g u e s t  o f  h o n o r  a t  a  su p p e r  p a r ty  g i v e n  b y  th e  C o n s u l  o f  
th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  in  th e  M e x ic a n  c a p i t a l ,  J a m e s  S m ith  W i lc o c k s .  
T hen , th e  r e p o r t e r  c o n c lu d e d ,  i t  i s  s u p p o s e d  f o r  d r a m a t ic  
e f f e c t ,  w i th  the o b s e r v a t io n  th a t  "the p r e s i d e n t  o f  the r e p u b l ic ,  
G u a d a lo u p e  V ic t o r ia ,  w a s  p r e s e n t .  "33 A t f i r s t ,  i t  s e e m e d  th a t  
P o i n s e t t ' s  s t a y  in  M e x ic o  m ig h t  p o s s i b l y  b e  p l e a s a n t  and, it  
w a s  h o p e d  in  W a sh in g to n ,  p r o d u c t iv e .  A c t u a l ly ,  the g r o u n d w o r k  
fo r  P o i n s e t t ' s  c o m in g  d i f f ic u l t y  w a s  a lr e a d y  p r e p a r e d .
A lth o u g h  it  i s  p o s s i b l e  th at P o i n s e t t  w a s  a b le  to  c i r c u l a t e  
w ith  e a s e  a m o n g  th e  e l i t e  s o c i a l  g r o u p s  in  M e x ic o ,  o f f i c ia l  
o p in io n  w a s  s e t  a g a in s t  h im .  On M ay  31, the d a y  b e f o r e  P o i n ­
s e t t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  V ic t o r ia ,  W a r d  p r e s e n t e d  h is  c r e d e n t ia l s  
to  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  th e  B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  th a t  
c o u n tr y .  W a r d  h a d  b e e n  in  M e x ic o  s in c e  M a r c h  an d  h a d  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  f r i e n d l y  p e r s o n a l  c o n ta c t s  w ith  T o r n e l ,  V i c t o r i a ' s  
p r iv a te  s e c r e t a r y ,  w i t h  S e c r e t a r y  o f  the T r e a s u r y  E s t e v a ,
3 2 ;o e lg a d o , E s p a n a  y  M e x i c o , I, 303,
3 3 N i l e s ’ W e e k ly  R e g i s t e r ,  X X V III (J u ly  9 , 1825), 2 9 4 .
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and w ith  A la m a n . 34 But A la m a n  and W ard  so o n  c la s h e d  due to  
a s e e m in g  p e r s o n a l i ty  p r o b le m , though A la m a n  contin ued  to 
su p p o r t  c l o s e  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  and e c o n o m ic  t i e s  w ith  G reat  
B r ita in .
T he A la m a n -W a r d  a n im o s i t y  w a s  in  no w a y  b e n e f ic ia l  to  
P o in s e t t ,  for  A la m a n 's  d i s l ik e  of W ard w a s  s t r i c t l y  p e r so n a l .
He had not y e t  b e c o m e  a cq u a in ted  w ith  P o in se t t ;  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  
A la m a n  did not, and w ould  not, c a re  for  the A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r .  
T h is  f e e l in g  w a s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  p e r so n a l .  P o in s e t t  r e p r e ­
s e n te d  to A la m a n  a s y s t e m  o f g o v e r n m e n t  w h ich  h e  c o n s id e r e d  
rep u gn an t and d a n g er o u s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he c o n s id e r e d  P o in s e t t  
a p e r s o n i f i c a t io n  of that s y s t e m  due to the A m e r ic a n ' s  z e a lo u s  
p r o m o t io n  of the U n ited  S ta te s  p o l i t ic a l  c o m p le x .  A la m a n  a s  
the lea d in g  M e x ic a n  s t a t e s m a n  in  turn c o n v in c e d  o th er  M ex ica n  
o f f i c ia l s  that P o in s e t t  and h is  g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  a la ten t  th re a t  
to  th em . P o in s e t t  so o n  d i s c o v e r e d  that in  sp ite  of i t s  e x i s t e n c e  
by v ir tu e  of a c o n s t i tu t io n  s im i la r  to that of the U n ited  S ta te s ,  
the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  not at a l l  w h at h e  had  hoped to 
en co u n ter  in  t e r m s  of id e o lo g y .  He le a r n e d  that th e  in s tr u c t io n s  
g iv e n  h im  by S e c r e t a r y  C la y  w e r e  m o r e  o f  a h in d ra n ce  than a 
h e lp . E x h o r te d  to r e p r e s e n t  d e m o c r a c y ,  P o in s e t t  d is c e r n e d
34Cue C anovas, H is to r ia  politica  de M exico , 306-308.
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that m o s t  p r o m in en t  M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s  w e r e  
m o n a r c h is t s  and a r i s t o c r a t s ,  or both. A s  the r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  in  M ex ic o ,  P o in s e t t  w a s  e x ­
p e c te d  to p ro m u lg a te  the c o n c e p ts  o f the M onroe  p o l i c y  s ta te m e n t  
a g a in s t  f o r e ig n  in te r v e n t io n  and in t e r fe r e n c e  in  the w e s t e r n  
h e m is p h e r e .  But he r e a l i z e d  qu ite  e a r ly  a f te r  he  c o m m e n c e d  
h is  o f f ic ia l  d u tie s  that the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  had a ten d en cy  
to s e e k  E u r o p e a n  a ff i l ia t io n ,  not avo id  it.
G rea t  B r i ta in  had m a d e  im p r e s s iv e  tra d e  in ro a d s  in  M ex ico  
by 1825, l a r g e l y  due to A la m a n 's  e f fo r t s .  It w a s  P o in s e t t ' s  
u n en v ia b le  ta s k  to p la c e  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  in  the  d om in an t fo r e ig n  
p o s i t io n  in  M ex ic o ,  He w a s  c h a r g e d  to p r o m o te  a " m o s t - fa v o r e d -  
nation" tra d e  co n c ep t  in  M ex ic o ,  w ith  the U nited  S ta te s  in  that 
r o le .  But the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in d ic a te d  that i t  fa v o r e d  
m u tu a l  tra d e  c o n c e s s i o n s  in  con ju n ction  w ith  the o th er  H is p a n ic -  
A m e r ic a n  s t a t e s .  F in a l ly ,  i t .w a s  P o in s e t t ' s  a s s ig n m e n t  to 
a c q u ir e  t e r r i t o r y  fr o m  M e x ic o ,  e v e n  though the s u g g e s t io n  of  
su c h  an  action , he w o u ld  find, in fu r ia ted  the M e x ic a n  o f f ic ia l s .  
The advan tage  o b v io u s ly  w a s  w ith  A la m a n  a s  the M ex ic a n  
M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  and the U n ited  S ta te s  m in i s t e r  
p r e p a r e d  to o p en  th e ir  n e g o t ia t io n s .  ,
35R ippy, P o in se t t ,  1 0 6 -1 0 7 .
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P o in s e t t  w a s  p e r tu rb ed  b y  the o f f ic ia l  M e x ic a n  d is p la y  of  
fr ie n d sh ip  to w a rd  G reat B r i ta in ,  and he b eg a n  to  s t r iv e  to  
o f f s e t  B r i t i s h  g a in s ,  thus e n g en d er in g  the a n im o s i ty  o f  W ard,  
P r e s id e n t  V ic t o r ia  w a s  an A n g lop h il ,  l a r g e ly  b e c a u s e  of A la m a n 's  
in f lu en ce , who " r e p r e s e n te d  . , . B r i t i s h  in t e r e s t s "  in  the  
M e x ic a n  C ab in et .  36 jn  s p ite  of h is  p e r s o n a l  d i s l ik e  of W ard, 
A la m a n  n e v e r t h e le s s  co n ten d ed  that the B r i t i s h  c h a r g e s  d 'a f fa ir e s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  the nation  w h ic h  had w o rk ed  d i l ig e n t ly  to he lp  
M ex ic o  g a in  and m a in ta in  i t s  in d ep en d en ce .  ^7 T h is  r e c o g ­
n it ion  by A la m a n  w a s  an o b v io u s  in s in u a tio n  that the  U nited  
S ta te s ,  on  the o th er  hand, had done l i t t le  to a id  M ex ico  in  i t s  
s tr u g g le  to s u r v iv e  as  a  f r e e  and ind ep en dent nation. The  
en su in g  c o n t e s t  b e tw e en  W ard  and P o in s e t t  is  a s to r y  unto  
i t s e l f  and s h a l l  not be fo l lo w e d  in  th is  t r e a t i s e .  S u ff ice  it  to  
s a y  that W ard  p r e v a i le d  a s  the B r i t i s h  m a in ta in e d  th e ir  p o s i t io n  
of fo r e ig n  p r e - e m in e n c e  in  M ex ic o .  38
E s p e c ia l ly  a g g ra v a tin g  to  P o in s e t t  w a s  the fa c t  that on
3 6 c u e  C a n o v a s ,  H is to r ia  p o l i t ic a  de M e x ic o , 308.
3?De Onxs, L o s  E s ta d o s  U n id os , 1 6 3 -1 6 4 .
38F o r  an  o v e r - a l l  e x a m in a t io n  of U nited  S t a t e s - B r i t i s h  
r iv a lr y  in  M e x ic o  and it s  s ig n i f ic a n c e ,  s e e  J. F r e d  H ip py's  
R iv a lr y  of the  U n ited  S ta te s  and G rea t  B r i ta in  O ver L atin  
A m e r ic a  (1 8 0 8 -1 8 3 0 )  (B a l t im o r e ,  1929).
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A p r i l  6, 1825, A la m a n  had in i t ia te d  n eg o t ia t io n s  for  an  im p o r ta n t  
c o m m e r c ia l  t r e a ty  w ith  the g o v e r n m e n t  of G r ea t  B r ita in .  M o r e ­
o v e r ,  in  this t r e a t y  he w a s  c a r e fu l  to s e e  to the in s e r t io n  of a 
m o s t - f a v o r e d - n a t io n  c la u s e  w h ic h  s p e c i f i c a l ly  n a m ed  M ex ic o  a s  
a b e n e f ic ia r y .  P o in s e t t  at f i r s t  w as  of the op in ion  that th is  t r e a ty  
w a s  th e  w ork  o f P r e s id e n t  V ic to r ia ,  for  it  w a s  h is  b e l i e f  that the  
M e x ic a n  le a d e r  d e s i r e d  to e s t a b l i s h  a c o n fe d e r a t io n  of H is p a n ic -  
A m e r ic a n  s ta te s ,  o f  w h ich  M e x ic o  w ould  be the  dom inant m e m b e r .  
T h is  w a s  not the c a s e ,  o b v io u s ly ,  for  A la m a n  h an d led  M e x ic o ’s 
f o r e ig n  n e g o t ia t io n s  at th is  t im e .  P o in s e t t  thought, too, that he 
and W ard  m ig h t  b e  ab le  to jo in  f o r c e s  to p r e v e n t  su ch  a L a tin  
A m e r i c a n  union; h o w e v e r ,  W ard  fe a r e d  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  that, 
i f  su c h  jo int a c t io n  took  p la c e ,  P o in s e t t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu en ce  
m ig h t  be a u g m en ted .  Thus, h e  m a in ta in e d  h is  su p p o rt  fo r  the  
t r e a ty  w h ich  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  h ad  n e g o t ia ted  w ith  M ex ico .  P o in s e t t  
w a s  a b le  to g a in  nothing for  h is  g o v e r n m e n t .  ^9
M e x ic a n  r e a s o n in g  in  r e q u e s t in g  the m o s t - f a v o r e d - n a t io n
^^F uentes  M a r e s ,  P o i n s e t t , 71, 72. On M ay 5, 182 5,
P o in s e t t  had in f o r m e d  C lay that "the B r i t i s h  G ov't , has  a n t i c i ­
p a ted  u s"  and r e v e a le d  that th e  t r e a ty  w a s  on the v e r g e  of  
r a t i f ic a t io n  by the M ex ic a n  C o n g r e s s .  He o b v io u s ly  w a s  d i s ­
ap p oin ted . See  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  Dept, o f  S tate  MSS, RG 59, 
D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  P o in se t t  to  C lay, May 5, 1825,
II. A  co p y  of the tr e a ty ,  s ig n e d  by A lam an , E s t e v a ,  and W ard,  
w a s  a tta ch ed  to P o in s e t t ' s  l e t t e r  to C lay.
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p r o v i s i o n  in  the t r e a t y  w ith  G r e a t  B r i t a in  in v o lv e d  m o r e  th an  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f e c o n o m ic  a d v a n t a g e s .  I t  w a s  a n  e f f o r t  o n  th e  
p a r t  o f  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l e d  b y  A la m a n ,  to  o f f s e t  th e  
i m p a c t  of M o n r o e ' s  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  of 1823, fo r  th a t  d e c r e e  
w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  M e x ic o  an d  o th e r  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s  .as  
the e q u iv a le n t  o f  a  d e c la r a t io n  o f  U n ite d  S t a t e s  d o m in a n c e  o n  a l l  
q u e s t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  the N e w  W o r ld  n a t io n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
a c c o r d in g  to V a s c o n c e l o s ,  o u t  o f  th e  m o s t - f a v o r e d - n a t i o n  
s t ip u la t io n  w ith  G r e a t  B r i t a in  w a s  b o r n  a  p la n  b e t w e e n  M e x ic o  
and C o lo m b ia  w h ic h  i t  w a s  h o p e d  e v e n t u a l ly  w o u ld  b r in g  ab ou t  
a n n e x a t io n  o f C ub a to  M e x ic o  to  p r e v e n t  th e  i s l a n d  f r o m  f a l l in g  
u n d er  th e  a e g i s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  P o i n s e t t  w a s  b o t h e r e d  b y  
th is  a l l e g e d  p la n  a n d  h o p ed  to p r e v e n t  i t .  A la m a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
w a s  d e d ic a t e d  to  th e  a l l i a n c e  o f  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  and th at in  
C o lo m b ia  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r e v e n t in g  w h a t  w a s  b e l i e v e d  to  
b e  d e s i r e s  fo r  a  U n it e d  S t a te s  N e w  W o r ld  h e g e m o n y .  It w a s  
a t  t h i s  p o in t  th a t  S e c r e t a r y  C la y ,  s p e a k in g  fo r  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
g u a r a n t e e d  th a t  th e  M o n r o e  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  a s s u r e d  a l l  A m e r i c a n  
n a t io n s  o f  t h e i r  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  C o lo m b ia  d e c id e d  n ot to  r a t i f y  
an  a g r e e m e n t  w ith  M e x ic o .  ^0
^ O y a s c o n c e l o s ,  B r e v e  h i s t o r i a  de M e x ico ,  304, 305, 306.
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A lth o u g h  A la m a n  w a s  t h w a r te d  in  th is  e n d e a v o r ,  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  r e a p  no p o l i t i c a l  p r o f i t .  In  
fa c t ,  th e  p o s i t io n  o f th at g o v e r n m e n t  in  th e  M e x ic a n - C o lo m b ia n  
m a t t e r  o n ly  s e r v e d  to  a l i e n a t e  A la m a n  f u r t h e r .  H e m o r e  th an  
l i k e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  a c t io n s  ta k e n  b y  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  to  b e  
p r o o f  th at M e x ic a n  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w a s  e n d a n g e r e d  due to  
A m e r i c a n  m a c h in a t io n s .
S u c h  w a s  the p o l i t i c a l  a t m o s p h e r e  in  M e x ic o  C ity  w h e n  
a g r e e m e n t  a t  l a s t  w a s  r e a c h e d  a s  to  w h e n  f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  
b e t w e e n  A la m a n  a n d  P o i n s e t t  w o u ld  be in i t ia t e d .  On s e v e r a l  
o c c a s i o n s  in  Jun e, th e  tw o  m e n  m e t  i n f o r m a l l y  to  d e t e r m in e  
th e  m a j o r  p o in ts  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  th e ir  f o r m a l  m e e t i n g s .  
P o i n s e t t  a p p a r e n t ly  a t t e m p t e d  to b r in g  up im p o r t a n t  q u e s t io n s  
d u r in g  th is  t im e ,  a s s u r i n g  A la m a n  th at i t  w a s  h is  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
in t e n t io n  to  f ix  a  p e r m a n e n t  b o u n d a r y  l in e .  B u t A la m a n  r e f u s e d  
to  c o n s i d e r  any m a t t e r s  "u n til  th e  B o u n d a r y  l in e  s h a l l  be  
s e t t l e d .  S in c e  A la m a n  w o u ld  not d i s c u s s  an y  q u e s t io n s
to  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n l e s s  in  a  f o r m a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  P o i n s e t t  a g r e e d  
to  in a u g u r a te  s u c h  d i s c u s s i o n s .  A la m a n  i n f o r m e d  h im  th at th ey  
w o u ld  m e e t  o f f i c i a l l y  on J u ly  10. T he s u b j e c t s  to  b e  c o n s i d e r e d
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D e p t ,  o f  S ta te  M SS, R G  59, D i p l o ­
m a t i c  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  P o i n s e t t  to  C la y ,  June 18, 1 8 25 , II.
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w e r e  t h o s e  c o n c e r n in g  th e  b ou n d ary  i s s u e  and th e  m a n n e r  of  
co n d u ct in g  n e g o t ia t io n s  fo r  t r e a t i e s  of c o m m e r c e  a n d  n a v i ­
g a t io n .  42 T he f i r s t  m e e t in g  b e tw e e n  A la m a n  an d  P o i n s e t t  w a s  
h e ld  a s  s c h e d u le d ,  and th u s  b e g a n  o n e  o f th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  
e v e n ts  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of M e x ic a n - U n ite d  
S ta te s  r e la t io n s  d u rin g  the n in e te e n th  c en tu r y .
T he f i r s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  of m e e t in g s ,  w h ic h  l a s t e d  fr o m  July  
to S e p t e m b e r ,  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  u n ev en tfu l ,  though  e a c h  m an  
a t te m p te d  to  g au ge  the  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  o th er .  P o i n s e t t  at 
o n c e  b r o a c h e d  the s u b j e c t  o f  a  n ew  f r o n t ie r  l in e  b e t w e e n  the 
r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r ie s .  A la m a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  in d ic a te d  th at such  
a m a t te r  c o u ld  be d i s c u s s e d  o n ly  a f t e r  c e r ta in  c o n d it io n s  w e r e  
m e t  b y  th e  tw o g o v e r n m e n t s .  P o i n s e t t  c o n te n d ed  th a t  the top ic  
sh o u ld  be  s e t t l e d  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  He s u g g e s t e d  that the  
S ab in e  R iv e r  sh o u ld  not r e m a in  the b o u n d a ry  l in e  b e c a u s e  it w a s  
too in s ig n i f i c a n t  to s e p a r a t e  tw o s u c h  im p o r ta n t  n e ig h b o r s .  He 
th en  in t im a t e d  that h is  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  f in d  th e  R io  B r a z o s  
m o r e  a c c e p t a b le ,  o b v io u s ly  b e c a u s e ,  a s  su ch , t h i s  bou ndary
4 2 W il l ia m  R. M annin g , " T e x a s  and the B o u n d a r y  I s s u e ,  
1822- 1829, 11 The S o u th w e s t e r n  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly ,  XVII, 
no. 3 (1913), 226; T h o m a s  M a it la n d  M a r s h a l l ,  A  H is t o r y  of 
the  W e s t e r n  B o u n d a ry  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  P u r c h a s e , 1 8 1 9 -1 8 4 1  
(U n iv e r s i t y  of C a l i fo r n ia  P u b l ic a t io n s  in  H is to r y ,  II; B e r k e le y ,  
1914), 76.
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l in e  w o u ld  g iv e  the U n ite d  S t a te s  a  l a r g e r  p o r t io n  o f  t e r r i t o r y .  
M e x ic o  w o u ld  be c o m p e n s a t e d  fo r  th is  la n d  by  a l a r g e  s u m  o f  
m o n e y .  A la m a n  d id  not a c q u ie s c e .  B e f o r e  any  n e g o t ia t io n  
co u ld  t r a n s p ir e ,  A la m a n  w a s  of th e  o p in io n  th at a c o m m i s s i o n  
sh ou ld  b e  a p p o in ted  to  in v e s t ig a t e  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  and c la im s  
under q u e s t io n .  T h is  s u g g e s t io n  s e e m e d  to  d i s p l e a s e  P o in s e t t ,  
w ho p o in te d  out th at i f  s u c h  a c t io n  w e r e  taken , tw o  y e a r s  c o u ld  
p a s s  b e f o r e  an y  s e t t l e m e n t .  I t  w o u ld  take at l e a s t  a  y e a r  to  
a r r a n g e  fo r  a su i ta b le  jo in t  c o m m i s s i o n  and a n o th e r  y e a r  fo r  
it  to  c o m p le t e  i t s  in v e s t ig a t io n  and to  p r e p a r e  a r e p o r t .  But  
A la m a n  w o u ld  not b e  m o v e d ;  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  not and  
w o u ld  not a c t  on the s e t t l e m e n t  o f  n ew  l i m i t s  w ith o u t  hav in g  
a d eq u ate  in fo r m a t io n .  R e lu c ta n t ly ,  P o i n s e t t  s a id  th at he  w o u ld  
be w i l l in g  to  s u b m it  th e  q u e s t io n  to h is  g o v e r n m e n t .
T h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  P o i n s e t t  to  d e f e r  im m e d ia t e  s e t t l e m e n t  
of the  b o u n d a r y  q u e s t io n  p l e a s e d  both A la m a n  and V ic t o r ia .
B y  in d ic a t in g  th at h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  m ig h t  be  a g r e e a b le  to the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  n ew  b o u n d a ry  a f t e r  an  in v e s t ig a t io n  by  a
4 3 L u is  G. Z o r r i l l a ,  H is t o r ia  de l a s  r e l a c i o n e s  e n tr e  
M e x ic o  y  B o s  -E stados U n id o s  de A m e r i c a  1 8 0 0 -  1958  (2 v o l s .  ; 
M e x ic o ,  D . F .  , 1965), I, 65; D o r o th y  M. Pa.rton, T he  D ip lo -  
m a t ic  C a r e e r  of J o e l  R o b e r ts  P o i n s e t t  (W a sh in g to n , D. C . , 
1934), 8 5 - 8 6 ;  Cue C a n o v a s ,  H is t o r ia  p o l i t i c a  de M e x ic o ,  342 .
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jo in t  c o m m i s s i o n ,  P o in s e t t  g a v e  A la m a n  th e  m is t a k e n  i m p r e s s i o n  
th at th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  m ig h t  h a v e  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  u l t im a t e ly  
to p u s h  b a c k  the b o u n d a ry  to  th e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r .  44  B u t th is  
w a s  n o t  the c a s e .
T h e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  im m e d ia t e ly  su p p o r te d  
P o i n s e t t ' s  p o s i t io n  that a c o m m i s s i o n  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  r e a l l y  
w a s  u n n e c e s s a r y  u n t i l  A la m a n  and P o i n s e t t  d e c id e d  u p o n  a  
d e f in ite  b o u n d a ry  l in e .  A fte r  the f i r s t  m e e t in g  b e tw e e n  the  
two n e g o t ia t o r s ,  t h e r e  f o l l o w e d  a  long and d r a w n -o u t  p e r io d  
o f  m a n e u v e r in g ,  an d  m o s t  q u e s t io n s  w e r e  d e a lt  w ith  th ro u g h  
d ip lo m a t ic  n o t e s .  A la m a n  an d  P o i n s e t t  m e t  a g a in  in  p e r s o n  
o n ly  a  fe w  t i m e s .
A f te r  h is  c o n f e r e n c e  w ith  A la m a n , P o i n s e t t  s e n t  a  d e s p a tc h  
to S e c r e t a r y  C la y  c o n c e r n in g  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th is  s e s s i o n .  In ­
fo r m in g  h is  s u p e r io r  th at h e  an d  A la m a n  h a d  a g r e e d  to  t r e a t  
the s u b j e c t s  of a  c o m m e r c i a l  t r e a t y  and the t r e a t y  o f l i m i t s  
s e p a r a t e ly ,  he  th e n  r e la t e d  th e  p e r t in e n t  p o in ts  of the d i s c u s s i o n  
b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  an d  A la m a n . F r o m  th e  ton e  of th is  l e t t e r ,  it  
w o u ld  a p p ea r  th at P o in s e t t  h a d  not y e t  c o n c lu d e d  that A la m a n  
w a s  u n w il l in g  to a g r e e  to  a n e w  b o u n d a ry  l in e  if  the U n ited
44Smith ,  War with  M ex ico ,  I, 60.
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S ta te s  a l s o  a c q u ir e d  t e r r i t o r y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  the s e t t l e m e n t .  
"With r e s p e c t  to  th e  T r e a t y  o f  L im i t s ,  " he  w r o te ,  "I s u g g e s t e d  
that, a lth o u g h  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  the U n ite d  S ta te s  h e ld  i t s e l f  
bound to c a r r y  into  e f f e c t  th e  T r e a ty  of L im i t s  c o n c lu d e d  w ith  
. . . S p a in  the 22nd  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1819, s t i l l ,  i t  w o u ld  a p p ea r  
m o r e  b e c o m in g  th e  in d ep en d e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th is  G o v e r n m e n t  
to  la y  a s id e  that T r e a t y  a l t o g e t h e r ,  and to  e n d e a v o r  to  e s t a b l i s h  
a b ou n d ary  w h ic h  w o u ld  be m o r e  e a s i l y  d e f in ed ,  and w h ic h  
m ig h t  b e  m u tu a l ly  m o r e  a d v a n ta g e o u s .  11 I t  w a s  P o i n s e t t ’s 
o p in io n  th at "the S e c r e t a r y  e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  m u c h  g r a t i f i e d  
by s u c h  a  s u g g e s t io n .  . . .  11 H o w e v e r ,  A la m a n  had  th e n  " p r o ­
p o s e d  th at the 2 G o v e r n m e n ts  sh o u ld  fo r th w ith  ap p o in t  c o m m i s ­
s io n e r s  to  m a k e  a  r e c o n n o i s s a n c e  of the  c o u n tr y  b o r d e r in g ,  on  
th e  l in e  f o r m e r l y  s e t t l e d  w ith  Sp ain . . . . "  The p u r p o s e  o f  th is  
body, A la m a n  h e ld ,  w o u ld  be  "to obta in  s u c h  in f o r m a t io n  in  
r e g a r d  to  that p o r t io n  of our r e s p e c t i v e  t e r r i t o r i e s  a s  w o u ld  
en a b le  u s  to  a c t  u n d er  s ta n d in g ly  on the s u b j e c t .  " P o i n s e t t  n oted  
th at "I o b je c te d  to  th is  p r o p o s a l  the l i m i t e d  p o w e r s  o f  the P r e s i ­
dent o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  and th a t  su ch  an  a p p o in tm en t  c o u ld  not  
w e l l  be  m a d e  u n til  the  n ex t  m e e t in g  of C o n g r e s s .  " A la m a n  in  
tu rn  h ad  r e p l i e d  "that h is  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  be  v e r y  a v e r s e  
p e r m a n e n t ly  to f i x  th e  l i m i t s  b e t w e e n  th e  tw o  n a t io n s  o n  the v e r y
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s le n d e r  in f o r m a t io n  th e y  a t  p r e s e n t  p o s s e s s e d  o f th at f r o n t ie r  
co u n try . " To c o n c lu d e  th e  d i s c u s s io n ,  A la m a n  a g r e e d  to  " a d d r e s s  
m e  a  N o te  s ta t in g  the  v i e w s  of / h i s /  G o v e r n m e n t  in  r e la t io n  to the  
p r o p o s e d  C o n v en tio n  o f  L i m i t s .  "45
A la m a n  thus h ad  m a d e  h is  m o v e  and h a d  d e l ib e r a t e ly  d e la y e d  
fu r th e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of the p r o p o s a l  of the U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  
to f ix  a c o m m o n  b o u n d a r y  l in e  w h ich  w o u ld  a l s o  r e s u l t  in  A m e r ic a n  
a c q u is i t i o n  o f t e r r i t o r y .  A la m a n  had no in ten t io n  of a g r e e in g  to 
su c h  an  a r r a n g e m e n t .  In d eed , i f  he c o u ld  h a v e  h is  w a y , the 
b o u n d ary  l in e  w o u ld  b e  f i x e d  a s  the M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r .  On Ju ly  20,  
A la m a n  p en n ed  a note  to  P o i n s e t t  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  a n o th e r  q u e s t io n  
w h ic h  the A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  had r a i s e d .  On June 17, P o in s e t t  
h ad  a d d r e s s e d  A la m a n  in  a  l e t t e r  and h ad  r e v e a le d  th at i t  w a s  h is  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  d e s i r e  fo r  a ro a d  to  be  s u r v e y e d ,  m a r k e d  out, and  
p r o te c te d  w h ic h  w o u ld  l e a d  f r o m  fr o n t ie r  s e t t l e m e n t s  on  the  
M is s o u r i  R iv e r  to the n e a r e s t  s e t t l e m e n t s  in  the N e w  M e x ic o  
a r e a .  T he U n ited  S ta te s  C o n g r e s s  h ad  m a d e  p r o v i s io n s  for  th is  
road , and P o i n s e t t  a s s u r e d  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  the  
s p ir i t  of f r ie n d s h ip  o f h i s  n a t io n  fo r  M e x ic o  w a s  th e  r e a s o n  the
4 5 Q r ea t  B r i ta in ,  F o r e i g n  O ff ice ,  B r i t i s h  and F o r e i g n  
S ta te  P a p e r s , P o i n s e t t  to  C la y , Ju ly  18, 1825 , XXVI, 831 .
T h is  l e t t e r  i s  not a v a i la b le  in  RG 59 o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S ta te  M SS.
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r o a d  w a s  d e s i r e d .  T h is  ro u te  w o u ld  r e s u l t  in  m o r e  c o m m e r c e  
and f r ie n d ly  in te r c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  the tw o c o u n t r i e s .  46
In  h is  r e p ly  o f  Ju ly  20, A la m a n  in f o r m e d  P o i n s e t t  that h is  
g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  not c o n s id e r  th e  q u e s t io n  of th e  r o a d  a lon e ,  
fo r  th at s u b j e c t  w a s  su b o r d in a te  to  a m o r e  p r e s s i n g  on e . He  
r e m in d e d  th e  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  that upon h is  r e c e p t io n  by  
P r e s i d e n t  V ic t o r ia ,  he  h ad  d e c la r e d  it  w a s  th e  p u r p o se  o f  the  
g o v e r n m e n t  of the U n ited  S t a te s  to  c o n c lu d e  w ith  M e x ic o  t r e a t i e s  
o f  c o m m e r c e  and l i m i t s .  A la m a n  th en  p la y e d  h i s  tr u m p  ca rd ,  
p o in tin g  out that " c e r ta in ly  the op en in g  o f th is  n ew  ro a d  s u p p o s e s  
the e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  T r e a t i e s ,  by  v ir tu e  o f  w h ic h  the l im i t s  
w h ic h  d iv id e  th is  R e p u b lic  f r o m  th at w i l l  b e  s e t t le d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
th e  R e g u la t io n s  w h ic h  a r e  to  g o v e r n  the c o m m e r c i a l  r e la t io n s  
o f  b oth  N a t io n s ;  nor w i l l  i t  b e  e a s y  to  s e p a r a t e  th em , w ith ou t  
in c u r r in g  in c o n v e n ie n c e s  v e r y  d if f ic u l t  to  a v o id .  " A la m a n  
c o n tin u e d  b y  in fo r m in g  P o i n s e t t  o f  h is  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  b e l i e f  that  
th e  s e t t l e m e n t  of th e  t r e a t i e s  sh ou ld  be  u n d e r ta k e n  f i r s t .  The  
m a r k in g  of a  r o a d  c o u ld  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  l a t e r .  H e e m p h a s iz e d
^ M a n n in g ,  E a r ly  D ip lo m a t ic  R e la t io n s , 166, 1 7 0 -1 7 1 ;  
F u e n t e s  M a r e s ,  P o i n s e t t , 70; Z o r r i l la ,  H i s t o r ia  de l a s  r e l a c i -  
o n e s , I, 68. F o r  P o i n s e t t ' s  l e t t e r  o f  June 17 to A la m a n , s e e  
N a tio n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t ,  o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo m a t ic  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  II.
that h is  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  not s ig n  a t r e a t y  of l im i t s  to  s e t t le  
the boundary q u e s t io n  w ith o u t  c a r e fu l  study. "The m a rk in g  
out of l im i t s ,  by  i t s  n a tu re ,  and the p a r t ic u la r  d if f ic u l t ie s  
w h ic h  in  our c a s e  a tten d  s u c h  w ork, 11 he ex p la in ed , "both by 
w ant o f . . . to p o g r a p h ic a l  in fo r m a tio n  . . . and f r o m  the  
s e r i e s  of t r ig o n o m e t r ic a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  be  
n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  . . . , i s  su b jec t  to  d e la y s  that . . . w ould  
c o n su m e  a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  t im e .  . . . "  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  w a s  the  
op in ion  of A la m a n , and he w a s  su p p o rted  by h is  g o v e rn m en t,  
that c o m m e r c e  and l im i t s  s im p ly  cou ld  not be d i s c u s s e d  to ­
g e th e r ,  a s  w a s  P o in s e t t ' s  in i t ia l  r e q u e s t .  A la m a n  s u g g e s te d  
th a t  "we m ig h t  . . . , i f  y o u r  E x c e l le n c y  thought p r o p e r  . . . , 
p r o c e e d  im m e d ia t e ly  to n eg o t ia te  the T r e a ty  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  
le a v in g  on  one s id e  the po in t  of l im i t s .  . . . " A fte r  a  c o m m e r c ia l  
t r e a t y  w a s  a g r e e d  upon, A la m a n  p r o p o s e d  "that w e m ig h t  
n eg o tia te  on th is  su b jec t  / o f  l i m i t s / ,  the 2 G o v e rn m e n ts  m igh t  
n a m e th e ir  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  who, on e x a m in in g  to g e th e r  the 
cou n try  w ith in  a g iv e n  la t i tu d e ,  fr o m  one s e a  to  the o th er , m ig h t  
p r e s e n t  e x a c t  in fo rm a tio n ,  upon w h ich  the l im i t s  m ig h t  be e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  as  i s  d e s ir e d .  " A n tic ip a t in g  P o in s e t t ' s  r e lu c ta n c e  to 
a c c e p t  h is  s u g g e s t io n  b e c a u s e  of the t im e  e le m e n t  in vo lved , he  
con c lu d ed  h is  note b y  rem in d in g  the A m e r ic a n  m i n i s t e r  that i t
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w a s  the  e n d s ,  an d  n o t  the m e a n s ,  w h ich  w a s  im p o r ta n t  in  
r e f e r e n c e  to  the b o u n d a ry  s e t t l e m e n t .  B e s i d e s ,  the M e x ic a n  
p r o p o s a l  w o u ld  a s s u r e  th at "we m ig h t  p r o c e e d  w ith  m o r e  
c e r ta in ty ,  and w e  sh o u ld  p o s s e s s  m o r e  e x a c t  in f o r m a t io n  to  
go upon.
T h is  m a n e u v e r  b y  A la m a n ,  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  b io g r a p h e r ,
"has no e q u a l  in  the d ip lo m a t ic  h i s t o r y  of M e x ic o .  " B y  h is  
a c t io n  h e  had s u c c e e d e d  in  p la c in g  M e x ic o  on  an eq u a l b a s i s  
o f  n e g o t ia t io n  w ith  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  ^8 A la m a n  
had a n t ic ip a te d  P o i n s e t t ' s  a p p r o a c h  to n e g o t ia t io n s  and su b ­
se q u e n t ly  had c o u n t e r e d  the U n ite d  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n ­
te n t io n  o f q u ick ly  s e t t l in g  th e  b o u n d ary  i s s u e  in  i t s  fa v o r .
A fte r  A la m a n  had th u s  a c te d ,  P o in s e t t  w a s  p la c e d  in  a d i f f ic u lt  
p o s it io n .  I f  he  a c q u ie s c e d ,  i t  w a s  l ik e ly  th a t  a  d e ta i l e d  s u r v e y  
o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  in  q u e s t io n  w o u ld  r e s u l t  in  a  s e t t l e m e n t  m o r e  
fa v o r a b le  to M e x ic o .  B ut i f  h e  p u sh ed  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
to  s e t t l e  th e  b o u n d a ry  i s s u e  a t  o n c e ,  s o  th a t  t e r r i t o r y  w o u ld  be  
g a in e d  by  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  w a s  c e r t a in  th a t  h e  w o u ld  e n c o u n te r  
M e x ic a n  r e s i s t a n c e .
4 ? N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t ,  o f  S tate  M SS, R G  59, D ip lo ­




On J u ly  27 , P o i n s e t t  s e n t  C la y  th e  le t t e r  he h ad  r e c e i v e d  
f r o m  A la m a n .  He a l s o  m a d e  h is  o w n  o b s e r v a t io n s  to  the  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te ,  o b s e r v a t io n s  w h ic h  in d ic a te d  th at he  w a s  
p e r tu r b e d  b y  th e  r e lu c t a n c e  of A la m a n  to e n te r  in to  m e a n in g fu l  
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  the b o u n d a ry  q u e s t io n  w ith o u t  d e la y .  But  
P o i n s e t t  w a s  not a  f o o l i s h  m a n , a n d  he  r e la t e d  "that th e r e  
e x i s t s  g r e a t  a p p r e h e n s io n  in  th e  m in d s  of th e  p e o p le  o f  th is  
co u n try , th at th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  T he  U n ited  S t a te s  c o n t e m ­
p la te  r e n e w in g  th e ir  c l a i m  to th e  t e r r i t o r y  n orth  o f the R io  
B r a v o  d e l  N o r te .  . . . "  N ow  w o n d e r in g  i f  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  
p u sh in g  th e  c l a i m s  o f  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  w i s e ,  he  s u g g e s t e d  
the p o s s i b i l i t y  that th e  U n ited  S t a te s  " c o n s id e r  t h e ir  g r e a t  
s e n s i b i l i t y  on  th is  s u b j e c t .  . . .
T h is  i s  not to im p ly  th at P o i n s e t t  h ad  c a p itu la te d  to  the  
M e x ic a n  v iew p o in t;  h o w e v e r ,  he  w a s  c o n v in c e d  a f te r  m e e t in g  
w ith  A la m a n  that th e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  to  a c h ie v e  
w h a t  i t  d e s i r e d ,  w o u ld  h a v e  to  a c t  c a r e f u l ly  and not a n ta g o n iz e  
th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ic h  o b v io u s ly  w a s  s e n s i t i v e  on the  
b o u n d a ry  q u e s t io n .  H e d id  not y e t  u n d e r s ta n d  h o w  A la m a n  f e l t  
ab ou t th e  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  n o r  w a s  h e  fu l ly  a w a r e  o f the
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo ­
m a t i c  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  P o i n s e t t  to  C lay , J u ly  27, 1825, II.
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f a c t  th at A la m a n  in ten d e d  to  s e e  th e  b o u n d a ry  d i s c u s s i o n s  d ra g  
o n  u n t i l  th e y  w o u ld  f in a l ly  b e  t e r m in a t e d  w ith o u t  a  d e c i s i o n  
u n l e s s  i t  f a v o r e d  M e x ic o ,
On th e  s a m e  day  he s e n t  h i s  c o m m u n ic a t io n  to C lay , P o i n s e t t  
a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  to  th e  M e x ic a n  m i n i s t e r  in  a d ip lo m a t ic  
n o te .  He e x p r e s s e d  h is  d is a p p o in tm e n t  th at the  M ex ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  had  d e c id e d  to  p u rsu e  i t s  c a u t io u s  c o u r s e .  "A lthough v e r y  
u n w il l in g  to  u r g e  / y ° u r /  G o v e r n m e n t  to ad op t a  m e a s u r e  w h ic h  
i t  a p p r e h e n d s  m a y  b e  a t ten d e d  w i th  u n a v o id a b le  in c o n v e n ie n c e s ,
I  c a n n o t  but r e g r e t  th is  d e la y , 11 w h ic h  he f e a r e d  w ould  be  " in ­
j u r io u s  to  a  c o m m e r c e ,  ju s t  r i s i n g  into  e x i s t e n c e ,  b e tw e e n  the  
W e s t e r n  S t a te s  of N o r th  A m e r ic a - a n d  N ew  M e x ic o ,  " P o i n s e t t  
a r g u e d  th at the d e la y s  f o r e s e e n  by  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  
n ot o c c u r ,  a n d  he  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  ro a d  h e  h a d  p r o p o s e d  w o u ld  
p r o v e  b e n e f i c ia l  to  both  n a t io n s .  On th e  o th e r  hand, "to p o s tp o n e  
t h i s  b u s i n e s s  u n til  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  to  s u r v e y  
th a t  p a r t  o f  the co u n try ,  w ith  a  v ie w  to the f in a l  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  
o u r  l i m i t s ,  w i l l  e m b a r r a s s  th a t  tr a d e  v e r y  m u c h .  . . . "  P o in s e t t  
m a d e  a p le a  th at A la m a n  and h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o n s id e r  the  
d e c i s i o n  to  c a r r y  out a  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  
l i m i t s  i s s u e  and th at "your E x c e l l e n c y  . . . e n te r  into  s o m e  
a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  m e  by  w h ic h  t h is  d e s i r a b le  en d  m a y  b e  s o o n e r
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a cco m p lish ed ."  H e w a s  not o p p o se d  to th e  M exican, p r o p o s a l  
p e r  s e ,  but "I s e e  only  one s e r io u s  o b je c t io n  to  it, and  th at  
i s  th e  g r e a t  d e la y  su ch  a c o u r s e  i s  l ik e ly  to o c c a s io n .  "50
A la m a n  w o u ld  not r e le n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  and P o in s e t t  b e c a m e  
m o r e  d is c o u r a g e d .  He s t i l l  d id  not o p en ly  s u s p e c t  A la m a n ,  
fo r  on  A u g u st  5 h e  w r o te  a c ip h e r e d  d e sp a tc h  to C lay  in  w h ich  
h e  e x p r e s s e d  the op in ion  th at V ic to r ia  w a s  probably  th e  c a u se  
o f  th e  p r o b le m s  he w a s  en co u n ter in g ,  fo r  the M ex ic a n  p r e s i ­
dent w a s  a "w eak m an , " un der  the c o n tr o l  of h is  m i n i s t e r s .
H e did a ck n o w led g e  that e s p e c i a l l y  p o w e r fu l  in M e x ic o  a t  the  
t im e  w a s  A la m a n , a ta le n ted  and w e l l - e d u c a t e d  m an  m o r e  able  
th a n  the a v e r a g e  M ex ica n  o f c o m p a r a b le  s ta tu r e ,  51
Throughout the f i r s t  p a r t  of A u gu st,  no fu rther  a c t io n  w as  
ta k e n  on the m a t t e r s  under c o n s id e r a t io n .  Then, on  A u g u st  10, 
A la m a n  a d d r e s s e d  a d e sp a tc h  to  P o in s e t t  in  w h ich  he in d ic a te d  
that h is  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  w i l l in g  to  contin ue  sep a r a te  n eg o t ia t io n s  
o n  th e  q u es t io n s  o f  c o m m e r c ia l  a g r e e m e n t s  and l i m i t s .  H ow ever ,  
h e  a g a in  a s s e r t e d  that in  s p ite  of the d e la y s  w hich  an  in v e s t ig a t in g  
c o m m i s s i o n  on  the boundary  i s s u e  m ig h t  e n ta il ,  h is  g o v e r n m e n t
SO lb id ., P o in s e t t  to  A la m a n , July 27, 1825. 
5 1 lb i d , , P o in s e t t  to  C lay , A u g u st  5, 1825.
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c o u ld  tak e  no  o th er  c o u r s e  of a c t io n , "for the l i m i t s  c a n n o t  be  
d e f in i t iv e ly  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  th e  r e c o n n o i s s a n c e  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  h as  
b e e n  m a d e .  . . .  11 A t a n y  t im e  s u i t a b le  fo r  P o i n s e t t ,  he  w o u ld  
b e  happy to  co n tin u e  n e g o t ia t io n s .  ^
P o i n s e t t  w ith o u t  doubt w a s  now  in  a q u an d ary . H e w a s  
b eg in n in g  to  s u s p e c t  th at th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  b e in g  
l e s s  than s i n c e r e  w ith  h im  a s  to i t s  t r u e  in t e n t io n s .  He w a s  of  
th e  op in ion  th a t  M e x ic a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  A la m a n  a b o v e  a l l ,  w e r e  
d e s ir o u s  o f  p u sh in g  th e  b o u n d a ry  l in e  fa r th e r  to  the e a s t  r a th e r  
th a n  a l lo w in g  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  it  w e s t  o f  the o r ig in a l  
l in e  on the S a b in e  R iv e r .  H e t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t e d  a n o th er  c o n ­
f e r e n c e  w ith  A la m a n , a n d  th is  s e c o n d  f o r m a l  m e e t in g  w a s  
s c h e d u le d  f o r  S e p te m b e r  2 0 ,  1825. On th at date  th e  tw o m i n ­
i s t e r s  a g a in  c o n fr o n te d  o n e  an o th er ,  f o r  th e r e  w a s  no lo n g e r  
a n y  i l lu s io n  o f  g en u in e  c o o p e r a t io n .  P o i n s e t t  p r o b a b ly  h ad  in  
m in d  to p r e s s u r e  A la m a n  in to  s o m e  s o r t  o f  c o m m it m e n t ;  h o w ­
e v e r ,  the M e x ic a n  p r o v e d  to o  e lu s iv e  fo r  the A m e r ic a n .
S^G reat B r i ta in ,  F o r e i g n  O ff ice ,  B r i t i s h  an d  F o r e i g n  S tate  
P a p e r s , A la m a n  to P o i n s e t t ,  A u g u st  10, 1825, X X V I, 835.
T h is  c o m m u n ic a t io n  i s  m i s s i n g  fr o m  R G  59 o f  th e  N a tio n a l  
A r c h iv e s  D e p t ,  o f  S ta te  M SS. On th a t  s a m e  day, P o in s e t t  
w r o t e  C la y  th a t  A la m a n  w a s  e n t ir e ly  d e v o te d  to E n g la n d  and  
w a s  not in c l in e d  to  " c u lt iv a te  fr ie n d ly  r e la t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  
S t a t e s .  " N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ept, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip ­
lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  II.
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A s  P o i n s e t t  r e c a l l e d  in  h is  r e p o r t  of the m e e t in g  to  C lay ,  
a s  s o o n  a s  the c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  u n d e rw a y , A la m a n  a s k e d  h im  to  
t r a c e  the e x a c t  l in e  o f  th e  b o u n d a ry  s e t t l e m e n t  m a d e  b e t w e e n  
the U n ited  S t a te s  and S p a in  in  1795 . A la m a n  h ad  th is  done  
b e c a u s e  "he w is h e d  to  a s c e r t a i n  the a n c ie n t  b o u n d a r ie s  b e tw e e n  
The U n ite d  S ta te s  and th e  S p a n ish  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  a s  d e f in e d  b y  
the  T r e a t y  o f  1795. . . . "  P o i n s e t t  c o m p l ie d ,  but he r e m in d e d  
A la m a n  th at the t r e a t y  in  q u e s t io n  had b e e n  n e g o t ia te d  b e fo r e  
the c e s s i o n  of the L o u is ia n a  T e r r i t o r y .  A f te r  tr a c in g  the l in e  
on  a m a p , P o i n s e t t  " in q u ired  h is  o b je c t  in  w is h in g  to a s c e r t a i n  
th e  b o u n d a r ie s .  " A la m a n  r e p l i e d  th at "he th ought it  w o u ld  be  
a d v is a b le  in  the T r e a ty  w e  w e r e  ab ou t co n c lu d in g  to  s p e c i f y  
th e  a n c ie n t  b o u n d ary  u n t i l  a new l in e  w a s  a g r e e d  upon. " T h is  
p la y  b y  A l a m a n - - r e f e r r i n g  b a ck  to th e  t r e a t y  o f  1795 r a th e r  
than  to  th a t  of 1 8 1 9 - - a p p a r e n t ly  i r r i t a t e d  P o in s e t t .  H e  b lu n tly  
p o in ted  out to  A la m a n  th at in  the 1819 t r e a t y  b e tw e e n  the  U n ited  
S t a te s  and Sp ain , the f o r m e r  had a t  f i r s t  c l a i m e d  t e r r i t o r i a l  
l i m i t s  to  th e  R io  B r a v o  d e l  N o r te ,  th ough  the la t t e r  h ad  i n ­
s i s t e d  up on  the M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  a s  the l im i t .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  a 
c o m p r o m i s e  w a s  m a d e ,  and the r e s u l t  o f  th at t r e a t y  w a s  b in d in g  
upon M e x ic o ,  "having b e e n  c o n c lu d e d  b e fo r e  . . . e m a n c ip a t io n  
f r o m  S p a in  . . . "  had  o c c u r r e d .  B e c a u s e  of p a r t ic u la r  q u e s t io n s
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of u n ce r ta in ty  w h ic h  had su b se q u e n t ly  e m e r g e d  s in c e  1819, the  
U n ited  S ta te s  had not " c a r r ie d  the T r e a ty  in to  fu l l  e f f e c t  P . . 
on ly  /b e c a u s e  o f /  m o t iv e s  of d e l ic a c y  to w a r d s  M ex ic o ,  " In  
k eep in g  w ith  the d e s i r e  of h is  g o v e r n m e n t  to  c o n s id e r  M ex ic a n  
f e e l in g s ,  P o in s e t t  a s s e r t e d  th at he had p r o p o s e d  a new tr e a ty  
w h ic h  w o u ld  not en c u m b er  the M ex ica n s  w ith  th e  a g r e e m e n t  
b e tw e e n  the U n ited  S ta te s  an d  Spain. H o w e v e r ,  he m a d e  it  
c le a r  "that in  doing s o  I d id  not intend to y i e ld  one sq u a re  in ch  
o f  la n d  w h ich  w a s  in c lu d ed  w ith in  the l im i t s  of the U nited  S ta te s  
a c c o r d in g  to the B ou n d ary  L in e  at that t im e  a g r e e d  upon. "53 
In o th er  w o r d s ,  the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  not c o n ­
s id e r  any  lin e  e a s t  of the S a b in e .
P o in s e t t  thus had m a d e  h i s  m o v e ,  and he a w a ited  the 
r e a c t io n  of A la m £ n . The M e x ic a n  m in i s t e r  w a s  not to be  in ­
t im id a te d  by in s in u a t io n s  that the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  the U n ited  
S ta te s  w a s  n egotia t in g  w ith  M e x ic o  out of a  s e n s e  o f  c o m p a s s io n .  
Indeed , h is  d e a l in g s  w ith  P o in s e t t  during the p a s t  tw o  m o n th s  
had c o n v in c e d  h im  that the n o r th er n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  up to  no  
go o d . He had no doubt th at on ly  a b ou ndary  s e t t l e m e n t  in  w h ic h
53]\jational A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, of State  MSS, RG 59, D ip lo ­
m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M ex ic o ,  P o in s e t t  to C lay , S e p te m b e r  20,  
1825, II.
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t e r r i t o r i a l  g a in  w a s  in v o lv e d  w o u ld  be a c c e p t a b le  to the U n ited  
S t a te s .  It w a s  at this po in t in  M e x ic a n -U n ite d  S ta tes  r e la t io n s  
that the te n o r  for  su b se q u e n t  d ip lo m a t ic  c o n ta c t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
fo r  the f i r s t  h a l f  of the n in e te e n th  cen tu ry . A la m a n  did not  
r e sp o n d  to  P o in s e t t ' s  u r g e n c y .  He a g a in  to ld  P o in s e t t  th a t  h is  
g o v e r n m e n t  co u ld  m ake no a g r e e m e n t  a s  to  l im i t s  until a f t e r  
the c a r e fu l  s u r v e y  of the t e r r i t o r y  by a jo in t  c o m m is s io n .
S in ce  nothing e l s e  could  be  d i s c u s s e d ,  the m e e t in g  w a s  adjourned .
P o i n s e t t ' s  f e e l in g s  at th is  m o m e n t  in  h is  d ip lo m a tic  m i s s i o n  
to M e x ic o  a r e  unknown, fo r  in  h is  p e r so n a l  p a p e r s  he m a d e  few  
s ig n i f ic a n t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  A la m a n .  It i s  l ik e ly ,  h o w ev er , that  
h is  att itud e  w a s  now s i m i l a r  to  that of h is  young a ide, E dw ard  
T hornton  T a y lo e ,  who on A u g u s t  15, 1825, in fo r m e d  h is  b ro th er  
that
The g o v e rn m e n t  o f  M e x ic o ,  I r e g r e t  to  
sa y , i s  a  f e e b le  one. T he p r e s id e n t  i s ,  I dare  
to  s a y  & s in c e r e ly  h o p e , c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  upright,  
but h i s  ta le n ts  a r e  f e e b l e - - h i s  h ea lth  bad, and  
ZflQ./ i s  in  en t ire  s u b m is s io n  to h is  a d v i s e r s .
The S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te ,  L u c a s  A lam an , i s  a 
t r a v e l l e d  and ought to  be , & p erh ap s  i s ,  an  
in t e l l ig e n t  m a n - -b u t  a s  a  s ta te s m a n ,  I v en tu re  
to  s a y  (p erh ap s  I am  p r e su m p tu o u s  to ju dge)  
that he h a s ,  in  the w o r ld ,  m a n y  s u p e r i o r s - -  
I a d m ir e  n e ith er  h is  s t y l e  nor s e n t im e n t s  nor 
r e a s o n in g .
54c. H a r v e y  G ard in er , ed . , M ex ic o  1825-1828: T he Journa l  
and C o r r e sp o n d e n c e  of E d w a r d  T hornton  T a y lo e  (C hap el H i l l ,  
1959), 72.
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A la m a n  c e r t a i n l y  had s u p e r i o r s  in  th e  r e a lm  o f  s t a t e s m a n s h ip ,  
but in  S e p t e m b e r  1825, J o e l  R. P o i n s e t t  c o u ld  not be  c o u n ted  
a m o n g  t h e s e .  He u n d o u b ted ly  k n ew  th at he h ad  b e e n  b e s t e d  b y  
the r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  of a  g o v e r n m e n t  and c o u n tr y  th a t  w a s  b e l i e v e d  
in f e r io r  to  h i s  own. A s  one a u th o r ity  on  th is  e v e n t  h a s  c o n ­
ten d ed , "by a  s in g le  a s tu te  m o v e  on  the p a r t  o f  A la m a n ,  C la y 's  
h o u se  o f c a r d s  w a s  to p p led  o v e r  and the a b s u r d ity  o f  the  A m e r ­
ic a n  p o s i t io n  d i s c l o s e d .  "55 T h e  U n ited  S t a te s  w a s  thus th w a r te d  
in  i t s  in i t ia l  e f fo r t  to s e c u r e  t e r r i t o r y  in  T e x a s  p r o v in c e ,  or  the  
e n t ir e  p r o v in c e  i t s e l f .  M o re  im p o r ta n t ,  a  d e e p  h o s t i l i t y  b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o n a t io n s  e m e r g e d ,  w h ic h  b o d ed  i l l  fo r  fu tu re  r e la t io n s .
C o n v in c e d  that h is  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  not g e t  T e x a s  or  
o th er  t e r r i t o r y  a s  a r e s u l t  of a b o u n d a ry  s e t t l e m e n t ,  P o in s e t t  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e t e r m in e d  to c a r r y  o n  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the  
M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  and i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e .  On S e p te m b e r  
27, 1825 , A la m a n  w a s  u r g e d  in  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  J a r e d  S p a rk s  to  
c o o p e r a t e  w ith  P o in s e t t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  " p ro cu r in g  d o c u m e n ta r y  
m a t e r i a l s  fo r  the h i s t o r y  of the  M e x ic a n  r e v o lu t io n .  . . . "
S p a rk s  e x p r e s s e d  a s i n c e r e  h op e  th at h i s  n a t ion  an d  M e x ic o  c o u ld  
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  and d ra w  n e a r e r .  H o w e v e r ,  l i t t l e  w a s  know n  
about th e  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s  a m o n g  h is  c o u n tr y m e n ,  a lth o u g h
S S M a r s h a l l ,  W e s t e r n  B o u n d a ry , 78.
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"there  is  u n iv e r s a l  sy m p a th y  in  th is  co u n try  w ith  th e  r is in g  
r e p u b l ic s  of the south . . . . "  It w a s  S p ark s' d e s i r e ,  " s in ce  
the in t e r e s t s  o f  the two p a r ts  of the con tin en t a r e  s o  in t im a te ly  
b len d ed , and th e ir  p o l i t ic a l  s p ir i t  and in s t i tu t io n s  a r e  so  s i m ­
i la r ,  " to ed u ca te  the A m e r ic a n  p e o p le  tow ard a b e t t e r  u n d e r ­
stand ing  o f  L a tin  A m e r ic a  in  the p a g e s  of h is  m a g a z in e ,  the  
N o r th  A m e r ic a n  R e v ie w . 56 A la m a n  m a d e  no r e s p o n s e  to 
S p a rk s '  ap p ea l,  for  he  m o r e  than l ik e ly  a s s u m e d  th at Sp ark s  
w a s  in  the m in o r i t y  w ith  su c h  o u t lo o k s .
A la m a n  w a s  a d am an t in  h is  d i s l ik e  of the g o v e r n m e n t ,  and  
g e n e r a l ly  the p e o p le ,  of the U nited  S t a te s .  He had  so  in d ic a te d  
th is  p r e d i le c t io n  in  h is  d e a l in g s  w ith  P o in se t t .  Indeed , one of 
h is  c r i t i c s  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  that, a lth ou gh  U nited  S ta te s  a b so r p t io n  
of T e x a s  w o u ld  h a v e  a l le v ia te d  a th rea ten in g  In d ian  m e n a c e  to 
both  the b o rd er  a r e a s  of the U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o ,  A la m a n  
ig n o r e d  e v e r y  fa c t  in  the c a s e  and " p rop a g a n d ized  to the e f fe c t  
th at the 'C o lo s s u s  of the N orth ' w a s  planning to  s t e a l  M ex ic a n  
t e r r i t o r y - - b y  b r ib e s ,  i f  p o s s ib le ;  i f  not, by f o r c e .  "57
^ H e r b e r t  B . A d a m s , ed. , The L ife  and W r it in g s  of J a red  
S p a r k s : C o m p r is in g  S e le c t io n s  fr o m  H is  J o u rn a ls  and C o r r e ­
sp o n d en ce  (2 v o l s .  ; C a m b rid g e ,  M a s s .  , 1893), I, 297 .
5 7 C r e e l ,  P e o p le  N e x t  D oor, 5 6 - 5 7 .
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W h a tev e r  the c a s e ,  A la m a n  had s c o r e d  a d ip lo m a t ic  
v ic t o r y .  F r o m  the b eg in n in g ,  S e c r e t a r y  C la y  w a s  c o n v in c e d  
that P o in s e t t ,  in  w h o m  he h a d  m u c h  c o n f id e n c e ,  w o u ld  h a v e  
l i t t l e  tro u b le  a c q u ir in g  w h a t  th e  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  so u g h t .
B u t a m a n  w h o m  he lo o k e d  up on  a s  i n e x p e r ie n c e d  h ad  ou t-  
m a n e u v e r e d  P o i n s e t t .  H e n c e fo r th ,  A la m a n  w a s  o f te n  r e f e r r e d  
to  b y  v a r io u s  A m e r i c a n  o f f i c i a l s  a s  "the m a n  w ith  b la c k  b r a in s .  "58 
In  h i s  fu tu r e  d e a l in g s  w ith  A la m a n ,  P o i n s e t t  w a s  c o n v in c e d  that  
he w o u ld  h ave  to  b e  w a r y  o f  th e  a b le  M e x ic a n  o f f ic ia l .
In  A u g u st ,  w h en  A la m a n  in f o r m e d  P o i n s e t t  th at he  w o u ld  
be w i l l in g  to r e s u m e  n e g o t ia t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  the i s s u e s  u n d er  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  he s u g g e s t e d  th at a  s e p a r a t e  t r e a t y  of c o m m e r c e  and  
one o f l im i t s  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  In m o s t  a c c o u n ts  o f  the s u b s e q u e n t  
m e e t in g  in  S e p t e m b e r ,  the q u e s t io n  of l i m i t s  d o m in a t e s .  H ow ­
e v e r ,  a t  th at t im e  A la m a n , a c c o m p a n ie d  by  J o s e  E s t e v a ,  S e c r e ­
t a r y  o f th e  T r e a s u r y ,  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  a p r o j e t  fo r  a  c o m m e r c i a l  
t r e a t y .  It w a s  not w h a t  P o i n s e t t  had h o p ed  fo r ,  in  th at i t  d id  
not c o n c e d e  c e r t a i n  p r e r o g a t i v e s  to h is  c o u n tr y  a s  w a s  th e  c a s e  
w ith  the M e x i c a n - B r i t i s h  a g r e e m e n t .  59 T h u s , in  c o n s id e r in g
5 8 F u e n te s  M a r e s ,  P o i n s e t t ,  69; V a la d e s ,  A la m a n ,  205. 
5 9 v a l a d e s ,  A la m a n , 207-208.
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th e  s u m  o f h is  o f f i c i a l  d e a l in g s  w ith  A la m a n , P o i n s e t t  c o u ld  
n o t  b o a s t  of any  n o t ic e a b le  g a in s .  H is  on ly  h op e  la y  in  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  th at A la m a n  w o u ld  b e  r e p la c e d  by  a l e s s  a b le  
n e g o t ia to r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th is  p o s s i b i l i t y  w a s  not a f ig m e n t  
o f  h i s  im a g in a t io n ,  fo r  in  S e p t e m b e r  1825, A la m a n  w a s  in  a  
p o l i t i c a l ly  p r e c a r i o u s  p o s i t io n .
On S e p te m b e r  28 , P o in s e t t  in f o r m e d  C la y  th at he  had b e e n  
r e s p o n s ib l e ,  i n d ir e c t ly ,  fo r  th e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  th e  b o t h e r s o m e  
A la m a n :
A n x io u s  to  c o n c lu d e  the p en d in g  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  . . .
I u rg ed  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e s e  S t a te s ,  e i t h e r  
to  p e r m it  A la m a n  to  co n tin u e  th em , or to  
appoint a n o th e r  P le n ip o t e n t ia r y .  He p r e f e r r e d  
th e  la t t e r  a l t e r n a t iv e ,  and h a s  g iv e n  p o w e r s  to  
D on J o s e  G o m e z  P e d r a z a ,  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar,  
w ho now h o ld s  th e  p o r t fo l io  o f  th e  M in is t e r  of  
F o r e ig n  R e la t io n s ,  ad in t e r i m .  60
P o i n s e t t  o b v io u s ly  f la t t e r e d  h i m s e l f  a s  to h is  p o w e r  o f  p e r ­
s u a s i o n  w ith  P r e s i d e n t  V ic t o r ia .  A c tu a l ly ,  A la m a n 1 s r e s i g ­
n a t io n  a s  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s  on S e p t e m b e r  27  w a s  
th e  r e s u l t  s t r i c t l y  o f  in te r n a l  M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s .
A la m a n  had  h i s  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ith  s e v e r a l  le a d in g  p o l i t i c a l  
f i g u r e s  in  the c o u n t r y ,  w ho w e r e  e i t h e r  r e s e n t f u l  o f  th e  p o w e r  
h e  w ie ld e d  or  w h o  s i n c e r e l y  d i s a g r e e d  w ith  h i s  p o l i c i e s .  A m o n g
6 0 u .  S . , C o n g r e s s ,  R e g i s t e r  o f  D e b a te s ,  P o i n s e t t  to  C la y ,  
S e p t e m b e r  28, 1 8 2 5 , A p p en d ix  II, pt. 2, 58.
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t h e s e  w a s  M ig u e l  R a m o s  A r iz p e ,  th e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  l e a d e r  w h e n  
th a t  body p r o m u lg a te d  and  p a s s e d  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  1824 . It i s  
the o p in io n  o f  one s p e c i a l i s t  that A r iz p e  e n g in e e r e d  A la m a n 1 s 
f o r c e d  r e s ig n a t io n ;  h o w e v e r ,  the a c tu a l ,  im m e d ia t e  c a u s e  o f  
h i s  f a l l  f r o m  o f f ic e  w a s  in  p a r t  due to  h i s  ow n a c t i o n s .  It s e e m s  
that he , T o r n e l ,  and E s t e v a  had a t t e m p te d  to s e c u r e  th e  a p p o in t­
m e n t  o f  the B is h o p  of P u e b la  to  the C a b in e t .  T h is  m a n , a 
S p a n ia rd  by b ir th ,  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m a n ip u la te d  by  th is  p r o -  
E u r o p e a n  t r io .  T h e r e fo r e ,  h is  a p p o in tm e n t  w a s  o p p o se d  by  
v a r io u s  l i b e r a l s .  In the e n s u in g  d is p u te ,  P r e s i d e n t  V ic t o r ia  
w a s  in d u ced , p r o b a b ly  b y  A r iz p e ,  to  c o n s id e r  A la m a n 's  d i s ­
m i s s a l ,  s i n c e  h e  le d  th e  m o v e m e n t  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  B ish o p .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  "Ward, b e c a u s e  of p e r s o n a l  p iq ue  a t  A la m a n ,  
e x e r t e d  h is  in f lu e n c e  to th e  s a m e  end . " A la m a n  s u r m i s e d  th a t  
th e  f o r c e s  a g a in s t  h im  w e r e  p o w e r fu l ,  and s o  he r e s i g n e d  
b e f o r e  b e in g  d i s m i s s e d .  61
W ith the d is p a tc h  of A la m a n  f r o m  h is  p o s i t io n  in  the M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  w ou ld  s e e m  that P o i n s e t t ' s  s i tu a t io n  sh o u ld  h a v e
6 * V a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 208; M anning, A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  o f  
I n te r n a t io n a l  L a w , VII, 7 9 4 . In  h is  M e x ic o  in  1 8 2 7 , W a rd  n e v e r  
a l lu d e d  to A la m a n ,  d i r e c t ly  or  in d ir e c t ly .  In v ie w  of A la m a n 's  
in f lu e n c e  in  M e x ic o ,  th is  o m i s s i o n  o f  h i s  n a m e b y  W ard  i s  
p r o o f  enough o f  th e ir  p e r s o n a l  d i s l ik e  fo r  one a n o th e r .
im p r o v e d  n o t ice a b ly .  T h is  w a s  not the c a s e ,  fo r  A la m a n 's  
in f lu e n c e  r e m a in e d  s tr o n g .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  A la m a n  p r io r  to  
h is  r e s ig n a t io n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s o w e d  s e e d s  of d i s t r u s t  am on g  
the m a j o r i t y  of the M ex ic a n  o f f ic ia l s  a s  fa r  a s  P o in s e t t ' s  
rep u ta t io n  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  T he U n ited  S ta te s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
c e r ta in ly  b e l i e v e d  he  w a s  in  a p o s i t io n  o f c o n tr o l  a fter  A la m a n 's  
d e b a c le ,  fo r  he in fo r m e d  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  that w ith  the fa l l  of  
A la m a n , the N orth  A m e r ic a n  g rou p  am ong M ex ica n  p o l i t ic ia n s  
had g a in ed  the a s c e n d a n c y  o v e r  th o se  w ho  a l ig n e d  t h e m s e lv e s  
w ith  the B r i t i s h .  ^
On O ctober  12, 1825, P o in s e t t  r e c o u n te d  to C la y  in  a cod ed  
m e s s a g e  h is  v e r s i o n  of A la m a n 's  r e s ig n a t io n .  He poin ted  out 
that W ard  e x e r c i z e d  a p o w e r fu l  in f lu en ce  o v e r  P r e s id e n t  
V ic t o r ia .  A ls o ,  T o r n e l  w a s  the o b jec t  of B r i t i s h  a tten tio n , fo r  
P o in s e t t  had n o t ic e d  that W ard  and h is  su b o r d in a te s  "paid g r e a t  
co u rt  to  . . . th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f the P r e s id e n t .  . . . "  In h is  
opin ion, T o r n e l  w a s  "a v a in  and v e n a l  m a n  who e x e r c i s e s  g r e a t  
in f lu e n c e  ov er  h is  c h ie f .  " A s  fo r  A la m a n , P o in s e t t  n o ted  that  
in  s p i t e  o f  h is  ta le n t s ,  he w a s  g u il ty  of a E u r o p e a n  b ia s  and  
thus su p p o rted  s u c h  v ie w s .  A ls o ,  P o in s e t t  r e m in d e d  C lay  that 
"I b e f o r e  to ld  yo u  that he  r e c e i v e d  a s a la r y  fr o m  a B r i t i s h
^ V a i a d e s ,  A la m a n , 2 0 9 .
155
m in in g  c o m p a n y . " H a v in g  e x p la in e d  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  
B r i t i s h  in f lu e n c e ,  P o i n s e t t  th en  g a v e  th e  d e ta i l s  o f  A la m a n 's  
f a l l  f r o m  h is  p o s t ,  r e la t in g  how  JEsteva and A la m a n ,  a id e d  b y  
the C o lo m b ia n  m i n i s t e r  S an ta  M a r ia  and  one C o u n te s s  of R e g ia ,  
a t t e m p te d  to  h ave  P a b lo  de la  L la v e  r e m o v e d  a s  M in is t e r  fo r  
J u s t ic e  and  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A f f a i r s  and  r e p la c e d  b y  the B is h o p  
of P u e b la .  P o in s e t t ,  f in a l ly ,  w a s  of the o p in io n  th at due to  
p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s ,  W a r d  o p p o se d  A la m a n , w ho r e s i g n e d  w h e n  
he b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f th e  e x te n t  of the o p p o s i t io n  to  h im  in  C o n ­
g r e s s .  "The f a l l  o f  A la m a n ,  " P o i n s e t t  c o n c lu d e d ,  " s tr u c k  the  
E u r o p e a n  p a r ty  w ith  t e r r o r .  "^3 He h a d  e a r l i e r  in t im a te d  th at  
h is  p r e s s u r e  w a s  in s t r u m e n t a l  a s  w e l l  in  A la m a n 's  dow n fa ll .
B u t in  s p i t e  of h is  o p t im is m  b e c a u s e  of th is  e v en t ,  P o i n s e t t ' s  
s i tu a t io n  a c tu a l ly  h ad  n ot im p r o v e d .
T h e  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  d i s c o v e r e d  to h is  c o n s t e r n a t io n  
th at A la m a n 's  s u c c e s s o r s ,  in t e r im  S e c r e t a r y  P e d r a z a  and th e  
new  a p p o in te e ,  S e b a s t ia n  C a m a c h o ,  c o n tin u ed  the  s a m e  a p p r o a c h  
to n e g o t ia t io n s  that A la m a n  had p u r s u e d .  A la m a n ,  though out  
of o f f i c e ,  w a s  not out of the p o l i t i c a l  p ic tu r e ,  an d  h e  o p e n ly
^ W i l l i a m  R, M annin g , ed . , D ip lo m a t ic  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  
the U n ite d  S ta te s  C o n c e r n in g  the I n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  L a t in -  
A m e r i c a n  N a t io n s  (3 v o l s .  ; W a sh in g to n , D . C . , 1925), III,
D o c .  8 9 3 ,  1637, 1 6 38 .
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e x p r e s s e d  a b it te r  h o s t i l i t y  to w a r d  P o in se t t .  It w a s  h is  c o n ­
ten t io n  that P o in s e t t  w a s  d e te r m in e d  to b r in g  a n  end to a r i s t o ­
c r a t ic  in f lu e n c e s  in  the M ex ica n  g o v ern m en t;  h o w e v e r ,  P o in s e t t  
p lan n ed  to r e p la c e  su c h  in f lu en ce  not w ith  d e m o c r a c y ,  w h ic h  
A la m a n  pointed out co u ld  not e x i s t  in  a c o u n try  w h e r e  m o s t  of 
the p e o p le  did not p a r t ic ip a te  in  pu b lic  a f f a ir s ,  but w ith  a fe w
/L A
a m b it io u s  and l e s s  r e s p e c ta b le  in d iv id u a ls .
P o in s e t t  r e c ip r o c a t e d  A la m a n 's  a n im o s ity .  In Janu ary
1826, he  w ro te  to J a r e d  Sp ark s c o n c e r n in g  th e  fo r m e r  M ex ic a n
m in i s t e r  who s t i l l  r e p r e s e n te d  the c o n s e r v a t iv e  e le m e n ts  in
M e x ic o .  P o in s e t t  l e f t  no doubt about h is  f e e l i n g s  tow ard
A la m a n  in  h is  l e t t e r  to Sp ark s:
You had fa ir  opp ortun ity  o f judging Mr, A la m a n 's  
ta le n ts ,  and in  that r e s p e c t  y o u r  paper d o e s  h im  
no m o r e  than j u s t i c e .  But o f  h is  p a t r io t i s m  and  
v ir tu e s  a doubt m a y  be f a ir ly  en ter ta in e d ,  and I 
h a v e  no h e s i t a t io n  in  a s s u r in g  you  that h is  p o l i t ic a l  
v ie w s  a re  a l to g e th e r  unsound. I found h im  d e ­
c id e d ly  h o s t i l e  to an in t im a te  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  us, 
an d  d is p o s e d  to  un ite  h is  c o u n tr y  too in t im a te ly  
w ith  E u rop e . He le f t  the a d m in is t r a t io n  w ith  m y  
e n t ir e  c o n sen t ,  fo r  it  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d if f ic u lt  
to  have  m a in ta in e d  t e r m s  o f  fr ie n d sh ip  w ith  th is  
g o v e r n m e n t  i f  he  had r e m a in e d  at the h ea d  o f the
^ A l a m a n ,  H is t o r ia  de M e j ic o , V, § 2 2 -8 2 3 ;  Z a m a c o is ,  
H is t o r ia  de M e x ic o , XI, 615; M anning, A m e r i c a n  Jou rn a l of  
In te rn a tio n a l Law , VII, 797.
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f o r e ig n  a f f a i r s .  ^5 
P o in s e t t  a l s o  to o k  an o p p o r tu n ity  in  h is  l e t t e r  to  S p a rk s  to  point  
out the c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t io n  in  M e x ic o .  He m i l d ly  c h a s t i s e d  
S p ark s  fo r  th e  la t t e r ' s  f a v o r a b le  m e n t io n  o f  a c e n t r a l i s t  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  in  M e x ic o .  P o in s e t t  c o n te n d e d  that, in  the b e g in n in g  a f t e r  
in d e p e n d e n c e ,  m o s t  lea d in g  M e x ic a n s  h ad  f a v o r e d  c e n t r a l i s m .
O nly  a  f e w  " e n lig h te n e d  m e n "  had s u p p o r te d  f e d e r a l i s m ,  but 
" fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  th e  co u n try ,  th e  la t t e r  p r e v a i le d .  . . . "  P o i n s e t t  
had  no doubt th at in  M e x ic o  c e n t r a l i s m  w o u ld  le a d  to  m o n a r c h y ,  a 
c o n d it io n  fo r  w h ic h  A la m a n  w o r k e d .  It w a s  h is  a r r iv a l ,  P o in s e t t  
a v e r r e d ,  w h ic h  h ad  th w a r te d  A la m a n 's  d e s ig n s  for  M e x ic o .  66 
O nce a g a in ,  P o in s e t t  w a s  e x p r e s s i n g  a n  o p t im is m  and a 
s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e  w h ich  w a s  n o t  ju s t i f i e d .  In a c tu a l i ty ,  he  w a s  
s u s p e c t  a m o n g  m o s t  M e x ic a n s  of any im p o r ta n c e ,  no m a t te r  
w h a t th e ir  v i e w s .  A la m a n  h a d  done h is  w o r k  w e l l .  A lm o s t  a l l  
of P o i n s e t t ' s  e f f o r t s  to w a rd  d ip lo m a t ic  n e g o t ia t io n s  w e r e  s u s ­
p e c te d  b y  h i s  M e x ic a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  M anning h a s  a r g u e d  that  
b e c a u s e  o f  M e x ic a n  r e lu c t a n c e  to d e a l  w i th  P o i n s e t t  on  s e v e r a l  
q u e s t io n s ,  "the fe w  y e a r s  o f  o r d e r ly  g o v e r n m e n t  in  M e x ic o
    ,
^ A d a m s ,  e d . , S p a r k s , P o i n s e t t  to  S p a r k s ,  J a n u a ry  12,
1826, I, 311 .
6 6 ib id . , 3 1 1 - 3 1 2 .
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d u rin g  w h ic h  un der  m o r e  fa v o r a b le  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  fr ie n d ly  
r e la t io n s  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  w ith  the  U n ited  S t a te s ,  
thus o b v ia t in g  a  h a l f  c e n tu r y  o f  d i s c o r d  and a c e n tu r y  of d i s ­
tr u s t ,  w e r e  p a s s e d  in  q u ib b lin g s  and m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s ,
P o i n s e t t  a lo n e  c e r t a in ly  c a n n o t  be b la m e d  fo r  the e a r ly  
d e t e r io r a t io n  of M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s ,  fo r  he w a s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  the v i e w s  o f  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  m u c h  a s  he r e p r e ­
s e n te d  h i s  own. B u t A la m a n  in f e r r e d  that P o i n s e t t ' s  b e l i e f s  
w e r e  th e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  of a l l  A m e r i c a n s .  In  do in g  so , he  
a p p a r e n t ly  c o n v in c e d  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  the d a n g e r s  
w h ic h  w o u ld  a c c r u e  i f  c lo s e  t i e s  w i th  the U n ited  S ta te s  w e r e  
p u r s u e d .  T hus, b e c a u s e  of P o i n s e t t ' s  d e d ic a t io n  to  the c a u s e  
o f  f e d e r a l i s m  in  M e x ic o ,  he b e c a m e  in v o lv e d  in  a c t i v i t i e s  w h ic h  
e n a b le d  A la m a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  to  c h a r g e  h im  w ith  m e d d lin g  in
iQ
the in t e r n a l  a f f a ir s  o f  th at c o u n tr y .  °
^ ^ E a r ly  D ip lo m a t ic  R e l a t i o n s , v i i i - i x ;  B u r to n  in  The A m e r i ­
c a  S e c r e t a r i e s  of S ta te ,  IV, 132 , h a s  c o n c u r r e d  w ith  M a n n in g 's  
a s s e s s m e n t  of P o i n s e t t ' s  im p a c t :  " T r a n s a c t io n s  w ith  M e x ic o
d u rin g  C la y 's  s e r v i c e  a s  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  fu r n is h  an im p o r t a n t  
c lu e  to  ou r  d ip lo m a c y  w ith  th a t  co u n try  f r o m  th a t  day to th is  
_/1928_/. T h rou gh  s u c c e s s i v e  d e c a d e s  t h e s e  r e la t io n s  had b e e n  
c o lo u r e d  by M e x ic a n  d i s t r u s t  of th e  m o t iv e s  of the  U n ited  
S t a t e s ,  . . . "
DOM anning , A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  of In te r n a t io n a l  Law, VII,
789.
159
P o i n s e t t ' s  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  the fa c e  of g r o w in g  a d v e r s i t y  
w as a d m ir a b le ,  i f  u n r e a l i s t i c .  T h ro u g h o u t  the f i r s t  m o n th s  
of 1826, h e  t r i e d  to  w o r k  out a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f the l i m i t s  and  
c o m m e r c ia l  q u e s t io n s  w ith  an  o b v io u s ly  r e lu c ta n t  M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t .  P e r s o n a l ly ,  in  t e r m s  of la n d  a c q u is i t io n ,  P o in ­
s e t t  lo o k e d  b e y o n d  T e x a s ,  fo r  he w o u ld  h a v e  l ik e d  to  h a v e  g a in e d  
N ew  M e x ic o ,  C a l i fo r n ia ,  and p a r ts  of B a ja  C a l i fo r n ia ,  Son ora ,  
C oahu ila , and N u ev o  L e o n  a s  w e l l .  N e e d l e s s  to s a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
h is  r a th e r  b lu n d er in g  d ip lo m a t ic  m e th o d s  a r o u s e d  M e x ic a n  
s u s p ic io n  to  the e x te n t  th a t  h e  g o t  none o f  t h e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s ;  
in  fa c t ,  o n e  h i s t o r ia n  s t a t e d  b lu n tly  th a t  P o i n s e t t  " a c c o m p l i s h e d  
nothing. "69
P o i n s e t t ' s  s i tu a t io n ,  in  r e t r o s p e c t ,  a p p e a r s  q u ite  p r e c a r io u s .  
W hen v ie w e d  b y  c o n te m p o r a r y  o b s e r v e r s ,  though, th e  M e x ic a n  
s c e n e  did not s e e m  too  a g i ta te d .  A n  a r t i c l e  in  a le a d in g  U n ited  
S ta te s  n e w s  p u b lic a t io n  o f  th at day in f o r m e d  the r e a d e r  that 
" M exico  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  b e in g  v e r y  q u ie t  and p r o s p e r o u s ;  
and g r e a t  r e s p e c t  i s  p a id  to  th e  la w s .  " C o n c e rn in g  P o i n s e t t ' s  
p r o b le m s ,  a s  o f  the s u m m e r  o f 1826 t h e r e  w a s  no m e n t io n  of
69"William C a m p b e l l  B in k le y ,  The E x p a n s io n is t  M o v em en t  
in  T e x a s  1 8 3 6 -1 8 5 0  ( U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i fo r n ia  P u b l ic a t io n s  in  
H is to r y ,  XIII; B e r k e le y ,  1925), 13.
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th em . The on ly  r e f e r e n c e  to  P o in s e t t  in  th is  p u b lic a t io n  w a s  
that "it i s  m e n t io n e d  a s  p ro b a b le  th at M r. P o in s e t t  w i l l  so o n  
have  co n c lu d e d  a c o m m e r c i a l  t r e a ty  b e tw e e n  the U n ited  S ta te s  
and M e x ic o .  T h e re  w a s ,  fu r t h e r m o r e ,  the in t im a t io n  that
a s e t t l e m e n t  m ig h t  be p o s s ib l e  in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith  the boundary  
q u est io n , for  " there  i s  c o n s id e r a b le  m ig r a t io n  f r o m  the s o u th ­
w e s t e r n  s ta te s  to  A u s t in 's  s e t t l e m e n t  in  T e x a s .  T he  s e t t l e r s
a lr e a d y  f e e l  s tr o n g  enough  to p r o te c t  t h e m s e lv e s  a g a in s t  the  
71In d ia n s .  . . . " B y  N o v e m b e r  1826, h o w e v e r ,  th e r e  w e r e  
e v id e n t ly  f e e l in g s  of d is c o n te n t  in  the d isp u ted  a r e a ,  fo r  the  
M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  g a v e  no in d ic a t io n  that i t  in ten d ed  to r e ­
l in q u is h  c o n tr o l  o v e r  the T e x a s  p r o v in c e .  It w a s  r e p o r t e d  that  
"the A m e r ic a n s  in  th e s e  p r o v in c e s  / T e x a s  and C o a h u ila /  have  
b e c o m e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  the  /M e x i c a n /  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and u n le s s  
a s p e e d y  change ta k e s  p la c e  in  a f f a ir s ,  th ey  w i l l  m o s t  undoubtedly
abandon th e ir  f a r m s ,  and s e e k  a s y lu m  in  a land  w h e r e  f r e e d o m
72i s  n ot a b y e -w o r d  only . . . . " No t e r r i t o r i a l  ch an ge  o c c u r r e d ,  
but in  the n ex t  m o n th  th e r e  w a s  a p r e s id e n t ia l  a n n o u n cem en t that
^ N i l e s 1 W e e k ly  R e g i s t e r , X X X  (A p r il  15, 1826), 117;
(A u gu st  12, 1826), 421 .
7-*Tbid., XXXI (S ep te m b e r  2 , 1826), 3.
^ I b i d . , (N ovem ber  4, 1826), 157.
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P o i n s e t t  h a d  f in a l l y  b e e n  a b le  to  c o n c lu d e  a  t r e a t y  w ith  M e x ic o .
O n D e c e m b e r  5, 1826 , P r e s i d e n t  A d a m s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  
"a t r e a t y  o f  a m it y ,  n a v ig a t io n ,  a n d  c o m m e r c e  h a s ,  in  the  
c o u r s e  o f  l a s t  s u m m e r ,  b e e n  c o n c lu d e d  b y  y o u r  m i n i s t e r  
p le n ip o t e n t ia r y  a t  M e x ic o  w ith  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  o f  th at c o n ­
f e d e r a c y .  . . .  11 T h is  n e g o t ia t io n  h a d  r e a c h e d  f r u i t io n  o n  th e  
te n th  o f J u ly .  In  P o i n s e t t ' s  m in d ,  i t  w a s  not a t  a l l  the c u l ­
m in a t io n  o f  A m e r i c a n  a i m s  in  d e a l in g s  w ith  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  In  fa c t ,  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  
the d o c u m e n t ,  r e f u s e d  to  r a t i f y  it ,  d e c la r i n g  th a t  a p p r o v a l  o f
th is  t r e a t y  c o u ld  c o m e  a b o u t  o n ly  a f t e r  n e g o t ia t io n  and s e t t l e m e n t
73o f  th e  b o u n d a r y  q u e s t io n .
T h e  im p a c t  o f  A la m a n ' s  s t r a t e g y  w a s  b e c o m in g  m o r e  
o b v io u s .  Due to  h i s  p o l i c y  o f  p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n  on  th e  q u e s t io n  
of th e  b o u n d a r y  s e t t l e m e n t ,  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
s t y m i e d .  T he c o m m e r c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  w a s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  
s e c o n d a r y  in  A m e r i c a n  p r i o r i t i e s .  W hat d o m in a te d  the o f f i c i a l  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  M e x ic a n  p o l i c y  w a s  la n d  a c q u i s i t i o n .  I n f lu e n c e d  
b y  A la m a n ' s  p r e a c h m e n t s  and  a d m o n it io n s ,  M e x i c a n  o f f i c i a l s
™ U . S . ,  C o n g r e s s ,  A m e r i c a n  S ta te  P a p e r s , V I, 210 ;  
R o b in s o n ,  M e x ic o  a n d  H e r  M i l i t a r y  C h ie f t a i n s , 143; fo r  th e  
t e x t ,  in  S p a n is h  an d  in  E n g l i s h ,  o f  th e  T r e a t y  o f  A m it y ,  C o m ­
m e r c e ,  an d  N a v ig a t io n ,  s e e  A m e r i c a n  S ta te  P a p e r s ,  VI, 9 5 2 -  
9 6 2 .
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h a d  thus c o m e  to  s u s p e c t  U n ited  S ta te s  in te n t io n s  to w a rd  t h e ir  
c o u n tr y  a s  had A la m a n  p r io r  to  th e  op en in g  o f  n e g o t ia t io n s .
I t  i s  a  point o f  fa c t ,  th en , that P o i n s e t t ' s  c h a n c e s  fo r  any  
a c t u a l  d ip lo m a tic  s u c c e s s  w e r e  n i l  by  th e  en d  o f  1826.
A s  noted  in  th e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r ,  A la m a n  a f t e r  h is  r e s i g ­
n a t io n  had tu rn ed  m u c h  of h is  e n e r g y  to an a t t e m p t  to d e v e lo p  
M e x ic o ' s  m in in g  f a c i l i t i e s  and p o te n t ia l .  A n  e x a m in a t io n  of  
h i s  p a p e r s ,  and t h o s e  of P o in s e t t ,  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  tw o m e n  
h a d  no fu r th er  p e r s o n a l  c o n ta c t .  B u t the s ig n i f i c a n c e  of t h e ir  
b r i e f  c o n fr o n ta t io n  ca n n o t  be  e m p h a s i z e d  en o u g h  a s  to the  
s u b s e q u e n t  im p a c t  i t  had upon M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  
b e t w e e n  1825 and 1846 , and to a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  u n t i l  1853.
T h e  ten o r  of r e la t io n s  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  the tw o c o u n t r i e s  
b e c a u s e  of that s h o r t  p e r io d  in  th e  la te  s u m m e r  and e a r l y  f a l l  
o f  1825 . M e x ic a n  o f f i c ia l  s u s p i c i o n  and d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  o b j e c t i v e s  
o f  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  in c r e a s e d ,  a s  did  A m e r i c a n  d i s ­
d a in  fo r  and a g g r a v a t io n  w ith  th e  o u t lo o k  o f  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  M o st  n o t ic e a b le  w a s  the i n c r e a s e d  h o s t i l i t y  of e a c h  s id e  
fo r  th e  o th er .
In  ad d it ion  to the a tt itu d es  f o r  w h ic h  he w a s  r e s p o n s ib l e  a s  
a  r e s u l t  o f  h is  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  A la m a n , P o i n s e t t  u n in te n t io n a l ly  
b e c a m e  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  p r o m o t io n  of i n c r e a s e d  M e x ic a n  h o s t i l i t y
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to w a rd  h is  g o v e r n m e n t .  A ga in , A la m a n  r e p r e s e n t e d  the opposing  
v iew p o in t ,  though in d ir e c t ly .  T h is  s i tu a t io n  c o n c e r n e d  P o in s e t t ' s  
a c t iv i ty  in  the M a so n ic  c o n tr o v e r s y ,  b r ie f ly  a l lu d ed  to  in  p r ior  
d is c u s s io n .  H is  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in the M a so n ic  m o v e m e n t  w a s  
s in c e r e ;  h o w e v e r ,  as  one P o in s e t t  s c h o la r  h a s  in d ica ted , it  
w a s  h is  founding of the Y o r k  R ite  M a so n ic  L odge w h ic h  w as  
u s e d  m o r e  than any one th ing for  h is  v i l i f i c a t io n  am o n g  the  
M e x ic a n  p eo p le  throughout the n in eteen th  cen tu ry . ^
S oon  a f te r  h is  a r r iv a l  in  M ex ico , P o in s e t t ,  an a c t iv e  
M ason , l e a r n e d  of the e x i s t e n c e  of s e v e r a l  lo d g e s  o f  Y ork  
M a so n s  in  the c a p ita l .  The m e m b e r s  of t h e s e  lo d g e s  s u b s e ­
qu en tly  p r e v a i le d  upon h im  a s  a fe l lo w  M a so n  to w o r k  for  a 
c h a r te r  for  th em , and he a p p lied  for  th is  d o cu m en t w ith  the 
Grand L odge of N ew  Y ork . It w a s  gran ted , and the A m e r ic a n  
m in is t e r  in s t a l l e d  the M e x ic a n  Grand L odge  in  h is  ow n  h om e,  
l i t t l e  a w a re  of the c o n t r o v e r s y  su ch  a c t io n  would in i t ia te .  75
T h e re  w a s  a l s o  in  M e x ic o  an o ld e r  M a so n ic  L o d g e , w hich  had  
o r ig in a te d  the m o v e m e n t  in  the cou n try . T h is  body  ob ta ined  i ts  
c h a r te r  fr o m  S co tlan d  and w a s  the S c o t t i s h  R ite  M a so n ic  Lodge.
7 4 p utnam , J o e l  R o b e r ts  P o in se t t ,  74.
^ I b i d .  P o in s e t t ' s  a cco u n t  of th is  e v e n t  i s  in  N a t io n a l  
A r c h iv e s ,  D ept, o f  S ta te  MSS, RG 59, D ip lo m a tic  D e sp a tc h e s ,  
M ex ic o ,  II.
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C o m p o s e d  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  u p p er  c l a s s  in  M e x ic a n  s o c i e t y ,  
the S c o t t i s h  R ite  M a s o n s ,  o r  th e  E s c o c e s e s ,  fa v o r e d  a  m o n ­
a r c h ic a l  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  and  h a ted  
f e d e r a l i s m .  In d eed , the Y o r k  R ite  L o d g e s  a p p a r e n t ly  w e r e  
o r g a n iz e d  to  c o u n t e r a c t  th e  in f lu e n c e  of th e  E s c o c e s e s ;  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  w h e n  th e  Y o rk  R ite  M a s o n s ,  or Y o r k in o s ,  r e c e i v e d  th e ir  
c h a r t e r ,  the E s c o c e s e s  b e c a m e  in c e n s e d .  T h e  Y o r k in o s  w e r e  
d e v o te d  to  th e  f e d e r a l i s t  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  a d h e r e d  to  
d e m o c r a c y ,  and w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l ib e r a l  in  th e ir  o u t lo o k s .  The  
f e a r s  of th e  E s c o c e s e s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  w e r e  e x a c e r b a t e d  w h e n  the 
m e m b e r s h ip  o f th e  Y o r k in o s  i n c r e a s e d  r a p id ly  a s  lo d g e s  w e r e  
f o r m e d  th ro u g h o u t  the c o u n tr y .  N ic o la s  B r a v o ,  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  
of th e  n a t ion , w a s  the l e a d e r  o f  the E s c o c e s e s ,  and m a n y  d i s ­
t in g u is h e d  p o l i t i c ia n s  and s o l d i e r s  w e r e  m e m b e r s  of th a t  body.
On the o th e r  hand, s u c h  m e n  a s  San ta  A nn a , G u e r r e r o ,  and  
Z a v a la  w e r e  c o u n ted  am on g  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  the Y o r k in o s .  76
It w a s  in e v i t a b le ,  c o n s id e r i n g  the p o l i t i c a l  a t m o s p h e r e  in  
M e x ic o  a t  th is  t im e ,  th at th e  r i v a l  M a so n ic  lo d g e s  s o o n  b e c a m e
7 6 Y oung, H is t o r y  o f  M e x ic o , 222; P u tn a m , J o e l  R o b e r t s  
P o in s e t t ,  74. T h e r e  i s  no m e n t io n  of A la m a n  a s  a  m e m b e r  of  
th e  S c o t t i s h  R ite  M a so n ic  L o d g e .  U n d ou b ted ly  he  h e ld  su c h  m e m ­
b e r s h ip ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  v ie w  o f  the p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  the  
M a so n ic  b o d ie s  c a m e  to w ie ld .
165
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  of th e  tw o p arty  fa c t io n s  in  M ex ico .  The co n -  
s e r v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t s  and the E s c o c e s e s  b e c a m e  s y n o n y m o u s ,  
as w a s  th e  c a s e  w ith  the f e d e r a l i s t s  and the Y o r k in o s .  A la m a n  
in s in u a te d  that P o i n s e t t ' s  a c t io n  in  c h a r te r in g  the Y o r k  R ite  
L odge in  M ex ico  w a s  the c a u s e  o f  the c o n seq u e n t  f r a g m e n ta t io n  
and p o la r iz a t io n  a m o n g  the p o l i t ic a l  g r o u p s .  In A la m a n 1 s w o r d s ,  
"with th e  a r r iv a l  o f  P o in se t t ,  Z a v a la  and  the p r i e s t  o f  Cunduacan  
in T a b a s c o ,  D. J o s e  M arfa  A lp u ch e , . . , s e p a r a t e d  fr o m  the  
e s c o c e s e s  . , . to f o r m  a r iv a l  m a s o n ic  body, w h ic h  P o in s e t t  
o f f e r e d  to in c o r p o r a te  into  the Y ork  R ite ,  d om inant in  the U n ited  
S ta te s .  "77 W ithin a  sh o r t  t im e ,  the tw o  g ro u p s  w e r e  contend ing  
w ith  one another  for  p o l i t ic a l  d o m in a n ce  in M ex ic o ,  and th is  c o n ­
t e s t  in  tu rn  led  to  c h a o t ic  co n d it io n s  in  the cou n try .
A lth ou gh  P o in s e t t  s e v e r e d  h is  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  Y o rk in o s  
w h en  i t  b e c a m e  c l e a r  that th e ir s  w a s  a d ec id ed  p o l i t i c a l  in v o lv e ­
m en t ,  "the o r g a n iz a t io n  r e m a in e d  . . . sy n o n y m o u s  w ith  the
7 7 H is to r ia  de M e j ic o , V, 824; Z a m a c o i s '  la t e r  a cco u n t  of 
th is  p a r t ic u la r  e v en t  i s  a lm o s t  v e r b a t im .  S ee  h is  H is to r ia  de 
M e x ic o , XL, 621: "D. L o r e n z o  Z a v a la  y  Don J o s e  M a r ia  A lp u ­
ch e , c u r a  de Cunduacan, e n  T a b a s c o ,  . . . s e p a r a d o s  de lo s  
e s c o c e s e s  . , . por fo r m a r  una m a s o n e r i a  d iv e r sa ,  fu e r o n  lo s  
p r im e r o s  que c o n f ia r o n  a P o in s e t t  s u  p r o y e c to .  E l  m in i s t r o  
n o r te a m e r ic a n o  l e s  ap lau dio  la  id ea , y . l e s  o f r e c io  in c o r p o r a r ,  
en  e l  r i to  de Y ork, que s e  h a llab a  p r e p o n d er a n te  e n  lo s  
E s t a d o s - U n id o s .  11
166
group w h ich  he so  fr e q u e n t ly  d e s ig n a te d  a s  th e  A m e r ic a n  p a rty .  " 
As a r e s u l t ,  "with h is  av o w ed  sy m p a th y  for  th e  te n e ts  o f  l i b e r a l ­
i s m ,  it  w a s  e a s y  fo r  h is  e n e m ie s  to  c o n v in ce  th e  public  that  
P o in s e t t  w a s  the . . . founder and gu id ing  s p ir i t  of the Y o r k in o s .  " 
Indeed, "his in i t ia l  a c t  w as  s u r e ly  a b lu n d er . "78 The c o n s e r ­
v a t iv e - c e n t r a l i s t s  took  advan tage  o f  th is  b lu n d er  to a rgu e  that  
P o in s e t t ' s  p r e s e n c e  in  M ex ico  c o n s t i tu te d  a d a n g er  to the nation .  
He so o n  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  p e r so n a  non g ra ta  by the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m en t , in  la r g e  m e a s u r e  b e c a u s e  o f  the la b o r s  o f  A la m a n . ^
By 182 7 P o in s e t t  w a s  c o n v in c e d  that h is  w o r k  in  M ex ic o  
had c o m e  to an end. The M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and m an y  
M ex ica n s  a s  w e l l ,  lo o k ed  upon P o in s e t t  as  A la m a n  d ep ic ted  
him : the e a g e r  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  a g o v e r n m e n t  w h ich  had a s  
i t s  b a s ic  p o l ic y  t e r r i t o r i a l  a g g r a n d iz e m e n t .  P o in s e t t  w a s  u n ­
q u es t io n a b ly  z e a lo u s  in  h is  su p p o r t  of f e d e r a l i s m  and in  h is  
d e s ir e  fo r  land a c q u is i t io n .  A t th e  s a m e  t im e ,  he w a s  a
7 8p u tn am , J o e l  R o b er ts  P o i n s e t t , 74.
^ F o r  fu rth er  d i s c u s s io n  of P o in s e t t  and h i s  in v o lv e m e n t  
in  the M a so n ic  c o n t r o v e r s y  in  M e x ic o ,  s e e  R ip p y 's  P o i n s e t t , 
Chapter IX; M an n in g 's A m e r ic a n  Jou rn a l of In te r n a t io n a l  L a w ,
VII,, 7 9 8 -8 0 6 ;  and J u s t in  H. S m ith 's  " P o in s e t t ' s  C a r e e r  in  
M ex ico , " P r o c e e d in g s  of the A m e r ic a n  A n tiq u a r ia n  S o c ie t y ,
New s e r i e s ,  XXIV (1914), 7 7 -9 2 ,  p a s s i m .
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r e a l i s t  w ho now s u g g e s t e d  to  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  i t  m ig h t  be  
m o r e  p r o f i ta b le  in  th e  long ru n  to  w a it  u n t i l  T e x a s  f i l l e d  up 
w ith  m o r e  h e a d - s t r o n g  A m e r i c a n  s e t t l e r s  b e f o r e  p r e s s i n g  the  
T e x a s  q u e s t io n  an y  fu r t h e r .  ^0 T h is  a d v ic e  w a s  not fo l lo w e d ,  
and A la m a n  w a s  a b le  to  c h e c k m a te  P o in s e t t .  T hen, the M a so n ic  
c o n t r o v e r s y  u n d e r m in e d  P o i n s e t t ' s  r e m a in in g  b it  o f  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  
U pon the r e j e c t io n  of the t r e a ty  o f  a m ity ,  c o m m e r c e ,  and  
n a v ig a t io n  b y  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  S e n a te  la te  in  1826 b e c a u s e  the  
q u e s t io n  of l i m i t s  r e m a in e d  u n s e t t l e d ,  P o i n s e t t  m a d e  the  
d e c i s i o n  to  a s k  th at h e  be r e c a l l e d  f r o m  h i s  p o s t  in  M e x ic o .
P e r h a p s  P o i n s e t t ' s  r e l e a s e  f r o m  h is  d u t ie s  at th is  p o in t  
w o u ld  h a v e  h e lp e d  r e s t o r e  b e t t e r  r e la t io n s  b e t w e e n  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  
and th at o f  M e x ic o .  H o w e v e r ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  w a s  not so  m u c h  in ­
v o lv e d .  A s  le a d e r  o f  the g r o u p  o p p o se d  to  U n ite d  S t a te s  in v o l v e ­
m e n t  in  M e x ic o ,  A la m a n  s e e m i n g l y  had no p e r s o n a l  d i s l i k e  of  
P o i n s e t t .  H e m o r e  th a n  l ik e ly  w o u ld  h a v e  f o l lo w e d  th e  s a m e  
c o u r s e  w ith  any  m i n i s t e r  the U n ite d  S ta te s  s e n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
P o i n s e t t  w a s  not a t  a l l  p o p u la r  in  M e x ic o  in  e a r l y  182 7, and h is  
r e c a l l  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  b e e n  in t e r p r e t e d  a s  an  A m e r i c a n  
g e s t u r e  to  r e c t i f y  the s i tu a t io n .
80;B em is , John Q u in cy  A d a m s ,  563.
*
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P r e s i d e n t  Adam B d id  not a c t  u p on  P o i n s e t t ' s  r e q u e s t ,  e v e n  
th ough  s u c h  a c t io n  m ig h t  h a v e  p r e v e n te d  the o d iu m  o f  c o m p le t e  
f a i lu r e  f r o m  fa l l in g  upon  P o i n s e t t ' s  s h o u ld e r s .  B u t an oth er  
p r e s id e n t ia l  e l e c t i o n  w a s  a p p ro a c h in g  in  the U n ite d  S t a te s ,  and  
s o  A d a m s  d e c id e d  to  le a v e  th is  a r d e n t  f r ie n d  o f h i s  c e r t a in  
opponent, A n d re w  J a c k s o n ,  in  M e x ic o .  A t l e a s t  the fa i lu r e  
of h is  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  M e x ic a n  p o l ic y ,  A d a m s  m u s t  h a v e  r e a s o n e d ,  
c o u ld  be a t tr ib u te d  to  the J a c k s o n ia n s ,  and s u c h  c o n s id e r a t io n s  
during an  e le c t io n ,  w h e th e r  c o m p le t e ly  fa c tu a l  o r  not, cou ld  
p r o v e  b e n e f i c ia l  to  h is  ow n e f fo r t s .
P o i n s e t t  c o n s e q u e n t ly  w a s  u r g e d  to  r e m a in  in  M e x ic o  e v e n  
th ough  he  thought b e t t e r  o f  i t .  He w a s  fu l ly  a w a r e  o f M e x ic a n  
a n im o s i t y  to w a rd  h im , y e t  in  A p r i l  1827, in  a  m e s s a g e  to the  
M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s ,  P r e s id e n t  V ic t o r ia  c o n te n d e d  th a t  M e x ic a n -  
U n ited  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  w e r e  not s t r a in e d .  M e x ic o  c o n tin u ed  to  
lo o k  upon the g o v e r n m e n t  in  the U n ited  S t a te s  w i t h  g o o d  f e e l i n g s .  
He p o in te d  out, m o r e o v e r ,  that
N oth in g  h a s  o c c u r r e d  to  in t e r r u p t  our  
f r i e n d ly  r e la t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  of 
N o r th  A m e r i c a - - t h e  t r e a t i e s  o f  n a v ig a t io n ,  
c o m m e r c e  and a m it y ,  c o n c lu d e d  w i th  th e ir  
m i n i s t e r  p le n ip o te n t ia r y  h ave  b e e n  r a t i f ie d  
by b oth  h o u s e s  o f  C o n g r e s s .  T h e  C o n g r e s s
S lR ip p y ,  P o in s e t t ,  124.
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v ie w  w ith  p e c u l ia r  in t e r e s t  th is  im p o r ta n t  
n e g o t ia t io n  w ith  a  n a t io n  so  n ea r  to u s ,  and  
w h o s e  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  i s  b o  a n a lo g o u s  
to our own; in  s h o r t ,  a nation w h o  m u s t  e v e r  
be u n ited  to us b y  e v e r y  s y m p a th e t ic  bond.
What p u rp o se  V ic to r ia  h a d  in  m in d  in  m ak in g  s u c h  s ta te m e n ts  
is  unknown. The fa c t  r e m a in e d  th at M e x ic a n - U n ite d  S ta tes  
r e la t io n s  w e r e  te n s e ,  an d  that the o b je c t  of m u ch  o f  th is  
ten s io n , P o in s e t t ,  c o n tin u ed  in  h is  p o s t  in  M ex ic o .  F u r t h e r ­
m o r e ,  the M ex ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  w a s  shaky a s  th e  c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  and l ib e r a l  e l e m e n t s  jo c k e y e d  fo r  c o n tr o l  o f  the 
nationa l g o v e r n m e n t .  A s  a su p p o rter  of the l ib e r a l  faction ,  
P o in s e t t  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  a p o l i t ic a l  e n e m y  by the c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  
led  by A la m a n .
T hrou gh ou t 1827, th e  A m erican , pu b lic  w as  k ep t  in fo rm ed  
of the g r o w in g  h o s t i l i t y  o f  the M ex ica n  g o v e r n m e n t  and p eop le  
tow ard  the cou n try , and M ex ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  a f fa ir s  w e r e  a ls o  
w a tch ed . In June, i t  w a s  n o ted  that a lea d in g  M e x ic o  City  
n e w sp a p e r ,  E l  S o l , b i t t e r ly  r e f e r r e d  to  the U n ited  S ta te s  and  
c o m p a r e d  th e  cou n try  u n fa v o r a b ly  to  G r e a t  B r i ta in  in  r e f e r e n c e  
to fr ie n d s h ip  w ith  M e x ic o .  A s  w e l l ,  th e  M ex ic a n  n ew sp a p e r  
a s s e r t e d  that s u c c e s s f u l  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  S ta tes
^ N i l e s '  W eek ly  R e g i s t e r , XXXII (A p r i l  7, 1827), 105.
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w e r e  i m p o s s ib l e  "until the q u e s t io n  o f t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  
b e tw e e n  th e  M e x ic a n  u n ion  and o u r s ,  sh o u ld  be  s e t t le d ,  "83
In July , the s ta te  l e g i s l a t u r e  of V e r a  C ru z  i s s u e d  a  s tr o n g  
c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  P o in s e t t ,  who w a s  a c c u s e d  o f  an  a t t e m p t  to  
in s t ig a t e  in t e r n a l  u p h ea v a l.  P o i n s e t t  a n s w e r e d  the c h a r g e  in  a 
d e c la r a t io n  th at he  h ad  " n e v e r  ta k en  any  p a r t  in  the in t e r n a l  
c o n c e r n s  of M e x ic o ,  - - u n l e s s  to  a d v o c a te ,  in  a  R e p u b lic ,  on  
e v e r y  f it t in g  o c c a s i o n ,  th e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  a  r e p u b l ic a n  f o r m  of  
g o v e r n m e n t  o v e r  a l l  o t h e r s .  . . . "  P o i n s e t t  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  that  
i t  w a s  h is  duty "to e x p la in  the p r a c t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  of the i n s t i ­
tu t io n s  o f  the U n ite d  S ta te s  and  the  b l e s s i n g s  w h ic h  h is  c o u n t r y ­
m en. h ave  e n jo y e d  and s t i l l  co n t in u e  to e n jo y  un der  th em . . . . "84 
B u t the c o n s e r v a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  in  th e  a s c e n d a n c y ,  and  
P o i n s e t t ’s a r g u m e n t s  in  fa v o r  of the in s t i t u t io n s  of h is  c o u n tr y  
a s  the a n s w e r  to  M e x ic a n  i n s t a b i l i t y  w e r e  not w e l l - r e c e i v e d .
In  the U n ite d  S t a te s ,  th e r e  w a s  g r o w in g  e v id e n c e  th a t  the  
in c e s s a n t  in s u l t s  an d  v e r b a l  a t ta c k s  on P o i n s e t t  by M e x ic a n  
p u b lic  o f f i c ia l s  and  the M e x ic a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r e s s  a l s o  w e r e
83ibid. , (Ju ne  23 , 1827), 2 8 2 .
84'W illiam  r . M anning, ed . , D ip lo m a t ic  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
of th e  U n ited  S t a t e s : I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  A f f a i r s  1831- I 8 6 0  (12  
v o l s .  ; W a sh in g to n ,  D. C. , 1 9 3 2 -1 9 3 9 ) ,  III, D o c .  916 , 1 6 6 7 -  
1 6 68 .
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c o n s id e r e d  a s  in s u l t s  h e a p e d  u p on  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  i t s e l f .  T he  
au th or  o f a n  a r t i c l e  in  a le a d in g  n e w s p a p e r  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  in  
S e p t e m b e r  o b s e r v e d  th at a p e r s o n  in  a p o s i t io n  s u c h  a s  that  
e n jo y e d  b y  P o i n s e t t  sh o u ld  not h a v e  to  "find i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  
v in d ic a te  h im s e l f ,  in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r ,  a g a in s t  s u c h  a  body as  
/ t h e  V e r a  C ru z  l e g i s l a t u r e / .  A f f a i r s  d id  not im p r o v e  
th ro u g h o u t  the r e m a in d e r  of 1827. It w a s  r e p o r t e d  la t e r  that  
a B r i t i s h  n e w sp a p e r  l i t e r a l l y  e x u l te d  in  the fa c t  th at M e x ic a n -  
U n ited  S t a te s  r e la t io n s  w e r e  f lo u n d e r in g .  It w a s  a l s o  n oted  
th at i t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  th a t  the M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s  
w o u ld  not a c t  upon an y  a g r e e m e n t  w ith  the U n ited  S t a te s  i f  i t  
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c te d  G r e a t  B r i ta in .  In  O c to b e r ,  P o i n s e t t  w r o te  
to  D r .  J o s e p h  J o h n so n  o f  C h a r le s t o n  that b e c a u s e  h e  h ad  fou n d ed  
and o r g a n iz e d  a  r e p u b l ic a n  p a r ty ,  th e  Y o r k in o s ,  he  w a s  v io le n t ly  
o p p o se d  b y  the m o n a r c h i s t s .  87 T h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t t l e  doubt that
85^few Y o rk  D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r  q u o ted  in  N i l e s  1 W e e k ly  
R e g i s t e r , XXXIII (S e p te m b e r  1, 1827), 13.
^ N i l e s '  W e e k ly  R e g i s t e r , XXXIII (S e p te m b e r  8, 1827), 19.
® " jo e l  R . P o i n s e t t  P a p e r s ,  T he  H e n r y  D. G ilp in  C o l le c t io n ,  
P h i la d e lp h ia ,  P o i n s e t t  to  D r. J o s e p h  J o h n so n , O c to b e r  1827, 
E n tr y  69 . In  N o v e m b e r ,  C la y  w r o t e  P o i n s e t t  a  l e t t e r  to e n ­
c o u r a g e  h im  in  the f a c e  of the M e x ic a n  c r i t i c i s m .  He a s s u r e d  
P o i n s e t t  th at the P r e s i d e n t  d id not d e s i r e  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  and  
h o p ed  he w o u ld  " c o n fo r m  to y o u r  o w n  in c l in a t io n "  in  r e f e r e n c e  
to  r e m a in in g  in  M e x ic o ,  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t, o f  S ta te  MSS, 
RG  59, D ip lo m a t ic  I n s t r u c t io n s ,  A l l  C o u n tr ie s ,  C la y  to  P o in s e t t ,  
N o v e m b e r  19, 1837, XII.
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P o i n s e t t ' s  w a s  an  u n p le a s a n t  e x i s t e n c e  a t  the b e g in n in g  o f  1828,  
e s p e c i a l l y  in  v ie w  of the M e x ic a n  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  w h ic h  
w a s  h e ld , an d  the r e s u l t s  o f  th a t  e l e c t i o n .
In th a t  c o n t e s t  in  M e x ic o ,  th e  l i b e r a l  Y o r k  R i t e  p a r ty  
s u p p o r te d  G u e r r e r o  a g a i n s t  the c a n d id a te  of the  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
S c o t t i s h  R i t e  p a r ty ,  G o m e z  P e d r a z a .  T he  e l e c t i o n  w a s  h e a te d ,  
and  G o m e z  P e d r a z a  w o n  th e  o f f i c i a l  c o n t e s t  b y  th e  c o u n t  of  
t e n  s t a t e s  to  n in e .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  m e n t io n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  S a n ta  
A nn a e n c o u r a g e d  G u e r r e r o  to c o n t e s t  the r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  
and s u p p o r t e d  h im  in  t h is  u n d e r ta k in g .  T h u s ,  th e  l i b e r a l  p a r ty  
w a s  a b le  to  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  th o u g h  t h is  c o n ­
t r o l  w a s  l i m i t e d .  T h e r e  i s  no e x ta n t  e v id e n c e  to  sh o w  th a t  
P o i n s e t t  w a s  d i r e c t l y  in v o lv e d  in  th e  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  on  b e h a lf  
o f  the l i b e r a l  p a r ty .  A t  th e  s a m e  t i m e ,  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt  
th a t  G u e r r e r o ' s  v i c t o r y ,  i l l e g a l  th o u g h  i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n ,  
w a s  fo r  P o in se tt :  a  s w e e t  o n e .  It  w o u ld  a l s o  p r o v e  to  be  
e l u s i v e  a s  w e l l .
I n t e r e s t  in  the M e x ic a n  e l e c t i o n  w a s  e v id e n t  in  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s .  I n  N o v e m b e r ,  th e  o u t c o m e  o f th e  b a l lo t in g  w a s  r e p o r t e d ,  
w ith  an  in d ic a t io n  th a t  G o m e z  P e d r a z a  h ad  w o n  th e  p r e s i d e n c y .
It  w a s  f u r t h e r  o b s e r v e d  th a t  "the c o u n t r y  a p p e a r s  to  b e  in  a  
v e r y  u n s e t t l e d  s ta te ,  a n d  . . . th e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  p a r t y  h a s  not
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e v e n  s p a r e d  our m in i s t e r ,  o f  w h o m  the 'Sol' s a y s - - ' T h e r e  i s  
not w an tin g  a  s u s p ic io n ,  w ith  fou ndation , that th e  A m e r ic a n  
m in i s t e r  i s  the s e c r e t  a g e n t  o f  Spain , in s tr u c te d  and w e l l  paid  
fo r  d iv id in g  and d e s tr o y in g  u s ,  . . . '"88 T h is  c h a r g e  a g a in s t  
P o in s e t t  w a s  r e s e n t e d  by  m a n y  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s :  p eo p le  
w ho had c o m e  to v ie w  a f f a ir s  in  M e x ic o  w ith  a  t in g e  o f  d is g u s t .  
A s  one n e w sp a p er  a r t i c l e  s ta te d  the c a s e ,  "the c h a r g e  of 
^ /P o in s e t t ' s /  being  a b r ib e d  a g en t  of the S p a n ish  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
can  e x c i t e  no o th er  e m o t io n  in  the b o s o m s  of A m e r ic a n s  than  
th o se  o f  in d ig n a t io n  and c o n tem p t.  . . . "  It w a s  a l s o  noted  
that th e r e  w a s  r e a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  "that M r. P o in s e t t  is  on the  
point o f  r e tu rn in g  to th e  U n ited  S t a te s .  "89
P o in s e t t  w a s  not c o n te m p la t in g  an  end to h i s  d ip lo m a t ic  
m i s s i o n  a s  w a s  in t im a te d ,  for  the v ic t o r y  of G u e r r e r o  g a v e  
h im  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  It w a s ,  a c c o r d in g  to a lea d in g  M e x ic a n  
h is to r ia n ,  "the tr iu m p h  of 'the A m e r i c a n s .  "'90 B e s i d e s ,  the  
e le c t io n  o f A n d rew  J a c k s o n  to the A m e r ic a n  p r e s id e n c y  r e n e w e d  
h is  hope that notab le  d ip lo m a t ic  a c h ie v e m e n t s  b e tw e e n  th e  U n ited
88N i l e s 1 W eek ly  R e g i s t e r , X X X V  (N o v e m b e r  1, 1828), 155. 
89i b i d . , (N o v e m b e r  29 , 1828), 213 .
^ V a s c o n c e l o s ,  B r e v e  h i s t o r ia  de M ex ic o ,  299.
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S ta te s  and M e x ic o  now c o u ld  be b ro u g h t  about. A s  so o n  as  the 
J a c k s o n  a d m in is t r a t io n  to o k  o f f ice ,  P o in s e t t  s e n t  a  c o m m u n i­
c a t io n  to S e c r e t a r y  o f S ta te  M artin  v a n  B uren , w h o  w a s  c u r r e n t ly  
f a c e d  w ith  the  T e x a s  q u es t io n ,  in  w h ic h  he gave  a r e c a p itu la t io n  
of m a jo r  d ip lo m a t ic  e v e n t s  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
s in c e  h is  a r r i v a l  in  that cou n try . In  th is  len g th y  d e sp a tch ,  
P o in s e t t  e x p r e s s e d  a d is l ik e  for  A la m a n ,  w hom  he r e f e r r e d  to 
a s  a m e m b e r  of the M e x ic a n  a r i s t o c r a c y  w hich  had h o p es  of  
e s t a b l is h in g  a m o n a r c h y  in  that c o u n try  w ith  a B o u rb o n  p r in c e  
on  the th r o n e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  P o in s e t t  a s s e r t e d  th at h e  b e l i e v e d  
A la m a n  an d  P r im e  M in is t e r  C anning o f G rea t  B r i ta in  had  
s c h e m e d  a g a in s t  h im  to  n e g o t ia te  a n ew  boundary t r e a ty  w h ich  
w o u ld  r e d u c e  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c la im s  of the U n ited  S t a te s .  91
P r e s id e n t  J a c k so n  v ie w e d  the M e x ic a n  s i tu a t io n  a s  one of 
im p o r ta n c e ,  and in  c o n s id e r a t io n  of P o in s e t t ' s  o b s e r v a t io n s  
and  e f fo r t s ,  he  d e s ir e d  to  p u r c h a se  T e x a s  i f  p o s s ib le .  T hus,  
P o in s e t t  a g a in  w a s  g iv e n  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  of a ttem p tin g  to  
n eg o t ia te  w ith  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  for  the a c q u is i t io n  of  
T e x a s ,  V a n  B u r e n  a p p a re n t ly  did not s h a r e  J a c k s o n 's  e n th u s ­
i a s m  for  q u ic k  a c t io n  in  th is  m a t te r ,  a s  he did not take i t  up
91 M anning, D ip lo m a t ic  C o r r e sp o n d e n c e  . . . In d ep en d en ce ,  
P o in s e t t  to  V a n  B uren , M a rc h  10, 1829 , III, D oc . 921, 1 6 7 3 -  
1685, p a s s im .
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for  s i x  m o n th s .  T h en , on A u g u st  25 , 1829, he contacted  
P o in s e t t  a s  to the la t t e r ' s  p r o c e d u r e s .  M uch  o f Van B u r e n ' s  
in fo r m a t io n  about T e x a s  w a s  g iv e n  h im  by C o lo n e l  A nthony  
B u tle r  v ia  a  r e p o r t  to  P r e s id e n t  J a c k so n ,  92 B utler , a n a t iv e  
of M is s i s s ip p i ,  w a s  a  fr ie n d  o f  the P r e s id e n t  and a s c h e m e r  
for  U n ited  S ta tes  o w n e r sh ip  o f T e x a s .  A s  th e  m an  who w a s  
so o n  to  r e p la c e  P o in s e t t ,  he to o  w ould  c o m e  to lea rn  that  
A la m a n  w a s  an in d iv id u a l  of a b i l i ty  and d e d ic a t io n  to h is  t e n e t s .
B u t le r ' s  r e p o r t  w a s  g iv e n  to  V an  B u r e n  by  Jackson, a n d  the 
S e c r e t a r y  of S tate  u s e d  it  to fo r m u la te  a p o l i c y  by w h ich  P o i n s e t t  
w ou ld  p u rc h a se  T e x a s  fr o m  M e x ic o .  In  h i s  A u gu st d e s p a tc h  to  
P o in s e t t ,  Van B u r e n  s u g g e s te d  fo u r  p o s s ib le  boundary l i n e s .
The m o s t  e x p a n s iv e ,  thus d e s i r a b le ,  w a s  th at w hich  r a n  f r o m  
the Gulf o f  M e x ic o  n o r th w a rd  th ro u g h  th e  d e s e r t ,  or the G r a n d  
P r a ir i e ,  b e tw e e n  th e  N u e c e s  R iv e r  and th e  R io  Grande R i v e r .
The s e c o n d  c h o ic e  w o u ld  be the l in e  of the L a v a c a  R iv er;  th ir d ,  
the C o lo r a d o  R iv e r ;  and  la s t ,  th e  B r a z o s  R iv e r ,  w hich  w o u ld  be  
the l e a s t  a c c e p ta b le .  I f  M ex ic o  c o u ld  be  p e r su a d e d  to a g r e e  on  
the f i r s t  l in e ,  P o i n s e t t  w as  a u th o r iz e d  to p a y  $4 , 000, 000 , p o s s ib ly  
$5, 000 , 000, for the  t e r r i t o r y .  P r o p o r t io n a te  am ounts w e r e  to be
9 2 s e e  L ib r a r y  o f C o n g r e s s ,  M a rtin  V a n  B u ren  MSS,
J a c k so n  to  Van B u r e n ,  A u g u st  12, 1829.
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p a id  for  the o th er  a r e a s  in  th e ir  o r d e r  o f  im p o r ta n c e .  93
The M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l  r e f u s e d  to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  the 
A m e r ic a n  m i n i s t e r .  A la m a n 's  in f lu en ce  r e m a in e d  s tr o n g ,  though  
P o in s e t t  w a s  n o t  s u r p r i s e d .  H is  b i t t e r n e s s  tow ard  th e  M ex ica n  
g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  e v id en t  in  a d esp atch  to  V a n  B u ren  in  M arch  
1829 , e v en  b e f o r e  he w a s  to ld  to r e s u m e  h i s  n eg o t ia t io n  e f fo r ts .  
H e w ro te  that " it  w ould  l e a d  you into e r r o r  to c o m p a r e  th em  
w ith  the f r e e  an d  c iv i l i z e d  nations of A m e r i c a  and E u r o p e .  . . . "  
In d eed , he d e c la r e d ,  "it i s  e v e n  a m a t te r  of so m e  doubt w hether  
t h is  N ation  h ad  ad van ced  o n e  s tep  in  k n o w led g e  and c iv i l i z a t io n ,  
f r o m  the t im e  o f  c o n q u est  to the m o m e n t  o f  d e c la r in g  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  Independ en t. "94 P o in s e t t ,  c o g n iz a n t  of the f a c t  that  
t h e r e  w as l i t t l e  ch an ce , i f  any, for  m e a n in g fu l  n e g o t ia t io n  w ith  
M e x ic a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  l iv e d  a f r u i t l e s s  d ip lo m a t ic  e x i s t e n c e  until  
h is  dep artu re  f r o m  M e x ic o  a t  the b e g in n in g  of the n e x t  y e a r .
A n im o s i ty  to w a rd  P o i n s e t t  and the g o v e r n m e n t  h e  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  m o u n ted  th rou ghout M ex ico  a m o n g  the c o n s e r v a t iv e s  in  
th e  su m m e r  o f  1829. L ik e w is e ,  th ere  w a s  an obviou s d i s -
9 3 John S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t  in  A m e r ic a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S ta te , 
ed . B e m is ,  IV, 1 9 4 -1 9 5 ,
9 ^M anning, D ip lo m a t ic  C o r r e sp o n d e n c e  . . . In d e p e n d en ce , 
P o i n s e t t  to V a n  B u ren , M a r c h  10, 1829, III, Doc. 921 , 1673.
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s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  the G u e r r e r o  g o v e r n m e n t  d u rin g  th is  p e r io d .
It w a s  a p p a r e n t  th at th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  con tin u in g  
to  g a in  s t r e n g t h  and in f lu e n c e ,  and th is  tr e n d  in  M e x ic o  w a s  
n oted  in  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  In  the e a r ly  f a l l  o f  1829, an  a r t i c l e  
a p p e a r e d  in  a n  A m e r i c a n  p u b l ic a t io n  r e le v a n t  to  P o in s e t t ' s  
p o s i t io n  in  M e x ic o .  T he r e p o r t e r  in f o r m e d  h is  r e a d e r s  th a t  
"the s i tu a t io n  o f  our m i n i s t e r  in  M e x ic o ,  w o u ld  ap p ea r  . , . 
to be  v e r y  u n p le a sa n t ,  i f  not d a n g e r o u s ly  c r i t i c a l .  . . . "  A n  
e x c e r p t  w a s  th en  g iv e n  f r o m  the M e x ic a n  n e w sp a p e r ,  E l  S o l , 
r e f e r r in g  to  th e  s u g g e s t i o n  ra m p a n t th ro u g h o u t  M e x ic o  th at  
P o in s e t t  be o r d e r e d  out o f  the cou n try : "Is th e  p r e s e n c e  of
M r. P o i n s e t t  in  the r e p u b l ic  m o r e  c o n s e q u e n c e  th an  un ion  a m o n g  
M e x ic a n s ?  Oh W a sh in g to n !  r i s e  f r o m  thy s e p u lc h r e ,  r i s e  and  
p r e s e n t  to  t h o s e  w ho o p p o s e  th is  m e a s u r e ,  thy w e l l  know n  
m a x im .  " T h e r e  f o l lo w e d  the b lunt r e m in d e r  "how fe a r fu l  to  
a l l  f r e e  s y s t e m s  i s  f o r e ig n  in f lu e n c e .  " T he A m e r i c a n  r e p o r t e r ,  
f in a l ly ,  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  fo r  P o in s e t t ,  r e v e a l in g  th at " s o m e  
o f  th e  p a p e r s  h in t  o p e n ly  en ou gh  th a t  u n l e s s  h e  l e a v e s  the  
cou n try , h e  m a y  be m a d e  a  b lo o d y  e x a m p le .  "95 A lth ou gh  th e r e
9 5^1165' W e e k ly  R e g i s t e r , XXXVII { S e p te m b e r  26 , 1829),
71. In  A u g u s t ,  P o in s e t t  h a d  i s s u e d  a r e p ly  to  c h a r g e s  m a d e  
a g a in s t  h im  b y  the M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s .  H e e x p r e s s e d  h is  s u r ­
p r i s e  and d is a p p o in t m e n t  th at M e x ic a n s  c o u ld  b e l i e v e  h im
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i s  l i t t le  p r o b a b i l i t y  that P o i n s e t t  w a s  in  a c tu a l  p h y s i c a l  dan ger ,  
the  c o n s ta n t  in v e ig h in g  a g a i n s t  h im  w a s  u n n erv in g .
P o i n s e t t  d id  not h e s i t a t e  to  d e fen d  h i m s e l f  and h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  
a g a in s t  the v e r b a l  a s s a u l t s  to  w h ic h  he w a s  s u b j e c te d  during th e  
l a s t  m o n th s  o f  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  in  M e x ic o .  M o r e o v e r ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  
m o r a l  su p p o r t  f r o m  v a r io u s  s o u r c e s  in  th e  U n ited  S t a te s .  It w a s  
s u g g e s te d ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  th a t  P o i n s e t t ' s  e f fo r t s  w e r e  w a s te d  on  
a n ation  w h ic h  w a s  u n d e s e r v in g  o f su ch :
M r. P o i n s e t t ' s  r e p ly  to  c e r t a in  a c c u s a t io n s  
p r e f e r e d  a g a in s t  h im  in  M e x ic o  a s  s tr o n g ly  
s h e w s  a s  a n y  thing e l s e  th at w e  h a v e  m e t  w ith , 
the u n f i t n e s s  of the p e o p le  o f  that c o u n t r y  to 
l i v e  u n d er  the m i ld  an d  g e n e r o u s  p r in c ip le s  of  
r e p u b l i c a n i s m .  T h ey  a r e ,  a t  o n c e ,  the a g e n ts  
and the v i c t i m s  o f f o r e i g n  in tr ig u a n ts  and  
d o m e s t i c  a s p ir a n t s ,  an d  the r ig h ts  of th ings  
do not s e e m  a t  a l l  r e s p e c t e d ,  e x c e p t  a s  th ey  
m a y  be r e n d e r e d  s u b s e r v ia n t  to  c o n t e s t s  of 
p o w e r .  . . .  It i s  e v e r y  w a y  our in t e r e s t ,  
th at the  M e x ic a n s  sh o u ld  b e c o m e  a g r e a t  and  
p r o s p e r o u s ,  and t r u ly  in d ep en d e n t  an d  f r e e  
p eo p le ;  and  e v e r y  a c t  o f  our g o v e r n m e n t  has  
ten d ed  to  s h e w  it . 96
g u i l ty  of in t e r f e r in g  in  t h e i r  in t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  and h e  d e n ie d  th at  
h is  g o v e r n m e n t  h ad  any d e s i g n s  on M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y .  In c o n ­
c lu s io n ,  he e x h o r t e d  the M e x ic a n  n a t io n  "to p r a c t i s e  th o se  
v ir t u e s  w h ic h  h a v e  r a i s e d  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  to  the  
h ig h  rank  w h ic h  th ey  h o ld  a m o n g  the n a t io n s  o f  the e a r t h .  " 
N a tio n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ept, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo m a t ic  
D e s p a t c h e s .  M e x ic o ,  P o i n s e t t ' s  R e p ly ,  A u g u s t  2, 1829 , IV.
9 6 N iI e s '  W e e k ly  R e g i s t e r ,  XXXVII (O cto b er  3, 1829), 81.
Had he r e a d  th e  above d e c la r a t io n ,  A la m a n  l ik e ly  w ou ld  h ave  
a g r e e d  w ith  i t s  contention , e x c e p t  for  the f in a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  
co n cern in g  th e  e ffo r ts  o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  Indeed ,  
it  w as  h is  h op e  that the M e x ic a n  p eop le  w o u ld  n o t be  su b je c te d  
to  the " m ild  and g e n e r o u s  p r in c ip le s  of r e p u b l ic a n is m ,  11 w h e th e r  
f i t  or unfit .
In c o n te s t in g  w ith  P o in s e t t ,  A la m a n  so u g h t  to  p rev en t  U n ited  
S ta tes  in v o lv e m e n t  in  M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s .  B ut P o in s e t t  in s i s t e d  
that he w a s  not g u ilty  of su c h  a c t io n . To d e m a n d s  tha.t he le a v e  
M exico  due to h is  m ed d lin g , he  r e p l ie d  th at "he /P o in s e t t  w a s  
w rit in g  in  th e  th ird  p e r s o n /  to ta l ly  d e n ie s  that h e  has' in te r fe r e d ,  
e ith er  d i r e c t ly  or  in d ir e c t ly ,  in  the m o s t  r e m o t e  d e g r e e ,  w ith  
the b u s in e s s  of the in te r io r  of th is  r e p u b l ic .  . . . "  He co n tin u ed ,  
h o w ev er ,  b y  q u alify in g  th is  s ta te m e n t  w ith  th e  o b s e r v a t io n  th a t  
so m e  m ig h t  c o n s id e r ,  though he did not, "his d e c id e d  p r e f e r e n c e  
for  r e p u b l ic a n  in s t i tu t io n s ,  and h is  a rd en t  d e s i r e  that no p a r t  
of A m e r ic a  sh ou ld  be under the in f lu en ce  o f an y  E u ro p ea n  
pow er . . . " to be in t e r f e r e n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  P o in se t t  w a r n e d  
that, the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c o m p e t i t io n  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the  
U nited  S ta te s  w ould  have  g r a v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  The U nited  S ta te s  
d e s ir e d  o n ly  the b e s t  for  M e x ic o ,  and the M e x ic a n  people  c o u ld  
" r e s t  a s s u r e d ,  that the p o l ic y  o f the U n ited  S t a te s  i s  f r e e  f r o m
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a l l  s t r a ta g e m  and d i s g u i s e .  "97 D e s p i t e  su ch  p r o te s ta t io n s  of  
good, w i l l  and g o o d  in ten t io n s ,  P o in s e t t  w a s  no lo n g e r  w a n ted  
in  M e x ic o ,  and he w a s  a s k e d  to  ta k e  h is  le a v e  to r e tu r n  to  the  
U n ited  S ta te s ,
T he M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  in  r e q u e s t in g  th at P o in s e t t  be  
r e l i e v e d  of h is  d u tie s  a s  U n ited  S ta te s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  to M ex ico ,  
m a d e  no s p e c i f ic  a c c u s a t io n s  a g a in s t  h im . Indeed , a s  one  
au th o r ity  o b s e r v e d ,  "if our m i n i s t e r  d e s e r v e d  . . . c o n d e m ­
n ation , the M e x ic a n s  w e r e  ju s t i f ie d  in  r eg a r d in g  w ith  d eep  
s u s p ic io n  the co u n try  that s e n t  h im  and su p p o rted  h im . , . . 
A la m a n 's  f e a r s  c o n c er n in g  the in ten t io n s  o f  the U nited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  had thus b e e n  p r o v e d  c o r r e c t  as  fa r  a s  h i s  ow n w as  
c o n c e r n e d .  F o l lo w in g  th e  a d v ice  o f  h is  s u p e r io r s ,  th e  U nited  
S ta te s  m in i s t e r  had m a d e  a b la tan t a t tem p t  to s e c u r e  t e r r i t o r y  
w h ic h  b e lo n g e d  to M e x ic o .  In add ition , he had p r o m o te d  a 
s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  for  M e x ic o  w h ic h  m a n y  M e x ic a n s  c o n ­
s id e r e d  d a n g e r o u s .  R e la t io n s  a t the end of 1829, t h e r e fo r e ,  
w e r e  in  an u n hea lthy  s ta te  of a f f a ir s .  The e a r ly  a p p r e h e n s io n s  
e x p r e s s e d  by A la m a n  had g a in e d  w id e  a c c e p t a n c e  in  M e x ic o .
9 7ibid., 92.
9^Smith, American Antiquarian Society, XXIV, 7 7 -7 8 .
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On the o th er  hand, the d is c o u r te o u s  tr e a tm e n t  o f  P o in s e t t  during  
h is  r e s id e n c e  in  M e x ic o  h ad  in s u l te d  and a n g e r e d  the  U nited  
S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  and p e o p le .  99
It w a s  at th is  ju n ctu re  in  M e x ic a n -U n ite d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  
th at th er e  w a s  a p r e s s in g  n e e d  for  a s k i l l e d  A m e r ic a n  d ip lo m a t  
w ho s u c c e s s f u l l y  cou ld  a l la y  M ex ic a n  f e a r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  
o f th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  fa c t io n .  W heth er  o r  not th is a l le v ia t io n  
c o u ld  h ave  o c c u r r e d  i s  in  th e  r e a lm  of s p e c u la t io n ,  but i t  
w o u ld  have  b e e n  w o r th  th e  e f fo r t .  A s  i t  w a s ,  the m a n  sen t  
to  r e p la c e  P o i n s e t t  w as  l e s s  ab le  than h is  p r e d e c e s s o r .  U n ­
fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  the M e x ic a n  
o f f i c ia l  w ith  w h o m  A nthony B u t le r  w o u ld  in i t ia l ly  d e a l  at a 
c r i t i c a l  t im e  w a s  none o th er  than L u c a s  A la m a n .
P o in s e t t  r e q u e s t e d  h is  p a s s p o r t  on D e c e m b e r  23, 1829, 
though he r e m a in e d  in  M e x ic o  until Jan u ary  2, 1830 . D uring  
th is s h o r t  p e r io d  he undoubtedly  w a tc h e d  w ith  in t e r e s t e d  c o n ­
c e r n  the d e b a c le  of G u e r r e r o 's  g o v e r n m e n t .  B ut su c h  
th in g s  w e r e  no lo n g e r  h is  a f f a ir .  He r e tu r n e d  to  h is  own  
c o u n try , w h e r e  he  con tin u ed  a  p o l i t ic a l  c a r e e r .  T he f i r s t
^ R ip p y ^  U n ited  S ta te s  an d  M e x ic o , 6. 
lO ^ B osch  G a r c ia ,  H is t o r ia  de la s  r e la c io n e s ,  4 4 .
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U n ited  S t a te s  m i n i s t e r  to  M ex ic o ,  h o w e v e r ,  l e f t  th a t  c o u n tr y  
a n  h u m b led  m a n  in  th e  e y e s  of m o s t  M e x ic a n s .  T h is  c o n d it io n  
w a s  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  A la m a n ,  w ho w ith in  a  s h o r t  t im e  w o u ld  
b e c o m e  th e  d o m in a n t p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e  in  the c o u n tr y  fo r  
a p p r o x im a te ly  two y e a r s .  P o i n s e t t ' s  fa i lu r e  in  M e x ic o  w a s  
not b e c a u s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  in c o m p e te n c e ;  r a th e r ,  h e  h a d  not 
a n t ic ip a te d  th e  m o o d  o f  M ex ico  or  th e  a b i l i ty  o f  A la m a n  u p on  
h is  a r r iv a l  th e r e .
A c c o r d in g  to an e m in e n t  M e x ic a n  h i s t o r ia n  and w r i t e r ,  
A la m a n  a lo n e  w a s  the o n ly  m a n  in  g o v e r n m e n t  a b le  to  o p p o se  
P o in s e t t  in  the n e g o t ia t io n s  w h ich  w e r e  u n d e r ta k e n .  A s  a  m e a n s  
o f  c o m p a r is o n ,  th is  a u th o r ity  has c o n te n d e d  that A la m a n  w a s  the  
M e x ic a n  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  su c h  fa m o u s  A m e r i c a n s  a s  H a m ilto n ,
John Q u in cy  A d a m s ,  and  C lay . B ut A la m a n  w a s  th e  o n ly  m a n  
o f  su c h  e m in e n c e  in  M e x ic o ,  and th at i s  th e  r e a s o n  fo r  the d i s ­
g r a c e  of M e x ic o  i n s o f a r  a s  i t s  r e la t io n s  w ith  the U n ite d  S t a te s  
w e r e  c o n c e r n e d .  101 A s  long  as  he  w a s  in  a  p o s i t io n  o f  in f lu e n c e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  A la m a n  p e r f o r m e d  h is  d u t ie s  w e l l ,  w h e th e r  h is  
p o l i c i e s  g e n e r a l l y  w e r e  a c c e p ta b le  o r  not. In d eed , i f  the  
U n ited  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  and i t s  p e o p le  w e r e  e m b a r r a s s e d  as
101yascOncelos, B r e v e  historia de Mexico, 299, 315, 316.
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a  r e s u l t  o f  A la m a n 1 s p e r f o r m a n c e  in  h is  d e a l in g s  w ith  P o in s e t t ,  
both  o f f i c ia l ly  and u n o f f ic ia l ly ,  b e tw e e n  1825 and 1829, th ey  
w e r e  to  b e  s tu n n ed  by  th e  h u m i l ia t io n  the  M e x ic a n  s t a t e s m a n  
w a s  to  h ea p  upon P o i n s e t t ' s  s tu m b lin g  s u c c e s s o r ,
C H A P T E R  IV
A L A M A N 'S  T E X A S PO LIC Y  A N D  ITS  
C O N SE Q U E N C E S  
1 8 3 0 -1 8 4 6
W h en  P o in s e t t  d e c id e d  to  l e a v e  M e x ic o  in  D e c e m b e r  1829,  
d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  the M e x ic a n  and U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t s  w e r e  s t r a in e d .  A t  th at po in t, h o w e v e r ,  th e r e  
w a s  s t i l l  the p o s s i b i l i t y  th at f r i e n d ly  c o n ta c t  c o u ld  be e n g e n d e r e d  
in  s p i t e  o f  the i l l - w i l l  sp a w n ed  b y  the A m e r i c a n  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e .  
A la m a n  had not b e e n  a c t iv e  in  the a f f a ir s  of g o v e r n m e n t  and  
t h e r e f o r e  w a s  not b e l i e v e d  by  U n ited  S ta te s  o f f i c i a l s  to  be a s  
in f lu e n t ia l  a s  in  the m o n th s  b e f o r e .  The g o v e r n m e n t  o f  G u e r r e r o  
had r e a c h e d  it s  n a d ir  and w a s  on  th e  v e r g e  of c o l l a p s e .  If th e  
c u r r e n t  M ex ic a n  a d m in i s t r a t io n  w a s  o v e r th r o w n ,  a  d i s t in c t  
p r o b a b i l i ty ,  th en  t h e r e  w a s  the  c h a n c e  th at a  n ew  M e x ic a n  c h ie f  
e x e c u t iv e  w ould  b e  m o r e  in c l in e d  to t r e a t  w ith  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  
g o v e r n m e n t .
T h u s , i t  w a s  to th e  a d v a n ta g e  of th e  J a c k s o n  a d m in is t r a t io n  
to g i v e  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  th e  a p p o in tm en t  o f  a r e p la c e m e n t  
fo r  P o in s e t t .  B ut s u c h  ca u t io n  w a s  not fo l lo w e d ,  fo r  a s  e a r l y  a s
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O ctob er  1829, p r io r  to P o in s e t t ' s  r e c a l l ,  J a c k s o n  had d e c id e d  
to appoint h is  fr ien d , A nthony B u t le r ,  to  th at p ost .  M o r e o v e r ,  
as  fa te ,  or  ch a n ce , w o u ld  have  it, e v e n ts  in M e x ic o  fo l lo w e d  
su ch  a c o u r s e  that b y  Jan u ary  1830, A la m a n  once  m o r e  w a s  in  
the p o s i t io n  of F o r e ig n  S e c r e t a r y .
In th e  c o n fu s io n  o f M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c s  a t  the end of 1829, 
G u e r r e r o  found h i m s e l f  co n fro n ted  w ith  s e v e r a l  r e v o l t s .  On 
D e c e m b e r  23, led  by the V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  A n a s ta s io  B u s ta m a n te ,  
the a r m y  r o s e  up a g a in s t  the P r e s id e n t .  Supporting  B u sta m a n te  
w as the a fo r e m e n t io n e d  tr iu m v e r a te  c o m p o s e d  of V e le z ,  Q uintanar, 
and A la m a n , P r io r  to  the d e c la r a t io n  of th is  poder e je c u t iv o  on  
b eh a lf  of B u s ta m a n te ,  G u e r r e r o  r e q u e s t e d  that A la m a n  g o  to  
P u eb la  and co n fer  w ith  the V ic e  P r e s id e n t .  He s e e m e d  to  d e s ir e  
a c o m p r o m is e ,  A la m a n  a g r e e d  and w en t  to that c ity ;  h o w e v e r ,  
G u e r r e r o  a p p a ren tly  had s e c o n d  thoughts and s e n t  a l e t t e r  to  
A la m a n . The c o n s e r v a t iv e  le a d e r  w a s  in fo r m e d  that h is  
s e r v i c e s  w ould  not be  n eed ed  a fter  a l l .  G u e r r e r o  th en  a t tem p ted  
to r e s i s t  B u s ta m a n te 's  u n d ertak in g . He l e f t  the e x e c u t iv e  o ff ice  
under the co n tr o l  o f  B o c a n e g r a  and m a r c h e d  sou th w ard  to  
confront the V ice  P r e s id e n t .  The d e c la r a t io n  by V e le z ,  Q uintanar, 
and A la m a n  w as  i s s u e d  in  h is  a b s e n c e  f r o m  the ca p ita l ,  and th is  
su p p ort fo r  B u sta m a n te  u n d erm in ed  G u e r r e r o .  The P r e s id e n t
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f l e d  to  th e  so u th . On J a n u a r y  1, 1830, B u s t a m a n t e  a s s u m e d  th e  
o f f i c e  o f  the p r e s i d e n c y  b y  v ir t u e  o f  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  v a r io u s  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  in  M e x i c o - - t h e  c l e r g y ,  th e  w e l l - t o - d o ,  
th e  a r m y ,  and p o w e r f u l  in d iv id u a l  l e a d e r s  s u c h  a s  A la m a n .  1
B u s t a m a n t e ' s  s e i z u r e  o f  th e  M e x ic a n  p r e s i d e n c y  a p p a r e n t ly  
did n o t  c o n c e r n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t .  P r e s i d e n t  J a c k s o n  
s e e m e d  to  h a v e  no e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r e s t  in  a f f a i r s  in  M e x ic o  b e y o n d  
th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  T e x a s .  P o i n s e t t ’s f a i l u r e  had  l e f t  h im  u n ­
d e t e r r e d ,  and h e  d id  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  the r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  A la m a n 's  
a c t i o n s  in  d e a l in g  w i th  th e  A d a m s  a d m in i s t r a t io n .  J a c k s o n  w a s  
c o n v in c e d  th at T e x a s  c o u ld  b e  a t ta in e d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  o p p o ­
s i t i o n  o f  s u c h  m e n  a s  A la m a n .  H e b e l i e v e d  th a t  B u t le r  w a s  an  
e x p e r t  on  th e  T e x a s  s i tu a t io n ,  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  o n ly  b a s i s  fo r  s u c h  
b e l i e f  w a s  B u t l e r ' s  o w n  a s s u r a n c e  o f h i s  a b i l i t y  and k n o w le d g e .  
W ith in  a  s h o r t  t im e ,  J a c k s o n  w o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d  s o m e t h in g  o f  th e  
p r o b l e m  w h ic h  h a d  c o n fr o n t e d  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  H o w e v e r ,  at th e
^ Z a m a c o i s ,  H i s t o r i a  de  M e x i c o , XI, 8 2 3 -8 2 4 ;  A la m a n ,  D o c u -  
m e n t o s  d i v e r s o s ,  III, 513; V a la d e s ,  A la m a n ,  2 3 9 - 2 4 0 .  A n th o n y  
B u t le r ,  who a r r i v e d  in  M e x ic o  C ity  in  D e c e m b e r  1 8 29 , r e p o r t e d  
t h e s e  e v e n t s  to  th e  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t .  I t  w a s  h i s  b e l i e f  th a t  the  
o v e r t h r o w  of G u e r r e r o  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d ,  bu t th e  P r e s i ­
d en t f a i l e d  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  to  c r u s h  th e  
r e b e l l i o u s  f o r c e s .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  " a b an d on ed  th e  a r m y ,  r e t i r e d  to  
h is  E s t a t e ,  and th e  w h o le  p o w e r  o f G o v e r n m e n t  i s  now  in  th e  h a n d s  
o f  h i s  A d v e r s a r i e s .  11 N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t ,  o f  S ta te  MSS,
R G  59 , D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  to  V a n  B u r e n ,  
D e c e m b e r  31 , 1 8 29 , V .
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end of 1829 the A m e r i c a n  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  c o n f id en t  th at B u t le r  
w o u ld  be s u c c e s s f u l  in  h i s  m i s s i o n .  A n d  s o  the r e a p p o in tm e n t  
o f  A la m a n  b y  B u s ta m a n te  a s  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s  w a s  
not v ie w e d  i n  W a sh in g to n  a s  a  bad o m e n .
The e n tr a n c e  of B u s ta m a n te  in to  M e x ic o  C ity  o n  J a n u a ry  1 
w a s  a c o u p  f o r  the c o n s e r v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t  e l e m e n t s .  U n ti l  h is  
a c tu a l  a s s u m p t i o n  of p o w e r ,  the t h r e e - m a n  p o d er  e j e c u t iv o  
m a in ta in e d  c o n t r o l  fo r  h im .  A la m a n  w a s  the c e n te r  o f  th is  
in t e r im  b o d y  o f  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  and h e  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  h is  
p e e r s  to  b e  th e  m o s t  in f lu e n t ia l  m a n  in  the c o u n try .  ^ U pon h is  
a r r iv a l  in  th e  c a p ita l ,  B u s ta m a n te  u n d e r to o k  the f o r m a t io n  of  
h is  g o v e r n m e n t .  In v ie w  o f  A la m a n 's  r e p u ta t io n ,  th e r e  w a s  no  
e le m e n t  o f  s u r p r i s e  to th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  that he w o u ld  b e c o m e  
M in is te r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  fo r  the fo u r th  t im e  s in c e  th e  
c r e a t io n  o f th e  in d ep en d en t  nation . T h is  a p p o in tm en t  w a s  m a d e  
on J a n u a ry  4 , and A la m a n  a g a in  a s s u m e d  a m a jo r  r o le  in  the
^ V a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 2 4 0 .  B u t le r  in f o r m e d  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  
th at "the p e r s o n s  now in  p o w e r  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  d e v o te d  to  
B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s ,  and h o s t i l e  a s  w e l l  to w a r d s  our p e o p le  as  
to  our G o v e r n m e n t ,  a  h o s t i l i t y  d o u b t le s s  e x a s p e r a t e d  by  the  
c o l l i s i o n s  th a t  h ave  ta k e n  p la c e  b e t w e e n  our la te  m i n i s t e r  and  
s o m e  o f th e  l e a d e r s  of th a t  p a r ty  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  p a s t  tw o  
y e a r s ,  " N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t, o f  S ta te  MSS, RG  59> D ip ­
lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  to  V an  B u r en ,  D e c e m b e r  
31, 1829, V . " P e r s o n s  . . .  in  p o w e r "  u n d ou b ted ly  w a s  a  
r e f e r e n c e  to  A la m a n .
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O
g o v e r n m e n t  of M e x ic o ,  J
W hen A la m a n  r e s u m e d  c o n t r o l  of M e x ic o ' s  f o r e ig n  and  
in t e r n a l  a f f a ir s ,  h i s  s i tu a t io n  h ad  c h a n g e d  to  a  la r g e  e x te n t  
a s  c o m p a r e d  w ith  h i s  e a r l i e r  t e n u r e s .  In  th o s e  p r e v io u s  m i n ­
i s t r i e s ,  to  be s u r e ,  A la m a n  w ie ld e d  p o w e r  and w a s  in f lu e n t ia l .  
A s B u s ta m a n te ' s  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  M in i s t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  
J an u ary  1830 he u n q u e s t io n a b ly  w a s  the m o s t  p o w e r fu l  m a n  
w ith in  the M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  s p e c t r u m .  B u s ta m a n te  d e f e r r e d  
to  A la m a n ,  for  h e  r e a l i z e d  th a t  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  l e a d e r  w a s  
r e s p o n s ib l e  for h i s  s u c c e s s  in  g a in in g  the  p r e s id e n c y ,  V ^ lez  
and Q uintanar w e r e  unknow n q u a n t i t ie s  w h e n  the p o d er  e j e c u t iv o  
w a s  f o r m e d .  I t  i s  doubtfu l th a t  th ey  c o u ld  h a v e  m u s t e r e d  
en ou gh  su p p o rt  fo r  B u s ta m a n te  to o v e r t h r o w  G u e r r e r o .  But  
A la m a n 's  p r e s e n c e  o n  the t r iu m v e r a t e  a t t r a c t e d  the b a c k in g  
of th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  th at  
B u s ta m a n te  g a in e d  enough  m o m e n tu m  to  o u s t  G u e r r e r o .  
B u s ta m a n te  w a s  th u s  a w a r e  o f  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s ,  
as  w e l l  a s  o f  the im p o r t a n c e  o f  A la m a n 's  p r e s e n c e  in  h is  
g o v e r n m e n t .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  fo r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  A la m a n
^ V a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 245; Z a m a c o i s ,  H i s t o r ia  d e  M e x ic o ,
XI, 8 3 0 -8 3 1 .  S e e  B u t l e r ' s  l e t t e r  of J a n u a ry  5, 1830, to Van  
B u r e n  in  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t ,  o f  S ta te  MSS, R.G 59, D ip ­
lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  V , fo r  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
A la m a n 's  a p p o in tm en t .
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w a s  p r e s e n te d  a c a r t e  b lan ch e  fo r  h is  a c t i v i t i e s .  It g o e s  w ithout  
sa y in g  that he  took  fu l l  advan tage  of th is  w in d fa ll .
In th is  p o s i t io n  of p ow er  h e  now o ccu p ied , A la m a n  u n d e r ­
took , a s  noted  in e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s io n ,  a r e c o n s tr u c t io n  of the  
M ex ic a n  p o l i t ic a l  e d i f i c e .  In th e  w o r d s  of an e m in e n t  M ex ic a n  
o b s e r v e r ,  th is  w a s  a p e r io d  of h op e . B u s ta m a n te  w as  P r e s id e n t  
of the R ep u b lic ,  but that p o s i t io n  sh ou ld  have b e e n  o ccu p ied ,  
in  that w r i t e r ' s  op in ion , by A lam an : "Es c la r o  que e l  p r e s i -
dente debio  s e r  A la m a n . M He w a s  e m in e n t ly  q u a lif ie d  fo r  su c h  
o f f ic e  a s  a t t e s t e d  by h is  e a r l i e r  s e r v i c e  to M e x ic o .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
feu s ta m a n te 's  a d m in is t r a t io n  w a s  h o n o ra b le ;  in d eed , he h i m s e l f  
w a s  a m o r e  c u l tu r e d  in d iv id u a l than u su a l  w h en  c o m p a r e d  to 
o th er  g e n e r a ls  of the t im e .  ^
But it  w a s  A la m a n , not the P r e s id e n t ,  who c o n tr o l le d  
M e x ic o 's  a f f a ir s  fo r  the n ex t tw o  y e a r s .  T h is  fa c t  boded i l l  
fo r  the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e rn m e n t ,  w h ich  did  not change i t s  
s tr a te g y  in d ea lin g  w ith  an a lr e a d y  s u s p ic io u s  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  A la m a n  w a s  c o g n iza n t  of th is  s itu a t ion , and m o s t  o f  h is  
p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i ty  d u rin g  the p e r io d  o f  the B u sta m a n te  a d m in is t r a 1 
t io n  w a s  u n d erta k en  w ith  th is  in  m in d .
^ V a sco n ce lo s ,  B re v e  h is to r ia  de M exico, 316-317 .
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A  c o n te m p o r a r y  o b s e r v e r  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  w o n d e r e d  if  
A la m a n  a c tu a l ly  d e s i r e d  to  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  the a f f a i r s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  o n c e  againj fo r  it  w a s  b e l i e v e d  that o n ly  th e  s u p ­
p l i c a t io n  of B u s ta m a n te  had  p e r s u a d e d  h im  to  f o r s a k e  c o m p le t e  
in v o lv e m e n t  in  the in d u s t r ia l i z a t io n  e f fo r t  u n d erw a y  in  the  
c o u n try .  5 W h en  v ie w e d  in  r e t r o s p e c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  doubtfu l  
th at A la m a n 's  d e c i s i o n  r e q u ir e d  any s e r i o u s  c o n te m p la t io n .
H is  v ig o r  in  c a r r y in g  out v a r io u s  p r o g r a m s  a s  de fa c to  r u le r  
of M e x ic o  b e t w e e n  1830 and 1832 w o u ld  s e e m  to  c o n tr a d ic t  any  
c o n te n t io n  th at h e  r e s u m e d  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e  r e lu c ta n t ly .
On the o th e r  hand, he w a s  w e l l  a w a r e  of the d i f f ic u l t  
s i tu a t io n  w h ic h  co n fr o n ted  th e  new g o v e r n m e n t ,  and he c o u ld  
a f f o r d  to h a r b o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  about the t a s k s  ah ead . T he  
M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in  1830 w a s  o m in o u s .  C iv i l  w a r  
h ad  r e n t  the n a t io n  a s u n d e r ,  an d  in  and a r o u n d  the c a p ita l  
t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  p u b lic  c o n f id e n c e  in  the n a t io n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  
G u e r r e r o  a f t e r  f l e e in g  to  th e  so u th  h ad  v o w e d  to take up a r m s  
a g a in s t  the B u s ta m a n te  r e g i m e .  Santa  A nn a, of la te  th e  a r b i te r  
i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  and the h e r o  o f  V e r a  C ru z  w ho h ad  d e fe a te d  
the  S p a n ia r d s ,  r e m a in e d  u n c o m m it t e d  to  a n y  s p e c i f i c  p a r ty  or
^Robinson, M exico  and H er M ilitary  C h iefta in s ,  270.
grou p . T he f in a n c ia l  s i tu a t io n  w as  g r im ,  for  the n a t ion a l  
t r e a s u r y  w a s  a lm o s t  e m p ty .  To m a k e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  the  
c o m m o n  p eo p le  w e r e  u n fa ir ly  taxed, a lth o u g h  r a r e l y  d id  m o r e  
than o n e - te n th  of the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  r e a c h  the n a t io n a l  
c o f f e r s .  A  m a n  of l e s s e r  a b il i ty  w o u ld  not have r e l i s h e d  
d ea lin g  w ith  su ch  a p a n o ra m a  of d is o r d e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  A la m a n  
p o s s e s s e d  an  abundance o f  s e l f - c o n f id e n c e  and w a s  a b le ,  He  
sh o w ed  no r e lu c ta n c e  to  a t tem p t  to c u r e  M e x ic o 's  i l l s .  6
It w a s  A la m a n 's  d e s i r e  to s ta b i l i z e  the M ex ic a n  e co n o m y  
and the p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n .  He w as  d e te r m in e d  to m a k e  M e x ic o  
s tro n g , and he w a s  r e a d y  to  em p lo y  w h a te v e r  m e a n s  n e c e s s a r y  
to  do th is .  Of one th ing he w a s  c o n v in c e d .  M e x ic o 's  fu ture  in  
f o r e ig n  r e la t io n s  lay  w ith  E u rop e , not w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s .
He had w i t n e s s e d  enough o f what he c o n s id e r e d  the d u p lic ity  
of the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  in  h is  d e a l in g s  w ith  P o in s e t t  
to  co n c lu d e  that a m ic a b le  in terch a n g e  w ith  that n a t ion  w as  
u n r e a l i s t i c .  H is y e a r s  in  E urope  im b u e d  h im  w ith  a  E uropean ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  B r i t is h ,  ou t look , and he w a s  not at a l l  h e s i ta n t  
to  b ind h is  n ation  c l o s e l y  to G reat B r i ta in .  T h is  he  had  
attem p ted  to  do in  the y e a r s  b e tw een  1823 and 1830.
6 lb id . , 270-271 , 273 .
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A lthough th e  U nited  S ta te s  cou ld  not b e  ig n o r e d ,  i f  that  
c o u n try  w as  m a d e  to r e a l i z e  that i t s  e n d e a v o r s  w e r e  in  vain ,  
i t  m o r e  than l ik e ly  w o u ld  b e c o m e  l e s s  p e r s i s t e n t  in  i t s  e f fo r ts  
to  c o m p r o m is e ,  in  A la m a n 's  opin ion , the M ex ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t  
and nation. I t  w a s  not out of co n te x t  w ith  h is  p la n s ,  th e r e fo r e ,  
th a t  he c o n ta c te d  the B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  in  the e a r ly  p art of  
1830 c o n c er n in g  the f e a s ib i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  a  m o n a rc h y  in  
M ex ic o .  If th is  w e r e  done, the c o u n try  co u ld  d e v e lo p  an e c o ­
n o m ic  and in d u s tr ia l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  w h ile  dep en d in g  upon  
s o m e  E u ro p ea n  nation  fo r  d ip lo m a tic  g u id an ce  and p ro te c t io n .  
A la m a n  le t  i t  b e  known am on g  B r i t i s h  o f f ic ia l s  that any  E u ro p ea n  
p r in c e  e x c e p t  a S p a n ish  B ou rb on  cou ld  g a in  su p p o rt  in  M ex ico  
i f  a m o n a rch y  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  ^
A la m a n  d id  not e x p r e s s  such  s e n t im e n t s  on th is  s u b je c t  in  
h is  in fo rm a l w r i t in g s ,  w h ich  m ig h t  h ave  sh ed  m o r e  l ig h t  on h is  
th oughts. ® W h a tev er  the c a s e ,  i t  i s  o b v io u s  that h i s  s u g g e s t io n
^Rippy, R iv a lr y  of the U nited  S ta te s  and G r ea t  B r i ta in , 301.
SOne of th e  m a jo r  p r o b le m s  co n fro n tin g  th is  w r i t e r  in h is  
r e s e a r c h  on A la m a n  w a s  the la ck  of p r iv a te ,  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e ­
sp on d en ce  to and fr o m  h im  a p rop os  th is  to p ic .  W hile  in M e x ic o  
C ity  I a ttem p te d  to  d i s c o v e r  if  th er e  m ig h t  be A la m a n  d ia r ie s  
o r  p a p ers  in  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  of h is  d e s c e n d a n ts  or o th e r s .  W ith  
th e  h e lp  of M is s  G lo r ia  G r a ja le s ,  M a n u sc r ip t  C u rator  of the 
B ib l io te c a  N a c io n a l ,  s e v e r a l  d ays w e r e  sp en t te lep h on in g  
s c h o la r s  and a r c h iv i s t s ,  none of w h o m  b e l i e v e d  that su ch
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d id  n o t  g e n e r a t e  e n t h u s i a s m  a m o n g  the B r i t i s h .  N o  s u c h  p la n  
w a s  p u r s u e d  fu r th e r ,  a l th o u g h  he c o n t in u e d  to  th in k  a lo n g  t h e s e  
l i n e s  an d  w o u ld  la t e r  r e v i v e  th e  m o n a r c h i c a l  id e a  d u r in g  the w a r  
w it h  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  F o r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  h e  had  to  a c c e p t  the  
M e x ic a n  s i t u a t io n  of r e p u b l i c a n  in d e p e n d e n c e  an d  h a d  to  w o r k  
w ith in  th a t  f r a m e w o r k .
D u r in g  th is  p e r io d  o f  h i s  c o n tr o l ,  A la m a n  in a u g u r a te d  h is  
p la n  to c r e a t e  an  i n d u s t r ia l  n a t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  c o m p a r e  w ith  
t h o s e  of E u r o p e .  It w a s  a t  th is  t im e  th a t  he c r e a t e d  th e  B a n c o  
de A v io  to  p r o m o t e  m a n u f a c t u r in g .  M a c h in e r y  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  
f r o m  E u r o p e ,  th en  le a n e d  w ith o u t  c o s t  to  w o u ld - b e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  
T he r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  w e r e  m e n t io n e d  in  a p r e v io u s  c h a p t e r .
p a p e r s  a r e  k n o w n  to e x i s t .  A la m a n  s e e m e d  in t e n t  u p o n  r e ­
m a in in g  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n o b t r u s iv e  th ro u g h o u t  h i s  lo n g  c a r e e r .
T o  b e  s u r e ,  th e r e  i s  a n  a b u n d a n ce  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o n  m a n y  
f a c t o r s  c o n c e r n in g  e c o n o m i c  m a t t e r s ,  an d  e v e n  i n t e r n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  in  the C o l e c c i o n  L a fr a g u a  o f th e  B i b l io t e c a  
N a c io n a l  an d  in  the L a t in  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  A u s t in ,  H o w e v e r ,  o n  s u c h  q u e s t io n s  a s  t h o s e  
c o n c e r n in g  a  E u r o p e a n  m o n a r c h  or h i s  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  the U n ite d  
S t a t e s ,  h e  r e m a in e d  t a c i t u r n  in  h is  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
M a n u s c r ip t  h o ld in g s  in  th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s  w e r e  e x a m in e d  
e x t e n s i v e l y ,  and  A la m a n  i s  m e n t io n e d  o f te n .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  i s  
a v a i la b le  m u c h  of h is  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  in  th e  d ip lo m a t i c  d e s ­
p a t c h e s .  T h e  p r o b le m  r e m a i n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  t h i s  c o r r e ­
s p o n d e n c e  i s  o f  a f o r m a l ,  im p e r s o n a l ,  a n d  q u ite  p r o p e r  n a tu r e ,  
r e v e a l in g  l i t t l e  of the m a n  h i m s e l f .
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M e x ic o  n e v e r t h e le s s  r e a c h e d  its  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  t im e s  during  
th is s h o r t  span, and it  h a s  b e e n  co n ten d ed  that su c h  p r o s p e r i t y  
m ig h t  h a v e  con tin u ed  i f  Santa Anna had not in t e r f e r e d  in  1832  
by o v er tu rn in g  the B u sta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t .  A la m a n 1 s a b i l i ty  
w as u n q u est io n a b le ,  but h is  m e th o d s  le f t  so m e th in g  to  be  
d e s ir e d .  9
In  h is  e f fo r ts  to im p r o v e  M e x ic o 's  e c o n o m ic  and p o l i t ic a l  
a f f a ir s ,  A la m a n  kept in  m in d  the u n d er ly in g  n eed  for  s e l f -  
s u f f i c ie n c y .  P a r a m o u n t am on g  the r e a s o n s  fo r  the n eed  of 
M e x ic a n  s tren g th , in  h is  v ie w , w a s  the th r e a t  o f  U nited  S ta te s  
in t e r f e r e n c e  in  M ex ic a n  a f f a ir s .  S in ce  the d ep a r tu re  o f  P o in s e t t  
in  e a r ly  January, A la m a n  d i s c e r n e d  no ch an ge  of d ip lo m a tic  
in ten t on the p a r t  of the U nited  S t a te s .  In fa c t ,  P o in s e t t ' s  
s u c c e s s o r  w a s  a m a n  e v e n  m o r e  rep u gn an t to h im . It w a s  
ob v iou s  to the M ex ic a n  m in i s t e r  that the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n ­
m en t , r a th e r  than a ttem p tin g  to d e m o n s tr a te  a  s i n c e r e  good  
w i l l  to w a rd  h is  nation, w a s  now r e v e a l in g  i t s  tru e  in ten t io n s .  
M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  to b e  a b so r b e d  into  the t e r r i t o r i a l  U n ited  
S ta te s  by  any m e a n s  p o s s ib le ,
B u t le r ' s  p e r s o n a l i ty  and d e s ig n s  s e e m e d  to  c o n f ir m
^Robinson, M exico  and Her M ilitary  C hiefta ins, 27 7 -2 7 8 .
A la m a n 's  s u s p ic io n s  b e y o n d  doubt. He p o s s e s s e d  no q u a l i ­
f i c a t io n s  fo r  the p o s t  to  w h ic h  he w a s  a p p o in te d  e x c e p t  th at he  
w a s  a c q u a in te d  w ith  T e x a s  and w a s  a  p e r s o n a l  f r ie n d  o f P r e s i ­
dent J a c k s o n .  He w a s  in t e m p e r a t e  and u n d ip lo m a t ic .  H e had  
no u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  o f f i c ia l  p r o c e d u r e  and p r o to c o l .  In th e  
o p in io n  o f  a le a d in g  a u th o r ity  on  th is  su b je c t ,  B u t le r  w a s  u n ­
q u e s t io n a b ly  "a n a t io n a l  d i s g r a c e .  He w a s  s in c e r e  in  h is
e f f o r t s ,  an d  he m o r e  th an  l ik e ly  b e l i e v e d  th at h i s  u n d erta k in g  
w a s  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  h i s  c o u n try . In  fa c t ,  the fa i lu r e  o f  B u t l e r ' s  
m i s s i o n  w a s  m o r e  th e  fa u lt  o f  J a c k s o n  for  a p p o in tin g  h im .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  B u t l e r ' s  p r e s e n c e  in  M e x ic o  fo r  s i x  y e a r s  d id  
n oth ing  to  e n h a n ce  M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s .
J a c k s o n  m a d e  th e  d e c i s i o n  to s e n d  B u t le r  to  M e x ic o  e v e n  
b e fo r e  P o i n s e t t  a n n o u n ced  h is  d e s i r e  to r e s i g n .  It w a s  g e n e r a l l y  
a c k n o w le d g e d  by  th e  s u m m e r  o f 1829 that P o i n s e t t  c o u ld  a c h ie v e  
noth ing  a s  the U n ited  S ta te s  m i n i s t e r  in  M e x ic o .  P r e s i d e n t  
J a c k s o n  d e c id e d  to r e c a l l  h im , an d  in  O c to b e r  h e  s o  in f o r m e d  
B u t le r ,  In a l e t t e r  to  h is  fr ie n d ,  the P r e s i d e n t  n oted  the  
p r o b le m s  w h ic h  P o i n s e t t  had f a c e d  du rin g  h i s  r e s id e n c e  in
lO Sm ith , W ar w ith  M e x ic o , I, 62 . W ith  th is  c o n c lu s io n  
m o s t  h i s t o r ia n s  who h a v e  d e a lt  w ith  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  a g r e e .  
S e v e r a l  a m o n g  th o s e  w ho  h a v e  e x c o r ia t e d  B u t le r  a r e  V a la d e s ,  
John S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t ,  R ippy, and  J e s s e  S . R e e v e s .
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M e x ic o .  B e c a u s e  P o in s e t t  w a s  c o n fr o n te d  w ith  g r o w in g  M ex ic a n  
h o s t i l i t y ,  and  b e c a u s e  he  h a d  b e e n  t r e a t e d  "with g r e a t  in d e c o r u m , " 
J a c k s o n  h ad  r e a c h e d  a d e c i s io n :  "we h a v e  d e te r m in e d  to  r e c a l l  
h im .  . . . "  B u t le r  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  to  c o n v e y  the f e e l i n g s  of the 
P r e s i d e n t  to P o i n s e t t ,  and i f  th e  la t t e r  a g r e e d  to  g iv e  u p  h is  m i s ­
s io n ,  B u t le r  w a s  to  r e p la c e  h im .  P o i n s e t t  w o u ld  b e  in s t r u c t e d  
to  "hand yo u  a  c o m m i s s i o n  of c h a r g e  de a f f a i r s  w ith  f u l l  p o w e r s  
to  c o n c lu d e ,  w ith  the G ovt of M e x ic o ,  A  T r e a t y  of C o m m e r c e ,  
and a l s o  one o f L im i t s ,  a c c o r d in g  to the in s tr u c t io n s  to  Mr  
P o in s e t t ,  by  w h ic h  yo u  w i l l  b e  g o v e r n e d .
A fte r  in fo r m in g  B u t le r  that h e  w a s  to  r e p la c e  P o i n s e t t ,
J a c k s o n  p r o c e e d e d  to  g iv e  h i s  f r ie n d  in s t r u c t io n s  w h ic h  h e  thought  
w o u ld  b r in g  ab ou t s u c c e s s  in  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  H is  a d v ic e ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e v e a le d  th at JackBon w a s  a s  n a iv e  
in  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  M e x ic a n  s i tu a t io n  a s  w a s  the m a n  to  w h o m  he  
a d d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f .  J a c k s o n  w a r n e d  h is  a p p o in te e  that
W ith  t h e .M in i s t e r  of F o r e i g n  r e la t io n s  you  
m u s t  r e m e b e r  f s i c j , y o u  w i l l  be  o b l id g e d  / s ic 7  
to n e g o t ia t e ,  and, I n  o r d e r  to  w in  and r e t a in  His 
good  g r a c e s ,  th a t  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  study  
th e  c h a r a c t e r  and the in f lu e n c e  o f th e  m in o r i ty ,  
w h ic h  h e  i s  u n d e r s to o d  to  d ir e c t .  L e t  a  l i s t e n in g  
e a r ,  a  s i l e n t  ton gue  and  a  s t e d f a s t  / s i c /  h e a r t ,
H  A n th on y  B u t le r  P a p e r s ,  U n iv e r s i t y  of T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,
A u s t in ,  J a c k s o n  to B u t le r ,  O c to b e r  10, 1 8 2 9 .
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th e  t h r e e  j e w e l s  of w is d o m ,  g u a rd  e v e r y  a d v a n ce  
w h ic h  yo u  m a k e  on  the s u b je c t  o f  T e x a s . The  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f th at t e r r i t o r y  i s  b e c o m in g  e v e r y  
day a n  o b jec t  of m o r e  im p o r t a n c e  to u s .  . . . 1 2
J a c k s o n  e v id e n t ly  had le a r n e d  nothing f r o m  P o i n s e t t ' s  e x p e r ­
ie n c e  in  M e x ic o .  P r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  a c q u ia i t io n  o f  T e x a s ,  
the P r e s i d e n t  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  th at a  c a r e f u l  a p p r o a c h  on the 
q u e s t io n  of th e  d isp u te d  a r e a  w o u ld  s u f f i c e .  B u t le r  w a s  not a 
m a n  to c a r r y  out s u c h  a  m i s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  m u c h  l e s s  to  c o n ­
v in ce  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  of the s i n c e r i t y  o f  th e  A m e r i c a n  
p o s it io n .  Had he done s o  in te n t io n a l ly ,  J a c k s o n  c o u ld  not have  
a p p o in ted  a  m o r e  q u a l i f ie d  en voy  in s o f a r  a s  A la m a n  w a s  c o n ­
c e r n e d .  In o th er  w o r d s ,  B u t le r  w a s  in c o m p e te n t .  B u t  su c h  
in c o m p e t e n c e  w as  not y e t  o b v io u s ,  and B u t le r  and J a c k s o n  
c o n tin u ed  to  fo r m u la te  a  p la n  for  the a c q u is i t i o n  o f  T e x a s .
L a te r  in  that s a m e  m o n th  J a c k s o n  p en n ed  a c o n f id e n t ia l  
note  to  h i s  n e w ly -a p p o in te d  m i n i s t e r  c o n c e r n in g  th e  s i g n i f i ­
c a n c e  of h is  u p co m in g  m i s s i o n .  A g a in ,  the th e m e  o f  the  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  m e s s a g e  w a s  T e x a s :  " . . .  I co n fid e  m u c h  in
you / s i c /  a b i l i ty  to c o n d u c t  the  n e g o t ia t io n  fo r  th e  p u r c h a s e  
o f  T e x a s ,  w h ic h  i s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  h a r m o n y  and  p e a c e  
of the tw o  r e p u b l ic s .  11 In  J a c k s o n 's  op in io n , T e x a s  w a s
12jbid.
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im p o r ta n t  not on ly  fo r  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x p a n s e  but a l s o  fo r  its  
p o l i t ic a l  im p l ic a t io n s .  " U n le s s  w e obtain  th at t e r r i t o r y  w e  
s h a l l  be  in  c o n s ta n t  danger o f the je a lo u s y  w h ich  the n a tu re  of 
i t s  p op ula tion  is  s o  w e l l  c a lc u la te d  to c r e a t e .  " J a c k so n , it 
w o u ld  s e e m ,  w as  c o n c e r n e d  that th is  o u t lo o k  am ong T e x a n s  w ould  
c a u s e  th em  to ". . . m ake an e f fo r t  to s e t  up a f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  
the m o m e n t  th ey  have  the p o w e r ,  and w e s h a l l  be c h a r g e d  w ith  
aid ing  th is  m o v e m e n t  altho a l l  our c o n s t itu t io n a l  p o w e r s  m a y  
be e m p lo y e d  to p r e v e n t  it.
T h is  v iew p o in t  on  the p a r t  of the A m e r ic a n  P r e s id e n t  
p r e s e n t e d  a new t w is t  to the U nited  S ta tes  ra t io n a le  fo r  s e iz in g  
T e x a s .  J a c k so n  r e a s o n e d  that T ex a s  sh o u ld  be under the c o n ­
s t i tu t io n a l  co n tr o l  of the U n ited  S ta tes  in a s m u c h  a s  i t s  p o p ­
u la t io n  tend ed  to w a rd  u p r is in g .  If T ex a s  w a s  part o f  M e x ic o  
and the p eop le  r e b e l l e d ,  the U n ited  S ta tes  g o v e rn m e n t  w o u ld  
find i t s e l f  on the h o rn s  of a d i le m m a . B e c a u s e  the m a j o r i t y  
of the T ex a s  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  f r o m  the U n ited  S ta te s ,  th e r e  w ould  
e x i s t  a fe e l in g  that th ey  sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  h e lp  fro m  th e ir  k in s m e n  
in the ev en t  of s o m e  m o v e  to w a rd  m o r e  fr e e d o m . At the sa m e  
t im e ,  le g a l ly  t h e s e  p eop le  w e r e  c i t i z e n s  o f M ex ico ,  an d  o f f ic ia l
l^ ib id . , Jack son  to B utler , October 19, 1829.
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U n ited  S ta te s  su p p o rt  of th is  a r e a  cou ld  be c o n s tr u e d  by the  
M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  u n w a rra n ted  in t e r fe r e n c e .  To a d e g r e e ,  
then, J a ck so n  and A la m a n  v ie w e d  th eT e x a s  s i tu a t io n  in  the sa m e  
l ig h t .  The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e m  w as  in  how e a ch  w o u ld  go  
about a ttem p tin g  to  s e t t l e  the p r o b le m .
In M ex ico  the a c t io n s  of the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  
c l o s e l y  o b s e r v e d .  Throughout N o v e m b e r  1829, no m o v e  w a s  
m ad e by e ith er  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n c e r n in g  n e g o t ia t io n s .  P r e s id e n t  
J a c k so n ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f State V an  B uren , and B u tler  contin ued  to  
plan  a p o l ic y  for  the p u rch a se  o f  T e x a s ,  though it r e m a in e d  m o re  
or l e s s  the s a m e  a s  that w h ich  V a n  B u ren  p r e s e n t e d  to P o in s e t t  
in A u g u st .  M ex ic a n  a ffa ir s  w e r e  d is o r g a n iz e d  in  v iew  o f  the  
im p en d in g  c la s h  b e tw e e n  G u e r r e r o  and B u s ta m a n te .  It w a s  not 
un til  the end of D e c e m b e r  that c o n ta c t  b e tw e en  the two g o v e r n ­
m e n ts  a g a in  o c c u r r e d .
On C h r is tm a s  D ay, P o in s e t t  m e t  w ith  V e le z ,  Q uintanar,  
and A la m a n  at the P a la c io  N a c io n a l .  He had r e q u e s t e d  h is  
p a s s p o r t  two d ays b e fo r e ,  and th is  m e e t in g  w a s  a fo r m a l  one  
for th e  p u rp ose  of ack n ow led g in g  h is  r e s ig n a t io n .  A p p aren tly  
the g a th er in g  w a s  c o rd ia l ,  and fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  P o in s e t t  and  
A la m a n , no lo n g e r  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  v ie w e d  one a n o th er  a lm o s t  
w ith  a fe e l in g  of a d m ira t io n .  It w a s  noted by th is  in t e r im  M ex ic a n
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g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  P o i n s e t t  w a s  a  w i s e  m a n , th o u g h  h is  o u t lo o k s  
w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  u n h ea lth y  fo r  M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s .  14
P o in s e t t  to o k  h is  l e a v e  of the th r e e  M e x ic a n  o f f i c ia l s ,  and  
a s  a p r iv a te  c i t i z e n  m a d e  p r e p a r a t io n s  fo r  th e  r e t u r n  to the  
U n ited  S t a te s .  A ls o ,  he s p e n t  th e  n ex t  w e e k  b e fo r e  h i s  d e p a r tu re  
b r ie f in g  h is  r e p la c e m e n t  on  the s i tu a t io n  i n  M e x ic o  and b e t w e e n  
th e  two g o v e r n m e n t s .  B u t le r  had a r r iv e d  in  th e  c a p ita l  on  
D e c e m b e r  23, the day P o i n s e t t  r e q u e s t e d  h is  p a s s p o r t .
B u tler  c a m e  to M e x ic o  e a g e r  to u n d e r ta k e  n e g o t ia t io n s  
fo r  the p u r c h a s e  o f  T e x a s .  If th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  c a m e  in to  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f th at a r e a ,  th e r e  w a s  l i t t le  dou bt that he w o u ld  
m a k e  f in a n c ia l  g a in s  a s  a r e s u l t  of th e  s p e c u la t io n  he f o r e s a w .
T h e  s tr u g g le  b e t w e e n  G u e r r e r o  and B u s ta m a n te  w a s  u n d e rw a y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  an d  B u t le r  w a s  f o r c e d  to aw a it  th e  o u tc o m e  in  o r d e r  
to  d e te r m in e  w ith  w h o m  he w o u ld  d ea l.  F o r  th e  n ex t s i x  y e a r s  
h e  w o u ld  p u rsu e  the q u e s t io n  o f T e x a s ,  w ith o u t  ta c t  and w ith  
l i t t l e  a b i l i ty .  A s  one a u th o r ity  e x p r e s s e d  it ,  d u rin g  th is  t im e  
" B u tler  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  or r a th e r  m i s r e p r e s e n t e d ,  the U n ited  
S t a t e s .  He did not know  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  w o r d  " su b t le ,  "
1 4 y a la c le s ,  A la m a n , 270 .
l^ Joh n  S p e n c e r  B a s s e t t  in  The A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  
S ta te ,  ed. B e m i s ,  IV, 197.
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and in  th e  m in d s  o f  M e x ic a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  h e  u n w it t in g ly  c o n f i r m e d  
the c h a r g e s  w h ic h  A la m a n  h ad  l e v e l e d  a g a in s t  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  
g o v e r n m e n t .
T he c o m in g  o f  B u t le r  to  M e x ic o  put th e  T e x a s  s i t u a t io n  in to  
p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  th e  B u s t a m a n t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e r e  w a s  a  s p o i l s  
p o l i t i c ia n  w h o  w a s  s e n t  to  r e p r e s e n t  the J a c k s o n  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  
a m a n  w ho h a d  no d ip lo m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  s k i l l .  H is  on ly  
q u a l i f i c a t io n  f o r  th e  p o s t  w a s  the  f a c t  that h e  h a d  s p e c u la t e d  
in  s o m e  T e x a s  la n d s  g r a n t e d  to  A m e r i c a n s  and  c o n s i d e r e d  
h i m s e l f  a n  a u t h o r i ty  o n  th a t  a r e a .  A lth o u g h  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
doubt th a t  P o i n s e t t  h ad  c a u t io n e d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  ab ou t th e  m o o d  
o f  M e x ic a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  T e x a s  an d  la n d  a c q u i ­
s i t io n ,  B u t le r  b lu n d e r e d  in to  s u c h  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith o u t  an y  
r e s e r v a t i o n s .  ^
l^ O n e U n it e d  S t a te s  h i s t o r i a n  c o n te n d e d  th a t  B u t le r  w a s  th e  
w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  c h o ic e  f o r  th e  p o s t  in  M e x ic o .  J e s s e  S , R e e v e s ,  
o n  p a g e  67  o f  h i s  A m e r i c a n  D ip lo m a c y  U n d er  T y le r  and  P o l k  
( B a l t i m o r e ,  1907), a r g u e d  th at " B u tler  l a c k e d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  
an d  f i t n e s s  f o r  an y  p o s i t io n  of t r u s t .  N o w o r s e  s e l e c t i o n  fo r  a 
d ip lo m a t ic  p o s i t i o n  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  P o i n s e t t ,  w h o  had  
b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  c a u t io u s  ab ou t m a k in g  o v e r t u r e s  f o r  th e  c e s s i o n  
of T e x a s ,  . . . w a s  r e c a l l e d  to  m a k e  r o o m  fo r  B u t le r ,  w h o  w a s  
c h a r g e d  w i th  b e in g  a s p e c u la t o r  in  T e x a s  la n d s ,  a  g a m b le r ,  a  
d ru n k ard , an d  a  l i a r .  . . .  I t  i s  s a f e  to  s a y  th a t  B u t l e r ' s  
m i s s i o n ,  d i s c r e d i t a b l e  an d  e v e n  d i s g r a c e f u l ,  h a d  m u c h  to  do  
w it h  th e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o u r s e  of ou r  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  
M e x ic o  w h ic h  e n d e d  in  w a r .  " T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  B u t l e r ' s  r e p u ta t io n  s i n c e  th is  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  
e a r l y  p a r t  o f  th is  c e n tu r y .
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M o r e o v e r ,  i t  w a s  a t  th is  p o in t  th a t  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
w a s  a t  l a s t  a b le  to  d e v o te  u n d iv id e d  a t t e n t io n  to the T e x a s  m a t t e r .  
D u r in g  V i c t o r i a ' s  a d m in i s t r a t io n  an d  th e  u n e a s y  p e r i o d  o f  G u e r ­
r e r o ' s  p r e s i d e n c y ,  o th e r  p r e s s i n g  q u e s t io n s  p r e v e n t e d  M e x ic a n  
o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  d e v o t in g  t h e m s e l v e s  to  the p r o b le m  o f  T e x a s  a s  
th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  l ik e d .  A la m a n  in  h i s  n e g o t ia t io n s  w i t h  P o i n s e t t  
w a s  a w a r e  o f  the s e r i o u s n e s s  of th e  m a t t e r ;  s t i l l ,  h e  c a r r i e d  out  
h is  d u t ie s  w i th in  th e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  th e  V ic t o r ia  a d m in is t r a t io n .
In  1830, h o w e v e r ,  A la m a n  w a s  in  a  m o r e  a d v a n ta g e o u s  
p o s i t io n .  H e w a s  the l e a d e r  o f  th e  B u s ta m a n te  r e g i m e ,  and in  
th is  c a p a c i t y  h e  w a s  a b le  to  c a l l  the T e x a s  a f fa ir  to  th e  a t t e n t io n  
o f  th e  d i s c r i m in a t in g  g r o u p  of th e  M e x ic a n  p u b lic ,  th a t  i s ,  t h o s e  
p e o p le  w h o  c o n t r o l l e d  the p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m ic ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
a f f a i r s  of th e  c o u n t r y .  A s  a r e s u l t  of A l a m a n 1 s a c t iv i t y ,  a  
p e r io d  o f  e a s y  i n d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  r e p l a c e d  by  one o f a t t e m p te d  
r e g u la t io n  an d  c o n t r o l ,  and the s t a g e  w a s  s e t  fo r  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  
M e x ic o  an d  the  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
l ^ R i v e s ,  T h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a n d  M e x ic o  1 8 2 1 - 1 8 4 8 ,  I, 192 .  
B u t le r  in d ic a t e d  th a t  the a t t i tu d e  o f  B u s t a m a n t e ' s  C a b in e t  
m i n i s t e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  o u t lo o k s  o f  w e l l - t o - d o  e l e m e n t s  
a l ig n e d  w ith  the B r i t i s h ,  S e e  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D e p t ,  o f  
S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  
to V a n  B u r e n ,  J a n u a r y  5, 1 8 30 , V.
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In sp ite  of A la m a n 's  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
s in c e  the g r a n ts  to A u s t in  a fter  in d ep en d en ce  h ad  done nothing  
to c h e c k  the flow of A m e r ic a n  s e t t l e r s  into T e x a s .  Indeed , the  
M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  had a c tu a l ly  g r a n te d  v a r io u s  in d u c em en ts  - - 
su ch  a s  land  b o n u ses  and tax  c o n c e s s i o n s - - t o  t h e s e  p eo p le  i f  
th ey  s e t t l e d  in T e x a s .  The r a t io n a le  behind M ex ic a n  th inking  
in  th is  m a t te r  d o es  not s e e m  r e a s o n a b le ,  a lth ou gh  it  w a s  b e l ie v e d  
that su c h  a p o l ic y  w o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  a buffer  a r e a  b e tw e en  M e x ic o  
and the U nited  S t a te s .  The A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  did nothing  
e ith e r  to p r e v en t  or to  e n c o u r a g e  A m e r ic a n  s e t t l e m e n t  in  M ex ica n  
t e r r i t o r y .  ^
B y  1830, the a r r a n g e m e n t  p r o v e d  u n w ork ab le . M e x ic a n  
o f f ic ia l s  w e r e  now in  a c c o r d  w ith  A la m a n 's  w a r n in g s  of U n ited  
S ta tes  p e r f id y , and U n ited  S ta te s  p o l i t ic ia n s  g e n e r a l ly  had c o m e  
to b e l ie v e  that the a c q u is i t io n  of T e x a s  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  for  
nation a l w e l l - b e in g .  T hen  B u t le r  a r r iv e d  on the s c e n e ,  and 
A la m a n  p r o c e e d e d  w ith  h is  p lan s  to  thwart th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  in  its  a c t iv i t i e s .
W hen B u tler  w a s  f i r s t  a p p ro a c h e d  by J a c k s o n  on the 
q u e s t io n  of T e x a s ,  he m a d e  the s u g g e s t io n  th at b r ib e r y  w o u ld
l^ B e m i s ,  The L a t in - A m e r ic a n  P o l ic y  of th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  
7 6 -7 7 .
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be the m o s t  e f f e c t iv e  m e a n s  o f  a c q u ir in g  the a r e a .  J a c k s o n  did  
not a g r e e  w ith  h im . In s p ite  o f  a v a r ie t y  o f  s h o r t c o m in g s  in  h is  
c h a r a c t e r ,  J a c k s o n  w a s  not a  m a n  w ho  w o u ld  con d on e  t h is  typ e  
o f  a c t io n  in  d ip lo m a t ic  n e g o t ia t io n s  and c h id e d  B u t le r  fo r  m a k in g  
s u c h  a s u g g e s t io n .  ^  A fte r  he had c h a s t i s e d  B u t le r ,  J a c k s o n  
th en  in f o r m e d  h is  m i n i s t e r  o f  h is  ow n f e e l in g s  in  the m a t t e r .
I t  w o u ld  b e  B u t le r ' s  p r in c ip a l  m i s s i o n  to a c q u ir e  T e x a s .  A ls o ,  
he w a s  to a t te m p t  to b r in g  abou t a new  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  th e  p r o ­
v i s io n s  of the A d a m s-O n x s  T r e a ty  w h ic h  m ig h t  r e s u l t  in  th e  ga in  
of a d d it io n a l  t e r r i t o r y .  F o r  the p u r c h a s e  of T e x a s ,  B u t le r  w a s  
to  o f fer  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  $5, 000, 000,
B u t le r  s u b s e q u e n t ly  d e p a r te d  fo r  M e x ic o ,  m e t  w ith  P o in s e t t ,  
and p r e p a r e d  to n e g o t ia te  w ith  the M e x ic a n  M in is t e r  f o r  F o r e ig n  
A f f a ir s ,  a s  y e t  u n a p p o in ted . B y  J a n u a ry  1830, A la m a n  h ad  
r e c e i v e d  h is  a p p o in tm en t  to that p o s t ,  and o n c e  a g a in  the i s s u e  
of T e x a s  w a s  r a i s e d  b e tw e e n  the tw o g o v e r n m e n t s .
l^ B in k le y ,  E x p a n s io n i s t  M o v e m e n t , 14.
2 0 V a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 2 70. T h e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  r e ­
p o r te d  to th e  M e x ic a n  p e o p le  in  E l  S o l , a le a d in g  n e w sp a p e r  
in  C iudad M e x ic o ,  th ou gh  B u t le r  d en ied  th at s u c h  a r r a n g e m e n t s  
h ad  t r a n s p ir e d .  "A f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  th e  d e p a r tu r e  o f  M r.  
P o in s e t t  f r o m  th is  C a p ita l ,  th e  A m e r i c a n  C o lo n e l  B u t le r  
a r r iv e d  h e r e ,  c o m m is s io n e d ,  i t  i s  sa id ,  by  the  G o v e r n m e n t  of  
W ash in gton , to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  o u r s  fo r  the c e s s i o n  o f the  
P r o v in c e  of T e x a s ,  f o r  the s u m  of f iv e  m i l l i o n s  o f d o l l a r s .  "
E l  S o l  (C iu dad  M e x ic o ) ,  J a n u a ry  9, 1830.
205
In S e p tem b e r  1829 , the s h o r t - l i v e d  G u e r r e r o  g o v e r n m e n t  
had ta k en  a s ig n i f ic a n t  s te p  c o n c e r n in g  the p r o b le m  of T e x a s .  
U ntil th at t im e ,  N e g r o  s la v e r y  w a s  p e r m it te d  in  M ex ico ,  
although it  w a s  not w id e s p r e a d .  T hroughout m o s t  of the 
R ep u b lic ,  Indians w e r e  kept in a s ta te  of s e r fd o m  by  v ir tu e  
of the s y s t e m  of debt p eo n a g e . S u ch  w a s  not the c a s e  in  
T e x a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  and N e g r o  s la v e s  w e r e  b ro u g h t in  from  
the s o u th w e s te r n  r e g io n  of the U n ited  S ta te s ,  A s  m o r e  and  
m o r e  A m e r ic a n s  f r o m  the so u th ern  s ta te s  a r r iv e d  in  the 
p r o v in c e  of T ex a s ,  N e g r o  s la v e r y  w a s  e n c o u ra g ed .
T h en  G u e r r e r o ,  a t  the u rg in g  o f  T orn el ,  m a d e  the d e c i s i o n  
to i s s u e  a d e c r e e  of e m a n c ip a t io n .  T h is  o rd in a n ce  w as  f o r t h ­
c o m in g  on S e p tem b e r  15, 1829. T h e re  w e r e  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s  
for  th is  a c t io n  by the M ex ic a n  P r e s id e n t .  He a p p a ren t ly  b e ­
l ie v e d  th at su ch  a m o v e  w ould s h o r e  up h is  d e c l in in g  popu­
la r ity ,  w o u ld  m ak e h im  w e l l -k n o w n  abroad, e s p e c i a l l y  in  
a b o l i t io n is t - m in d e d  G r e a t  B r ita in ,  and w ould p r e v e n t  a c o n ­
tinuing in f lu x  of A m e r i c a n  s e t t l e r s  in to  T e x a s .  T o rn e l  a c te d  
to b r in g  th is  d e c r e e  ab ou t for the p u rp o se ,  a c c o r d in g  to one  
s c h o la r ,  of co n v in c in g  G u e r r e r o  th a t  in doing so  he  cou ld  
b rin g  about an end to  th e  innuendo that he and P o in s e t t  w e r e  
in  le a g u e  w ith  one a n o th e r .  The e m a n c ip a t io n  o r d e r  had no
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p a r t ic u la r  im p a c t  in  M e x ic o  a s  a  w h o le ,  but i t  c r e a t e d  a fu ro r  
n orth  of the R io  B r a v o  d e l  N o r te .  So in t e n s e  w a s  the o p p o s it io n  
o f  T e x a s  s e t t l e r s  and p r o v in c ia l  o f f i c ia l s  to th is  d e c r e e  th at on 
D e c e m b e r  2 a new  o r d e r  w a s  i s s u e d  w h ic h  e x e m p te d  the D e p a r t ­
m e n t  of T e x a s  fr o m  the e m a n c ip a t io n  ru l in g .  21 T h is  r e p r ie v e  
f r o m  m o r e  M e x ic a n  c o n tr o l  o v e r  th e ir  a f f a ir s  w a s  not e n jo y e d  
fo r  long by  the T e x a s  s e t t l e r s ,  f o r  G u e r r e r o  w a s  s o o n  r e p la c e d  
by B u s ta m a n te .  In turn , A la m a n  a s  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  
had new  p la n s  for  T e x a s ,  p lan s  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  the e m a n ­
c ip a t io n  e f fo r t  s e e m  in n o cu o u s .
In M e x ic o  C ity , a s  A la m a n  d e v i s e d  h is  s t r a t e g y  c o n c e r n in g  
T e x a s ,  B u t le r  w a ite d  im p a t ie n t ly  to b e g in  ta lk s  w ith  the M e x ic a n  
m i n i s t e r .  S in c e  h is  a r r i v a l  in  that c i ty ,  nothing h ad  t r a n s p ir e d  
b e tw e e n  the  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of th e  tw o g o v e r n m e n ts .  A s  B u t le r  
w a ite d  to b e g in  h is  d u t ie s ,  he a s s e s s e d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  
and c o n v e y e d  h is  o b s e r v a t io n s  to W a sh in g to n . A n t ic ip a t in g  h is  
d e a l in g s  w ith  A la m a n , h e  n oted  th at i f  he c o u ld  not 1'd i sa r m  and  
d e s tr o y "  the p r e j u d ic e s  a g a in s t  the U n ited  S t a te s ,  "I f o r e s e e  
that m y  la b o u r s  h e r e  w i l l  be  a rd u o u s  and the p r o g r e s s  s lo w .  . . , "
^ S m i t h ,  A n n ex a t io n  o f T e x a s , 9; G e o r g e  P i e r c e  G a r r iso n ,  
W e stw a r d  E x te n s io n  1 8 4 1 - 1 8 5 0 , V o l .  XVII of T he A m e r i c a n  
N ation: A  H is to r y ,  ed .  A lb e r t  B u s h n e l l  H art (28  v o l s .  ; N e w  
Y ork, 1 9 0 4 -1 9 1 8 ) ,  2 7.
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B u t le r  b e l ie v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that the k e y  to  h is  s u c c e s s  w a s  
A la m a n .  In  h is  op in ion , i f  he w a s  v ig i la n t  and c a u t io u s ,  "I 
w i l l  not f a i l .  . . . "  He o b s e r v e d  th at "the S e c r e t a r y  o f  S tate  
i s  a  B r i t i s h  A g e n t  an d  r e c e iv in g  a  la r g e  an n u a l s a la r y  f r o m  the  
M in in g  C o m p a n y - - t h i s  i s  a n  a p p e a l  to the m a s t e r  p a s s i o n  o f a 
M e x i c a n - - h i s  cu p id ity .  . . . "  But B u t le r  w a s  o p t im is t i c .  "If 
I g a in  h im  or  n e u t r a l i z e  h im  it  m u s t  be  by  d i s c o v e r in g  and  
a d d r e s s in g  m y s e l f  to s o m e  o th er  p a s s io n  o f n e a r ly  eq u a l  
p o w e r .  . . . " Then, by "keep in g  it  aw ak e  b y  ju d ic io u s  a p p l i ­
c a t io n ,  " B u t le r  b e l i e v e d  th at he  c o u ld  " d i s c o v e r  w h e r e  that  
p a s s i o n  r e s i d e s .  " A la m a n  m ig h t  be c o ld  and d is ta n t  a t  f i r s t ,  
"but i f  I c a n  p la c e  m y s e l f  a t  e a s e  w ith  h im , the lab ou r  w i l l  not 
be d if f ic u lt .  "22
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  B u t le r  w a s  u n e a sy ,  fo r  A la m a n  did not  
f o r m a l ly  a c k n o w le d g e  h i s  c r e d e n t ia l s  u n til  th e  en d  o f the m o n th  
o f  J a n u a ry . C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  P r e s id e n t  J a c k s o n  so u g h t  to  r e ­
a s s u r e  h im . F e b r u a r y  p a s s e d  w ith o u t  in c id en t ,  or  so  the  
in a n e  B u t le r  th ought. It w a s  d u rin g  th is  m o n th  th at A la m a n  
d r e w  up h is  p r o je c t  f o r  T e x a s .  B ut th is  w a s  not y e t  known,
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo ­
m a t i c  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  to  V a n  B u r e n ,  J a n u a ry  5, 
1830 , V .
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and so  B u t le r  had no id e a  w h at the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in ten d ed .
In M a rch , he r e c e i v e d  a  d e s p a tc h  fr o m  W ashington:
That the r e v o lu t io n a r y  s p ir i t  sh o u ld  be  s t i l l  
d is tu rb in g  the r e p o s e  o f  M ex ic o  and i s  l ik e ly  
to  p a r a ly z e  fo r  a c o n s id e r a b le  t im e ,  i f  not 
ch an ge  a l to g e th e r ,  h e r  R e p u b lica n  G overn m en t,  
i s  a s o u r c e  of the m o s t  pa inful_r e g r e t ,  . . ,
N o  c o n t in g e n c y  can  a u th o r is e  / s i c /  your  
in t e r f e r e n c e  w ith  h e r  c o n c e r n s .  L e t  th em  take  
w hat fo r m  they  m a y  in  s e t t in g  up and pu lling  
dow n r u le r s ,  fr ie n d ly  or  u n fr ien d ly ,  to the  
p r in c ip le s  o f  fr e e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  y o u r s  i s  the  
p a r t  of n e u tr a l i ty  w h ic h  sh ou ld  d ic ta te  at a l l  
t im e s  a r e s p e c t  fo r  the e x is t in g  p o w e r s  and a 
d is t in c t  a v o id a n ce  o f w h a te v e r  c a n  c o m m it  your  
c h a r a c t e r ,  e i th e r  in  y o u r  public  or p r iv a te  r e l a ­
t io n s ,  to  the e x c lu s iv e  in t e r e s t s  of a  party . . . .  23
J a c k s o n  w a s  d e te r m in e d  that B u t le r  sh o u ld  not b e c o m e  e m ­
b r o i l e d  in  M e x ic a n  a f f a ir s  a s  had P o in s e t t .  The s u s p e n s e  of  
w a it in g ,  to w h ic h  B u tler  w a s  now su b jec te d ,  m ig h t  le a d  h im  to 
u n d erta k e  s u c h  in v o lv e m e n t .  Thus, in  no u n c e r ta in  t e r m s  
B u tle r  w a s  to ld  to r e f r a in  fr o m  su ch  a c t iv ity .
Due to g r o w in g  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  am o n g  T ex a s  s e t t l e r s ,  
B u t le r ' s  p u rp o se  in  M e x ic o  w a s  to  be  th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  that
23]3u tler  P a p e r s ,  U niv . o f  T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  J a c k so n  to  
B u t le r ,  M a rch  23, 1830. B u t le r ,  h o w e v e r ,  had in d ic a te d  
e a r l i e r  that it  w ou ld  be d if f ic u lt  fo r  h im  to r e m a in  a lo o f  of 
p o l i t i c a l  f a c t io n i s m .  "The p a rty  a t  p r e s e n t  in  p ow er  unite in  
th e ir  su p p o rt m o s t  of th e  w e a lth y  and the w h o le  o f  the a r i s t o ­
c r a t i c  p a r t  o f  the c o m m u n ity .  " N a tio n a l A r c h iv e s ,  D ept, of 
S ta te  MSS, RG 59, D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  
to V a n  B u ren , M arch  9, 1830, V.
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p r o v in c e ,  l i t t le  e l s e .  A s  J a c k s o n  p o in ted  out, " an oth er  g r e a t  
in d u c e m e n t  fo r  a n ew  t e r r i t o r i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a s  th e  b a s i s  of 
a  la s t in g  p e a c e  b e t w e e n  the tw o r e p u b l ic s ,  a r i s e s  f r o m  th e  in ­
f lu e n c e  w h ic h  the p o p u la t io n  o f  T e x a s  i s  f a s t  a c q u ir in g .  . . . "  
The T e x a s  s e t t l e r s ,  i t  s e e m e d ,  w e r e  u n e a s y  about the in te n ­
t io n s  o f  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to w a rd  th e m . B e c a u s e  of  
th e ir  u n e a s i n e s s ,  an d  b e c a u s e  th e y  d e r iv e d  " th eir  id e a s  of  
g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  th e ir  c o l l i s i o n s  m a y  fr o m  
th is  c a u s e  w e a k e n  th e  c o n f id e n c e  of that r e p u b l ic  / M e x i c o /  in  
/ th e  U n ited  S t a t e s / .  " It w a s  B u t l e r ' s  ta sk , t h e r e f o r e ,  to 
a r r a n g e  for  s o m e  ty p e  o f a g r e e m e n t  w ith  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  in  w h ic h  T e x a s  co u ld  be a c q u ir e d  and a  new  b o u n d a ry  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  "w ith out u n ju s t ly  e x p o s in g  us to  the c h a r g e  of 
a m b it io n  or  u n f r ie n d l in e s s  in  the e y e s  o f  that r e p u b l ic .  " The  
o u t lo o k  and m o o d  o f th e  T e x a n s ,  in  J a c k s o n 's  op in ion , p r o ­
v id e d  "an a r g u m e n t  fo r  the c e s s i o n  a l m o s t  i r r e s i s t a b l e .  "24  
I t  w a s  a c tu a l ly  to o  la te  fo r  B u t le r  to m a k e  an y  e f f e c t iv e  
s u g g e s t i o n  to the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  A la m a n  le a r n e d  so o n  
a f te r  h is  a p p o in tm e n t  in  J a n u a ry  that the J a c k s o n  a d m in is t r a t io n  
p la n n ed  to  s u b m it  a n o th er  p r o p o s a l  for  the p u r c h a s e  o f  T e x a s ,
2 4 B u t le r  P a p e r s ,  U niv . o f  T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  J a c k s o n  to  
B u t le r ,  M a rc h  23 , 1830.
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one w h ich  w a s  s im i la r  to  th at m a d e  by P r e s id e n t  A d a m s .  In 
v ie w  of the w a y  in  w h ich  he had  c a r r ie d  on n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  
P o in s e t t ,  A la m a n  m u s t  h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  th is  p e r s i s t e n c e  on 
the p art of th e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  a m a r k  e i t h e r  of  
s tu p id ity  or  of co n tem p t fo r  h is  nation. D uring V ic t o r ia ' s  
p r e s id e n c y ,  h is  m in i s t r y  h ad  c o m e  to an  end  so o n  a f t e r  he  
and P o in se t t  had  b egun  th e ir  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  and he had  turned  
h is  e f fo r ts  e l s e w h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  A la m a n  w a s  now a b le  to  
c a r r y  out a m o r e  e x te n s iv e  c a m p a ig n  to  c h eck m a te  th e  e ffo r ts  
o f the A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to  a b so r b  T e x a s .
W hen e x a m in e d  fr o m  the M ex ic a n  p o in t  of v iew , th e  s i t ­
u a t io n  in  T e x a s  by F e b r u a r y  1830 w a s  d a n g er o u s .  B e tw e e n  
1825 and 1827, A m e r ic a n  s e t t l e r s  f lo o d e d  into T e x a s  in  sp ite  
of v a r io u s  in e f f e c t iv e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  su c h  a s  the r e q u ir e m e n t  
th a t  a l l  s e t t l e r s  a d h ere  to  the  C ath o lic  fa ith . By 1828, the  
pop ulation  o f that d e p a r tm en t  n u m b ered  a p p r o x im a te ly  12, 000. 
The e m ig r a t io n  fr o m  the U n ited  S ta te s  contin ued  th rou ghout  
1829 .
In F e b r u a r y  1830, A la m a n  d e te r m in e d  once  and fo r  a l l  to 
c h e c k  th is  f low  of A m e r ic a n s  and to in s t i tu te  su c h  r e s t r i c t io n s  
a s  to c o m p e l  th o se  w ho w e r e  a lr e a d y  th e r e  to  le a v e .  On the 
e ig h th  o f the m on th , he r e a d  a  r e p o r t  b e fo r e  a c l o s e d  s e s s i o n
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of the M exican. C o n g r e s s  c o n c e r n in g  the d e te r m in a t io n  of the
U n ited  S ta te s  to p o s s e s s  T e x a s .  H is  paper w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f
two p a r t s .  The f i r s t  c o n s id e r e d  the f a l s e  p o l ic y  w ith  w hich  that
g o v e r n m e n t  w as  a ttem p tin g  to dupe the M ex ica n  p eo p le ;  the
se c o n d  w a s  a p r e s e n ta t io n  o f the m e a n s  by w h ic h  the M ex ica n
nation  m u s t  p r o te c t  i t s e l f  and i t s  t e r r i t o r y .  25 A fte r  a m onth
of d e l ib e r a t io n ,  the M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  th is  p ro g ra m  d raw n
up by A la m a n . It  w a s  to  b e c o m e  known a s  the L a w  of C o lo n iz a t io n
of A p r i l  6 ( la  L e y  de C o lo n iz a c io n  d e l  6 de a b r i l )  b e c a u s e  of th e
? f\date on w h ic h  it  b e c a m e  o f f ic ia l  p o l ic y .  D
A c c o r d in g  to V a la d e s ,  th is  la w  w a s  the r e s u l t  of A la m a n 's  
c le a r  v i s io n  of the fu tu re , that i s ,  h e  had c o n c lu d e d  that B u t le r  
w o u ld  p u rsu e  the s a m e  path of n e g o t ia t io n  as had  P o in se t t .  T he  
L ey  de C o lo n iz a c io n  w a s  not su b t le ,  nor w a s  it  in d ir e c t .  T h e r e  
w a s  no q u e s t io n  as  to w h a t  it  p r o p o s e d  or as to w h a t  i t s  p u r p o se  
w a s .  The p r im a r y  a im  of A la m a n 's  p ro g ra m  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  
the L aw  w a s  the p r e v e n t io n  of U n ited  S ta tes  s e i z u r e  of T e x a s ,  
by p u rc h a se  or any o th er  m e a n s .  In  ligh t of p r e v io u s  M e x ic a n  
p o l ic y  to w a r d  the r eg io n , th is  new  p r o v is io n  w a s  n o t ice a b ly
2 5 J a m e s ,  M ex ico  and the A m e r i c a n s , 56; R i v e s ,  The 
U nited  S ta te s  and M ex ico  1 8 2 1 -1 8 4 8 ,  I, 193.
^ F u e n t e s  M a re s ,  P o in s e t t ,  127.
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r e s t r i c t i v e .
T h ere  w e r e  m a n y  r e q u ir e m e n ts  and co n d it io n s  under th is  
la w  to w h ich  c o lo n is t s  or  r e s id e n t s  of T ex a s  w e r e  su b jec te d .
F o r  an u n s p e c i f ie d  len g th  o f t im e ,  no fu rth er  c o lo n iz a t io n  in  
the d ep a r tm en t  w ould  tak e  p la ce ,  fo r  g ra n ts  to U n ited  S ta tes  
a p p lica n ts  w e r e  su sp e n d e d .  S tr in g en t  c u s to m s  d u t ie s  w e r e  
put into  fo r c e  a lon g  the L o u is ia n a  fr o n t ie r  for  the p u r p o se  of  
d is c o u r a g in g  tra d e  b e tw e e n  r e s id e n t s  in  T ex a s  and in  the so u th ­
w e s t e r n  r e g io n  o f the U n ited  S ta te s .  A la m a n  a l s o  s p e c i f ie d  
that the T e x a s  a r e a  w a s  to be populated  p red o m in a n t ly  by  
M e x ic a n  e le m e n t s ,  and it  w a s  fu rth er  p r o p o se d  th at c o n v ic ts  
w o u ld  be a l lo w e d  to go  to T e x a s  w ith  the  u n d ersta n d in g  that 
th ey  s e t t le  th e r e  at the en d  o f th e ir  s e n te n c e  t e r m .  In ord er  
to s e e  that t h e s e  p r o v is io n s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  out, A la m a n  a r ra n g ed  
to  have  M e x ic a n  troop s  lo c a te d  th rou ghout the T e x a s  a r e a  under  
th e  com m a n d  o f G e n era l M ier  y T er a n .  Anyone o th er  than a 
M ex ic a n  c i t i z e n  who w a n ted  to en ter  T e x a s  had to  a p p ly  for  a 
p a s s p o r t ,  w h ic h  p rob ab ly  w o u ld  not be  gran ted . A n y  ind ep en dent  
s e t t l e r s  in  the a r e a  not on r e g u la r  g r a n ts  fr o m  the M ex ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  be e j e c te d .  S la v e r y ,  i t  m ig h t  be  added, w as
213
not a l lo w e d  in  s p i te  of th e  e x e m p t io n  ru lin g  o f D e c e m b e r  1829 . ^
It w a s  c l e a r  th at th is  law w a s  in ten d e d  not o n ly  to d i s c o u r a g e  
fu r th e r  m ig r a t io n  in to  T e x a s  but a l s o  to  in t im id a te  th o se  s e t t l e r s  
a lr e a d y  th e r e  and to p r e s s u r e  th em  in to  le a v in g  th e  a r e a .  A la m a n  
fu l ly  in ten d e d  th at f o r c e  be  e m p lo y e d  i f  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out the  
p r o v i s io n s  o f  th e  la w . A lth o u g h  s u c h  p r o c e d u r e  m ig h t  r e s u l t  in  
the p o s s i b i l i t y  of c o n fr o n ta t io n  w ith  the U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
A la m a n  b e l i e v e d  i t  w a s  w o r th  the r i s k .  In h is  o p in ion , i f  a c t io n  
of th is  n atu re  w a s  not u n d erta k en , i t  w o u ld  o n ly  be a  m a t te r  o f  
t im e  b e fo r e  the U n ited  S ta te s  a b s o r b e d  T e x a s ,  and  p o s s ib ly  
a d d it io n a l  M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y .
In g iv in g  h is  r e a s o n s  fo r  a c t io n  to  the M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s ,  
A la m a n  sa id  th at
The U n ite d  S ta te s  of the N o r th  have b e e n  
go in g  on s u c c e s s i v e l y  a c q u ir in g ,  w ith ou t a w a k ­
ening  p u b lic  a tten t io n ,  a l l  the  t e r r i t o r i e s  
a d jo in in g  th e m .  T hus w e  fin d  th at, in l e s s  
th an  f i f ty  y e a r s ,  th e y  h ave  s u c c e e d e d  in  m a k in g  
t h e m s e l v e s  m a s t e r s  of e x t e n s iv e  c o lo n ie s  b e lo n g in g  
to v a r io u s  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s ,  and of d i s t r i c t s ,  
s t i l l  m o r e  e x t e n s iv e ,  f o r m e r l y  in  the p o s s e s s i o n  
of In d ia n  t r ib e s  w h ic h  h ave  d is a p p e a r e d  f r o m  the  
fa c e  of th e  ea rth ;  p r o c e e d in g  in  th e s e  t r a n s a c t io n s ,
2 7 y a ia d e s ,  A la m a n ,  2 7 0 -2 7 1 ;  S m ith ,  A n n e x a t io n  of T e x a s , 
9 -1 0 ;  G a r r i s o n ,  "Westward E x te n s io n ,  2 7 -2 8 ;  J a m e s ,  M e x ic o  
and the A m e r i c a n s ,  56; P r i e s t l y ,  T h e  M e x ic a n  N a t io n , 282;  
R a fa e l  A g u a y o  S p e n c e r ,  " A la m a n  e s t a d i s t a ,  " H is t o r ia  M e x i-  
can a , III, no. 2 (1 9 5 3 ) , 287; Z o r r i l l a ,  H is t o r ia  de r e l a c i o n e s , 
I, 94 .
214
not w ith  the n o is y  pom p of c o n q u est ,  but w ith  
su c h  s i l e n c e ,  s u c h  c o n s ta n c y  and su ch  u n i­
fo r m ity ,  that th e y  have  a lw a y s  s u c c e e d e d  in  
a c c o m p l is h in g  th e ir  v ie w s .  I n s te a d  of a r m i e s ,  
b a t t le s  and in v a s io n s  w h ic h  r a i s e  su ch  u p ro a r  
and  g e n e r a l ly  p r o v e  a b o r t iv e ,  th ey  u se  m e a n s ,  
w h ic h  c o n s id e r e d  s e p a r a t e ly ,  s e e m  s low , i n ­
e f fe c tu a l ,  and s o m e t im e s  p a lp ab ly  absurd , but 
w h ich  united , and in  the c o u r s e  o f  t im e , a r e  
c e r t a in  and i r r e s i s t a b l e .  28
C ontinuin g , Alam&n p o in ted  out that
T h ey  c o m m e n c e  by  in tro d u c in g  t h e m s e l v e s  
in to  the t e r r i t o r y  w h ic h  th ey  c o v e t ,  upon p r e ­
t e n s e  of c o m m e r c i a l  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  or of the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c o lo n ie s ,  w ith , or w ithout,  
the a s s e n t  of the G o v ern m en t to w h ich  it  b e lo n g s .
T h e s e  c o lo n ie s  gro w , m u lt ip ly ,  b e c o m e  the p r e ­
d om inant p a r ty  in  the population; and a s  s o o n  a s  
a su p p ort i s  fou nd  in  th is  m a n n e r  th ey  b e g in  to  
s e t  up r ig h ts  w h ic h  it i s  i m p o s s ib l e  to s u s t a in  
in  a s e r io u s  d i s c u s s io n ,  and to b r in g  fo r w a r d  
r id ic u lo u s  p r e t e n s io n s ,  founded  upon h i s t o r i c a l  
fa c t s  w h ich  a r e  a d m itte d  by nobody, su ch  a s  
L a s a l l i e ' s  / s i c /  v o y a g e s  now know n to be  a  
fa ls e h o o d ,  but w h ic h  s e r v e  a s  a support, a t  
th is  t im e ,  fo r  th e ir  c la im  to T e x a s .  29
To p r e v e n t  th is  p r o l i f e r a t io n  o f  A m e r ic a n s  in  T e x a s ,  then, and
to w ith s ta n d  A m e r ic a n  d e m a n d s ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  for  A la m a n
to tak e  d e c i s iv e  a c t io n .  That w a s  w h a t  he had d on e . A p p aren tly ,
the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a c q u ie s c e d  in  h is  e f fo r t  w ith ou t
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ept, of S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo ­
m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M ex ic o ,  V, F o r  the S p a n ish  t e x t  c o n s u l t  
D o c u m e n to s  d iv e r s  o s ,  II, 524 .
29lbid .
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q u e s t io n ,  an d  h e  w a s  e n c o u r a g e d  th a t  a t  l a s t  the U n ite d  S t a te s  
w a s  c h e c k e d  in  i t s  s c h e m e  to  s e i z e  T e x a s .  H is  p r e o c c u p a t io n  
w it h  the th o u g h t  o f  th e  d a n g e r  a f f o r d e d  b y  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  to  h i s  c o u n tr y  c u lm in a t e d  in  th e  Haw o f  A p r i l  6, 
a n d  h e  b e l i e v e d  th a t  the th r e a t  w a s  e n d e d .  30
3 0 T h e  s p e c i f i c  p o in ts  o f  th e  law , in  A la m a n ' s  ow n  w o r d s ,  w e r e  
" L e t  the f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  b e  the p r o m o t in g  b y  a l l  p o s s i b l e  
m e a n s ,  th e  i n c r e a s e  o f  M e x ic a n  p o p u la t io n  in  T e x a s ,  and w ith  
th is  v ie w ,  l e t  th e  m e n  s e n t e n c e d  to  the g a l l e y s  b e  s e n t  to  T a m p ic o  
an d  S o to  la  M a r in a ,  to  be t h e n c e  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  s e a  to  the p o in ts  
f o r t i f i e d  and o c c u p ie d  by  ou r  t r o o p s ,  w h e r e  u n d er  t h e ir  p r o ­
t e c t i o n  th e y  m a y  e n g a g e  in  the c u l t i v a t io n  o f  the la n d s .
"2nd To c o l o n i z e  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T e x a s  w ith  in d iv id u a ls  
o f  o th e r  n a t io n s ,  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t s ,  c u s t o m s  and la n g u a g e  d if fe r  
f r o m  t h o s e  o f  N o r t h - A m e r i c a n s .
" 3rd  E n c o u r a g e  the c o a s t l i n e  tr a d e ,  th e  o n ly  o n e  w h ic h  c a n  
e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  T e x a s  and th e  o th e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  the  
R e p u b lic ;  an d  n a t io n a l i z e  th a t  D e p a r t m e n t  w h ic h  i s  now a l m o s t  
N o r t h - A m e r i c a n .
"4th T o  s u s p e n d ,  w ith  r e g a r d  to  T e x a s ,  the p o w e r s  g r a n te d  
b y  th e  law of th e  18th  A u g u s t  1 8 24 , to th e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o f  
S t a t e s ,  and  to  m a k e  that D e p a r t m e n t  d e p e n d e n t  u p on  th e  G e n e r a l  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  in  m a t t e r s  of c o lo n iz a t io n .
"5th To C o m m i s s i o n  a p e r s o n  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  an d  p r u d e n c e  
to v i s i t  the c o l o n i z e d  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  - -w h o ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  c o l l e c t e d  
i n f o r m a t io n  r e s p e c t i n g  th e  c o n t r a c t s  e n t e r e d  in to  b y  the  u n d e r ­
t a k e r s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e ir  c o n d it io n s  h a v e  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d ,  - - t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  in  e a c h  s e t t l e m e n t ,  - - o f  s l a v e s  in  e a c h  
c o lo n y ,  - - t h e  e x t e n t  o f  c o u n tr y  th e y  o c c u p y ,  - - th e  lo c a t io n  o f  
th e  c o l o n i s t s  - - a n d  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  w ith o u t  
p r o p e r  a u th o r ity ,  - - m a y  p r o c e e d ,  w ith  the a p p r o b a t io n  of  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  to ta k e  the n e c e s s a r y  m e a s u r e s  to  s e c u r e  th at  
p a r t  o f  the R e p u b l ic .  " N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t ,  o f  S ta te  MSS,
RG  5 9 ,  D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  V; D o c u m e n t o s  
d i v e r s o s ,  II, 5 2 3 f f .
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Su ch  w a s  the s ta te  of a f f a ir s  when. B utler  and A la m a n  b eg a n  
a s e r i e s  of in fo r m a l  and f o r m a l  m e e t in g s  w h ich  la s t e d  th ro u g h ­
out the sp r in g ,  s u m m e r ,  and fa l l  o f  1830 and w h ic h  w e r e  b a r r e n  
in  t e r m s  of a c h ie v e m e n t .  A la m a n  e x p r e s s e d  h o s t i l i t y  for  the 
U nited  S ta te s ,  and he in d ic a te d  that h is  c o lo n iz a t io n  d e c r e e  
su m m e d  up the att itud e  of the M ex ic a n  g o v ern m en t in  r e f e r e n c e  
to  the T e x a s  s itu a t io n . B u t le r  w a s  not d is c o u r a g e d  by A la m a n 's  
r e lu c ta n c e  to d i s c u s s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f T e x a s .  In  A p r il ,  he in ­
fo r m e d  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  he b e l i e v e d  h is  a b i l i ty  to  w o r k  w ith  
A la m a n  w o u ld  le a d  to  the r e s t o r a t io n  of good r e la t io n s  b e tw e en  
the two g o v e r n m e n ts .  H e b a s e d  th is  o p t im is m  on A la m £ n 's  
in d ica t io n  that he w o u ld  b e  w i l l in g  to d is c u s s  a T r e a ty  of A m ity ,  
C o m m e r c e ,  and N a v ig a t io n .  31 In  M ay, B u tler  in f o r m e d  V an  
B u ren  that the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p ea red  r e a d y  to  b e g in  
tr e a ty  n e g o t ia t io n s .  In d eed , t h e s e  w o u ld  have c o m m e n c e d  
e a r l i e r  i f  A la m a n  had n ot b e e n  so  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i z e d  in  the 
A m e r ic a n  p r e s s .  But th e  U n ited  S ta te s  m in is t e r  b e l i e v e d  that 
A la m a n  c o u ld  be handled: ". . , no tw ithstand ing  th e  op in ions
e x p r e s s e d  by  that g e n t le m a n  in  h is  . . . r ep o rt  to C o n g r e s s  
I sh o u ld  not d e s p a ir  o f  in d u c in g  h im  to take a new  v ie w  o f the
31 N a tio n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ept, o f  S ta te  MSS, RG 59, D ip lo ­
m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  to  V an  Buren, A p r i l  15,
1 8 3 0 ,  V .
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q u e s t io n ,  and p o s s i b l y  c o n d u c t  h im  to  a d i f f e r e n t  c o n c l u s i o n  
th a n  th a t  p r e s e n t e d  in  the R e p o r t .  T h r o u g h o u t  the  s u m m e r ,
in  h i s  d e s p a t c h e s  to  V a n  B u r e n  h e  c o n t in u e d  to  e x p r e s s  c o n ­
f i d e n c e  in  h is  a b i l i t y  to  s w a y  A la m a n  to h i s  w a y  of th in k in g .
H e r e f e r r e d  to A la m a n  a s  "the r ig h t  a r m  o f  th e  G o v e r n m e n t .  , . ,  " 
a n d  w a s  c o n v in c e d  th a t  A la m a n  d id  not d e s p i s e  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  
o n ly  P o i n s e t t .  H e b e l i e v e d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  w a s  w i l l in g  to  n e g o t ia t e  
w ith  h im .  33
B u t le r  w a s  d e lu d in g  h i m s e l f .  In  th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h ic h  
t r a n s p i r e d  b e t w e e n  h im  an d  A la m a n ,  he  w a s  l e d  on  b y  th e  
a s t u t e  M e x ic a n  m i n i s t e r .  A lth o u g h  B u t le r  a s s e r t e d  th a t  he  
an d  A la m a n  w e r e  o n  the b e s t  o f  t e r m s ,  and  th a t  "he c a n n o t  
b e t r a y  m e ,  u n l e s s  b y  the f o r f e i t u r e  o f  a l l  t h o s e  p l e d g e s ,  a  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of a l l  th e  p r o f e s s i o n s  w h ic h  m o r e  th a n  o n c e  h e  h a s  
m a d e  to  m e  . . . " h e  d id  not r e c o g n i z e  A l a m a n 's  m e t h o d  o f  
p r o c e d u r e .  34
In  s p i t e  of th e  m a s k e d  c o n t e m p t  w ith  w h ic h  A la m a n  r e c e i v e d  
h im , B u t le r  p e r s e v e r e d .  H e w a s  u n d au n ted  b y  th e  a c t io n  o f  the
3 2 I b i d . , M ay  19, 1830 .
3 3 ib id .  , S u m m e r  1830, p a s s i m .
3 4 jb id .  , B u t le r  to  V an  B u r e n ,  June 29 , 1830.
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M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  T e x a s ,  In d e e d ,  h e  a t t e m p te d  
to  c o n v in c e  that g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  U n ited  S t a t e s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
T e x a s  w o u ld  r id  M e x ic o  of a  b u r d e n ,  J a c k s o n  h a d  a s k e d  h im  
to  s e c u r e  T e x a s .  B u t le r  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  to  c a r r y  out h i s  o r d e r s .  
A p p a r e n t ly  c o n v in c e d  by h is  m i n i s t e r  th at c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f a v o r e d  
th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  J a c k s o n  w a s  e n c o u r a g e d  an d  lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  
to  a s e t t l e m e n t  a d v a n ta g e o u s  to  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t .  H is  o p t im is m  
w a s  u n w a r r a n te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  B u t l e r ' s  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  h a d  no 
fo u n d a t io n .
O ne y e a r  a f t e r  B u t l e r ' s  a p p o in tm e n t  to  th e  p o s t  in  M e x ic o ,  
J a c k s o n  s e n t  a  n o te  to  h im  c o n c e r n in g  the s e e m i n g  la c k  o f  
p r o g r e s s  in the n e g o t ia t io n  fo r  T e x a s .  "How g r a t i f y in g  w o u ld  
i t  b e  to  m e  to in c lu d e  w ith in  th e  l i s t  of our g o o d  w o r k s  in  th e  
f o r e i g n  r e la t io n s  o f  th e  Union, a  T r e a t y  w i t h  M e x ic o  a d j u s t in g  
th e  p o in t s  in  d is p u t  / s i c /  in  r e g a r d  to our b o u n d a r y ,  and  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a p r o p e r  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ! " ^  B u t J a c k s o n  
w a s  u n a w a r e  of th e  tr u e  s ta tu s  o f  n e g o t ia t io n s .
A s  n oted  a b o v e ,  th ro u g h o u t th e  s u m m e r  B u t le r  m a d e  no  
h e a d w a y  w ith  A la m a n .  In d eed , th e  M e x ic a n  m i n i s t e r  s u b j e c t e d  
h im  to  th e  s a m e  t r e a t m e n t  th a t  h a d  a g g r a v a t e d  P o i n s e t t .  A la m a n
3 5 B u t le r  P a p e r s ,  Univ. o f  T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  Ja ck so n  to
B u t le r ,  O ctober 6, 1830.
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in fo r m e d  B u t le r  that d i s c u s s i o n s  or n e g o t ia t io n s  w e r e  u n ­
r e a l i s t i c  u n til  the b o u n d ary  q u e s t io n  w a s  s e t t le d .  In  l ig h t  o f  
the A p r i l  d e c r e e ,  it w a s  c l e a r  that th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
th inking in  t e r m s  of an  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a ry  l in e ,  m o s t  l i k e l y  the 
M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r .  In th e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  of s u m m e r  m e e t in g s ,  
A la m a n  o n c e  m o r e  t r a c e d  on  a  m a p  th e  l in e  he  had sh o w n  
P o in s e t t  and in fo r m e d  B u t le r  that h is  g o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l  d e s i r e d  
to c la r i f y  the  q u e s t io n a b le  b ou n d a ry . ^6 T h is  w o u ld  im p ly  the  
ap p o in tm en t of a  c o m m i s s i o n  and the t im e - c o n s u m in g  s u r v e y  
p r o c e d u r e s .  A c tu a l ly ,  A la m a n  dou bted  that any n e g o t ia t io n s  
w ould  t r a n s p ir e .  He w a s  c o n ten t  to a w a it  th e  o u tc o m e  of the  
e f f e c t s  of the C o lo n iz a t io n  Law , w h ic h  he b e l i e v e d  w o u ld  end  
the n e e d  fo r  c o n fe r r in g  fu r t h e r  w ith  a n  A m e r i c a n  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e .
T h e r e  w a s  one f a c to r  w h ic h  he had not f o r e s e e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
and that w a s  the p o s s i b i l i t y  th at the A p r i l  law  w o u ld  b e  in e f f e c t iv e .  
By the f a l l  of 1830 it  w a s  s t i l l  too e a r l y  to d e te c t  any  e f f e c t s  o f  
the law , though A la m a n  w a s  a w a r e  that th e r e  had r e s u l t e d  no 
m a s s  m ig r a t io n s  fr o m  T e x a s  in  s p ite  o f  th e  o u tcr y  a g a in s t  the  
L ey . M o r e o v e r ,  the U n ite d  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  had g iv e n  no 
in d ic a t io n  that i t  w a s  d i s c o u r a g e d  by  the la c k  o f p r o g r e s s  in  
n e g o t ia t io n s .  A la m a n  o b v io u s ly  w a s  u n a w a re  o f B u t l e r ' s
36j3osch G arcia , H is to r ia  de r e la c io n e s ,  157.
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o p t im is m ,  w h ich  w a s  in  tu rn  t r a n s f e r r e d  to W ash ington . The  
A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r  con tin u ed  to i n s i s t  th at the d i s c u s s io n s  c o u ld  
be c o m p le te d  s u c c e s s f u l ly ,  r e s u l t in g  in  the p u r c h a se  o f  T e x a s  
by th e  U nited  S t a te s ,  and in  a c o m m e r c ia l  tr e a ty .  ^  H is  
e n th u s ia s m  r e m a in e d  high.
A la m a n  w a s  now  b o th e r e d  by the p e r s i s t e n c e  of B u t le r .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he had begun to r e a s s e s s  h is  s tr a te g y .  The  
J a c k s o n  a d m in is tr a t io n  s e e m e d  im p e r v io u s  to  h is  r e b u ff s .  
P o s s i b l y  a change of t a c t ic s  w a s  in  o r d e r .  He r e a s o n e d  that 
if  s o m e  type of a g r e e m e n t  w a s  m ade w ith  the U nited  S ta te s ,  
that g o v e r n m e n t  m ig h t  be s a t i s f i e d  to  the e x ten t  that i t  w ould  
c e a s e  i t s  a ttem p ts  to a c q u ir e  T e x a s .  S u ch  a p lan  w o u ld  have to  
r e v o lv e  around the s e t t le m e n t  of the bou ndary  i s s u e  in  M e x ic o 's  
fa v o r ,  h o w e v e r ,  and A la m a n  r e a l i z e d  that he w ould  h a v e  to 
p r o c e e d  w ith  ca u tio n . N e v e r t h e le s s ,  he  w a s  co n fid en t  that he 
co u ld  a c h ie v e  su c h  an a r r a n g e m e n t  by o u tm a n eu v er in g  B u tler .
He t h e r e f o r e  in d ic a te d  that h is  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  w i l l in g  to r e ­
e x a m in e  the U n ited  S ta tes  p r o p o s a l  for  a c o m m e r c ia l  tr e a ty  
and f o r  a trea ty  o f  l im i t s .
It a p p ea red  that the t id e  had turned  in  b e h a lf  of the U n ited  
S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  Upon le a r n in g  that the M ex ica n s  w ou ld
37V alades , A lam an, 276.
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r e c o n s id e r  the t r e a ty  p r o p o s a ls ,  J a c k so n  a t the b e g in n in g  o f  
O c to b er  s e n t  a p e r so n a l ,  p r iv a te  le t te r  to B u t le r .  T h is  m e s s a g e  
w a s  d ated  one day a f te r  the f o r m a l  note in  w h ich  th e  A m e r ic a n  
P r e s id e n t  e x p r e s s e d  h is  c o n c e r n  for  the la ck  of n e g o t ia t io n  
p r o g r e s s .  T hus, the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  have  
l e a r n e d  of the M e x ic a n  d e c i s i o n  to  r e - c o n s i d e r  d i s c u s s io n s  
in  the e a r ly  days o f  O cto b er .  In th is  l e t t e r  to B u t le r ,  Ja ck so n  
in f o r m e d  h im  that "I r e j o ic e  that you a r e  p r o g r e s s in g  w ith  a 
c o m m e r c i a l  T rea ty ,  and i f  P r e s id e n t  B u s ta m e n te  / s i c / ,  
p r a c t i c e s  that f r a n k n e ss  w h ic h  he has p r o f e s s e d  to  m e  . . . , 
you cannot have  m u ch  d if f ic u lty  in  the n eg o t ia t io n . "38 The  
s i tu a t io n  w a s  not a s  s im p le  a s  both A la m a n  and J a c k s o n  b e l ie v e d .  
A la m a n  cou n ted  on the U nited  S ta tes  g o v e r n m e n t  to  t e r m in a t e  
i t s  m a c h in a t io n s  to  s e i z e  T e x a s  and o th er  t e r r i t o r y  on ce  
c o m m e r c i a l  and l im i t s  t r e a t i e s  w e r e  n eg o t ia ted . On the o th er  
hand, J a c k so n  and B u tler  in f e r r e d  that the M ex ic a n  d e c i s io n  to 
c o n s id e r  th e s e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w a s  a ca p itu la tion . A s  a r e s u lt ,  
n e g o t ia t io n s  b e c a m e  m o r e  c o m p le x  and in tr ic a te  r a th e r  than  
s im p l i f ie d .
AlamlLn's d e c i s i o n  to p la y  a long w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s
38Butler  P a p e r s ,  Univ. of T exas L ibrary , Jack son  to
B utler , October 7, 1830.
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p r o p o s a ls  w a s  not a  w i s e  one a t th is  point. It in d ic a te d  that he  
f a i le d  to gauge  the d e te r m in a t io n  of the U n ited  S ta te s  to have  
T e x a s .  H e had co n c lu d ed  that P o in s e t t ' s  fa i lu r e  and the  
C o lo n iz a t io n  Law  w e r e  s u f f ic ie n t  to q u e l l  the U n ited  S ta te s  
e ffo r t  in  T e x a s .  A b ove  a l l ,  he did not u n d ersta n d  the im p o rta n c e  
of T e x a s  to the U n ited  S ta te s .  If he had c o m p r e h e n d e d  the in ­
t e n s i ty  of f e e l in g  in  that co u n try  co n c er n in g  th is m a t te r ,  he  
m ig h t  h a v e  g iv e n  s e c o n d  thoughts to h is  new  s tr a te g y .  E ven  
so ,  A la m a n 's  f ix e d  o p in io n s  of the in ten tio n s  of the U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  to w a rd  h is  n ation  c lo u d ed  h is  th inking in s o fa r  as  
the p o s s ib i l i t y  of s u c c e s s f u l  r e la t io n s  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  T h ere  
i s  l i t t le  q u e s t io n  that he d e s ir e d  s ig n i f ic a n t  r e la t io n s  and n e g o ­
t ia t io n s  b e tw e e n  the U nited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o  to fa i l .  The on ly  
c o n s id e r a t io n  fo r  h im  w a s  the d e g r e e  of r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  M ex ico  
co u ld  a s s u m e  for  the fa i lu r e  o f  th e s e .  To th is  end  he c o n s id e r e d  
B u tler  th e  p e r fe c t  dupe to en ab le  h im  to c a r r y  out h is  d e s ig n s .
S in ce  he w a s  a w a re  of B u t le r 's  p lan s , A la m a n  a ttem p ted  
to  a n t ic ip a te  the p r o c e d u r e s  o f the A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r .  He knew  
that by a g r e e in g  to g iv e  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  the r a t i f ic a t io n  of the 
t r e a t i e s ,  he w o u ld  c a u s e  B u tler  to  be  m o r e  v u ln e r a b le .  Then  
he cou ld  im p o s e  h is  ow n t e r m s  in  the n e g o t ia t io n  o f the  a g r e e ­
m e n t s .  A s  he had a n tic ip a ted , B u tler  w a s  e a g e r  to r e a c h  a
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s e t t l e m e n t .  T h u s ,  A la m in  w e n t  on  w ith  h is  p r o j e c t  to  s e a l  o ff  
h is  n a t io n  f r o m  a n y  im p o r ta n t  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .
A la m a n  in d ic a t e d  to B u t le r  th a t  he w a s  w i l l in g  to  d i s c u s s  
th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the c o m m e r c i a l  i s s u e  and th e  b o u n d a ry  
q u e s t io n .  T h is  w a s  in  the la te  f a l l  o f  1830. ^9 M e e t in g s  
b e t w e e n  the tw o  m e n  con tin u ed  u n t i l  the sp r in g  o f  1831, and  
A la m a n  c o n t in u e d  to  p r o c r a s t in a t e  in  a g r e e in g  to  a c u lm in a t io n  
of n e g o t ia t io n s .  H e in fo r m e d  B u t le r  that i f  t r e a t y  a g r e e m e n t s  
c a m e  about, th e r e  w ou ld  h a v e  to  be ch a n g e s  in  t h e i r  p r o v i s io n s .  
T h e U n ited  S t a t e s ,  he p o in ted  out, w o u ld  h ave  to  a g r e e  to p r e ­
v e n t  th e  p e n e t r a t io n  of its  c i t i z e n s  in to  New M e x ic o .  T h ere  
c o u ld  b e  no c o m m e r c i a l  ro a d  b e t w e e n  Santa F e  and the M is s o u r i  
b o r d e r ,  though  a  p e r p e tu a t io n  o f  tr a d e  a long  th e  San ta  F e  T r a i l  
w a s  a g r e e d  upon. He a l s o  i n s i s t e d  th at s la v e r y  w o u ld  not be  
a l lo w e d  in  an y  p a r t  of M ex ic o ,  n or  c o u ld  f r e e d  s l a v e s  be  e x t r a ­
d ite d  f r o m  M e x ic o  to the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  A la m a n  th en  tu rn ed  to  
the q u e s t io n  of th e  boundary  l in e .  H e a r g u e d  th a t  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t
3 9 ln  N o v e m b e r ,  B u tler  in f o r m e d  h is  s u p e r io r  th at "I have  
th e  p le a s u r e  o f  in fo r m in g  y o u  th a t  the T r e a ty  o f  A m it y ,  C o m ­
m e r c e  and N a v ig a t io n  b e tw e e n  the U n ited  M e x ic a n  S ta te s  and  
the U n ited  S t a te s  o f  A m e r i c a  i s  a t  l a s t  c o n c lu d e d .  T he f in i s h ­
ing  h an d  w a s  put to  i t  th is  d ay . . . . 11 N a tio n a l A r c h iv e s ,  D ept,  
of S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u tler  
to  V a n  B u r en ,  N o v e m b e r  2, 1 8 3 0 , V .
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w a s  in c l in e d  to a c c e p t  the b o u n d a ry  a s  p r o v id e d  by  the A d a m s -  
Onxs T r e a ty  o f  1819. O nce a g a in  he  a s k e d  th e  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  
to  t r a c e  on  a m a p  th is  l in e  of d iv i s io n .  A c c o r d in g  to  the M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  o n ly  a  t r e a t y  of l i m i t s  s i m i l a r  to th at p r o p o s e d  by  
A la m a n  in  h is  d e a l in g s  w ith  P o i n s e t t  w o u ld  be  a c c e p t a b le ,  th at  
i s ,  a s e t t l e m e n t  f a v o r a b le  to M e x ic o .  ^
B u t le r  s e e m e d  w i l l in g  to a g r e e  to  AlamcLn's t e r m s .  He  
a p p a r e n t ly  h o p ed  to  s e t t l e  th e  b o u n d a ry  q u e s t io n  s o  that h e  
c o u ld  t r e a t  th e  q u e s t io n  of T e x a s  s e p a r a t e ly .  A la m a n  h a d  not  
c o u n ted  o n  s u c h  a  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  fo r  he b e l i e v e d  that s e t t l e m e n t  
o f  th e  l i m i t s  i s s u e  in  M e x ic o ' s  f a v o r  w o u ld  a l s o  s e t t l e  th e  T e x a s  
i s s u e  a s  w e l l .  B ut th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  m o r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  o b ta in in g  T e x a s  th a n  in  d e te r m in in g  a c o m m o n  
b o u n d a ry , w h ic h  c o u ld  be  done a f t e r  a b s o r p t io n  of T e x a s ,  and  
A la m a n  in  s p i te  of h i s  s a g a c i t y  n e v e r  s e e m e d  to u n d e r s ta n d  th is .
In d eed , in  F e b r u a r y  1831 B u t le r  w a s  in f o r m e d  by  h is  
P r e s i d e n t  that he sh o u ld  co n tin u e  to  p r e s s  the  M e x ic a n  a u th o r ­
i t i e s  c o n c e r n in g  th a t  v i t a l  r e g io n .  J a c k s o n  i n s i s t e d  that
^ O v a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 2 7 7 - 2 7 8 ,  2 7 8 - 2 7 9 .  V a la d e s  a p p a r e n t ly  
w a s  g iv e n  f u l l  a c c e s s  to  the F o r e i g n  O ff ic e  A r c h iv e s  w h i le  c o m ­
p o s in g  h i s  s tu d y  o f  A la m a n .  T h is  w r i t e r  thus a t t e m p te d  to c o n ­
t a c t  th e  d i s t in g u is h e d  b u t e l d e r l y  g e n t le m a n  on  tw o o c c a s i o n s  
in  h o p e s  of a r r a n g in g  a n  in t e r v ie w .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  w a s  in d i s p o s e d  
and w a s  not r e c e iv in g  c a l l e r s  at e i t h e r  t im e .
225
I c a n n o t  but th ink  th at a th o ro u g h  e x a m ­
in a t io n  o f  the w h o le  s u b je c t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  M ex ic o ,  
th at h e r  tru e  p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d s  a c e s s i o n  of 
the p r o v in c e .  N o t y e t  p la c e d  in  a s i tu a t io n  by  
the h a r m o n y ,  in t e l l i g e n c e  and num ber_of_her  
c i t i z e n s ,  to r e g a r d  ex te n t  of t e r r i t y  / s i c / ,  a s  
w e do, an  im p o r ta n t  a g e n t  in  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  
and p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  p r in ­
c ip le  sh e  m u s t  b e  s e n s i b l e  th at i t  i s  in  truth  
the  v i ta l  s o u r c e  of h e r  w e a k n e s s ,  and p a r t ic u ­
l a r ly  th at p o r t io n  in c lu d in g  T e x a s ,  in  w h ich  
n a tu r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a r t i f i c i a l  c a u s e s  c o m b in e  
to e x c lu d e  that c o m m u n ity  o f i n t e r e s t s  and  
f e e l i n g s  w h ic h  a r e  th e  b a s i s  of c i v i l  p o w er  
in  a l l  c o u n t r ie s .  41
But i f  J a c k s o n  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  to r e l i e v e  M e x ic o  of a  b u r d e n ­
s o m e  a r e a ,  A la m a n  w a s  ju s t  a s  d e t e r m in e d  to  k eep  T e x a s  
un der  M e x ic a n  c o n tr o l .  C o n seq u e n t ly ,  e v e n  though B u t le r  w a s  
a b le  to c o n c lu d e  two t r e a t i e s  in  A p r i l ,  noth ing  w a s  a c h ie v e d  a s  
far  a s  T e x a s  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  T he t r e a t y  o f  c o m m e r c e  had  a s  
i t s  m a in  p r o v i s io n  th e  p e r p e tu a t io n  of t r a d e  a lo n g  th e  S an ta  F e  
T r a i l .  The t r e a t y  of l im i t s  p r o v id e d  th at the b o u n d a r y  l in e  
w o u ld  s ta n d  as  of 1 8 2 8 .4 2
4 1 ]3 u tler  P a p e r s ,  U niv . o f  T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  J a c k s o n  to  
B u tle r ,  F e b r u a r y  15, 1831 . On th e  day  b e fo r e  th is  note  w a s  
w r it te n ,  B u t le r  e x p r e s s e d  to V an  B u r e n  h is  d isa p p o in tm e n t  
th at A lam & n had not u s e d  h is  in f lu e n c e  to b r in g  about r a t i f i ­
c a t io n  o f  the t r e a ty .  H e w a s  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  about s e v e r a l  
c h a n g e s  m a d e  in  th e  t e x t  b y  the  M e x ic a n  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s .  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59, D ip ­
lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  to V an  B u ren , F e b r u a r y  
14, 1831, V.
4 2 F r a n c i s  R a w le  in  The A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  of S t a t e , ed.  
B e m i s ,  IV, 2 4 5 - 2 4 6 .
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T h is  tr e a ty  of l im i t s  had a c tu a l ly  done l i t t l e  to  s e t t le  the  
b ou ndary  p r o b le m , h o w e v e r .  The U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  
s t i l l  con ten d ed  that the T r a n sc o n t in e n ta l  T r e a ty  w ith  Spain, 
upon w h ic h  the 1828 boundary  w a s  b a se d ,  w a s  not eq u itab le ,  
fo r  the U n ited  S ta te s  had not r e c e i v e d  i t s  ju st  am ou nt of  
t e r r i t o r y .  In o th er  w o r d s ,  T e x a s  w a s  ex c lu d e d .  E v en  though  
th e r e  w a s  at l a s t  te n ta t iv e  a g r e e m e n t  on a b ou n d ary  l in e ,  the  
A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  r e m a in e d  d is s a t i s f ie d ,  and the c r u x  
o f  the m a t te r  w a s  T e x a s .  Indeed , that a r e a  w a s  beg inn ing  
to tak e  on a new s ig n i f i c a n c e  for  both M ex ico  and the U nited  
S t a te s .
In  July  1831, A la m a n  r e c e i v e d  a m e s s a g e  fr o m  a C o lo n e l  
M ejia ,  who w a s  in  T e x a s .  M ej ia  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  about the  
s ta te  o f  a f fa ir s  in  th at d ep a r tm en t .  It a p p ea r e d  that the Law  
of A p r i l  6 w a s  not be in g  o b e y e d  b y  the m a jo r i ty  o f  the N orth  
A m e r ic a n s  who in h ab ited  the a r e a .  43 T his  w a s  tr o u b le s o m e  
n ew s fo r  A la m a n . The b a s i s  o f  h is  p o l ic y  w a s  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  
a p p l ic a t io n  and e n fo r c e m e n t  o f  h is  T ex a s  d e c r e e .  If the L e y  
d e l 6 de a b r i l  w a s  not e n fo r c ed ,  the T ex a s  s e t t l e r s  m ig h t  be  
e n c o u r a g e d  to d e fy  the M ex ic a n  a u th o r it ie s .  In  doing so , th ey
4 3 A r c h iv o  B ib l io te c a  N a c io n a l ,  MSS 1741, Sujeto  T e ja s ,  152.
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m ig h t  a l s o  look  to the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  for  su p p o rt .  
Such e v e n t s  cou ld  p ro v e  d i s a s t r o u s  to h is  o v e r - a l l  p o l ic y .
J a c k s o n  w a s  a l s o  a w a r e  o f  the  l im it e d  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  of the 
b ou ndary  tr e a ty .  He e x p r e s s e d  s u c h  u n e a s in e s s  in  h is  c o r r e ­
sp o n d en ce  w ith  B u t le r .  He f e l t  " g rea t  a n x ie ty "  c o n c e r n in g  the 
b ou ndary  a r r a n g e m e n t  and in d ic a te d  that he  c o n s id e r e d  it  
im p o rta n t  to s e e  to a p e r m a n e n t  f ix a t io n  of the b o r d e r  a s  
so o n  a s  p o s s ib l e .  B u t le r ,  th e r e f o r e ,  a g a in  w as  u rg ed  to 
b r o a c h  the su b jec t  to  A lam an : "I cannot . . . r e f r a in  fr o m
a g a in  b r in g in g  it to  your  v iew , and  u rg in g  th at no p a in s  be  
s p a r e d  to a c c o m p l i s h  th is  d e s ir a b le  o b jec t .  " P a r t i c u la r ly  
t r o u b le s o m e  to J a c k s o n  w a s  the att itud e  e x p r e s s e d  by the  
M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e had co n ten d ed  b e fo r e  th at T e x a s  
w a s  M e x ic o 's  b£te  n o ir e  and c o u ld  be nothing but a p r o b le m .  
M e x ic o 's  r e c a l c i t r a n c e  in r e c o g n iz in g  th is  fa c t  cou ld  b r in g  
about p r o b le m s  of an e v e n  g r e a t e r  m a g n itu d e  than th o se  w h ich  
e x i s t e d  a t p r e s e n t .  "The g r e a t  e x e r t io n s ,  " h e  w r o te ,  "which  
a r e  now  m ak in g  to  f i l l  that c o u n try  w ith  e m ig r a n ts  fr o m  a l l  
c o u n tr ie s  and c l i m e s ,  by  th o s e  w ho hold , or  ra th er  p re ten d in g  
to ho ld , g r a n ts  for  land  in  T e x a s ,  under the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m en t ,  i s  c o n c lu s iv e  to  m y  m in d  that if  the b ou n d ary  . . .  i s  
not so o n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  that p o r t io n  of h e r  t e r r i t o r y  (T e x a s )
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m u s t  be  l o s t  to h er  f o r  e v e r .  " He had le a rn ed ,  fu r th e r m o r e ,  
that an A m e r ic a n  c o m p a n y  w a s  p rep a r in g  to  s en d  "ten th ousand  
e m ig r a n ts "  into T e x a s ,  and o n ce  th e s e  p eo p le  s e t t l e d  in  that 
a r e a ,  "they w i l l  so o n  a v a i l  t h e m s e lv e s  o f  s o m e  p r e te x t  to  
th row  off the M ex ic a n  a u th o r ity  and fo r m  an ind ep en dent g o v e r n ­
m e n t  o f  th e ir  own. " If  s u c h  an  e v e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  the a lr ea d y  
shaky r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the U n ited  S ta te s  m ig h t  
c o l la p s e ,  to the e x te n t  that th e r e  w ould  be an  end  to "the p ea ce  
and tr a n q u il i ty  of both  c o u n tr ie s  that now so  h a p p ily  e x i s t ,  "44
J a c k s o n  a p p a re n t ly  w a s  s i n c e r e  in  h is  d e s i r e  to  a v o id  a 
c o n fro n ta t io n  w ith  M e x ic o  w h ic h  co u ld  in v o lv e  a r m e d  c o n fl ic t .
He b e l i e v e d  that T e x a s  w a s  a b u rd en  to M ex ico  and that it  
should  b e lo n g  to the U n ited  S ta te s  by the nature of i t s  lo c a t io n  
and pop ulation . I f  B u t le r  a c h ie v e d  nothing e l s e ,  he w a s  e x ­
p e c te d  s o m e h o w  to b r in g  about the tr a n s fe r  of T e x a s  fr o m  
M e x ic a n  o w n e r sh ip  to A m e r ic a n  p o s s e s s i o n .
B u t le r  w a s  not id le  during h is  so jo u r n  in  M e x ic o .  He 
con tin u ed  to  a s s u r e  J a c k s o n  that s u c c e s s  w a s  im m in e n t ,  and  
th e  P r e s id e n t  s e e m e d  to b e l i e v e  h im . But B u t le r ' s  m eth od s  
w e r e  fa r  f r o m  a c c e p ta b le  in  t e r m s  of d ip lo m a t ic  p r o ced u re .
44Bu tie r  P a p ers ,  Univ. o f  T exas L ibrary , Jackson to
Butler, A ugust 24, 1831.
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P o i n s e t t  had s u p p o s e d ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n t e m p e r a n c e  d u r in g  h is  
r e s i d e n c e  in  M e x ic o ;  h o w e v e r ,  B u t l e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  m a d e  P o i n ­
s e t t ' s  m i n i s t r y  a  m o d e l  o f  d e c o r u m .  A c c o r d in g  to  a  le a d in g  
a u th o r i ty ,  B u t l e r  b e c a m e  n o t e d  fo r  h is  lo a f in g ,  s c h e m in g ,  an d  
t h r e a t e n in g .  H e  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  that h e  c o u ld  o u tw it  a n d  
t r i c k  A la m a n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  A la m a n ' s  
m i n i s t r y  B u t le r  b e l i e v e d  th a t  th e  a s t u t e  M e x ic a n  d ip lo m a t  
a c t u a l l y  w a s  o n  h i s  s id e .
B e t w e e n  O c to b e r  1831 and  F e b r u a r y  1 8 32 , B u t le r  o n c e  m o r e  
s o u n d e d  out A la m a n  on  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  M e x ic o  m ig h t  r e l i n ­
q u i s h  i t s  c o n t r o l  of T e x a s .  A lth o u g h  B u t le r  d id  n o t  r e a l i z e  it ,  
A la m a n  w a s  p la y in g  h im  a lo n g  on  th is  m a t t e r .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
B u t le r  w a s  l e d  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  h e  w a s  on  th e  v e r g e  of s u c c e s s .
In  O c to b e r ,  h e  r e p o r t e d  in  a  c i p h e r e d  d e s p a t c h  to  J a c k s o n  th a t  
h e  h a d  a p p r o a c h e d  A la m a n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  T e x a s  to 
th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  A c c o r d in g  to  B u t le r ,  th is  a c t i v i t y  w a s  c a r r i e d  
out w i t h  c a u t io n  so  A la m a n  w o u ld  not s u s p e c t  th a t  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  w a n te d  to  b e c o m e  th e  o w n e r .  B ut A la m a n  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  
not. th a t  n a iv e ,  and  he c o u n t e r e d  b y  in f o r m in g  B u t le r  th a t  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  M e x ic o  " h e ld  no  p a r t  o f  the la n d  a s  n a t io n a l
45Sm ith , W ar w ith  M e x ic o ,  I, 62.
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dom ain, and cou ld  t h e r e f o r e  e x e r c i z e  no p o w er  of t r a n s fe r  
over  any p a r t  of the t e r r i t o r y  o f the c o n fe d e r a t io n .  11 The  
ind iv idu al s t a t e s ,  A la m a n  p o in ted  out, a lo n e  d e te r m in e d  the 
d is p o s i t io n  o f  th e ir  d o m a in .  I f  the n a t io n a l g o v e r n m e n t  a ttem p ted  
to s e l l  or t r a n s f e r  the t e r r i t o r y  o f  a s ta te ,  the  M e x ic a n  c o n ­
st itu tion  w o u ld  be v io la te d .  ^6
T his a n s w e r  by  A la m a n  s e e m e d  to c o n fu se  and f lu s t e r  
B u tler .  He had not h e a r d  th is  a r g u m e n t  b e fo r e .  T h u s , he  
a s s u r e d  J a c k s o n  that a f t e r  r e v ie w in g  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in ­
volved, he w o u ld  u se  a n o th er  ap p roach . A la m a n , he b e l ie v e d ,  
w a s a c tu a l ly  r ea d y  to n eg o t ia te :  " . . .  I f e e l  so m e  co n fid en ce
that if  by an y  m e a n s  h is  s c r u p le s  in  r e la t io n  to w ant o f  pow er  
o v er  the s u b j e c t  on the p a r t  of g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e  van ­
quished , w e  m a y  in that e v e n t  obtain . Su ch  w as  B u t le r 's  
na'ivete.
B y  D e c e m b e r  1831, th e r e  w a s  no in d ic a t io n  that B u t le r  
had g a in ed  a n y  advan tage . J a c k so n  w a s  b e c o m in g  im p a tien t ,  
for  r u m b lin g s  w e r e  h e a r d  in  T e x a s .  He u r g e d  B u t le r  to  g iv e  
h is  c lo s e  a t te n t io n  to the m a t te r :  "As you  a r e  a w a re  o f the
46B utler  P a p er s ,  Univ. of Texas L ib rary , Butler to
Jackson, O ctober 6, 1831.
4 ?Ibid.
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g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  of the c e s s i o n  o f T e x a s  to us in  m ain ta in in g  
fu ture  p e a c e  and g o o d  n e igh b orh ood  b e tw e en  the U n ited  S ta te s  
and M e x ic o  I have  o n ly  to  add in  r e la t io n  to  th is  s u b je c t  g e n ­
e r a l ly  that I hope you  w i l l  u rg e  i t  a t  a s  e a r ly  a day  a s  you can  
w ith  p r o p r ie ty  and a p r o s p e c t  o f  s u c c e s s .  "48 J a c k s o n  o b v io u s ly  
w a s c o n fu se d  b y  the la c k  of p r o g r e s s  in  v iew  of B u t le r ' s  o p t im is m .  
He did not r e a l i z e  the tr u e  s ta te  of n e g o t ia t io n s ,  nor  w a s  he a w a r e  
of A la m a n 's  a tt itud e. B u tler  had c o n v in c e d  h im  that A la m a n  w a s  
fa v o ra b ly  in c l in e d  to w a r d  the A m e r ic a n  goal, e v e n  though J a c k s o n  
should  h a v e  known that su c h  a p o s i t io n  w a s  in co n g ru o u s  w ith  
A la m a n 's  e a r l i e r  p o l ic y ,
A la m a n  c e r ta in ly  had not c h a n g ed  h is  attitude tow ard  the 
U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  and p eo p le ;  indeed , he o p p o se d  the  
d ip lo m a c y  o f the A m e r ic a n s  w ith  m o r e  d e te r m in a t io n  than e v e r  
b e fo r e .  If  B u t le r  w a s  unable to d i s c e r n  th is o p p o s it io n , i t  w a s  
b e c a u s e  h e  did not w is h  to do so .  In  fa c t ,  it w a s  a t  th is  point 
in  h is  d ip lo m a tic  c a r e e r  in  M ex ic o  that B u tler  r e f e r r e d  to 
A la m a n  a s  "the m a n  w ith  b la ck  b r a in s"  due to h is  r e s i s t a n c e  
to B u t le r ' s  o v e r t u r e s .  49 The A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r  now  d ec id ed  
that he w o u ld  u s e  a n ew  m eth o d  of d ea lin g  w ith  th e  M ex ica n
4 8 i b i d . , J a c k so n  to B u t le r ,  D e c e m b e r  9,  1 8 3 1 .  
4 9 v a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 2 7 9 - 2 8 0 .
2 3 2
g o v e r n m e n t ,  in  p a r t ic u la r  A la m a n .  He d e c id e d  to  a p p ly  the  
a d a g e  th at e v e r y  m a n  h a s  h is  p r i c e .  F o r  the r e m a in d e r  o f h is ” 
te n u re  in  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  a t t e m p te d  to c o n v in c e  J a c k s o n  th at  
M e x ic a n  g r e e d  w a s  th e  k e y  to s e t t l e m e n t  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b e tw e e n  
the tw o  n a t io n s .  50
In J a n u a ry  1832 a  s t i l l - c o n f i d e n t  B u t le r  r e p o r t e d  to  J a c k s o n  
that h e  w a s  c o n v in c e d  T e x a s  s o o n  w o u ld  be  u n d er  A m e r i c a n  
c o n tr o l .  In  fa c t ,  he  u r g e d  the P r e s i d e n t  to  a t t e m p t  to p r e v e n t  
the  r a t i f i c a t io n  of the r e c e n t  t r e a t y  of l im i t s  w h ic h  w a s  b a s e d  
upon th e  1828 a g r e e m e n t .  In h i s  op in ion , "by an y  s u b s e q u e n t  
C o n tr a c t  on  that s u b j e c t  w e  c a n n o t  do w o r s e .  " In d eed , "m y  
o p in io n  i s  m o s t  d e c id e d ly ,  th at w e  c a n  do b e t t e r .  N ay , o p en  
th e  q u e s t io n  o n c e  m o r e  f a i r l y  an d  le a v e  the w h o le  g r o u n d  to  be 
a c t e d  upon, and  I sh o u ld  not d e s p a ir  of in d u c in g  the p r e s e n t  
A d m in is t r a t io n  to g r a n t  us a l l  w e  d e s i r e .  . . . "  T hen , w ith  
a  b r a s h n e s s  u n e q u a lle d  by  m i n i s t e r s  to M e x ic o  b e fo r e  o r  s in c e ,  
B u t le r  b o a s t e d  that h e  w o u ld  s e e  to  it  th a t  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  g r a n te d  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  n o t  o n ly  T e x a s  but t e r r i t o r y  
"as fa r  W e s t  a s  to a  l in e  that w o u ld  d iv id e  b e tw e e n  u s  the  
G ran d  p r a ir i e  or d e s e r t .  I f  th e y  o n c e  d e c id e  on y ie ld in g  u s
5QRawle in  The A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  of S t a t e , ed . B e m i s ,  IV,
2 4 6 .
233
th e  T e r r i t o r y  a s  f a r  as  the C o lo ra d o ,  th e r e  w o u ld  be  l i t t le
d if f ic u lty  in  obtain ing the r e s id u e .
T h is  b o ld n e ss  on B u t le r 's  p a r t  w a s  fe ig n e d ,  for  A la m a n
and th e  M ex ica n  g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  n e v e r  s u b j e c te d  to su ch
a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  a s  p o r tr a y e d  to  J a c k so n .  In th e  s a m e  le t te r ,
in  w h ic h  he b o a s te d  of h is  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  B u t le r  r e v e a le d
so m e th in g  of h is  t r u e  f e e l in g s :
. . . L e t  m e  add a few  w o r d s  fo r  m y s e l f .  You  
a r e  not ig n o ra n t  of the d isa d v a n ta g e  under w h ic h  
I c o m m e n c e d  in  M exico; You know the w e ig h t  of  
p r e ju d ice ,  s u s p ic io n ,  and b a d  fe e l in g  that p r e ­
v a i le d  a g a in s t  th e  G overn 't  an d  people  of the U.
S ta te s  g e n e r a l ly ,  and the o d iu m  e n g e n d e r e d  
a g a in s t  m y  p r e d e c e s s o r ;  a l l  o f  w h ich  w a s  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  to  m e in  advan ce , and th e  f i r s t  n o t ic e  
ta k en  by the N e w s p a p e r s  of m y  a r r iv a l  in  th is  
C apita l, and e v e n  b e fo re  I h a d  ob ta in ed  an  
A u d ien ce  for  d e l iv e r in g  m y  c r e d e n t ia l s ,  w a s  
to  a ttack  m y  c h a r a c te r ,  m i s r e p r e s e n t  the  
o b jec ts  of m y  m is s io n ,  and id e n t ify  m e  in  th e  
h ate  th ey  b o r e  to w a rd s  M r. P o in s e t t .  A dd  to  
a ll  m y  other d if f ic u l t ie s  th at I w a s  a s t r a n g e r  
to  the lan gu age  of the C ountry, w ithout a 
S e c r e t a r y  or any  one in  w h o m  I dared  p la c e  
co n fid en ce  to a c t  a s  the m e d iu m  of c o m m u n i­
ca t io n  b e tw e e n  m e  and th o se  w ith  w hom  it  
w a s  p roper  to c u lt iv a te  i n t e r c o u r s e  and th e r e b y  
d is s ip a te  the p r e ju d ic e s  u n d er  w h ich  I w a s  d a ily  
su ffe r in g ,  and y o u  m a y  im a g in e  a part of m y  
d if f ic u lt ie s  and u n d ersta n d  how  e m b a r r a s s in g  
w a s  m y s itu a t io n .
^ B u t le r  P a p e r s ,  Univ. of T e x a s  L ibrary, Butler to
Jackson, January 2, 1832.
52Ibid.
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T h is  p a s s a g e  in d ic a t e s  th at B u t le r  w a s  fa r  f r o m  b e in g  th e  
s u c c e s s f u l  n e g o t ia to r  h e  h ad  im p l ie d .  A la m a n  m a d e  h i s  lo t  
a s  u n c o m fo r ta b le  and u n r e w a r d in g  a s  th at of P o in s e t t .
In s p ite  o f  B u t le r ' s  p le a  fo r  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  J a c k s o n  
p e r s i s t e d  in  h is  e f f o r t s  to  p r o d  th e  m i n i s t e r  to w a r d  th e  a c q u i ­
s i t io n  o f T e x a s .  He in f o r m e d  B u t le r  th at e v e r y  e f fo r t  sh o u ld  
be m a d e  to a r r a n g e  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  H a s te  w a s  of the e s s e n c e ,  
fo r  h e  r e v e a l e d  that "I h a v e  but l i t t l e  doubt . . . th e r e  w i l l  be 
an  i n s u r r e c t io n  in  T e x a s  in  l e s s  th an  s i x  m o n th s ,  w h ic h  m a y  
c o m p r o m it  th e  p e a c e  and h a r m o n y  of the tw o G o v e r n m e n ts .  " 
He w o u ld , i f  s u c h  an  o u tb r ea k  o c c u r r e d ,  do e v e r y th in g  in  h is  
p o w e r  to  p r e v e n t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  by  c i t i z e n s  of th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  
H o w e v e r ,  he p o in te d  out that "we c a n n o t  p r e v e n t  th e m  f r o m  
e m ig r a t in g  to  th a t  c o u n try . . . .  11 F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  w a s  J a c k ­
s o n ' s  b e l i e f  th a t  " e a ch  s o l d i e r  h a s  the r ig h t  to  tak e  h i s  r i f l e  
w ith  h im , to d e fe n d  h i m s e l f  a g a in s t  the In d ia n s ,  an d  th o u sa n d s  
w i l l  go , and i t  w i l l  be  i m p o s s i b l e  to  r e s t r a i n  th em , a lth o  w e  
w i l l  p r e v e n t  th e m  fr o m  g o in g  in  o r g a n iz e d  b a n d s , or c o r p s .  " 
W hat d is tu r b e d  J a c k s o n  w a s  th e  fa c t  th at d e s p i te  th e  e f f o r t s  
of th e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  to  p r e v e n t  th e  in f lu x  of a r m e d  
s e t t l e r s  in to  T e x a s ,  " M ex ico  m a y  not b e l i e v e  . . . w e  a r e  
a c t in g  in  g o o d  fa i th  to w a r d s  h e r  and b a d  f e e l in g s  m a y
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a r i s e .  "53
If T e x a s  b e lo n g e d  to  the U n ited  S ta te s ,  J a c k s o n  m u s t  have  
r e a s o n e d ,  th e r e  w o u ld  be  no su ch  d a n g er  of h o s t i l e  f e e l i n g s .  
B u t le r  m u s t  m ak e  an  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  A la m a n . To g iv e  fu rth er  
in d ic a t io n  of U n ited  S ta te s  good  w i l l ,  the A m e r ic a n  P r e s id e n t  
ig n o r e d  B u t le r ' s  a d m o n it io n  in r e f e r e n c e  to th e  n o n r a t i f ic a t io n  
o f  the two t r e a t i e s  he  had  n e g o t ia ted  and p r o m o te d  th e ir  a c c e p ­
ta n c e .  B oth  w e r e  r a t i f i e d  in 1832, though su c h  a c t io n  did l i t t le  
to  change the M ex ic a n  attitude to w a r d  the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  54
P r e s id e n t  J a c k s o n 's  s e e m in g  o b s e s s i o n  to a c q u ir e  T e x a s  
c r e a t e d  c o n s te r n a t io n  in  the State  D e p a r tm e n t .  T h is  w as tru e  
in  la r g e  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  B u t le r 's  con tin u ed  p r e s e n c e  in  M e x ic o .  
In  A p r i l  1831, V an B u r e n  r e s ig n e d  a s  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  and  
w a s  r e p la c e d  by E d w ard  L iv in g s to n ,  w ho  r e m a in e d  in  that  
o f f ic e  un til  1833. It w a s  during L iv in g s to n 's  te n u re  th at B u t le r 's  
a c t iv i t i e s  b e c a m e  m o s t  e m b a r r a s s in g .  55 Indeed , m o s t  o f  
B u t le r ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  to th e  S e c r e t a r y  of S tate  c o n c e r n e d
5 3 j b i d . , J a c k so n  to  B u tler ,  F e b r u a r y  25, 1832.
5 4 B e m is ,  The L a t in - A m e r ic a n  P o l i c y  of the U n ited  S ta te s ,
76.
55 E u g en e  I. M cC o r m a c  in  T he A m e r ic a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  of  
S ta te ,  ed . B e m is ,  IV , 290 .
236
r e l a t i v e l y  u n im p o r ta n t  m a t t e r s  in s o f a r  a s  d ip lo m a c y  w a s  c o n ­
c e r n e d .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  h is  d e s p a t c h e s  to  L iv in g s t o n  h a d  to  
do w ith  c i t i z e n s '  c l a i m s  and w ith  f in a n c ia l  r e p o r t s .
U pon r e c e i p t  of J a c k s o n 's  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  25  c o n c e r n in g  
the s ta te  of a f f a ir s  in  T e x a s ,  B u t le r  in f o r m e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  
that h e  had f in a l ly  a r r i v e d  a t th e  s o lu t io n  to th e  T e x a s  d i l e m m a .  
It s e e m e d  th at the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  a c c u m u la t e d  a  la r g e  
debt o f $600 , 000 in  the fo r m  o f a  lo a n  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c a p i t a l i s t s  
in  th e  c o u n try .  B u t le r  c o n te n d e d  th at th is  m o n e y  s o o n  w o u ld  b e  
d is s ip a t e d ,  and th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  lo o k  e l s e w h e r e  
fo r  fu n d s . S in c e  the g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  not d ep en d  upon th e  
c a p i t a l i s t s  a g a in ,  B u t le r  w r o t e  J a c k s o n  th at "I s h a l l  b e  r ea d y  
to o f f e r  a su p p ly  to  th e ir  n e c e s s i t i e s  the m o m e n t  th e y  a r e  found  
to  be  p r e s s i n g .  " C ontinuin g , he n o ted  that "I in t im a t e d  a  fe w  
d a y s  s in c e  to th e  S e c r e t a r y  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  th at 'if  he b e ­
c a m e  m u c h  p r e s s e d  fo r  m o n e y  I th ought w a y s  an d  m e a n s  c o u ld  
b e  d e v i s e d  fo r  ob ta in in g  th ro u g h  the U. S t a te s  a f e w  m i l l i o n s ,  
and ab ou t w h ic h  w e  c o u ld  c o n v e r s e  w h e n e v e r  he f e l t  a d e s i r e  to  
do s o .  '" B u t le r  th en  c o n c lu d e d  w ith  the o b s e r v a t io n  th a t  "my  
s u g g e s t i o n  w i l l  not be  fo r g o t te n .
^ B u t l e r  P a p e r s ,  U niv. o f T ex a s  L ib r a r y ,  B u tler  to Jack­
son, F e b r u a r y  27, 1832.
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T h is  lo a n  to  M e x ic o  w a s  to  b e  s e c u r e d  b y  a  m o r t g a g e  o n  
T e x a s .  E v e n  J a c k s o n ,  w h o  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  to  g e t  T e x a s ,  c o u ld  
not a g r e e  to  s u c h  m e t h o d s ,  and h e  d id  not ta k e  u p  B u t l e r ' s  p r o -  
p o s a l .  °  ' W hat A la m a n ' s  r e a c t io n  w a s  to  th is  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  not  
kn ow n, b u t t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt th a t  i t  d id  not s u r p r i s e  h im .  
B u t l e r ' s  w a y s  and c h a r a c t e r  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  to  h im ;  th u s , h e  h a d  
m i n i m a l  tr o u b le  a n t ic ip a t in g  h is  m o v e s .  B u t le r  w a s  d e c e iv i n g  
h i m s e l f  i f  he b e l i e v e d  th a t  an  o f f e r  s u c h  a s  t h i s  w o u ld  be  g i v e n  
s e r i o u s  c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  A la m a n .
T h e  a p e x  o f  B u t l e r ' s  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  A la m a n  w a s  
r e a c h e d  in  th e  s u m m e r  of 1832 . T h e  B u s t a m a n t e  g o v e r n m e n t  
w a s  u n d e r  a t t a c k  fo r  i t s  m e th o d s  o f c o n t r o l l in g  th e  c o u n try ,  and  
p o s s i b l y  B u t le r  b e l i e v e d  th at A la m a n ,  a s  the l e a d in g  f ig u r e  in  
th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w a s  m o r e  in c l in e d  to n e g o t ia t e  w ith  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s .  In June, th e  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  v i s i t e d  A la m a n  in  h i s  
h o m e  an d  "found h im  in  b e d  and c o m p l e t e l y  d i s g u s t e d  w ith  p o l i ­
t i c s .  . . . "  A c c o r d in g  to  B u t le r ,  A la m a n  e x p r e s s e d  h is  d e t e r ­
m in a t io n  to  r e t i r e  to  h i s  e s t a t e  in  G u an aju ato  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  w a s  
a b le .  T h is  d e c l a r a t i o n  s e e m e d  to  d is tu r b  B u t le r :  "I m u s t  f in d
m e a n s  to  p r e v e n t  th is  i f  p o s s ib l e ;  f o r  m o r e  c a n  b e  done w ith  M r.
5 ? M cC o  r m a c  in  T h e  A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S ta te , ed .  
B e m i s ,  IV , 2 9 0 .
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A . and th ro u g h  h im  th an  w ith  a l l  M e x ic o  b e s i d e s .  M B u t le r  w a s  
c o n v in c e d  th a t  A la m a n  " m u st  be th e  a c t iv e  A g e n t  in  th e  c o m in g  
N e g o t ia t io n  and if  p o s s ib le  I m u s t  h ave  h im  a lo n e  a s  th e  p l e n i ­
p o te n t ia r y  o n  the p a r t  of M e x ic o .  " T h en  B u t l e r ' s  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n  
w a x e d  s u p r e m e :  "I a m  co n f id en t  w e  w i l l  not d i s a g r e e  e v e n tu a l ly  
on  th is  m a t t e r ,  fo r  I th ink  I h o ld  the k e y  to  u n lo c k  h is  h e a r t ,  and  
the m e a n s  o f  e n l ig h te n in g  h i s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  in  the w a y  I d e s i r e  
i t  sh o u ld  be  i l lu m in a te d .  . . . " In  h i s  op in io n , he and A la m a n  
w e r e  c o r d ia l  and c o n f id e n t ia l ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  i f  he  c o u ld  b r in g  
abou t n e g o t ia t io n s ,  he  w a s  c e r t a in  that he w o u ld  "bring h o m e  
the T r e a t y  in  l e s s  than  3 m o n th s  fr o m  th e  f i r s t  p r o to c o l ,  p r o ­
v id e d  M r. A la m a n  i s  the N e g o t ia to r .  . . . "58 It i s  p o s s i b l e  
that B u t le r  w a s  a l s o  p r a c t ic in g  a  b it  o f  d e c e p t io n  on  J a c k s o n .
In  v ie w  o f  the  u n p o p u la r ity  o f  the B u s ta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t ,  he  
m a y  h a v e  a n t ic ip a te d  A la m a n 's  o u s te r  f r o m  o f f i c e .  In  that  
e v en t ,  B u t le r  th en  c o u ld  c l a i m  th at n e g o t ia t io n s  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  
A la m a n  d id  not p a r t ic ip a te  in  th em .
W h eth er  or not B u t le r  had th is  id e a  in  m in d , A la m a n  c o n ­
t in u e d  in  h i s  o f f i c e .  In  J u ly , f o r m a l  m e e t in g s  w e r e  h e ld  b e tw e e n  
th e  tw o m e n ,  a t  w h ic h  t im e  T e x a s  w a s  a g a in  d i s c u s s e d .  T he
5 8 B u tler  P a p e r s ,  U niv. of T exas  L ib ra ry ,  B u tler  to
Jackson , June 21, 1832.
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f i r s t  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  h e ld  on  Ju ly  2 and the s e c o n d  e ig h t  days  
l a t e r .  In  s p ite  of B u t l e r ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  that he  a n d  Alam& n w e r e  
in t im a te  f r i e n d s ,  s u c h  w a s  s im p ly  n o t  the c a s e .  A la m a n  r e ­
f u s e d  to  c o n s id e r  B u t l e r ' s  a r g u m e n t s  that the b o u n d a r y  a s  f i x e d  
in  1828  w a s  u n a c c e p ta b le  to h is  g o v e r n m e n t  b e c a u s e  n u m e ro u s  
A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  l i v e d  on the M e x ic a n  s id e ,  an d  th at th e r e  w a s  
a n o th e r  S a b in e  R iv e r  w h ic h  c o m p l i c a t e d  the m a t t e r .  A la m a n  w a s  
o p e n ly  h o s t i l e  and r e m a in e d  a d a m a n t  in  h is  r e f u s a l  to  c o n s id e r  
th e  s a l e  of T e x a s  to th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .
H o w e v e r ,  B u t l e r ' s  r e p o r t  to J a c k s o n  c o n c e r n in g  th e se  
m e e t i n g s  w a s  r a m p a n t  w ith  e n t h u s ia s m .  In fa c t ,  i t  w a s  m i s ­
le a d in g .  A s  to  T e x a s ,  B u t le r  c l a i m e d  that A la m a n  w a s  "m u ch  
b e t t e r  d i s p o s e d  on the  q u es t io n ,  th a n  m y  m o s t  sa n g u in e  h o p es  
a l lo w e d  m e  / t o /  a n t ic ip a te .  . . .  11 The A m e r i c a n  m in i s t e r  e x ­
p r e s s e d  c o n f id e n c e  th a t  the t r e a t y  fo r  the t r a n s f e r  o f  T ex a s  c o u ld
be  s e t t l e d  in  t e n  d a y s  and that he c o u ld  "lead th e  S e c r e t a r y  p r e -
6 0c i s e l y  b y  th at path  I w i s h  h im  to  fo l lo w ,  . . . "  I f  anyon e  w a s  
fo l lo w in g  a path i t  w a s  B u t le r ,  a n d  A la m a n  p r e p a r e d  i t  w e l l .
S9jsja t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, o f  S tate  MSS, R G  59, D ip lo ­
m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  M in u te s  of D i s c u s s i o n s  b e tw e en  
B u t le r  and Alamcin, J u ly  2, 1832; J u ly  10, 1832 , V.
^ B u t l e r  P a p e r s ,  Univ. of T e x a s  L ibrary , B utler  to
Jack son , July 18, 1832.
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W ith ou t r e a l i z i n g  i t ,  B u t le r  h a d  a l lo w e d  h i m s e l f  to  b e  put o f f  
j u s t  a s  h a d  P o i n s e t t .  In  h i s  tw o  y e a r s  of n e g o t ia t io n s ,  h e  h a d  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o th in g  in s o f a r  a s  T e x a s  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .
S o o n  a f t e r  th e  s e s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  A la m a n  an d  B u t le r ,  th e  
B u s ta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  c o n fr o n t e d  w ith  S a n ta  A n n a 's  p r o ­
n o u n c e m e n t  a g a i n s t  i t .  A s  n o te d  in  p r e v io u s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  h e  had  
r e m a in e d  a lo o f  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  s i n c e  1828 , w a it in g  to  s e e  
w h a t  d e v e lo p m e n t s  w o u ld  ta k e  p la c e  in  the a f f a i r s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  
B y  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1832  h e  c o n c lu d e d  th at th e  c o n s e r v a t i v e -  
c e n t r a l i s t s  w e r e  u n p o p u la r ,  and s o  h e  b r o u g h t  abou t a  l i b e r a l  
o v e r th r o w  o f  B u s t a m a n t e ' s  r e g i m e .  T he s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  l i b ­
e r a l s  an d  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  l a s t e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  f a l l  o f  1 8 32 . B y  
J a n u a r y  1833, S a n ta  A n n a  a c h i e v e d  v i c t o r y .  A la m a n  f l e d  th e  
w r a t h  o f the  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  l e d  b y  G o m e z  F a r i a s ,  w h o m  Santa  
A n n a  d e s ig n a t e d  th e  n ew  P r e s i d e n t  o f  M e x ic o .
I f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  e v e r  h a d  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  a c q u ir e  T e x a s ,  
i t  w a s  p r o b a b ly  d u r in g  th e  b r i e f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  G o m ez  F a r i a s ,  
w h o  s t r u g g le d  to  u n d o  m u c h  o f  th e  w o r k  of A la m a n ,  B u t d u r in g  
the p e r io d  o f th e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  th e  f o r c e s  o f  the c o n s e r v a t i v e s  
and th e  l i b e r a l s  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1 8 32 , B u t le r  c o n t in u e d  to  l a m e n t  the  
f a l l  o f  A la m a n ,  I t  w o u ld  a l m o s t  s e e m  that h e  h a d  c o m e  to  b e l i e v e  
h is  o w n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h i s  " c o n tr o l"  o v e r  th e  M e x ic a n  m i n i s t e r .  
In  A u g u s t ,  h e  w r o t e  J a c k s o n  th a t  "if M r. A la m a n  c o u ld  h a v e
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co n t in u e d  in  O ff ice  th r e e  m o n th s  lo n g e r  w e  sh o u ld  h a v e  s e t t le d  
e v e r y  th in g . H e e v e n  a t t e m p te d  to  h e lp  A la m a n  an d  h is  
f a m i ly  d u rin g  t h e ir  p e r io d  of d i f f ic u l ty  a f t e r  the o v e r t h r o w  of  
the B u s ta m a n te  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  e l i c i t i n g  a r e s p o n s e  f r o m  
J a c k so n :  "You r e q u e s t  m e  to g iv e  m y  a p p ro v a l,  u n d er  m y  own  
hand, o f  the p r o t e c t io n  g iv e n  to  M r s .  A la m a n  and h e r  p r o p e r ty  
in  h e r  p r e s e n t  u n p r o te c t e d  s ta te  and a b s e n c e  fr o m  h e r  hu sb and ,  
S u r e ly  th e  g a l la n t  G e n l  S an ta  A na . . . can n ot but a p p r o v e  y o u r  
co n d u ct .  . . . "^2 In  s p i te  of s u c h  e f f o r t s ,  B u t le r  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
w a s  f a c e d  w ith  the f a c t  th at A la m a n  n e v e r  in ten d ed  to  d e a l  w ith  
h im . M o r e o v e r ,  he  sh o u ld  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  that w in d s  o f  ch a n g e  
w e r e  in  th e  a ir  in  r e f e r e n c e  to T e x a s .
A s  th e  c i v i l  w a r  r a g e d  in  M e x ic o  th rou gh ou t th e  au tu m n  of 
1832, u n r e s t  w a s  n o t ic e a b le  in  T e x a s .  A s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  in  a 
U n ited  S t a te s  n ew s  p u b lic a t io n ,  " th ere  a r e  s tr o n g  in d ic a t io n s  
th at th e  A m e r i c a n  a d v e n t u r e r s  in to  th e  p r o v in c e  of T e x a s ,  tak in g
^ l l b i d . ,  A u g u s t  12, 1832 . B u t l e r ' s  ou tlook  h ad  c h a n g e d  l i t t l e  
s in c e  th e  p r e v io u s  s p r in g ,  w h e n  he h a d  in fo r m e d  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  
that A la m a n  w a s  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  p o l i t i c ia n  in  M e x ic o ,  w ith  
w h o m  h e  d e s i r e d  to  n e g o t ia t e .  In  B u t l e r ' s  op in ion , "he d ir e c t s  
e v e r y  t h in g - - h e  s u p e r v i s e s  a l l .  . . . "  N a tio n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  Dept,  
of S ta te  MSS, RG 59, D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  B u t le r  
to V a n  B u r en ,  A p r i l  8, 1831, V.
k^Butler P a p e r s ,  Univ. o f  T ex a s  L ib rary , J a c k so n  to
B u tler ,  D e c e m b e r  4, 1832.
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a d v a n ta g e  o f th e  u n s e t t le d  s t a t e  o f  th in g s  in  M e x ic o ,  an d  the c i v i l
w a r  th a t  p r e v a i l s ~  -h a v e  r e s o l v e d  upon a  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  th e ir  
A ^ow n. . . . U n ited  S t a te s  c i t i z e n s  h a d  b eg u n  to  c la m o r  fo r  a
r e d r e s s  o f  g r i e v a n c e s  a g a in s t  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  due to 
v a r io u s  p e n a l t ie s  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  upon th e m  under  
M e x ic a n  c o m m e r c i a l  r e g u la t io n s .  T he U n ite d  S ta te s  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  took  no a c t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  and the d is c o n te n t  o f  th e  T ex a n s  
i n c r e a s e d .  In  J a n u a ry  1833, B u t le r  in d ic a t e d  that he  p lan ned  
to ta k e  up the T e x a s  q u e s t io n  a s  s o o n  a s  m a t t e r s  in  th e  c a p ita l  
w e r e  s e t t l e d .  ^
H ad he done so ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  that h e  m ig h t  h a v e  s e c u r e d  
T e x a s ,  in  s p i te  o f  h is  p r e v io u s  in c o m p e t e n c e .  T he n e w  M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  f o r m e d  in  M a rch , and S an ta  A nna w a s  n a m ed  
p r e s id e n t  o f  the R e p u b lic .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  c la im e d  th a t  he  w a s  i l l ,  
tu r n e d  o v e r  the o f f ic e  to G o m e z  F a r i a s ,  the  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  and  
r e t u r n e d  to h is  h a c ie n d a  in  V e r a  C ruz s t a t e .
G o m e z  F a r i a s  w a s  d e d ic a te d  to th e  e r a d ic a t io n  o f  the c o n ­
s e r v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t  e l e m e n t s  in  M e x ic o .  S u p p o rted  b y  a f r ie n d ly  
C o n g r e s s ,  h e  in i t ia t e d  a p r o g r a m  d e s ig n e d  to b r in g  ab ou t su ch
k^ N i le s 1 W eek ly  R e g i s t e r , XLIII (S ep tem b er  8, 1832), 22.
^ B u t l e r  P a p e r s ,  Univ. of T exas  L ib ra ry ,  B u tler  to
Jack son , January 2, 1833.
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e l im in a t io n .  A  s e r i e s  of a n t i c l e r i c a l  r e f o r m s  w a s  fo r th c o m in g  
th ro u g h o u t  1833: t ith in g  w a s  not to be  c o m p u ls o r y ;  m o n k s  and  
nuns c o u ld  r e t r a c t  t h e ir  v o w s;  the  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  
m a k e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a p p o in tm en ts ;  s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n  w a s  to  be 
p r o m o te d ;  and the  n o r th e r n  Ind ian  m i s s i o n s  w e r e  a b o l i s h e d  and  
th e ir  w e a l th  s e i z e d .  A l s o ,  the s i z e  of the a r m y  w a s  r e d u c e d ,  
and th e  f u e r o s ,  or  p r i v i l e g e s ,  of a r m y  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l im in a te d .
In A p r i l ,  the  G o m e z  F a r i a s  g o v e r n m e n t  m a d e  an o p e n  g e s t u r e  
o f  f r ie n d s h ip  to w a r d  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  The new  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r ­
e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  B e r n a r d o  G o n z a le z ,  in f o r m e d  the A m e r i c a n  S e c r e ­
t a r y  of S ta te  that
The p r e s id e n t  o f  th is  r e p u b l ic  h a s  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  it  one o f h is  f i r s t  d u t ie s  to r e q u e s t  
y o u r  k ind  o f f ic e  in  m a k in g  kn ow n th is  hap py  
e v e n t  / t h e  end  o f  o iv i l  w a r /  to  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  b e in g  a s s u r e d  th at the  
a m ic a b le  r e la t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  h e r e t o f o r e  
s u b s i s t e d  b e t w e e n  th e  two c o u n t r ie s ,  th e  h ig h e s t  
g r a t i f i c a t io n  w i l l  th u s  be  a f fo r d e d  to i t  an d  to you . ^5
H e r e  w a s  the o p p o rtu n ity  to  n e g o t ia te  fo r  T e x a s  fo r  w h ic h  the
A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  had s e a r c h e d  s in c e  1825 . A c k n o w le d g e d
to b e  a n t i - c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  G o m ez  F a r i a s '  a d m in is t r a t io n  m o r e
th a n  l i k e l y  w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  s e r i o u s  c o n s id e r a t io n  to the s a le
o f  T e x a s ,  w h ic h  p r o b a b ly  w a s  in d e e d  thought o f  a s  a b u r d e n  by
65N i le s '  W eek ly  R e g i s t e r , XLIV {A pril 20, 1833), 118.
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the l ib e r a l  e l e m e n t s .
But the J a c k s o n  a d m in is tr a t io n  did not take ad van tage  of the 
op p ortu n ity . B u t le r  a p p a ren t ly  m a d e  no e f fo r t  to  d i s c u s s  the 
s i tu a t io n  w ith  th is  r e g im e .  W ith in  a sh o r t  t im e ,  fu r th e r m o r e ,  
the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  in  M ex ic o  w ou ld  change c o m ­
p le t e ly ,  a s  w o u ld  the M e x ic a n  attitude tow ard  T e x a s .  It soon  
b e c a m e  c le a r  that G o m ez  F a r ia s '  r e f o r m s  w e r e  to have  a sh o r t  
l i f e .  Too m a n y  p eop le , p a r t ic u la r ly  the p o w er fu l  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  
in  th e  C hu rch  and the m i l i t a r y ,  w e r e  s tr ip p e d  of th e ir  p r iv i l e g e s .
B y  the fa l l  o f  1833, the l ib e r a l  in ter lu d e  w a s  d raw in g  to a 
c l o s e .  A lth ough  th e r e  w e r e  m an y  l ib e r a l s  in M ex ic o ,  i t  w a s  e v i ­
dent that th ey  w e r e  not th e  p eop le  w ith  a c c e s s  to the s p r in g s  of 
p o w e r  and p r iv i l e g e .  T h o se  r e s o u r c e s  b e lo n g e d  to the c o n s e r ­
v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t s ,  c o m p o s e d  of the w e l l - t o - d o ,  the h ig h er  c h u r c h ­
m e n ,  and the m i l i t a r y  h ie r a r c h y .  B y  S e p tem b e r ,  B u t le r  w a s  d i s ­
c o u r a g e d  by the s i tu a t io n  th e r e ,  and he r e p o r te d  to J a c k so n  that  
"I a m  v e r y  s o r r y  to be  c o m p e l le d  to sa y ,  that our p r o s p e c t  of 
e f fe c t in g  an a m ic a b le  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  the p r e s e n t  a d m in is tr a t io n  
of th e  M ex ic a n  G o v ern m en t upon the s u b je c t  of boundary  is  
c l o s e d .  . . ." 6 6  A s  the o u tcr y  o f  the c o n s e r v a t i v e s - - " r e l ig io n
^ B u t l e r  P a p e r s ,  Univ. of T exas L ibrary , Butler to Jack­
son, Septem ber 26, 1833,
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y f u e r o s " - - i n c r e a s e d  in  in te n s i ty  a g a in s t  the g o v e r n m e n t ,  B u t le r  
b e c a m e  d is g u s te d  w ith  M ex ic a n  a f f a ir s .
In  a l e t t e r  to J a c k s o n  d ev o id  o f h is  u s u a l  b o a s t in g ,  B u t le r  
w a s to the point. W h a tev er  J a c k s o n  w is h e d  he w o u ld  a ttem p t to  
do, w h e th e r  it  m e a n t  n eg o t ia t in g  or  f igh ting . A c tu a lly ,  he e x ­
p r e s s e d  a p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  the la t t e r :  "I am  fr a n k  and sp eak  to  you  
in  a l l  the C o n fid en ce  of an  old and tr ie d  fr ie n d  w h e n  I sa y  that m y  
p r e f e r e n c e  i s  for  / f i g h t in g / .  We h ave  abundant c a u se  for  q u a r r e l  
and i t  w o u ld  c o s t  l e s s  by  one h a lf ,  a y e  two th ird s  to take, than  to  
p u r c h a se  the T e r r i t o r y .
A t the b eg in n in g  of 1834, it  w a s  ap p aren t that the fa l l  o f  
G om ez  F a r ia s  w a s  on ly  a m a t te r  o f  t im e .  Santa  Anna, h is  o n e ­
t im e  ch am p ion , w a s  now co u rtin g  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  e le m e n ts ,  
B u tle r  a r g u e d  that the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  sh ou ld  a c t .  He 
a s s e r t e d  that the M e x ic a n  r e g i m e s  o f the p a s t  had  g r e a t ly  o v e r ­
r a te d  th e ir  c o n s e q u e n c e .  T h ey  had o p era ted  f r o m  the p r e m is e  
that the U n ited  S ta te s  "dare not o c cu p y  any p a r t  of T exas  w h ich  
th ey  c h o o s e  to c la im ,  and that w h a te v e r  m a y  be  sa id  to the c o n ­
t r a r y  w e  w i l l  p e r m it  th e m  e v e n tu a l ly  to  ho ld  a l l  w h ich  they now  
h ave  in  p o s s e s s i o n .  . . . "  B u t le r ' s  so lu t io n  to the p r o b le m ?
"I r e p e a t  then, p r o c e e d  at on ce  to  e s t a b l i s h  our boundary and
^ I b id .  t October 2, 1833.
246'
ta k e  p o s s e s s i o n .  It i s  the o n ly  m o d e  b y  w h ic h  yo u  can  h o p e  to  
b r in g  t h e s e  p e o p le  to u n d e r s ta n d  th e ir  t r u e  con d it io n . . . . "68 
T h is  w a s  not th e  s o lu t io n  J a c k s o n  had  in  m in d , h o w e v e r ,  and for  
th e  m o m e n t  B u t le r  w a s  ig n o r e d .
In  th e  m e a n t im e ,  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  in  M e x ic o  c a m e  to a  c l im a x .  
W hen th e  m i l i t a r y  g a r r i s o n  in  C u e r n a v a c a  p ro n o u n ced  a g a in s t  the 
g o v e r n m e n t  in  A p r i l ,  S an ta  A n n a  d e c id e d  to a c t  a g a in s t  G o m e z  
F a r i a s .  S oon , o th er  d e c la r a t io n s  in  S a n ta  A n n a 's  fa v o r  fo l lo w ed ,  
and the m i l i t a r y  and  C h u rc h  e l e m e n t s  r e j o i c e d .  In p a r t ic u la r  the 
c l e r i c s  o f  M e x ic o  w e r e  p le a s e d ;  th ey  h a i l e d  Santa  A nna a s  the 
s a v io u r  o f  the c o u n try .  G o m e z  F a r i a s  f l e d  to  N ew  O r le a n s  a s  
h is  l ib e r a l  s u p p o r t e r s  s c a t t e r e d .  A fte r  a tta ck in g  th e  o n ly  p r o ­
v in c ia l  c h ie f  w h o  h ad  f a i l e d  to  su p p o r t  h im ,  Santa  A nna m a d e  h is  
■way f r o m  Z a c a t e c a s  to  th e  c a p i ta l .  H e w a s  w e lc o m e d  b y  the  
p e o p le  as  s o l e m n  H igh  M a s s e s  w e r e  s a id  to c e le b r a t e  the d e ­
l i v e r a n c e  of the R e p u b lic ,
R e a c t io n  in  the U n ited  S t a te s  to  S an ta  A n n a 's  s e i z u r e  of  
p o w er  w a s  not s o  fa v o r a b le .  It w a s  r e p o r t e d  in  O c to b e r ,  fo r  
e x a m p le ,  that "the c u r s e  o f  h e r o i s m  i s  u p on  M ex ic o .  A  la r g e  
p a r t  o f  th is  o n c e  r i c h  and p r o s p e r o u s  an d  pop ulou s c o u n try , h a s  
b e e n  r e n d e r e d  n e a r ly  d e s o la t e  by  the r a s c a l - d o i n g s  o f  s o m e
68jbid. , F e b r u a r y  6, 1834.
247
hu ndred  g e n e r a l s . . . . 11 Of th e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  the r e p o r t e r  
p o in ted  out, "it now a p p e a r s ,  that G e n e r a l  Santa Anna, la te  one  
of the lo u d e s t  b a w le r s  fo r  l ib e r ty  and now p r e s id e n t  o f th e  m i s ­
e r a b le  r e p u b lic ,  i s  in  the e x e r c i s e  o f  p ow er  w h ic h  a c o n s t i tu t io n a l  
king w ould  not v en tu re  upon, Indeed, b eg in n in g  in  A p r il ,  Santa  
A nna r u le d  s u p r e m e  in  M e x ic o  for  e ig h t  m o n th s .
B u t le r  v ie w e d  the tu rn  of ev en ts  w ith  m ix e d  e m o t io n s .  He  
noted  that n eg o t ia t io n s  fo r  T ex a s  had c o l la p s e d  a f te r  A la m a n 's  
o u s te r  and the fa l l  of B u s ta m a n te .  S in ce  that t im e  he c o m p la in e d  
that "I have  had the w o r s t  s o r t  of m a t e r ia l s  to  w o r k  upon, and the 
g r e a t e s t  d i f f ic u l t ie s  to  e n c o u n te r ,  . . . "  H o w e v er ,  he h o p ed  that 
the s i tu a t io n  w o u ld  tu rn  fo r  the b e tter :  ". . , w e  have  now a  new  
s c e n e  and v e r y  d if fe r e n t  p e r f o r m e r s .  11 B u tler  w a s  not y e t  a w a re  
of San ta  A n n a 's  outlook  on the q u e s t io n  of T e x a s ,  but he w a s  
p le a s e d  about one th ing. A la m a n  no lo n g e r  w a s  in  h id ing. A tta ch ed  
to h is  l e t t e r  to J a c k so n  w a s  a c ip h e r e d  m e s s a g e  in  w hich  he e x ­
p r e s s e d  h is  b e l i e f  that he  cou ld  take up n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  A la m a n  
a s  w a s  the c a s e  b e fo r e  the c o l la p s e  o f  the B u sta m a n te  g o v e r n m e n t .  
B u tler  in fo r m e d  J a c k so n  that A la m a n  had " e m e r g e d  fr o m  h is  h id ing  
p la c e  w ith  r e n e w e d  and in c r e a s e d  p o p u la r ity  and in f lu e n c e .  " This  
w a s  c e r ta in ly  t r u e .  But the  A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r  con tin u ed  to
69N i l e s '  W eekly R e g is t e r , XL,VII (October 11, 1834), 83.
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d elude h im s e l f  b y  d e c la r in g  th at "our in t im a c y  h a s  b e e n  r e n e w e d  
and w e  h ave  sp o k e n  m u ch  upon the o ld  s u b je c t  o f  T e x a s ,  He m a in ­
ta in s  the sa m e  o p in io n s  w h ic h  he  e x p r e s s e d  in  1832, and w i l l  
c o o p e r a te  w ith  m e  in  p ro c u r in g  a c e s s i o n  o f th at t e r r i t o r y  to
7 fl yu s .  , l , u A la m a n  a p p a re n t ly  co n t in u e d  to p la y  B u t le r  as  the fo o l ,  
and in  the op in ion  o f  Joh n .Q u in cy  A d a m s , w r i t in g  in  1843,
" B u tler  m y s t i f i e d  w ith  A la m a n , and A la m a n  m y s t i f i e d  w ith  B u t­
l e r .  " But of the tw o, "A lam an  w a s  the s h r e w d e s t  knave. . . . "71 
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  A la m a n  a g a in  w a s  in  a p o s i t io n  to put h is  p r o g r a m s  
a g a in s t  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  into  p r a c t i c e .
E igh t m on th s  in  the o f f ic e  o f  the p r e s id e n c y  p r o v e d  to b e  
b o r in g  to Santa Anna, and in  N o v e m b e r  1834  he d e s ir e d  to  tu rn  
o v e r  the d a y - to -d a y  a f fa ir s  of g o v e r n m e n t  to  h is  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  
an o b s c u r e  g e n e r a l  n a m ed  B a r r a g a n ,  T h is  i s  not to  s a y  that he  
a l s o  r e l in q u ish e d  h is  co n tr o l  o f  the nation. In  the  p a s t  m o n th s ,  
Santa A nna had e x e r t e d  d ic ta t o r ia l  p o w e r s .  He w a s  s t i l l  de 
fa c to  r u le r  of M e x ic o ,  but he did not w is h  to be  b o th e re d  by  the  
m e n ia l  ta sk s  n e c e s s a r y  to g o v e r n  the co u n try  e f f ic ie n t ly .  B e ­
s i d e s ,  a c o n s e r v a t iv e - d o m in a t e d  C o n g r e s s  w a s  ap p roved  b y  h im
7 0 B u tler  P a p e r s ,  U niv . o f  T e x a s  L ib r a r y ,  B u tler  to  
J a c k so n ,  N o v e m b e r  21, 1834.
^ M e m o ir s , ed .  C h a r le s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s (12 v o ls .  ; P h i la ­
d e lp h ia , 1 8 7 4 -1 8 7 7 ) ,  XI, 363 .
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and m e t  in  D e c e m b e r ,  T h is  b od y  in d ic a te d  the n eed  in  M e x ic o  
for  a  r e a c t io n a r y  g o v e r n m e n t  and le t  i t  be  known that i t  in ten d ed  
to  a r r a n g e  for  su c h .  A lth ou gh  the c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  le d  b y  A la m a n ,  
su p p o rted  Santa Anna, th ey  a l s o  d e s ir e d  to  l im i t  the p o w e r s  of 
the e x e c u t iv e  o f f i c e .  The r e s u l t ,  a s  n oted  in  a p r e v io u s  c h a p ter ,  
w a s  the c r e a t io n  o f  the P o d e r  C o n s e r v a d o r , an  e x e c u t iv e  body  
r e s p o n s ib le  to no grou p  or p e r s o n .  R ath er  th an  h a g g le  w ith  the  
body o f m e n  w h o  su p p o rted  h im , Santa A nna announced  h is  d e ­
c i s i o n  to  r e t ir e  to  M anga de C la v o .  But he  w o u ld  be  p r e p a r e d  
to a c t  in  d e fe n s e  o f  the n ation  w h e n e v e r  n e c e s s a r y .
B u t le r  w i t n e s s e d  th e s e  e v e n t s ,  and he a ttr ib u ted  the c o n s e r ­
v a t iv e  s tren g th  to  A lam an . A f te r  a m e e t in g  w ith  San ta  A nna in  
N o v e m b e r ,  he c o n c lu d e d  th at A la m a n  w a s  the pow er  b eh in d  the  
th ron e  in  M ex ico :  , . M r, A la m a n  w i l l  v e r y  so o n  b e  o p en ly
at the h ea d  of G en l.  Santa A n n a 's  A d m in is tr a t io n ,  as  he  i s  now  
p r iv a te ly  h is  p r in c ip a l  a d v i s e r .  . . . "72 B ut A la m a n  w a s  not, 
a s  B u t le r  in fe r r e d ,  p r e p a r e d  to  a c t  in c o n c e r t  w ith  the U n ited  
S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  In fa c t ,  b e c a u s e  of h is  in f lu en ce  th e  T ex a s  
c r i s i s  w a s  about to  r e a c h  a  c l im a x ,  and the r e s u l t  w o u ld  p ro v e  
o n c e  and for a l l  that B u tler  s i n c e  1829 had d e c e iv e d  b o th  J a c k s o n
72Butler P a p e r s ,  Univ. o f  T exas L ib rary , Butler to
Jackson, N ovem b er  21, 1834.
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and h i m s e l f  in  r e f e r e n c e  to A la m a n 's  d e s i r e  to  b r in g  about a  
s e t t le m e n t  fa v o r in g  the U n ited  S ta te s .
T he o v e r th r o w  of th e  l ib e r a l s  and the r e a s s e r t i o n  of co n ­
s e r v a t iv e  s tr e n g th  in  1834  c o m p lic a te d  an a lr e a d y  te n s e  s i tu ­
a tio n  in  T e x a s .  A la m a n 's  C o lo n iz a t io n  L aw  had  c a u s e d  m u ch  
u n r e s t ,  to  the ex ten t  th at p r io r  to  B u s ta m a n te ' s  overth ro w  in  
1832, the A m e r ic a n s  in  T e x a s  w e r e  r e b e l l io u s - m in d e d .  Santa  
A n n a's  o u s t e r  of B u s ta m a n te  and A la m a n , h o w e v e r ,  e n c o u r a g ed  
and a s s u a g e d  the T e x a s  s e t t l e r s ,  and th ey  in  tu rn  e x p r e s s e d  
th e ir  su p p o rt  fo r  Santa A nna and G o m e z  F a r ia s ,  e v e n  to the  
e x te n t  o f  s en d in g  a r m e d  f o r c e s  to a id  in  the au tu m n  s tr u g g le  of 
1832.
W hen i t  b e c a m e  c le a r  that the l i b e r a l s  had p r e v a i le d ,  the  
T ex a n s  r e q u e s t e d  a c o n v e n t io n  to a s k  th e  r e p e a l  o f  A la m a n 's  L e y  
and to in d ic a te  th e ir  d e s i r e  to be s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  C oahuila ,
A u s t in  w e n t  to  M ex ico  C ity  to  ta lk  w ith  G o m ez  F a r ia s ;  h o w e v e r ,  
the new  M e x ic a n  P r e s id e n t  w ould  not c o n s e n t  to th e  s e l f - g o v e r n ­
m e n t  o f T e x a s ,  and a lth ou gh  the L e y  d e l  6 de a b r i l  w a s  not to  b e  
e n fo r c e d ,  i t  w a s  not r e p e a le d .  A u s t in  th en  w a s  im p r iso n e d  for  
e ig h te e n  m o n th s  for  a d v o c a t in g  that the T e x a s  s e t t l e r s  e s t a b l i s h  
a s ta te  l e g i s la t u r e  r e g a r d l e s s  of th e  M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t 's  
w i s h e s .  M ean w h ile ,  A m e r i c a n  im m ig r a n t s  co n tin u ed  to pour  
in to  T e x a s .
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S a n ta  A n n a 's  s e i z u r e  of p o w e r  un d er  c o n s e r v a t iv e  a u B p ices  
d is tu r b e d  th e  T e x a n s ,  w h o  w e r e  b eg in n in g  to q u e s t io n  the M e x i ­
ca n  s y s t e m  of la w  and  g o v e r n m e n t .  W hen S a n ta  A n n a  w a s  p e r ­
su a d ed  b y  A la m a n  to  r e a s s e r t  the C o lo n iz a t io n  L a w  of 1830, and  
c o m p l i e d  by  sen d in g  a n  a r m y  u n d er  G e n e r a l  C os  fo r  that p u r ­
p o s e ,  th e  T ex a n s  d e s p a ir e d .  T h en , w h e n  the c o n s e r v a t iv e  M e x ­
ic a n  C o n g r e s s ,  in f lu e n c e d  by  A la m a n 's  p h ilo so p h y ,  d e c r e e d  th at  
the C o n s t itu t io n  o f 1 8 2 4  w a s  v o id  and  r e p la c e d  i t  w i th  a c o n s e r ­
v a t iv e  d o cu m en t,  th e  T e x a n s  d e t e r m in e d  to d e fe n d  t h e m s e l v e s  
and d e c l a r e d  th e ir  s u p p o r t  for  th e  1824  c o n s t i tu t io n .
T h e  T e x a s  i n s u r r e c t io n  w a s  thus u n d erw a y , l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  
o f  A la m a n 's  p o l i c i e s .  H is  C o lo n iz a t io n  L aw  h a d  p r o v e d  a n a th e m a  
to the T e x a n s  and had e x a c e r b a t e d  the t e n s io n  b e t w e e n  the t e r r i ­
to r y  and the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h en  th e r e  h a d  fo l lo w e d  th e  
l ib e r a l  in te r lu d e ,  d u r in g  w h ic h  t im e  the L e y  d e l  6 de a b r i l  w a s  
not e n fo r c e d ,  and im m ig r a n t s  co n tin u e d  to c o m e  in to  T e x a s ,  
F in a l ly ,  Santa  A n n a 's  s e i z u r e  of p o w e r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  the c o n s e r ­
v a t iv e s  en a b le d  A la m a n  to b r in g  ab ou t a r e n e w e d  a t tem p t  to e n ­
f o r c e  th e  law , c a u s in g  th e  o u tb r ea k  of r e v o lu t io n .  C e r ta in ly  th e  
e v e n ts  in  T e x a s  w e r e  n o t  w h at A la m a n  in ten d ed , bu t that d o e s  
not a l t e r  th e  fa c t  that h e  w a s  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  the T e x a s  
in d e p e n d e n c e  m o v e m e n t .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  w a s  A la m a n 's  in f lu e n c e  
w h ic h  c a u s e d  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to p u r s u e  a  p o l i c y  of
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n o n - r e c o g n i t i o n  o n c e  T e x a s '  s o v e r e i g n t y  w a s  a  f a i t  a c c o m p l i ,  
in  t u r n  p la c in g  M e x ic o  and  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  on a  c o l l i s i o n  c o u r s e .
T h e  T e x a n  s t r u g g l e  fo r  in d e p e n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  O c to b e r  1835  
a n d  A p r i l  1836 b r o u g h t  ab ou t a  new  p h a se  o f  M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S t a te s  
h o s t i l i t y .  N o p o l i t i c i a n  o f  im p o r t a n c e  in  M e x ic o ,  w h a t e v e r  h is  
i d e o lo g y ,  h ad  a n y  doubt th a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  h a d  w o r k e d  to  b r in g  
a b o u t  th e  s e c e s s i o n  o f  T e x a s  f r o m  M e x ic o ,  e i t h e r  b y  p u r c h a s e  o r  
b y  r e v o lu t io n .  A n d  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  J a c k s o n  a d m in i s t r a t io n  e x ­
h i b i t e d  a  r e l u c t a n c e  to  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  o p e n ly  in  the T e x a s  
s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  M e x ic o ,  m o s t  p o l i t i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d  M e x ic a n s  
b l a m e d  th e  U n i t e d  S t a te s  f o r  th e  l o s s  o f  T e x a s - - n o t  A la m a n ,  not  
S a n ta  A nna. T h e r e  w a s  no l o n g e r  an y  q u e s t io n  th a t  A la m a n 's  
d e c a d e  of w a r n in g s  a g a in s t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  and  
p e o p le  w e r e  p r o p h e t ic  and  th a t  the M e x ic a n  p e o p le  sh o u ld  h a v e  
h e e d e d  th em .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  B u t le r  in  M e x ic o  d u r in g  a  
c r i t i c a l  p e r io d  o f  M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n e g o t ia t io n s  u n d e r m in e d  
th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  H is  c o n s ta n t  p r o m is in g  
th a t  h e  w a s  a b o u t  to  s e c u r e  T e x a s  and h i s  a s s u r a n c e s  th a t  A la m a n  
s u p p o r t e d  th e  U n i t e d  S t a te s  e f f o r t  lu l l e d  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  in to  a  
s t a t e  o f  a p a th y . A lth o u g h  th e  T e x a s  s e t t l e r s  to o k  m a t t e r s  in to  
t h e i r  ow n h a n d s ,  B u t l e r ' s  a c t i o n s  c o n v in c e d  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  th a t  the U n i t e d  S ta te s  w a s  in  s o m e  w a y  i m p l i c a t e d  in  the
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in d e p e n d e n c e  m o v e m e n t .
E v e n  d u r in g  the in i t ia l  m o n th s  o f  th e  T e x a s - M e x i c a n  
s t r u g g le ,  B u t le r  n u r tu r ed  h i s  o b s e s s i o n  to  a c q u ir e  M e x ic a n  
t e r r i t o r y .  In N o v e m b e r  1835 he r e v e a l e d  to J a c k s o n  th at "the 
c o u r s e  p u r s u e d  by  the p e o p le  o f  T e x a s  h a s  g r e a t ly  e x a s p e r a t e d  
G en Santa  A nn a, . . . 11 It w a s  r u m o r e d  that the M e x ic a n  le a d e r  
p la n n ed  a n  e x p e d it io n  to  s u p p r e s s  th e  T e x a n s ,  "and t h is  w i l l  
h a v e  th e  e f f e c t  of d e la y in g  m y  o p e r a t io n s ,  for  the P r e s i d e n t  
w i l l  p r o b a b ly  do nothing on  the s u b j e c t  u n t i l l  / s i c /  h i s  t e m p e r  
s u b s id e s .  "73 B u t le r  w a s  o b n o x io u s  to  th e  M e x ic a n s  b y  th is  
t im e ,  and in  D e c e m b e r  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  F o r s y t h  in f o r m e d  
h im  that he w a s  to r e t u r n  to the U n ited  S t a t e s .  H is t o r ia n s  w ho  
h a v e  s tu d ie d  th is  p e r io d  o f  M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  g e n ­
e r a l l y  a g r e e  w ith  one s p e c i a l i s t  th at B u t le r  " shou ld  h a v e  b e e n  
r e c a l l e d  m u c h  e a r l i e r .  H e w a s  c o n c e i t e d ,  b o a s tfu l ,  and  u n ­
p r in c ip le d ,  and a  d i s g r a c e  to  the n a t io n  w h ic h  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  "74
7 3 ib id . , B u t le r  to  J a c k s o n ,  N o v e m b e r  1835. N o  s p e c i f i c  
date  i s  g iv e n .
7 ^ M c C o r m a c  in  T he A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  of S ta te ,  ed. 
B e m i s ,  IY , 318 . T h o s e  in  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  M c C o r m a c  a r e  R iv e s ,  
M anning, V a la d e s ,  and J u s t in  S m ith , a m o n g  o t h e r s .  A s  e a r ly  
a s  1833, B u t l e r ' s  c o m p e t e n c e  w a s  q u e s t io n e d  by  th e  A m e r i c a n  
C o n su l  in  M e x ic o  C ity , J a m e s  S m ith  W i lc o c k s .  In F e b r u a r y ,  
h e  c h a r g e d  th a t  " B u tler  i s  u n w orth y  o f  an d  a d i s g r a c e  to  the  
o f f ic e  he  now  h o ld s ,  and o u g h t to  be r e c a l l e d  by  h is  g o v e r n m e n t .  " 
I t  w a s  W ilc o c k s '  c o n te n t io n  th a t  B u t le r  w a s  lew d  and th at he w a s
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B u t le r  w a s  rep la ce d ,  b y  P o w h a ta n  E l l i s ,  a f e l l o w  M is  s i s  - 
s ip p ia n  w h o  w a s  in s t r u c t e d  to u n d e r ta k e  a  n ew  p o l i c y  o f  n e g o ­
t ia t io n  w ith  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  T e r r i t o r i a l  p u r c h a s e  w a s  
not to b e  d i s c u s s e d .  It w a s  to  b e  E l l i s '  t a s k  to a t te m p t  to  a s s u r e  
th e  M e x ic a n  n at ion  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y 's  g o o d  w i l l ,  th ou gh  s u c h  r e ­
a s s u r a n c e  s e e m e d  to  b e  too  la te .
M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S ta te s  r e la t io n s  had r e a c h e d  a  n ew  lo w . B y  
the m id d le  o f  1836, T e x a n  in d e p e n d e n c e  w a s  a  r e a l i t y ,  and i t  
c h a fe d  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,  M e x ic a n  o f f ic ia l s  
in d ic a t e d  no d e s i r e  to  t r e a t  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
on an y  s u b je c t  of im p o r t a n c e .  T h e  a tt itu d e  o f m a n y  A m e r ic a n s  
d id  n o t  en h a n ce  th e  c h a n c e  for  im p r o v e m e n t  in  r e la t io n s .  T h e re  
w a s  m u c h  u n o f f ic ia l  su p p o r t  fo r  the T e x a s  in d e p e n d e n c e  m o v e ­
m e n t  in  sp ite  of o f f i c i a l  r e t i c e n c e .  A  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t n e s s  of
n o to r io u s  fo r  m o l e s t i n g  young M e x ic a n  g i r l s  o f  good  f a m i l i e s .
In  D e c e m b e r ,  W i lc o c k s  e x p r e s s e d  hope th at he  w o u ld  h a v e  the  
o p p o r tu n ity  to p r e s e n t  h is  v ie w s  to  P r e s i d e n t  J a c k s o n ,  w h o s e  
e a r  B u t le r  p o s s e s s e d ,  s o  h e  c o u ld  " p ro v e  th a t  C o l B u t le r ' s  c o n ­
du ct i s  d i s g r a c e f u l  to  h i s  c o u n tr y  and th a t  he sh o u ld  not b e  
s u f f e r e d  to r e p r e s e n t  i t  lo n g e r  in  th is  R e p u b lic .  " N a t io n a l  
A r c h i v e s ,  D ept, o f  S ta te  MSS, R G  59> C o n su la r  R e p o r t s ,  
M e x ic o  C ity , W i lc o c k s  to  M c L a n e ,  F e b r u a r y  15, 1833; D e c e m ­
b e r  2 4 ,  1833, II. I t  m ig h t  be p o in te d  out that W ilc o c k s  w a s  
d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  h i s  p o s t  in  A p r i l  1834.
^ M c C o r m a c  in  T he A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  of S ta te , ed .  
B e m i s ,  IV, 319.
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th e s e  e v e n ts  w a s  T h o m a s  H a rt B enton , w ho r e m e m b e r e d  that  
n ew s of the v ic t o r y  a t  San  J a c in to  c a u s e d  g r e a t  r e j o ic in g  in  
W ashington . "The p e o p le  w e r e  e x a l t e d - - C o n g r e s s  not l e s s  
s o - - a n d  a f e e l in g  fo r  the a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  of T e x ia n  in d ep en ­
d ence , i f  n ot u n iv e r s a l ,  a lm o s t  g e n e r a l .  "76
W hen the A m e r i c a n  S en a te  c o n v e n e d  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  a f t e r  
San Ja c in to ,  th e r e  w a s  m u c h  ta lk  c o n c e r n in g  the r e c o g n it io n  of 
the in d ep en d en ce  of T e x a s .  S o m e  s e n a t o r s ,  su c h  a s  C alhoun of  
South C a r o lin a ,  not o n ly  su p p o rted  T e x a n  in d ep en d en ce  but a l s o  
c a l le d  fo r  im m e d ia te  a d m is s io n  o f th at t e r r i t o r y  in to  the Union. 
B enton , h o w e v e r ,  co n te n d ed  that T e x a s  w a s  o f f ic ia l ly  at w ar  
w ith  M e x ic o .  B y  in c o r p o r a t in g  T e x a s  into  the U nion , the U n ited  
S ta tes  w o u ld  in  e f f e c t  be  tak ing  up th e  T e x a s  s tr u g g le .  T h is  cou ld  
not be: "We h ad  t r e a t i e s  of a m ity  w ith  M e x ic o  /a n d ?  to  jo in
T ex a s  in  the w a r ,  w a s  to be  f a i t h l e s s  to th o se  t r e a t i e s .  "77 
Such r e a s o n in g ,  i f  it  w e r e  know n in  M ex ic o ,  did not i m p r e s s  
the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  The U n ited  S ta te s  had b ro u g h t about  
the T ex a s  p r o b le m . W hat w a s  to  s to p  th at g o v e r n m e n t  fr o m  f u r ­
th er  a n n o y a n c e s ?  M o st  M e x ic a n  o f f i c ia l s  in  1 8 3 5 -1 8 3 6  w o u ld
7 ^ T h ir ty  Y e a r s 1 V iew : Or, A  H is to r y  o f the W ork in g  o f  the. 
A m e r ic a n  G o v e rn m e n t  fo r  T h ir ty  Y e a r s  f r o m  1820 to 1850  
(2 v o l s .  ; N ew  Y ork , 1854), I, 665 .
77ibid., 667j 668.
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h ave  a g r e e d  w ith  the a s s e s s m e n t  o f a  la te r  h i s t o r ia n  that in  
th is  sp a n  the A m e r ic a n  hunger fo r  la n d -o w n e r  sh ip  had in d ee d  
b e c o m e  g r e e d .  78
E l l i s '  s i tu a t io n  in  M ex ico  w a s  not en v ia b le .  The a c t io n s  o f  
h is  p r e d e c e s s o r s  had p r e ju d ic e d  the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a g a in s t  
the U n ited  S ta te s ,  and A la m a n  fo r m u la te d  th e s e  p r e ju d ic e s  into  
a p o l ic y .  I t  w a s  n oted  in  D e c e m b e r  1836 that E l l i s  had a c h ie v e d  
nothing in  the w ay  o f n eg o t ia t io n s  w ith  M ex ica n  o f f ic ia l s .  C on ­
seq u en tly ,  he w a s  r e p o r t e d  to be g iv in g  c o n s id e r a t io n  to the r e ­
q u es t  of h is  p a s s p o r t .  He c o m p la in e d  to th e  M ex ic a n  a u th o r it ie s  
on n u m e r o u s  o c c a s io n s  but r e c e iv e d  no a n s w e r .  The o b s e r v e r  
who r e p o r t e d  th is  b e l i e v e d  that E l l i s  . . w i l l  go h o m e i f  
th e s e  d em a n d s  a re  not a n s w e r e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i ly .  I le a r n  that  
m a n y  d ays  h ave  e la p s e d ,  and th at no a n sw e r  has  b e e n  g iv e n .  . . . " 
A lso ,  it  w a s  c le a r  th a t  "on the p a r t  of the p r i e s t s  and the p r e s e n t  
g o v e r n m e n t  h e r e ,  th e r e  i s  no good  fe e l in g  to w a r d s  the U. S ta te s .  
N orth  A m e r ic a n s  l iv e  an u n ea sy  l i f e  . . , , not knowing w h at to  
e x p ec t  f r o m  day to day. . . . "79 i n sp ite  of h is  d is c o u r a g e m e n t ,  
E ll i s  d id  not r e q u e s t  h is  p a s s p o r t .  He r e m a in e d  in  M ex ic o  until
78 e . C . B a rk er ,  "The U n ited  S ta te s  and M e x ic o ,  " The  
M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l le y  H is t o r ic a l  R e v ie w , I, (1914), 7.
^ N e w  Y ork  D a i ly  E x p r e s s  q u oted  in  N i l e s 1 W e ek ly  R e g i s ­
t e r ,  LI (D e c e m b e r  10, 1836), 225 .
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1 8 42 , a t t e m p t in g  i n  s o m e  w a y  to  r e c t i f y  th e  s i t u a t io n  o f r e ­
l a t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  to o  d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  A la m a n  had d o n e  h is  
w o r k  w e l l .
A lth o u g h  th e  i s s u e  b e t w e e n  M e x ic o  a n d  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  no 
l o n g e r  c o n c e r n e d  th e  l a t t e r ' s  a c q u is i t i o n  o f  T e x a s  b y  m e a n s  of  
n e g o t ia t io n ,  th at a r e a  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e m a in e d  th e  i s s u e  o f  c o n ­
te n t io n  b e t w e e n  th e  tw o n a t io n s .  The M e x i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a b s o ­
l u t e l y  r e f u s e d  to  a c k n o w le d g e  the in d e p e n d e n c e  of T e x a s  in  any  
o f f i c i a l  m a n n e r  a n d  a d h e r e d  to  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  a d v a n c e d  b y  
A la m a n  and o t h e r s  th at th e  a r e a  w a s  a r e b e l l i o u s  M e x ic a n  
p r o v in c e ,  n oth ing  mo:ne. I n  r e a l i t y ,  the M e x i c a n  o f f i c i a l s  
k n ew  T e x a s  w a s  l o s t ;  h o w e v e r ,  th e r e  w a s  n o w  e v id e n t  th e  f e a r  
th a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w o u ld  g r a n t  r e c o g n i t io n  to  T e x a s ,  or  e v e n  
a n n e x  th e  a r e a .  T h e  la t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  w a s  n o t  l ik e l y  a t  th a t  
t i m e ,  f o r  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  
c h a r g e  b y  M e x ic o  th a t  i t  h a d  p r e c ip i t a t e d  th e  T e x a s  r e v o lu t io n .
B u t the M e x ic a n s  s t i l l  w e r e  u n c o m fo r ta b le  ab ou t th e  p o s s i ­
b i l i t y  o f  U n ite d  S t a t e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of T e x a s .  To m a k e  m a t t e r s  
w o r s e  fo r  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  the T e x a n s  tu r n e d  to  b o th  
G r e a t  B r i t a in  an d  F r a n c e  f o r  s u p p o r t  w h e n  i t  b e c a m e  c l e a r  that  
the U n ite d  S t a t e s  w a s  r e lu c t a n t  to m a k e  a n y  o v e r t  d ip lo m a t i c  
a p p r o a c h .  S t i l l ,  t h e s e  E u r o p e a n  n a t io n s  w e r e  f a r  a w a y ,  T e x a s  
an d  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  w e r e  c o n t ig u o u s .  M o r e o v e r ,  G r e a t
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B r i t a in ' s  r e c o g n i t io n  c o u ld  in  th e  lon g  run  p r o v e  b e n e f i c ia l  to  
M e x ic o ,  fo r  the B r i t i s h  o p p o se d  th e  w e s t w a r d  e x p a n s io n  o f  the  
U n ited  S t a te s .  T he p r e s e n c e  o f  an  in d ep en d e n t  T e x a s  nation ,  
w ith  B r i t i s h  t i e s ,  m o r e  th an  l ik e ly  w o u ld  im p e d e  A m e r i c a n  
e x p a n s io n  to the  w e s t .
The new  T e x a s  s i tu a t io n  b e c a m e  th e  f o c a l  p o in t  of th e  M e x ­
ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  b e tw e e n  1837  and 1844, A s  
n o ted  p r e v io u s ly ,  S an ta  A nna h ad  r e tu r n e d  in  d i s g r a c e  to  M e x ­
ic o  a f t e r  the f i a s c o  a t  S a n  J a c in to .  F o r  the m o m e n t  he  w a s  c o n ­
ten t to  r e t i r e  to  M an ga  de C la v o  and to c o n te m p la te  h is  fu tu r e .  
M ea n w h ile ,  in  D e c e m b e r  1836 A la m a n  a u th o r e d  a new  c o n s t i ­
tu t io n  q u ite  r e s t r i c t i v e  in  n a tu r e ,  and the c o n s e r v a t iv e  f o r c e s  
r e ig n e d  s u p r e m e .  W h ile  A la m a n  w a s  th en  e n g r o s s e d  w ith  h is  
in d u s t r ia l  p r o g r a m , A n a s t a s io  B u s ta m a n te  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  E u r o ­
p e a n  e x i l e  to  b e c o m e  p r e s id e n t  a g a in .  H e s e r v e d  f r o m  1837  to  
1841 b e fo r e  b e in g ~ o v e r th r o w n  o n ce  m o r e  b y  S a n ta  A nna, w h o  b y  
th at t im e  had r e g a in e d  h is  l o s t  p r e s t ig e  and g l o r y  b y  v ir t u e  o f  
th e  " P a s tr y  W ar"  w ith  F r a n c e .
It w a s  d u r in g  th is  s e c o n d  B u s ta m a n te  p r e s id e n c y  th a t  the  
q u e s t io n  of T e x a s  c a m e  to be of p a r a m o u n t  im p o r t a n c e  to  M e x ic o ,  
fo r  i t  w a s  th e  k e y  to fu tu r e  r e la t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  
F o l lo w in g  the p r e c e d e n t  s e t  by  A la m a n , the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
e x p r e s s e d  a d e t e r m in a t io n  not to  l o s e  T e x a s  to  the U n ited  S t a te s ,
e ith er  b y  v ir tu e  of d ip lo m a tic  r e la t io n s  or an n exation . E v e n  
so , su ch  d e te r m in a t io n  had no w e ig h t  o f  fo r c e  beh in d  it  to  p r e ­
ven t the l o s s  of T e x a s .  It w a s  the attitude of the U n ited  S ta te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  that a c tu a l ly  a l lo w e d  the M ex ic a n s  to  c a r r y  out th e ir  
p o lic y  of n o n -r e c o g n it io n  a s  long  a s  th ey  did. The A m e r ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  so m e w h a t  id e a l ly ,  w as  i t s e l f  d e te r m in e d  to  m en d
the d ip lo m a tic  fe n c e  w ith  M e x ic o .  Thus e n s u e d  s e v e n  y e a r s  of ...
m a n e u v e r in g  w h ic h  in  the end  w ould  p ro v e  not on ly  f r u i t l e s s  but  
a ls o  d i s a s t r o u s  for  M e x ic o .
C o m m e n c in g  in  183 7, the M ex ica n  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d ertook  a 
c a m p a ig n  o f s o r t s  to  in d ica te  how the c o u n try  f e l t  about U n ited  
S ta te s  in ten t io n s  r eg a r d in g  T e x a s .  T h ere  w a s  nothing d e fe r e n t ia l  
about th e  M e x ic a n  e ffo r t .  On the c o n tr a r y ,  th ey  w e r e  b e l l i c o s e  
in  th e ir  a r g u m e n t s .  E v en  though A la m a n  w a s  not an  a c t iv e  
p a r t ic ip a n t  in  the g o v e r n m e n t  during the la t t e r  y e a r s  of the  
18 3 0 's ,  h is  hand i s  d i s c e r n ib le  in m u ch  of the fo r m a l  p o l ic y  
of h is  co u n try .
On M a rc h  21, 1837, the F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  M in is te r ,  J o s e  
M a ria  O rtiz  M o n a s te r io ,  a d d r e s s e d  h im s e l f  to  th e  A m e r ic a n
S^ITor the attitude of the T ex a n  g o v e r n m e n t  during th e s e  
y e a r s ,  c o n s u l t  G e o rg e  P i e r c e  G a r r iso n ,  ed. , D ip lo m a tic  
C o r r e sp o n d e n c e  o f the R ep u b lic  of T e x a s  (T h e  A m e r ic a n  
H is t o r ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  R e p o r t ,  1 9 0 7 -1 9 0 8 ) ,  II.
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S e c r e ta r y  o f S ta te , and h is  r e m a r k s  e x h ib i te d  the t h e o r ie s  p r o ­
pounded b y  A la m a n  in  r e f e r e n c e  to s u s p ic io n s  o f  the m o t iv e s  o f  
the U nited  S t a te s .  "The M e x ic a n  G o v ern m en t,  " he w r o te ,  
" regard s  th a t  of the U. S ta te s  too ju s t  to  su p p o se  th at ig n o b le  
v ie w s  of a g g r a n d iz e m e n t  c o u ld  g o v e r n  i t s  m o t iv e s .  " But s u c h  
did not s e e m  to be the c a s e .  " N e v e r th e le s s ,  the m e a s u r e  c o m ­
pla ined  of i s  in c o n te s ta b le ;  i t  i s  ann ounced  in  an o f f ic ia l  pap er  
of the U. S t a te s ,  the N ew  O r le a n s  B e e .  . . . "  A s a r e s u l t  of  
th is  d i s c o v e r y ,  M o n a s te r io  in d ica ted  that he had ". . . r e c e i v e d  
in s tr u c t io n s  fr o m  h is  e x c e l l e n c y  the p r e s id e n t  ad in t e r im  o f the  
rep ublic  to  p r o te s t ,  a s  he d o e s  now p r o te s t  in  the m o s t  s o le m n  
m an n er  b e f o r e  a l l  c iv i l i z e d  nations , a g a in s t  the a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  
of the in d ep en d en ce  o f  the p re te n d e d  r e p u b lic  of T ex a s ,  m a d e  by  
the U nited S ta te s  of A m e r i c a  . . . , " and he d e c la r e d  "that it  
cannot in  an y  m an n er  or m o d e ,  e ith e r  now o r  at any t im e  to  
co m e , w e a k e n ,  d im in ish , or  c o m p r o m it ,  in  the le a s t ,  the  
r ig h ts  of the  rep u b lic  of M e x ic o  on the t e r r i t o r y  of T e x a s ,  nor  
the r ight w h ic h  it  p o s s e s s e s  to e m p lo y  a l l  the m e a n s  w h ic h  a r e
O 1
or m ay  b e  in  i t s  pow er to  r e c o v e r  the s a id  t e r r i t o r y .  " Such  
w a s  M e x ic o 's  stand, b a s e d  upon A la m a n 's  th e o r y  that the U n ited
S lN i l e s 1 W eekly R e g is t e r , LII (M ay 13, 1837), 168.
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S ta te s  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  to s e c u r e  M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y  and that  
M e x ic o  in  tu rn  h ad  to  r e s i s t  a t  a l l  c o s t .  T h e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
w o u ld  r e m a in  in t r a n s ig e n t  on th is  s u b j e c t  u n ti l  th e  o u tb r ea k  o f  
w a r  s o m e  n in e  y e a r s  la t e r .
A t th is  t im e ,  A la m a n  e x p r e s s e d  d e je c t io n  a t  the s ta te  of  
a f f a ir s  in  h i s  c o u n try . He cou ld  not h e lp  but f e e l  a r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i ty  for  M e x ic o ' s  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  fo r  h i s  L e y  h ad  p r o v e d  to b e  
th e  fu s e  w h ic h  d e to n a ted  th e  T e x a s  e x p lo s io n .  M o r e  than  l ik e ly  
th is  k n o w led g e  c a u s e d  h im  to  tu rn  v ig o r o u s ly  to h is  in d u s tr ia l  
s c h e m e s .  H o w e v e r ,  he r e m a in e d  a d a m a n t  in  h i s  c o n te n t io n  
that he had fo l lo w e d  th e  b e s t  c o u r s e  fo r  M e x ic o  in  d e a l in g  w ith  
the U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  A nd M e x ic a n  p u b lic  o f f ic ia l s  
co n tin u ed  to  c o n s u lt  h im  fo r  a d v ic e .
In A p r i l  1837, A la m a n  r e v e a le d  h is  f e e l i n g s  to  the Duke  
de T e r r a n o v a  y M o n te le o n e .  In h is  w o r d s ,  b e c a u s e  o f the  r e c e n t  
e v e n ts  r e g a r d in g  T e x a s ,  "la m i s e r i a  p u b lica  p u es  e s  s u m a  . . .  . "
He r e c o u n te d  how  th e  M e x ic a n  a r m y  s e n t  to T e x a s  had fa l t e r e d ,  
w h ic h  le d  to  n a t io n a l  h u m il ia t io n .  A l s o ,  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  w e r e  
in  a  s ta te  of c o n fu s io n ,  and he in d ic a te d  that G e n e r a l  B u s ta m a n te  
so o n  w o u ld  b e  a s k e d  to  a s s u m e  the o f f ic e  of p r e s id e n t  a g a in .
A d d ed  to the in t e r n a l  w o e s  of the c o u n try ,  he w r o te ,  w a s  the  
f a c t  that the U n ited  S ta te s  had a c k n o w le d g e d  the in d ep en d e n c e  
o f T e x a s .  S u ch  a c t io n  on  th at c o u n t r y 's  p a r t  w o u ld  c o m p l i c a t e
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M e x ic o 's  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  r e g a r d  to E ngland and  
F r a n c e .  T h is  new s w o u ld  g iv e  th e  Duke an  " id ea  d e l  t r i s t e  
e s ta d o  e n  que e s t o  s e  en cu en tra . A la m a n  d id  not d e s p a ir  
of the s itu a t io n , h o w e v e r ,  for he  s t i l l  b e l ie v e d  M e x ic o  could  
d e v e lo p  in d u s tr ia l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  w ith  B r i t i s h  supp ort. Then  
p o l i t ic a l  s ta b i l i ty  w o u ld  fo llow , and the U n ited  S ta te s  w ould  fa ce  
a r e c o n s t i t u te d  M e x ic o ,
A s  w a s  in d ica ted  b e fo r e ,  th is  r e v iv a l  o f  M e x ic o 's  e c o n o m ic  
and p o l i t i c a l  a f fa ir s  d id  not c o m e  to p a s s  a s  A la m a n  hoped, F o r  
the n ex t th r e e  y e a r s  the M ex ic a n  s itu a t io n  ch an ged  l i t t le ;  h en ce ,  
the T e x a s  p r o b le m  w a s  not a l l e v ia t e d  b y  the a p p ea r a n c e  of a 
s t r o n g e r  M ex ic o .  A tte m p ts  to n e g o t ia te  s o m e  typ e  o f s e t t le m e n t  
w e r e  in i t ia te d  b e tw e e n  the M e x ic a n  and U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n ­
m e n t s ,  but th e s e  w e r e  fu t i le  f r o m  the s ta r t .  T h e r e  w a s  no in ­
d ic a t io n  that M e x ic o 's  b e l l i c o s i t y  had d ec lin ed , as  w a s  r e p o r ted  
in  183 7: "The M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  has i s s u e d  an o r d e r  d e c la r in g
a b lo c k a d e  o f  a l l  the p o r ts  of T e x a s ,  . . . "  A t the s a m e  t im e ,
^ D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , A la m a n  to the Duke de T er r a n o v a  
y  M o n te leo n e , A p r i l  3, 1837, IV, 3 7 4 -3 7 5 .  T hroughou t m o s t  of  
A la m a n 's  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  m e n t io n  of th e  s ta te  of  
a f f a ir s  b e tw e e n  M ex ic o  and the U n ited  S ta te s .  W hen d i s c u s s io n  
of th is  r e la t io n s h ip  a p p e a r s ,  i t  i s  in  an un u su a l con text;  for  
e x a m p le ,  th is  p a s s a g e  i s  found in  one of h is  r e g u la r  r e p o r t s  
to  the Duke co n c er n in g  the la t t e r ' s  h o ld in g s  in  M ex ic o ,  of  
w h ic h  A la m a n  w a s  a d m in is t r a to r .
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th e r e  w a s  e v id e n c e  th at a l l  w a s  not w e l l  w i t h in  M e x ic o ,  fo r  
" th ere  a r e  e x t e n s iv e  s y m p t o m s  o f in t e r n a l  d i s o r d e r  an d  p en d in g  
r e v o lu t io n  in  M e x ic o ,  . . . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  S an ta  A nna w a s  r e ­
p o r te d  to  be  r e g a in in g  h is  f o r m e r  p o p u la r ity  in  the c o u n try .  He  
w a s  s a id  to b e  ", . . a t  h is  p la n ta tio n , w a it in g  the tu rn  o f  
a f f a i r s .  The t id e  of pu b lic  f e e l in g  i s  s a id  to  b e  tu rn in g  i n  h is  
fa v o r .  1,83
T he fa c t  th a t  Santa  Anna, w h o se  d e fe a t  an d  ca p tu re  a t  San  
J a c in to  had h u m i l ia t e d  M e x ic o ,  w a s  o n ce  m o r e  g a in in g  p op u lar  
su p p o r t  in d ic a te d  M e x ic o 's  s e a r c h  for  r e d e m p t io n  w a s  g a th e r in g  
m o m e n tu m . If S an ta  Anna w a s  to  be  the in s t r u m e n t  to  l e a d  th is  
n a t io n a l  e f fo r t ,  th e n  A la m a n  had su p p lied  the n a t ion  w ith  i t s  
m o t iv e  fo r  s a v in g  f a c e - - h a t r e d  fo r  and f e a r  o f  the U n ited  S t a te s .  
A nd i t  w a s  a g r e e d  that T e x a s  w a s  the j u s t i f i c a t io n  for  th is  o u t look .
T he M e x ic a n  a tt itu d e  to w a r d  the U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t 's  
in v o lv e m e n t  in  the T e x a n  a f f a ir  w a s  for  th e  m o s t  p a r t  e x p r e s s e d  
by T o r n e l  in  1837, w h o s e  w o r d s  r e f l e c t e d  A la m a n 's  th in k in g .  
A c c o r d in g  to T o r n e l ,
F o r  m o r e  than f i f ty  y e a r s ,  that i s ,  f r o m  the  
v e r y  p e r io d  o f  th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  in fan cy , th e  p r e ­
v a i l in g  th ou gh t in  the U n ite d  S ta te s  of A m e r i c a  
h a s  b e e n  th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f the g r e a t e r  p a r t  of the
83N i l e s 1 W eek ly  R e g is te r ,  LH (A pril 15, 1837), 97.
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t e r r i t o r y  that f o r m e r l y  b e lo n g e d  to  Spain ,  
p a r t i c u l a r ly  that p a r t  w h ic h  to - d a y  b e lo n g s  
to  th e  M e x ic a n  n a t io n .  D e m o c r a t s  an d  F e d ­
e r a l i s t s ,  a l l  th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  w h a te v e r  
t h e ir  o ld  or new  d e s ig n a t io n s ,  h a v e  b e e n  in  
p e r f e c t  a c c o r d  up on  o n e  point, th e ir  d e s i r e  
to  e x te n d  the l im i t s  o f  th e  rep u b lic  to  the north ,  
to th e  south , and to  th e  w e s t ,  u s in g  fo r  th e  p u r ­
p o s e  a l l  the m e a n s  a t  t h e ir  co m m a n d , g u id ed  by  
cu n n in g , d e c e it ,  a n d  b a d  fa ith . 84
H o w e v e r  d e te r m in e d  the U n ite d  S ta te s ,  M e x ic o  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  
s o ,  T o r n e l  d e c la r e d .  T h e  l o s s  of a c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t io n  of  
M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  n o t  to  o c c u r ,  for  su c h  an  e v e n t  c o u ld  
o n ly  le a d  to  the h u m il ia t io n  o f the nation , "She stan d s  r e a d y  to  
buy p e a c e  a t  any c o s t ,  " h e  a s s e r t e d ,  " e x c e p t  th at o f  h e r  h o n o r .  " 
The p r o b le m  cou ld  be s o l v e d  e a s i l y .  " L et the m o t iv e  fo r  the  
m a n y  c o m p la in t s  a g a in s t  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  be r e m o v e d ,  an d  our  
w e l l - f o u n d e d  f e a r s  th at f o r c e  a lone  i s  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  th e  i n ­
j u s t i c e s  o f f e r e d  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r .  "85 But s u c h  M e x ic a n  d e t e r ­
m in a t io n  to  m a in ta in  a  p o s i t i o n  of in d ig n a n t  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s  
w a s  b e c o m in g  b o t h e r s o m e  to  m a n y  in  th e  U n ited  S t a te s .  I t  w a s  
s u g g e s t e d  by  an A m e r i c a n  in  M e x ic o  C ity  that " n e g o c ia t io n  / s i c /
8 4 J o s e  M a ria  T o r n e l  y  M en d iv il ,  " R e la t io n s  B e t w e e n  
T e x a s ,  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a ,  an d  the M e x ic a n  R e ­
p u b lic ,  " T he M ex ic a n  S id e  o f  the T ex a n  R e v o lu t io n  b y  the  
C h ie f  M e x ic a n  P a r t ic ip a n t s ,  ed . C a r lo s  E . C a sta n e d a  (D a l la s ,  
1928), 2 8 7 .
85I b i d . , 378.
265
i s  a  fu t i le  and a b s u r d  w a y  o f b r in g in g  th e  M e x ic a n s  to  a  s e n s e  
o f  j u s t i c e - - e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  a m p ly  p r o v e d  i t  to  be  s o ,  N oth ing  
but the s tr o n g  a r m  o f  p o w e r  w i l l  e f f e c t  th at o b je c t .  "86
In s p i t e  o f  the h o s t i l i t y  b e t w e e n  M e x ic a n s  an d  A m e r i c a n s ,  
w h ic h  had i n c r e a s e d  n o t ic e a b ly  b y  1 8 3 9 , t h e r e  s e e m e d  to  b e  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s e t t l e m e n t  of th e  p r o b le m  in  the s p r in g  o f  1 8 4 0 . 
P r e s i d e n t  B u s ta m a n te  a p p a re n t ly  d e s i r e d  to end th e  c o n f l i c t  w ith  
the U n ited  S ta te s  o v e r  T e x a s '  in d e p e n d e n c e .  In  A p r i l ,  P r e s i d e n t  
M ira b ea u  L a m a r  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  of T e x a s  w a s  in v i t e d  to  M e x ic o  
C ity , a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  J a m e s  T r e a t .  In th e  c a p ­
i ta l ,  h e  m e t  w ith  th e  M e x ic a n  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a ir s ,  and  
th e  q u e s t io n  o f M e x ic a n  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  of T e x a n  in d e p e n d e n c e  
w a s  d i s c u s s e d .  T he  s u b j e c t  th en  w a s  put b e fo r e  a C o u n c il  o f  
S ta te  in  J u n e . A la m a n  w a s  a m e m b e r  of th is  b o d y  a s  c o u n s e lo r  
to  B u s ta m a n te ,  and h e  p r e s e n t e d  to i t s  m e m b e r s  a " D ic ta m e n  
s o b r e  la  in d e p e n d e n c ia  de T e j a s ,  " w h ic h  he  h a d  c o m p o s e d  on  
M ay 2 9 . In  th is  s t a t e m e n t ,  he r e i t e r a t e d  h is  o p in io n  th at T e x a s  
c o u ld  not b e  c o n s i d e r e d  an  in d ep en d en t  s ta te .  T e x a s  w a s  s t i l l  a 
r e b e l l i o u s  p r o v in c e .  I t  w a s  f o l ly  e v e n  to  c o n s id e r  th is  r e q u e s t  
fo r  r e c o g n i t io n  of in d e p e n d e n c e  b y  the T e x a n s .  A la m a n  th en  
a d v is e d  th a t  th e  c a s e  b e  put b e fo r e  the N a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  fo r
S ^ N ile s 1 W eek ly  R e g is te r ,  LVI (June 1, 1839), 214.
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d i s c u s s io n ,  s i n c e  i t  w a s  the duty of that g r o u p  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  
o r  not r e c o g n i t io n  o f a n  in d ep en d e n t  T e x a s  sh o u ld  be  g r a n te d .  
A la m a n 1 s m o v e  w a s  w e l l - c a l c u l a t e d ,  fo r  th e  M e x ic a n  C o n g r e s s  
w a s  p r e d o m in a n t ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e  in  i t s  m e m b e r s h ip .  C o n s e ­
q u en tly ,  in  k e e p in g  w ith  A la m a n 's  v ie w s ,  the  l e g i s la t u r e  r e ­
j e c t e d  the id e a  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  T e x a s  a s  an  in d ep en d e n t  nation .
A g a in  A la m a n  p la y e d  a  p iv o t a l  r o le  in  d e te r m in in g  th e  d i r e c ­
t io n  w h ic h  M e x ic a n - U n i te d  S t a te s  r e la t io n s  w o u ld  ta k e . Had M e x ­
ic a n  r e c o g n i t io n  o f T e x a s  b e e n  fo r th c o m in g ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  th at a 
new  d ip lo m a t ic  o u t lo o k  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
m ig h t  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d .  But a s  it  w a s ,  h o s t i l i t i e s  w e r e  e x a c e r ­
bated , and the p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  a p e a c e fu l  s e t t l e m e n t  of the d i s ­
p u te s  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o c o u n t r ie s  d im in is h e d .
T h ro u g h o u t  th e  r e s t  of 1840, the s i tu a t io n  d id  not im p r o v e .  
In d eed , th e r e  w a s  a  f e e l in g  o f fu t i l i t y  e v id e n t  in  the U n ited  
S t a t e s .  I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  au tu m n  that th e  p r o g r e s s  of n e g o ­
t ia t io n s  w a s  n i l .  A  jo in t  c o m m i s s i o n  w a s  m e e t in g  in  an  a t tem p t  
to  a d ju s t  c la im s  o f  U n ited  S t a te s  c i t i z e n s  a g a in s t  the M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  bu t t h e r e  w a s  a s  y e t  no g l im m e r in g  o f  an  a g r e e ­
m e n t .  One n ew s  s o u r c e  in d ic a te d  that "we a r e  m o r t i f i e d  b y
® ^ Z o rr il la ,  H is t o r ia  de l a s  r e l a c i o n e s , I, 132 . F o r  th e  
" D ic ta m e n  . . . "  s e e  A la m a n , D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s ,  II, 545 .
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th is  in fo rm a tio n , becau.se, h a v in g  b e e n  d e c id e d  and e a r n e s t  
a d v o c a te s  fo r  an  a m ic a b le  a d ju d ica t io n  and a r b itr a t io n  of th e s e  
c la im s ,  in  p r e f e r e n c e  to a r e s o r t  to a r m s  fo r  r e d r e s s  of the  
a l le g e d  g r ie v a n c e s  of our c i t i z e n s  . . . w e  lo o k ed  w ith  c o n f id en ce  
to a  p ro m p t and j u s t  a c t io n  upon the su b jec t .  "88 But the c la im s  
d isp u te  w a s  o n ly  a co n tin u a tio n  of the a lr e a d y - c o m p le x  p r o b le m .  
The M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  d e n ie d  that A m e r ic a n  c i t i z e n s  had  
s u f fe r e d  m is t r e a t m e n t  at i t s  i n s i s t e n c e .  A t the  s a m e  t im e ,  the  
U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  a d e te r m in a t io n  to  s e e  that 
its  c i t i z e n s  w e r e  c o m p e n s a te d  fo r  l o s s e s  due to M ex ica n  m a l ­
f e a s a n c e .  Thus con tin u ed  the c o n t r o v e r s y .
In  Janu ary  1841, P r e s id e n t  B u s ta m a n te ,  w ho now had  begun  
to s e n s e  that San ta  Anna had p o l i t i c a l  a m b it io n s  once  again ,  
a ttem p te d  to e n h a n ce  h is  ow n p o s it io n .  H e announced to  the C on­
g r e s s  that the "attem pted"  in s u r r e c t io n  in  the north  had fa i led .
In h is  w o r d s ,  "the r e v o lu t io n  of the north  w h ich  so  s e r i o u s l y  
a f fe c te d  the n a t io n a l  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  fr o m  the m e la n c h o ly  i m ­
p r e s s i o n  that m is g u id e d  M e x ic a n s  w e r e  f igh tin g  a g a in s t  th e ir  
cou n try , has e n d e d  in  the m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  m a n n er . " The  
lo y a lty  o f M e x ic a n s  in  the T e x a s  r e g io n  w a s  lauded , and he  
h op ed  that t h e s e  p e o p le  co u ld  m a in ta in  t h e m s e lv e s  a g a in s t  the
8 8 N i le s ‘ W eek ly  R e g is te r , LIX (O ctober 17, 1840), 97.
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T e x a n s .  I f  su ch  a s i tu a t io n  sh ou ld  a r i s e ,  B u s ta m a n te  p r o m is e d  
th at "this fo r tu n a te  e v e n t  w i l l ,  p ro v id ed  I r e c e i v e  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  
I a m  ju s t i f i e d  in  e x p e c t in g  f r o m  y o u r  p o w e r fu l  c o o p e r a t io n ,  
fa c i l i t a te  the r e c o v e r y  o f the D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T e x a s .
T h is  e f fo r t  on B u s ta m a n te ' s  p a r t  to im p ly  that T e x a s  so o n  
w o u ld  be r e tu r n e d  to  M e x ic a n  c o n tr o l  w a s  not s u c c e s s f u l  in  
a r o u s in g  the cou n try . B y  th e  m id d le  o f  1841, o p p o s it io n  to  h is  
g o v e r n m e n t  c l im a x e d ,  and  th e r e  so o n  fo l lo w e d  that s e r i e s  of  
p r o n o u n c e m e n ts  a l lu d ed  to  in  an e a r l i e r  c h a p ter .  F r o m  th is  
c o n fu s io n  e m e r g e d  Santa A nna, now o n e - le g g e d  and a h e r o  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of the " P a s tr y  W ar. " He a s s u m e d  c o n tr o l  o f  th e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  as  a b s o lu te  d ic ta to r ,  w a s  at the h e ig h t  o f  h is  p o w er  th rou gh ­
out 1842, th en  r e t i r e d  to  M anga de C la v o  w h en  he  b e c a m e  b o red  
w ith  m a n a g in g  the c o u n try . V ic e  P r e s id e n t  N ic o la s  B ra v o  
a tte m p te d  to r u le  in  h is  s te a d ,  but in  1843 a Junta o f N o ta b le s ,  
of w h ich  A la m a n  w a s  a m e m b e r ,  d rew  up a n ew  c o n s t i tu t io n  
m a k in g  the  e x e c u t iv e  o f f ic e  v ir tu a l ly  a l e g a l  d ic ta to r s h ip .  F o r  
the  s e v e n th  t im e  Santa A nna w a s  a sk e d  to  b e c o m e  l e a d e r  of the  
nation , and th e r e  fo l lo w e d  an oth er  y e a r  of h is  m is m a n a g e m e n t .
B y  1844 the  p o l i t i c a l  b o s s e s  w e r e  t ir e d  of h im , and h e  w a s
S^G reat B r ita in ,  F o r e ig n  O ff ice , B r i t i s h  and F o r e ig n  
S ta te  P a p e r s ,  XXX, 1347.
o v e r th r o w n . B u t he  s o o n  w o u ld  r e t u r n  to l e a d  M e x ic o  a g a in s t  
th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  in  th e  M e x ic a n  W ar.
D u rin g  th is  p e r io d  b e t w e e n  the f a l l  o f  B u s ta m a n te  in  1841  
and th e  f a l l  of S an ta  A nn a in  1844, t h e r e  o c c u r r e d  th e  in e v i t a b le  
c o l la p s e  of M e x ic a n - U n it e d  S ta te s  r e l a t i o n s .  T h e r e  s e e m e d  to  
be l i t t l e  c h a n c e  th at an y  g ro u n d s  fo r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w o u ld  be  
fou n d . A n t a g o n is m s  b e tw e e n  T e x a n s  and M e x ic a n s  h a d  g r o w n  
in  in t e n s i t y ,  and c l a s h e s  b e t w e e n  th e m  o c c u r r e d  w i th  m o r e  
f r e q u e n c y .  O ften  c i t i z e n s  of the U n ited  S t a te s ,  not of T e x a s ,  
w e r e  in v o lv e d  in  t h e s e  a l t e r c a t io n s ,  an d  any  e f f o r t s  on  th e  p a r t  
o f  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to p u n ish  th em  w e r e  r e s e n t e d  by  th e  
A m e r i c a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  C la im s  o f  U n ited  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  a g a in s t  
th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  fo r  l o s s e s  due to  r e v o lu t io n a r y  d i s ­
tu r b a n c e s  an d  m i l i t a r y  c o n f i s c a t io n s  had not r e c e i v e d  ju s t  c o n ­
s id e r a t io n  in  M e x ic a n  la w  c o u r t s ,  an d  n e g o t ia t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  
tw o  g o v e r n m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  no r e s u l t s .  T h e  s i tu a t io n  o f r e la t io n s  
w a s  in d e e d  s e r i o u s ,
E l l i s ,  th e  A m e r i c a n  m i n i s t e r  to  M e x ic o  u n til  1842, a t te m p te d  
to  d e a l  w ith  t h e s e  p r o b le m s ,  but i t  w a s  d if f ic u lt .  T h e  M e x ic a n  
g o v e r n m e n t  c h a r g e d  that th e  U n ited  S t a te s  c o n d o n e d  the b e l l i g ­
e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  in  T e x a s ;  h o w e v e r ,  E l l i s  p o in te d  
out th at e v e n  th ough  h is  g o v e r n m e n t  co u ld  p r o h ib it  th e  s h ip m e n t  
of a r m s  to  T e x a s ,  it  c o u ld  not p r e v e n t  i t s  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  g o in g
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th e r e  and do in g  w h a t e v e r  th e y  w is h e d .  One e v e n t  w h ic h  p a r ­
t i c u l a r ly  a n g e r e d  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  th e  a t tem p t  
o f  T e x a n s  and A m e r i c a n s  to  s e i z e  th e  M e x ic a n  to w n  o f  M ier  
on  th e  R io  B r a v o  d e l  N o r te .  A  la r g e  g r o u p  o f th e  s i e g e r s  w a s  
c a p tu red ,  and s e v e n t e e n  w e r e  s u m m a r i ly  e x e c u te d .  The r e s t  
w e r e  im p r i s o n e d  in  M e x ic o  C ity .  T he a c t io n s  o f  the M e x ic a n s  
a n g e r e d  the U n ite d  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h ic h  co n te n d ed  th at th ey  
had a c te d  too  h a s t i l y .  90
In  J a n u a ry  1842, S e c r e t a r y  o f S ta te  D a n ie l  W e b s te r  tu r n e d  
h is  a t ten t io n  to  t h e s e  fr u it s  o f  A la m a n 's  T e x a s  p o l i c y .  H e s e n t  
in s t r u c t io n s  to  h is  m i n i s t e r  in  M e x ic o  C ity  to  th e  e f f e c t  th at
Y ou w i l l  a v a i l  y o u r s e l f  o f  the o p p o rtu n ity  
o f  m a k in g  to  th a t  g o v e r n m e n t  th is  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  
to  s u g g e s t  th at, w h ile  th is  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  d i s ­
p o s e d  to m a in t a in  w ith  s t r i c t  f id e l i t y  a m ic a b le  
r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  M e x ic a n  r e p u b l ic ,  and w i l l  
not a t te m p t  to s c r e e n  f r o m  m e r i t e d  p u n ish m e n t  
any o f  our c i t i z e n s  w h o  m a y  be g u i l ty  o f  an  i n ­
f r a c t io n  o f  the  la w s  in te n d e d  to p r e s e r v e  th o se  
r e la t io n s ,  y e t  th at s u m m a r y ,  s a n g u in a r y ,  o r  
undue p u n is h m e n t  o f  e i t h e r  T e x a n s  or  c i t i z e n s  of  
th e  U n ited  S t a te s  in  M e x ic o  in e v i t a b ly  te n d s  to e x ­
c i t e  and f o m e n t  in  th is  c o u n tr y  an  a c e r b i t y  of 
f e e l in g  a g a in s t  M e x ic o  w h ic h  w i l l  be  m u c h  m o r e  
apt to d e fe a t  th e  s u p p o s e d  o b j e c t s  o f  t h o s e  p u n is h ­
m e n t s  th an  i f  the o f f e n d e r s  w e r e  to h a v e  a fa ir
9 ° B i l l ,  R e h e a r s a l  fo r  C o n f l ic t ,  77, 53 .
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trial. . . .9*
E l l i s  h a d  no t im e  to  d e a l  w ith  the p r o b le m , h o w e v e r ,  for  he  
r e s i g n e d  and w a s  r e p la c e d  by  W addy T h o m p so n . A cco r d in g  
to a r e c e n t  authority , T h o m p so n  w a s  m u ch  h a p p ier  in  h is  p o s t  
than a n y  of h is  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  He w a s  a m a n  w ho a lw a y s  saw  
the b e s t  s id e  of e v e r y o n e .  E ven  th ough  he fa v o r e d  T exan  i n ­
d e p e n d e n c e  and s u p p o r ted  an n exation , he a s s e r t e d  that he w a s  
n e v e r  t r e a t e d  d is c o u r t e o u s ly  w h ile  in  M e x ic o .  ^2
R e g a r d le s s  of h i s  co n g e n ia l  outlook , T h o m p so n  w a s  fo r c e d  
to g r a p p le  with a p r o b le m  of c o m p le x i ty  and s e r i o u s  p o s s i b i l i ­
t i e s .  H e r e c e iv e d  a note  fr o m  W e b s te r  so o n  a f t e r  h is  a r r iv a l  
in M e x ic o  City. It c o n c e r n e d  the s ta tu s  of th o se  A m e r ic a n  
c i t i z e n s  who w e re  c a p tu re d  w ith  the T ex a n  e x p e d it io n  to Santa  
F e  w h ic h  a ttem p ted  to  b e s i e g e  M ie r ,  W e b ste r  con ten d ed  th at h e  
d ou bted  th e s e  m e n  w e r e  in v o lv ed  in  any  a ttem p t to  invade M e x ­
ic o ,  w h ic h  was the c h a r g e  lod ged  a g a in s t  th em . What p a r t i c ­
u la r ly  c o n c e r n e d  h im , W e b ste r  a v e r r e d ,  w as  th e  attitude of 
the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  that th e s e  m e n  w e r e  g u i l ty  by v ir tu e  o f
9 l D a n i e l  W e b s te r ,  W rit in g s  and S p e e c h e s  {18  v o ls .  ;
B o s to n ,  1903), W e b s te r  to  E l l i s ,  J a n u a ry  3, 1842, XII, 98.
S ee  a l s o  N ation al A r c h iv e s ,  D ept, o f  S tate  MSS, R G  59, 
D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a tc h e s ,  M ex ico .
9 2 B i l l ,R e h e a r s a l  fo r  C on fl ic t ,  78.
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th e ir  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  " en em y , " th at i s ,  T ex a n s .  In any 
c a s e ,  the la w  w h ich  th e y  had  v io la t e d  did not w a r r a n t  the pun­
is h m e n t  th ey  had r e c e iv e d .  In stea d , th ey  shou ld  h a v e  b een  r e ­
tu rn ed  to the t e r r i t o r y  o f the U n ited  S t a te s .  93 j t  w a s T h o m p so n 's  
duty, then, to b r in g  s u c c o r  to the im p r i s o n e d  A m e r ic a n s .  He 
thus tu rn ed  to  the M ex ica n  M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  A f f a ir s ,  Jose' 
B o c a n e g r a .
A lth ough  the m a t te r  w h ic h  c o n c e r n e d  the tw o m i n i s t e r s  w a s  
s e r io u s ,  T h o m p so n  e x p r e s s e d  a lik ing  fo r  B o c a n e g r a .  One is  
p ro n e  to w o n d er  w hat c o u r s e  r e la t io n s  m ig h t  have ta k en  i f  
T h o m p so n  had b e e n  the f i r s t  A m e r ic a n  m in i s t e r  to d e a l  w ith  
A la m a n . B e  th at a s  i t  m a y ,  T h o m p so n  r e f e r r e d  to th e  M ex ica n  
S e c r e t a r y  a s  "an e m in e n t  and v ir tu o u s  judge" and in d ic a te d  that 
alth ough  "I found h im  a lw a y s  fa ith fu l to h i s  own cou n try , and 
t e n a c io u s  o f  h e r  in t e r e s t s ,  . . .  he w a s  u n ifo r m ly  c o u r te o u s  
and f a ir .  . . . "94 What B o c a n e g r a  thought o f  T h o m p so n  i s  not 
known; h o w e v e r ,  he did  not h e s i t a t e  to c a s t ig a t e  the U n ited  
S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  fo r  the m i s e r y  it  had brough t to  M e x ic o  in  
co n ju n ctio n  w ith  the T e x a s  q u es t io n . It c a n  be a s s u m e d ,  fu r th e r ­
m o r e ,  that B o c a n e g r a  w a s  an a cq u a in ta n ce  o f A la m a n . A s  the
9 3 W e b s te r ,  W r it in g s  and S p e e c h e s ,  W e b s te r  to  T h om p son ,  
A p r i l s ,  1842, XU., 101, 105, 106.
9 4 x h o m p s o n ,  R e c o l l e c t io n s ,  82.
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c o n te m p o r a r ie s  R o b in so n  and M m e. De la B a r c a  r e v e a le d ,  
A la m a n  during th is  t im e  w a s  p ro m in en t ,  though d i s c r e e t ly  so ,  
in  g o v e r n m e n t .  It ca n  e v e n  b e  s p e c u la te d  th at he a d v ised  
B o c a n e g r a  on th e  ta ck  w h ich  sh o u ld  be tak en  in  d ea lin g  w ith  
the U nited  S t a t e s ,
W riting  to W e b s te r  in M ay 1842, B o c a n e g r a  su g g e s te d  that  
d ip lo m a tic  r e la t io n s  b e tw e en  th e ir  g o v e r n m e n ts  w ould h a v e  b een  
im p o s s ib le  s in c e  1835 ", . . i f  the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  had not 
g iv e n  so  m an y  e v id e n c e s  of i t s  fo r b e a r a n c e ,  and had not m a d e  
so  m a n y  and so  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e s .  . . .  11 In fa c t ,  he im p lie d  that  
w ar i t s e l f  had b e e n  avo id ed  b e c a u s e  of the M e x ic a n  e ffo r t .  ^  In 
oth er  w o r d s ,  B o c a n e g r a 's  im p l ic a t io n  w a s  th at the e ffor t  to  k eep  
r e la t io n s  in tact  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the U nited  S ta te s  w a s  o n e ­
s id e d  on the p a r t  of h is  g o v e r n m e n t .  He s u g g e s t e d  that the  
n o r th ern  g o v e r n m e n t  had not p r a c t ic e d  d i l ig e n c e  in  w ork in g  for  
a s e t t le m e n t  of m u tu a l p r o b le m s .  It  w as  e s p e c i a l l y  la x  in  the  
c o n tr o l  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n r y .  S in ce  1835, he noted, "the M ex ic a n  
rep u b lic  has r e c e i v e d  nothing but s e v e r e  in ju r ie s  and in f l ic t io n s  
fr o m  the c i t iz e n s  of the U n ited  S t a te s .  " T hen , in  a s ta te m e n t  
p regn an t w ith  in s in u a tio n , he got to the c r u x  of the m a tter :
95 W e b s te r ,  W r it in g s  and S p e e c h e s ,  B o c a n e g r a  to W e b s te r ,  
M ay 12, 1842, XII, 116-117^
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"The M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  sp e a k s  on ly  o f  the c i t i z e n s  o f the  
U n ited  S ta te s ,  a s  it s t i l l  f la t t e r s  i t s e l f  w ith  the b e l i e f  that it 
is  not the g o v e r n m e n t  of th a t  cou n try  w h ic h  has p r o m o ted  the  
in s u r r e c t io n  in  T ex a s ,  w h ic h  has fa v o r e d  the u su r p a t io n  of its  
te r r i t o r y ,  and has su p p lie d  the r e b e l s  w ith  a m m u n it ion , a r m s ,  
v e s s e l s ,  m o n ey ,  and r e c r u i t s .  . . . "^6 i t  w a s  as  if  A la m a n  
h im s e l f  w e r e  sp eak in g .
C ontinuing h is  note, B o c a n e g r a  s u g g e s te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that
if  the A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  not d ir e c t ly  in v o lv e d  in  the
e f fo r ts  a g a in s t  M ex ico , i t  knew of and a p p a ren t ly  condon ed
m an y of th em . In the o p in io n  of h is  g o v e r n m e n t ,  "the in s u r g e n t
c o lo n is t s  o f  that in te g r a l  p a r t  of the t e r r i t o r y  of the M e x ic a n
rep u b lic  w ou ld  have b e e n  unable  to m a in ta in  th e ir  p ro lo n g e d
r e b e l l io n  w ith out the a id  and  the e f f i c i e n t  s y m p a th ie s  of c i t i z e n s
of the U n ited  S ta te s .  . . . "  Many i l l e g a l  a c t io n s  and a t r o c i t i e s
on the p a r t  o f  A m e r ic a n  c i t i z e n s ,  c h a r g ed  B o c a n e g r a ,  had
o c c u r r e d  w ith  the k n o w led g e  of the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t ,
c o m p o s e d  o f . . a u th o r i t ie s  to w h o m  a r e  in tr u s te d  the fu l-
97 *f i l lm e n t  of the law . I f  A la m a n  w a s  not a d v is in g  B o c a n e g r a ,  
h is  id e a s  had in d eed  b e e n  w e l l - c u l t i v a t e d  am ong th o s e  M e x ic a n s
96I b i d . , 117.
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w h o  s e r v e d  in  the M in i s t r y  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .
B o c a n e g r a ' s  to n e  s t r u c k  a  s e n s i t i v e  d ip lo m a t ic  n e r v e  in  
W a s h in g to n .  B y  th is  t im e ,  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  e v in c in g  
an i r r i t a b i l i t y  to w a r d  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  to  th e  so u th . T h e  q u e s t io n  
o f  T e x a s '  fu tu r e  w a s  b e c o m in g  a  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  i s s u e  in  U n ited  
S t a te s  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s .  M e x i c o ' s  c o n t in u e d  p r o t e s t a t io n s  w e r e  
b e c o m in g  b o t h e r s o m e  an d  r e p e t i t i o u s ,  and the im p u g n in g  of  
U n ited  S t a t e s  h o n o r  g r a t e d  on m a n y  A m e r i c a n s .  W e b s t e r ' s  
r e p ly  to  B o c a n e g r a  did n o t  m a s k  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  o f e x a s p e r a t io n .
A s  to  the i n f e r e n c e  th at M e x ic o  a lo n e  h ad  p r a c t i c e d  f o r ­
b e a r a n c e  and m a d e  s a c r i f i c e s  to  e n s u r e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f d ip ­
l o m a t i c  c o n ta c t ,  W e b s t e r  in f o r m e d  h is  M e x ic a n  c o u n t e r p a r t  that  
s u c h  w a s  "a c h a r g e  w h ic h  the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
u t t e r ly  d e n ie s  and  r e p e l s .  " M o r e o v e r ,  "it i s  w h o l ly  ig n o r a n t  
of a n y  s a c r i f i c e s  m a d e  b y  M e x ic o  in  o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  p e a c e .  . , . " 
A fte r  r e v ie w in g  e v e n t s  s i n c e  1 8 35 , W e b s t e r  e v e n  c o n te n d e d  that  
i t  w a s  "the c o n d u c t  o f  the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  the U n ite d  S t a t e s  w h ic h  
h a s  b e e n  m a r k e d ,  in  an  e s p e c i a l  m a n n e r ,  by  m o d e r a t io n  and  
f o r b e a r a n c e .  " W h en  a l l  w a s  s a i d  and d o n e ,  W e b s t e r  c o n c lu d e d ,  
the p r o b le m  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  M e x i c o ' s  c h a g r in  a t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  
of a n  in d e p e n d e n t  T e x a s ,  w h ic h  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l
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9 8r e f u s e d  to r e c o g n iz e .
W e b s t e r ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  the M e x ic a n  a tt itu d e  to w a r d  r e ­
la t io n s  w ith  the U n ited  S t a te s  w a s  c o r r e c t .  In  fo l lo w in g  A la m a n 's  
p r in c ip le  th at T e x a s  c o u ld  not be  a l lo w e d  to  f a l l  u n d er  th e  a e g i s  
of the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  tak ing a  s ta n d  
in  r e f e r e n c e  to  T ex a n  in d e p e n d e n c e  w h ic h  by  1 8 4 3 - 1 8 4 4  w a s  u n ­
r e a l i s t i c .  I f  th at g o v e r n m e n t  co u ld  h a v e  s u p p o r te d  i t s  th r e a ts  
and d em a n d s  w ith  a  sh o w  of s tr e n g th ,  i t s  a c t io n s  m ig h t  h ave  
b e e n  r e le v a n t .  But th is  w a s  not the c a s e .  The M e x ic a n s  c o u ld  
not m a in ta in  in t e r n a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  m u c h  l e s s  th e ir  c o n tr o l  o v e r  the  
p r o v in c e  o f  T e x a s .  H e l p l e s s n e s s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  one a u th o r ity ,
99w a s  the h a l lm a r k  of M e x ic a n  d ip lo m a c y  b e tw e e n  1837 and 1844 .
T h e re  w e r e  th o s e  in  the U n ited  S t a te s  w ho w e r e  e a g e r  to  
tak e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  M e x ic o ' s  im p o te n c e  b y  a n n ex in g  T e x a s .  B e n to n  
r e p o r te d  s u c h  a p r o p o s a l  in  the w in t e r  of 1 8 4 2 -1 8 4 3 ,  on the p r e ­
t e x t  that the a n n e x a t io n  o f T e x a s  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  o f f s e t  G r ea t  
B r i ta in 's  d e s ig n s  in  th a t  a r e a ,  B en to n , w ho o p p o s e d  a n ta g o n iz in g  
the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  th ro u g h  the a n n e x a t io n  o f  T e x a s ,  r e ­
co u n ted  that th is  p r o p o s a l  ", . . w a s  a c la p  o f th u n d er  in  a c l e a r
98I b id . ,  W e b s te r  to  B o c a n e g r a  (v ia  T h o m p so n ) ,  J u ly  8,
1842, I20T 124 .
99 R an d olp h  G. A d a m s  in  The A m e r i c a n  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S t a t e , 
ed .  B e m is ,  V , 104.
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sk y ,  " H e a r g u e d  that th e r e  w a s  no e v id e n c e  to in d ic a te  B r i t i s h
in te n t io n s  a s  su c h .  E v e n  th o u g h  he a d m it te d  th a t  a n n e x a t io n
m ig h t  b e  c a r r i e d  out u n d er  s u c c e s s f u l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  B en to n
n oted  th a t  "a p r e m a tu r e  and i l l - j u d g e d  a t te m p t ,  upon g r o u n d le s s
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p r e t e x t s ,  co u ld  o n ly  c lo g  and d e la y  it ,  "
B e n to n 's  w a s  a  v o ic e  in  th e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  fo r  
M e x ic o ' s  w e a k n e s s  g a v e  im p e t u s  to the m o v e m e n t  fo r  a n n e x a ­
t io n  in  the U n ited  S t a t e s .  In a d d it io n  to M e x i c o ' s  h e l p l e s s n e s s ,  
th e r e  w a s  a n o th er  fa c to r ,  a c c o r d in g  to f o r m e r  P r e s id e n t  John  
Q u in cy  A d a m s ,  w h ic h  p r o m o te d  the d e s i r e  fo r  T e x a s  a n n e x a ­
t io n - - " t h e  in f le x ib le  p e r s e v e r a n c e  o f r a p a c i ty  o f  our Sou th  and  
W e st ,  un d er  th e  spur  of s l a v e r y ,  to p lu n d er  an d  d i s m e m b e r
1, u101h e r .  "
A lth o u g h  the s la v e  c o n s p i r a c y  th e o r y  i s  not g e n e r a l l y  
a c c e p t e d  am on g  c u r r e n t  h i s t o r i a n s  in  r e f e r e n c e  to a n n ex a t io n ,  
the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in  1843 w a s  r e c e p t iv e  to  su c h  id e a s .  
T h u s , th e  s u g g e s t io n  that th e  s o u th e r n  U n ited  S t a te s  w a s  p r o ­
m o t in g  th e  a n n ex a t io n  o f  T e x a s  w a s  not ta k e n  l ig h t ly  in  M e x ic o  
C ity .  N o r  w a s  the c o n te n t io n  th a t  e v e n t u a l ly  the U n ited  S t a te s  
p e o p le  w o u ld  su p p o r t  a m o v e m e n t  fo r  th e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  the
^ ^ B e n t o n ,  T h ir ty  Y e a r s '  V i e w , II, 581  
^ ^ A d a m s ,  M e m o ir s ,  XI, 351 .
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e n t ir e  M ex ic a n  n a t io n  d is c o u n t e d .  In d ic a t iv e  of the M e x ic a n  
f e a r s  w a s  a m e m o r a n d u m  i s s u e d  in  M ay 1843  w h ich  r e f e r r e d  
to the s e c r e t  m a c h in a t io n s  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  to s e i z e  c o n tr o l  
of T e x a s .  It w a s  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  the M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  shou ld  
take up th is  m a t t e r  w ith  a  s e n s e  of e x t r e m e  u r g e n c y .  ^02 In  
M a rc h  1844, t h e r e  w a s  the s u g g e s t io n  th at m a n y  p o w e r fu l  
p o l i t i c ia n s  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  m ig h t  o p p o s e  an n ex a tio n , d e sp ite  
the te n d e n c ie s  o f  the g o v e r n m e n t ,  and a  S p a n is h  t r a n s la t io n  of  
W e b s t e r ' s  v ie w s  on  a n n ex a t io n  w a s  m a d e  know n, fo r  h e  s u p p o s e d ly  
e x p r e s s e d  o p p o s i t io n  to the p o s s i b i l i t y  of s u c h  a c t io n . ^ 3
M e x ic a n  f e a r s  that the U n ite d  S ta te s  w a s  s e r i o u s l y  c o n ­
te m p la t in g  a n n e x a t io n  w e r e  g i v e n  s u b s ta n c e  in  1844, in  s p i t e  
of know n o p p o s i t io n  in  c e r t a in  a r e a s  o f th a t  co u n try .  B e n to n  
r e la t e d  that P r e s i d e n t  John T y le r ,  w ho d e s i r e d  the a n n e x a t io n  
of T e x a s  e v en  th o u g h  he w a s  a W hig, in d ic a te d  in  h i s  a n n u a l  
m e s s a g e  that he  h o p ed  the U n ite d  S ta te s  c o u ld  ". . . ta k e  T e x a s  
u n d er  the p r o t e c t io n  o f the U n ion , and . . . m a k e  h e r  c a u s e  our  
ow n. 11 In B e n to n 's  op in ion , T y l e r ' s  a c t io n s  s m a c k e d  o f  in tr ig u e ,
102_A.r c }uVO B ib l io t e c a  N a c io n a l ,  MSS 1741, S u je to  T e j a s ,  122.
IQ^Ibid. , 2 6 4 .  "Soy, c i e r t a m e n t e ,  d e  la  m i s m a  o p in io n  que  
M r. J e f f e r s o n ,  M r . M a d iso n , M r . John Q u in c y  A d a m s  y  o tr o s  
h o m b r e s  i l u s t r e s ,  y  c r e o  que la  c o n s t i t u c io n  ja m a s  ju z g o  que  
l l e g a s e  e l  c a s o  de  que s e  h u b ie s e n  de a g r e g o n  a  la  u n io n  n u ev o s  
e s t a d o s  fo r m a d o s  de  T e r r i t o r i a s  de n a c io n e s  e s t r a n g e r a s  . . .  . "
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and he s u g g e s t e d  that t h e s e  w e r e  M. . . in  f la g r a n t  v io la t io n
104of the p r in c ip le s  and u s a g e s  of the g o v e r n m e n t .  11
The T e x a s  i s s u e  p e r m e a t e d  the c a m p a ig n  fo r  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  p r e s i d e n c y  in  1844 , and J a m e s  K n ox  P o lk  w a s  n o m in a te d  
by the D e m o c r a t i c  P a r ty  and s u b s e q u e n t ly  e l e c t e d  p r e s id e n t  in  
p a rt  b e c a u s e  he s u p p o r te d  a n n ex a t io n . T y le r ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  
e a g e r  to a c h ie v e  th is  g o a l  b e fo r e  g o in g  out of o f f ic e ,  and in  
D e c e m b e r  1844  he a d d r e s s e d  a jo in t  s e s s i o n  o f C o n g r e s s  on  
the s u b je c t .  He a r g u ed ,  f a l l a c io u s ly ,  that M e x ic o  had n e g o t i ­
a ted  w i l l in g ly  and in  good  fa ith  for  the s a l e  o f  T e x a s  to  the  
U nited  S ta te s  b e fo r e  the o u tb r ea k  of r e v o lu t io n  in  1835 . A c tu a l ly ,  
in  h is  o p in io n  M e x ic a n  r e s i s t a n c e  to a n n ex a t io n  s in c e  1835 h a d
no r e l e v a n c e ,  fo r  T e x a s  had  m a in ta in e d  i t s  in d e p e n d e n c e  fo r
105nine y e a r s  and c o u ld  a c t  a s  it  saw  f i t .  F in a l ly ,  th e  e v e n t
fe a r e d  so  lo n g  by  M e x ic o ,  and abou t w h ich  A la m a n  h ad  w a r n e d ,  
ca m e  to p a s s .  A  jo in t  r e s o lu t io n  o f the A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  w a s  
i s s u e d  F e b r u a r y  28, 1845, and a n n ex a t io n  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  
in i t ia te d .  T he T ex a n  C o n g r e s s  th en  m e t  in  June to d i s c u s s  the
■^^Benton, T h ir ty  Y e a r s '  V ie w , II, 5 9 9 - 6 0 0 .
105
J a m e s  D. R ic h a r d s o n ,  ed. , C o m p i la t io n s  o f  the M e s ­
s a g e s  and P a p e r s  of the P r e s i d e n t s  1 7 8 9 -  1897 { I T  v o l s .  ; 
W ash in gton , D. C . , 1907), T y le r  to  C o n g r e s s ,  D e c e m b e r  
18, 1844, IV , 356.
280
p r o p o s it io n ,  and a co n v e n t io n  m e t  in  J u ly  fo r  the s a m e  p u r ­
p o s e .  B oth  g ro u p s  u n a n im o u s ly  c a l le d  fo r  a n n ex a t io n  ra th er  
than in d ep en d en ce . In D e c e m b e r  1845, T e x a s  b e c a m e  the  
tw e n ty -e ig h th  s ta te  of the Union.
M e x ic o  p r o te s te d  th e s e  p r o c e d u r e s  w ith  v ig o r ,  but w ith  
l i t t le  e l s e .  In M a rch  1845, a f te r  P r e s id e n t  P o lk  co n g r a tu la ted  
the C o n g r e s s  for  i t s  a c t io n  and had a l l  but w e lc o m e d  T ex a s  
into the Union, G e n e ra l  Juan N. A lm o n te ,  M ex ic a n  m in i s t e r  
to W ash ington , i s s u e d  a f o r m a l  p r o te s t  to S e c r e t a r y  o f State  
Calhoun. The p u rp o se  of h i s  note, A lm o n te  p o in ted  out, w as  
to e x p r e s s  "the profound r e g r e t  w ith  w h ic h  h e  h as  s e e n  that the  
g e n e r a l  C o n g r e s s  of the U nion  has p a s s e d  a  law g iv in g  i t s  c o n ­
sen t, and a d m itt in g  . . . in to  the A m e r ic a n  c o n fe d e r a c y  the 
p r o v in c e  of T e x a s ."  F u th e r m o r e ,  he c o n s id e r e d  th is  ac t ,  
w h ich  he had p r a y e d  w ou ld  not occu r , "an a c t  of a g g r e s s i o n  the  
m o s t  u n ju st w h ich  ca n  be found r e c o r d e d  in  the an n a ls  of m o d e r n
h is to r y ,  n a m ely ,  that of d e s p o i l in g  a f r ie n d ly  n ation  . . . of a
10 6c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t io n  of h er  t e r r i t o r y .  " J a m e s  B uchanan,
1 Oft G r ea t  B r ita in ,  F o r e ig n  O ffice , B r i t i s h  and F o r e ig n  
State  P a p e r s , A lm o n te  to C alhoun, M a rch  6, 1845, XXXIII, 
2 4 6 -2 4 7 ,  S e e  a l s o  N a tio n a l A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t,  of S tate  MSS, RG 59, 
N o tes  fr o m  the M ex ica n  L e g a t io n  in W ash in gton . F o r  P o lk 's  
s ta te m e n ts ,  s e e  R ic h a r d so n ,  M e s s a g e s  an d  P a p e r s , IV, 379.
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the n e w ly -a p p o in t e d  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te ,  a n s w e r e d  A lm o n te 's  
p r o t e s t  r a th e r  t e r s e l y  four d a y s  la t e r .  F o l lo w in g  P o lk ' s  in ­
s t r u c t io n s ,  he p o in te d  out to  th e  M e x ic a n  m i n i s t e r  th a t  s in c e  
th e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  T e x a s  into  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  had  r e c e i v e d
l e g i s l a t i v e  and e x e c u t iv e  s a n c t io n ,  th e  q u e s t io n  w a s  " ir r e v o c a b ly
107d e c id e d ,  s o  fa r  a s  the U n ited  S ta te s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  "
S in c e  the b e g in n in g  of th is  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  M e x ic o  had  th r e a te n -
108e d  w a r  i f  the U n ite d  S ta te s  a n n e x e d  T e x a s ,  A  t h r e a t  a s  su c h
w a s  h o l lo w  in  v iew  of the u n s ta b le  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  s itu a t io n .
T h e r e  a c tu a l ly  w a s  l i t t le  that the  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  M e x ic o  co u ld
do. B ut th e r e  s o o n  fo l lo w e d  th e  d isp u te  b e tw e e n  th e  M e x ic a n
g o v e r n m e n t  and the P o lk  a d m in is t r a t io n  w h ic h  le d  to  w a r .  T h o s e
e v e n t s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  e x t e n s iv e  e x a m in a t io n  and w i l l  not be d i s -  
109c u s s e d  h e r e .
107 G r e a t  B r i t a in ,  F o r e i g n  O ff ice ,  B r i t i s h  and F o r e ig n  
S ta te  P a p e r s , B u c h a n a n  to A lm o n te ,  M a r c h  10, 1845, XXXIII, 2 4 7 ,
108 T he A m e r i c a n  R e v iew :  A  W hig J o u r n a l  / T h e  A m e r ic a n  
W hig R e v ie w 7 . II (S e p te m b e r ,  1845), 2 2 1 .
109 F o r  c o m m e n t a r y  on th e  d is p u te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  th e  b ord er  
c la s h ,  and the  s t e p s  lead in g  to  w a r ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  w o r k s  a re  
v a lu a b le :  S m ith , W ar  w ith  M e x i c o ; B e m i s ,  The L a t in - A m e r ic a n  
P o l i c y  of the U n ited  S t a t e s , C h ap ter  VI; R e e v e s ,  A m e r i c a n  
D ip lo m a c y  U nd er T y le r  and P o lk .  F o r  the  A m e r i c a n  r a t io n a le  
in  g o in g  to  w a r ,  s e e  th is  w r i t e r ' s  "The Y oung R e p u b l ic ' s  S e l f -  
I m a g e  D u r in g  the  A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  J a m e s  K nox P o lk "  (unpub­
l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H is to r y ,  U n iv e r s i t y  of 
N o r th  C a r o l in a ,  G r e e n s b o r o ,  1966), C h a p te r s  III a n d  IV.
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S u ff ic e  i t  to  s a y  th at th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  a n d  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t s  s h a r e d  th e  b la m e  fo r  th e  c a u s e s  o f  th e  w a r  w h ic h  e r u p te d  
in  1 8 46 . G e n e r a l ly ,  th e  w a r  w a s  p o p u la r  in  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  b u t  
th e r e  w e r e  t h o s e  w h o  d ou b ted  P o l k ' s  c l a i m  th a t  the c o u n t r y  w e n t  
to  w a r  in  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  A b r a h a m  L i n c o ln  of  
I l l in o i s  i m p l i e d  th a t  P o l k ' s  r e a s o n in g  f o r  in v o l v e m e n t  in  the w a r  
w a s  f a l l a c i o u s  an d  d e m a n d e d  to  know  th e  e x a c t  s p o t  u p on  w h ic h  
A m e r i c a n  b lo o d  h a d  b e e n  s h e d .  A lb e r t  G a l la t in  b e l i e v e d
th at the c o u r s e  f o l l o w e d  by  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  in  a n n ex in g  T e x a s  
w a s  an  a f f r o n t  to  M e x ic o .  He c o n te n d e d  th a t  M e x ic o  w a s  p r o b ­
a b ly  r e c o n c i l e d  to  th e  fa c t  of T e x a s '  in d e p e n d e n c e  and w a s  p r e ­
p a r e d  to  r e c o g n i z e  th a t  in d e p e n d e n c e  p r o v id e d  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  
d id  not c o n s i d e r  a n n e x a t io n .  A m e r i c a n  a c t io n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  ", . . 
w a s  r e m a r k a b le  an d  o f f e n s i v e .  " He r e j e c t e d  th e  s u g g e s t i o n  that  
th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w a s  a s u p e r io r  n a t io n  c o m p a r e d  to  M e x ic o ,  and  
he d e n ie d  th a t  a b s o r p t io n  o f  th a t  n a t io n  w o u ld  e n l ig h t e n  i t s  p e o p le
l ^ S e e  A b r a h a m  L in c o ln ,  C o l l e c t e d  W o r k s , ed. R o y  P .
B a s l e r  {8 v o l s .  ; N e w  B r u n s w ic k ,  N . J. , 1 9 5 3 ) ,  V, 4 2 1 - 4 2 2 ,  
and  U . S . ,  C o n g r e s s ,  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  G lo b e , C o n ta in in g  th e  
D e b a t e s  an d  P r o c e e d i n g s  1 8 3 3 - 1 8 7 3  (109  v o l s . ;  W a sh in g to n ,
D . C . , 1 8 3 4 - 1 8 7 3 ) ,  30 th  C o n g r e s s ,  1 s t  s e s s i o n ,  XVII, 6 4 .
F o r  P o lk ' s  m e s s a g e  w h ic h  a s s e r t e d  th at M e x ic o  . . h a s  
in v a d e d  ou r  t e r r i t o r y  an d  s h e d  A m e r i c a n  b lo o d  u p on  A m e r i c a n  
s o i l ,  " s e e  R ic h a r d s o n ,  M e s s a g e s  an d  P a p e r s , P o l k ' s  W ar  
M e s s a g e ,  M a y  11, 1 8 46 , IV, 4 4 2 .
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a s  s o  m a n y  A m e r i c a n s  d e c la r e d .  ^  ^
T he M e x ic a n  W ar, w h ich  w a s  a n  o u tg ro w th  of A la m a n 1 s 
T e x a s  p o l ic y ,  p r o v e d  d i s a s t r o u s  for  M e x ic o .  T he  p e o p le  w e r e  
h u m il ia t e d .  Santa  A n n a 's  r e tu r n  f r o m  e x i l e  to le a d  th e  tr o o p s  
did not b r in g  about v ic t o r y .  T h e r e  w a s  the p o s s i b i l i t y  fo r  a 
t im e  th at the U n ited  S t a te s  m ig h t  a b s o r b  the e n t ir e  n a t io n .
M e x ic o  w a s  p r o s t r a t e .  U nder t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  w o u ld  
h a v e  s e e m e d  l ik e ly  th at th o se  M e x ic a n s  w ho w e r e  a w a r e  o f the  
b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e ir  s i tu a t io n  w o u ld  r e j e c t  the t h e o r ie s  of A la m a n ,  
w ho w a s  in  la r g e  p a r t  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  the s ta te  of a f f a i r s .  But  
th is  w a s  not the c a s e .
D u r in g  the w ar  y e a r s ,  A la m a n  r e m a in e d  a  p r o m in e n t  
s p o k e s m a n  fo r  h is  n a t io n . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  he c o n c lu d e d  th a t  the  
M e x ic a n  n a t io n  had s u f f e r e d  un der  the a u s p ic e s  of f e d e r a l i s m  
and r e p u b l i c a n i s m  lo n g  enough . He b la m e d  the c o u n tr y 's  s ta te  
of a f f a ir s  not on h is  T e x a s  p o l i c y  and i t s  r a m if i c a t io n s  but on  
the c o n c e p t  of r e p u b l ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  and the m e d d l in g  of the 
U n ited  S t a t e s .  He b e l i e v e d  it  w a s  t im e  fo r  M e x ic o  to  tu r n  to  the  
s y s t e m  of m o n a r c h y ,  and it  w a s  d u rin g  the y e a r s  o f  th e  M e x ic a n
l l l G a l l a t i n ,  P e a c e  w ith  M e x ic o  {N ew  Y ork , 1847), 7, 8, 28; 
W r it in g s , ed .  H e n r y  A d a m s  (3 v o l s .  ; P h i la d e lp h ia ,  1879 ), III,
562 , 563 , 5 8 5 .  A  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  c o n te m p o r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  of the 
w a r  w a s  A b ie l  A bb ott L i v e r m o r e ' s  T he W ar w ith  M e x ic o  R e ­
v ie w e d  (B o s to n ,  1850).
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W ar th at he e m b a r k e d  upon h is  s c h e m e  to e s t a b l i s h  a E u r o p e a n  
p r in c e  on a M e x ic a n  th r o n e .  T h is  e f f o r t  m a r k e d  A la m a n 1 s 
f in a l  y e a r s ,  an d  c a m e  in  the tw i l ig h t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r .
CH APTER V
T H E  TW ILIG H T O F  A L A M A N 'S  C A R E E R  
1 8 4 6 -1 8 5 3
T he c o n c e p t  o f  a  m o n a r c h ic a l  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
not a new  one fo r  A la m a n .  H o w e v e r ,  p r io r  to  1845 he  had  
w o r k e d  w ith in  the f r a m e w o r k  of a  r e p u b l ic a n  f o r m  of g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  T h is  w as  d on e  b e c a u s e  a b o v e  a l l  e l s e  he  d e s i r e d  h is  
n ation  to  b e c o m e  s t r o n g  and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  and i t  s e e m e d  t h o s e  
M e x ic a n s  in  c o n tr o l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  had s e l e c t e d  th e  s y s t e m  
of f e d e r a l i s m  a s  t h e i r  c h o ic e .  B y  1845, though, h e  w a s  c o n ­
v in c e d  th e  r e p u b l ic a n  and d e m o c r a t i c  w a y s  w e r e  not s u i ta b le  
for  M e x ic o ,  and it  w a s  a t  th is  t im e  th at he a c t iv e ly  b e g a n  to  
p r o m o te  th e  id e a  o f a m o n a r c h y  fo r  M e x ic o .
A la m a n  h ad  l i t t l e  doubt that M e x ic o  and the  U n ited  S ta te s  
w e r e  on  the b r in k  o f w a r .  F o r  t h i s  s i tu a t io n  he b la m e d  the  
s e v e r a l  U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t s  w ith  w h ic h  M e x ic o  had  
d e a lt  s i n c e  1823 . A t  th e  s a m e  t im e ,  he a l s o  b e l i e v e d  th a t  
f e d e r a l i s m  w as th e  r e a s o n  fo r  th e  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  w e a k n e s s  
w h ic h  had  e n a b le d  th e  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  
of h is  ow n. H is  s o lu t io n  to th e  p r o b le m  w o u ld  b e  the c r e a t io n
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of a  s tr o n g  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t  w ith  a  E u r o p e a n  p r in c e  
a s  r u le r .  M e x ic o  w o u ld  r e m a in  a u to n o m o u s , y e t  w ith o u t  
q u e s t io n  the n a t io n  of that p r in c e  w ould  su p p o r t  M e x ic o  to  
e n a b le  the new m o n a r c h  to m a in ta in  h is  p o w e r  and p r e s t i g e .
A la m a n  w a s  not the on ly  M e x ic a n  p u b lic  o f f ic ia l  to  e x p r e s s  
a  p r e d i l e c t io n  fo r  the m o n a r c h ic a l  s y s t e m .  S in c e  the b r i e f  
s p e c t a c l e  of I tu r b id e 's  e m p ir e ,  m o n a r c h y  r e m a in e d  a  f o r c e  
in  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  T o  b e  s u r e ,  the f e d e r a l i s t  c o n s t i ­
tu t io n  of 1824 in  t h e o r y  had e m b a r k e d  M e x ic o  a lon g  a d e m o ­
c r a t i c  path. Y e t ,  b e tw e e n  1824  and 1845, d e m o c r a c y  had  not  
d o m in a te d  M e x ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  th inking , and n u m e r o u s  o f f i c i a l s  
w h o e s p o u s e d  m o n a r c h y  had h e ld  p o s ts  in  the g o v e r n m e n t .  Of 
t h e s e  m e n ,  the m o s t  ab le  and in d u s tr io u s  w a s  A la m a n .  ̂ M o r e ­
o v e r ,  Santa A n n a 's  s e r i e s  o f  d ic t a t o r s h ip s  and p e r io d s  o f  i n ­
d i r e c t  m a n ip u la t io n  w e a k e n e d  th e  c o n te n t io n  that M e x ic o  had  
fu n c t io n e d  a s  a  d e m o c r a t ic  R e p u b l ic ,  a lth o u g h  Santa  A n n a  o ften  
c o n te n d e d  that he  f a v o r e d  a r e p u b l ic a n  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .
T h u s , by 1845 a  g ro w in g  s e n t im e n t  fo r  a m o r e  s t r in g e n t  
s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t  had e m e r g e d  am on g  w e l l - t o - d o  c o n s e r ­
v a t iv e  and m o d e r a t e  e l e m e n t s  in  M e x ic o  C ity .  U n e a s i n e s s  at the
^ D exter  P e r k in s ,  The M o n r o e  D o c tr in e ,  1 8 2 6 -1 8 6 7  ( B a l t i ­
m o r e ,  1933), 2 3 - 2 4 .
287
s ta te  of a f f a ir s  b e t w e e n  M e x ic o  an d  the U n ited  S ta te s  g a v e  
s tr e n g th  to  th is  f e e l in g .  It w a s  o b v io u s  that the U n ited  S t a te s  
g o v e r n m e n t  in ten d ed  to  c a r r y  out i t s  p la n  to a b s o r b  T e x a s ,  
and M e x ic a n  o f f ic ia l s  b e l i e v e d  th at th is  a c t io n  w a s  m e r e l y  a  
r u s e  fo r  th e  a n n ex a t io n  o f  a d d it io n a l  t e r r i t o r y .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,  
in  o r d e r  to cou n ter  a n y  A m e r i c a n  m o v e s ,  an  A la m a n - l e d  g rou p  
in  M e x ic o  C ity  p r o p o s e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  m o n a r c h y  w ith  
a E u r o p e a n  p r in ce  a s  r u le r .  F o r  A la m a n ,  th is  a c t iv i ty  w a s  the  
c o n tin u a tio n  of h is  p u r s u i t  of one o f  h is  m a j o r  g o a l s ,  but by  
1845 h e  w a s  p u rsu in g  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  w ith  g r e a t e r  v ig o r .
D u r in g  G u e r r e r o ' s  s h o r t  p r e s id e n c y ,  he h ad  c o n ta c te d  the  
S p a n ish  r u le r ,  F e r d in a n d  VII, a b o u t  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  a t te m p t  
at r e s t o r a t io n ,  but no e n c o u r a g e m e n t  w a s  fo r th c o m in g  f r o m  
Spain . W hen  he w a s  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a ir s  un d er  B u s t a ­
m a n te  in  1 8 3 0 -1 8 3 2 ,  A la m a n  had  b r o a c h e d  th e  s u b j e c t  of  
m o n a r c h y  to  the B r i t i s h  m in i s t e r  P a k en h a m ; a g a in ,  he  r e ­
c e iv e d  no e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  In 1838 , i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  the  
A m e r i c a n  C o n su l in  M e x ic o  C ity , Joh n  B la c k ,  th at the c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  e l e m e n t s  l e d  b y  A la m a n  w e r e  a t te m p t in g  to b r in g
2
about a  m o n a r c h ic a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  had
2
C r e e l ,  P e o p le  N e x t  D o o r , 60; S m ith , W ar w ith  M e x ic o ,
I, 90 . F o r  the d e s p a t c h e s  in  1838, s e e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  State  M SS, RG 59, C o n s u la r  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  
City, H I -V I .
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fa i led ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w a s  no s e n s e  of e m e r g e n c y  or  
im p en d in g  d an ger  at the p a r t ic u la r  t im e .  But su c h  a  f e e l in g  
w a s  e v id e n t  in  1845. T a lk  of m o n a r c h y  w a s  no lo n g e r  d i s m i s s e d  
a s  out of the q u es t io n .
In th e  w o r d s  of a M e x ic a n  a u th o r ity , the M e x ic a n  R ep u b lic  
by the m id d le  o f  1845 w a s  on the ed ge  of a p r e c ip ic e .  The  
co u n try  w a s  in  the th r o e s  of both  e c o n o m ic  and p o l i t ic a l  m i s e r y .  
L ead in g  M e x ic a n  p o l i t ic ia n s  had c e a s e d  to lo o k  to pu b lic  n e g o ­
t ia t io n s  a s  the m e a n s  to s e t t le  the f o r e ig n  p r o b le m s  w ith  the . 
U n ited  S t a t e s .  It w a s  under th e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that a new  
p o l i t ic a l  p a r ty  w a s  c r e a te d ,  though m a n y  o f th o s e  w e a lth y  
c i t i z e n s ,  c l e r i c s ,  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  w ho c o m p r is e d  i t s  
m e m b e r s h ip  had p la y ed  p r o m in en t  p a r ts  in p o l i t i c a l  a f fa ir s  
s in c e  1821. The a c t iv e  le a d e r  of th is  new p a r ty  w a s  F a th e r  
N a jera , a C a r m e l i t e  p r ie s t ,  but the s p ir i tu a l  and p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
s tr e n g th  of the P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r  ca m e  f r o m  A lam an .  
I m m e d ia t e ly  a fter  i t s  c r e a t io n ,  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  b egan  
to  p r o m o te  i t s  b a s ic  g o a l s .  It u r g e d  r e s i s t a n c e  of the U n ited  
S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t 's  a ttem p t to  s e i z e  M ex ic a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  and  
it  a t te m p te d  to la y  th e  fou n d ation  fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
m o n a r c h y  in  the co u n try .
^Valades,  Alaman,  414-415 .
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B e t w e e n  June an d  D e c e m b e r  1845, th e  A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l ,  
B la c k ,  o b s e r v e d  the p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  in M e x ic o  c l o s e l y  and  
w ith  in t e r e s t .  On June 10, he  in f o r m e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f S ta te  
B u ch an an  th at "on S ta tu r d a y  £ s ic 7  the 7th In s ta n t ,  a t  a b o u t  
h a lf  p a s t  th r e e  o c lo c k  /jTicJ in  th e  a fter n o o n , a  r e v o lu t io n  
b r o k e  out in  the N a t io n a l  P a l a c e  in  th is  c i ty .  . . . "  A c c o r d in g  
to B la c k ,  th e  le a d e r  o f the in s u r r e c t io n  w a s  " G en era l  R a n g e l ,  
a n  o f f ic e r  o f  S an ta  A n n a 's  p a r ty .  . . . "  In  h is  a c co u n t ,  B la c k  
p o in ted  out th at on ly  one m e m b e r  of the c a b in e t  had e s c a p e d  
c a p tu r e .  P r e s i d e n t  H e r r e r a  and the o th e r s  w e r e  in j a i l  a t  the  
t im e  o f h is  w r i t in g .  ^
In a d d it io n  to th is  r e p o r t  o f  a n o th er  o v e r th r o w  of th e  M e x ­
ic a n  e x e c u t iv e ,  B la c k  in d ic a te d  th at the C o n g r e s s  o f  th at n ation  
had b e c o m e  e x t r e m e l y  c o n s e r v a t iv e  and b e l l i c o s e  in  n a tu r e .  On 
June 9, in  fa c t ,  a d e c r e e  o f  the C o n g r e s s  had a p p e a r e d ,  and th is  
d e c la r a t io n  w a s  q u ite  c l e a r  in  m e a n in g .  T h is  d e c r e e ,  w r o te  
B la c k ,
s t a t e s  t h a t - - ' T h e  N a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  of the  
M e x ic a n  R e p u b l ic ,  c o n s id e r in g :
T h a t  the c h a m b e r s  of the  U n ited  S t a te s  
of the N o r th  by  a d e c r e e  w h ic h  i ts  E x e c u t iv e  
h a s  s a n c t io n e d ,  h a v e  r e s o l v e d  to  in c o r p o r a te  
the t e r r i t o r y  of T e x a s  to the A m e r i c a n  U n ion ,
4N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D ep t, o f  S ta te  MSS, RG 59, C o n su la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  C ity , B la c k  to B u ch an an , June 10, 1845,  
Yin, e n tr y  33 7.
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T hat th is  m o d e  o f a p p r o p r ia t in g  f o r e ig n  
t e r r i t o r y ,  o v e r  w h ic h  o th er  n a t io n s  h a v e  
r ig h t s ,  in t r o d u c e s  a  m o n s t r o u s  n o v e lty ,  
d a n g e r o u s  to  th e  p e a c e  o f  the w o r ld ,  and  
s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  n a t io n s .  1
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  B la c k  n o ted , "the d e c r e e  o f te n  in d u lg in g  in  h a r s h  
t e r m s  a g a in s t  the U n ited  S t a te s  . . . ” c o n c lu d e d  w ith  tw o s i g ­
n if ic a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  The f i r s t  w a s  that the U n ite d  S t a te s  w a s  
d e t e r m in e d  to s e i z e  T e x a s  i l l e g a l l y .  T h is  b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  the  
se c o n d  o b s e r v a t io n  w a s  th at th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  
m a r s h a l  a l l  the f o r c e s  o f  the a r m y  and r a i s e  a d d it io n a l  t r o o p s  
", . . u n d e r  the n a m e o f  D e f e n d e r s  o f  the I n d e p e n d e n c e  an d  of  
th e  la w s .  115 N in e  d a y s  la t e r ,  he  w r o t e  a g a in  c o n c e r n in g  the  
a n im o s i t y  of the M e x ic a n  in t e r im  g o v e r n m e n t .  He o f f e r e d  that  
. . f r o m  the p r o c e e d in g s  of the G o v e r n m e n t  on  th is  s u b j e c t  
/ o f  a n n e x a t io n / ,  i t  w o u ld  a p p ea r  and i s  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  
h e r e ,  th a t  a d e c la r a t io n  o f w a r  a g a in s t  the U n ite d  S t a te s  is  
in e v i t a b le .  . . .
D e s p i t e  s u c h  b e l l i c o s i t y  on  b e h a lf  of th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n ­
m en t ,  B la c k  b e l i e v e d  th a t  th e  M e x ic a n  o f f i c ia l s  a c tu a l ly  w is h e d  
to  s e t t l e  th e  a ffa ir  of T e x a s  w ith o u t  a c o n fr o n ta t io n  in  v ie w  of  
the n a t io n 's  p o l i t i c a l  in s t a b i l i t y .  T h ro u g h o u t O c to b e r ,  N o v e m b e r ,
5I b id .
^Ibid. , e n tr y  3 4 1 .
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and D e c e m b e r ,  B la c k  m e t  fr e q u e n t ly  w ith  the M exican  M in is t e r  
fo r  F o r e ig n  A f f a ir s ,  M anuel de  la  P en a  y  PefSa, and he w r o te  
th at the M ex ica n  m in i s t e r  s e e m e d  w i l l in g  to  r e a c h  a p e a c e f u l  
s e t t le m e n t  of the p r o b le m s  b e tw e e n  M e x ic o  and the U nited  
S t a te s .  T h is  w i l l in g n e s s  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  e v e n  though th e r e  h ad  
o c c u r r e d  a s u s p e n s io n  of d ip lo m a tic  r e la t io n s  b e tw een  the tw o  
n a t io n s .  Then th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  m ad e the fa u x  pas  
of sen d ip g  John S l id e l l  a s  M in is te r  P le n ip o te n t ia r y  and E x t r a ­
o rd in a ry , and a s  in d ic a te d  by  B la ck , the  M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
w a s  in  a quandary . B e c a u s e  o f f ic ia l  r e la t io n s  w e r e  su sp e n d e d ,  
the M ex ica n s  c o u ld  not r e c e i v e  S l id e l l  a s  M in is te r  P le n ip o ­
te n t ia r y  d esp ite  th e ir  d e s i r e  to  n eg o t ia te  u n o ff ic ia l ly .  A s  a  
r e s u l t ,  the op p ortu n ity , p ro b a b ly  the la s t ,  for  n eg o tia t io n s  
w a s  lo s t;  and, a s  th e  c o n s u l  in d ica ted , the c o n s e r v a t iv e  and  
r e a c t io n a r y  e le m e n t s  so o n  g a in e d  the u p p er  hand in M e x ic a n  
p o l i t ic a l  a f fa ir s .  ^
In the m id d le  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  e l e ­
m e n ts  m ad e  th e ir  m o v e .  W hen G e n e r a l  M a r ia n o  P a r e d e s  y  
A r r i l l a g a  in i t ia te d  an u p r is in g  a g a in s t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  in  S an  
L u is  P o to s i ,  the P a r t id o  C o n se r v a d o r  th r e w  its  support to  h im .  
B la c k  r ep o r ted  the n ew s of th is  u p r is in g  o n  D e ce m b e r  20,
?Ibid . , O c t o b e r -D e c e m b e r  1845, p a s s i m .
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in d ic a t in g  th at i t  o c c u r r e d  s i x  d a y s  b e f o r e .  H e had le a r n e d ,  
f u r t h e r m o r e ,  th at " P a r e d e s  i s  m a r c h in g  h i s  f o r c e s  on  the c a p ­
i t a l .  . . . "® A c c o r d in g  to  A la m a n 's  b io g r a p h e r ,  i t  w a s  at th is  
p o in t  that th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r t y  b e c a m e  d o m in a n t  in  M e x ic o .
In  J a n u a ry  1846 , i t s  o f f i c ia l  n e w sp a p e r ,  E l  T ie m p o , h e r a ld e d  
P a r e d e s '  r e v o l t ,  and th e r e  w a s  a n  im m e d ia t e  c a l l  fo r  a m o n a r c h y  
in  M e x ic o ,  T he c h ie f  e d ito r  o f  E l  T ie m p o , w r it in g  a n o n y m o u s ly ,  
w a s  A la m a n . 9
®Ibid_. , D e c e m b e r  20 , 1845, e n tr y  356 .
^ V a la d e s ,  A la m a n , 4 1 6 .  W hile  re  s e a r c h in g  in  the  
H e m e r o t e c a  N a c io n a l  in  M e x ic o  C ity , w h ic h  i s  the  n a t io n a l  
n e w s p a p e r  r e p o s i t o r y ,  th is  w r i t e r  m a d e  a  d i s c o v e r y  h e r e t o f o r e  
u n n o t ic e d  by M e x ic a n  o f f i c i a l s .  T hat E l  T ie m p o  w o u ld  p r o v e  
in v a lu a b le  w a s  u n q u e s t io n a b le ,  and i t  w a s  m y  p la n  to r e a d  e v e r y  
i s s u e  b e tw e e n  1846  and 1853 in  to to .  I t  s o o n  b e c a m e  e v id e n t  
a f t e r  an  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  in d e x  f i l e  th at th e r e  w a s  a n  i r r e g u ­
l a r i t y ,  for  th e  i s s u e s  of the  n e w sp a p e r  w e r e  c o m p le te  e x c e p t  
f o r  the y e a r s  1 8 4 6 -1 8 4 9 .  T h e  p a p er  w a s  f i r s t  p u b l is h e d  in  
1846  and w a s  c o n t in u e d  u n t i l  th e  1 8 7 0 's .  W hen th is  i r r e g u l a r i t y  
w a s  p o in ted  out to  a s t a f f  m e m b e r  d u rin g  an  e x p la n a t io n  of th e  
n a tu r e  of m y  d i s s e r t a t io n ,  h e  o b v io u s ly  w a s  e m b a r r a s s e d  and  
im m e d ia t e ly  to o k  m e  to  s e e  the d ir e c t o r  of the  H e m e r o t e c a ,
D r .  G ustavo  P e r e z  T r e jo .  A f te r  a s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m y  to p ic ,  
D r .  P e r e z  T r e j o  a l lo w e d  m e  to  e n te r  the r e s t r i c t e d  s t a c k  a r e a ,  
a n d  I w a s  a b le  to  s e a r c h  th ro u g h  the n e w sp a p e r  s h e l v e s .  It w a s  
th e  c o n te n t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  a s s i s t a n t s  that the i s s u e s  fo r  1 8 4 6 -  
1 8 4 9  w e r e  e x ta n t  but that th e y  had  not b e e n  in d e x e d  due to  s o m e  
o v e r s ig h t .  T h is  p r o v e d  n ot to  b e  the c a s e .  A fte r  a  m o r n in g  in  
th e  s h e l f  a r e a ,  I s u g g e s t e d  m y  th e o r y  th at a n t i - m o n a r c h i s t s  
a n d  e n e m ie s  o f the P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r  la t e r  d e s t r o y e d  the  
i s s u e s  of E l T ie m p o  d e p o s i t e d  in  the H e m e r o t e c a  N a c io n a l ,  
a n d  th is  s u g g e s t i o n  m e t  w i th  a g r e e m e n t .
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B la c k  had  no doubts th at the C o n s e r v a t iv e s  and P a r e d e s  had  
p a r t ic u la r  p la n s  for M e x ic o .  As he in fo r m e d  h is  s u p e r io r s ,  it  
w a s  g e n e r a l ly  a g r e e d  in  M e x ic o  C ity  that P a r e d e s '  o v er th ro w  o f  
the g o v e r n m e n t  "is on ly  to  p r e p a r e  the w a y  for  a f o r e ig n  P r in c e ,  
. . . and the s u c c e s s  of P a r e d e s ,  w i l l  no doubt be a tr iu m p h  to  
c e r t a in  E u r o p e a n  p o w e r s ,  w ho a re  doing th e ir  b e s t  to  d efeat & 
to  p r e v e n t  th e  m a r c h  of p r in c ip le s .
A fter  P a r e d e s '  a r r iv a l  in  the c a p ita l ,  B la ck  n o ted  that the  
p u rp o se  of th e  P a r e d e s  r e v o lu t io n  w a s  ob v iou s  and w a s  ta lk ed  
about f r e e ly  am ong the p e o p le  of the c i ty .  He o b s e r v e d  that the  
C o n s e r v a t iv e s  and P a r e d e s  w e r e  p r e p a r in g  "the w a y  fo r  the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a m o n a r c h y  in  M ex ico , and I have  b e e n  in ­
fo r m e d ,  . . . that a p lan  fo r  that o b jec t ,  has b e e n  un der  w ay  
fo r  th is  s o m e  t im e  p ast ,  " an d  that " agen ts  have b e e n  sen t  to 
E u ro p e  to s o l i c i t  a f o r e ig n  P r in c e ,  . . . that E nglan d  / ,  /  
F r a n c e ,  and S p a in  have  co u n ten a n ced  th is  plan and a r e  looked  
up to , to p la c e  and s u s ta in  a fo r e ig n  P r in c e  to  ru le  o v e r  
M e x ic o .  . . . The C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  w a s  now open ly
■^N ational A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, of S ta te  MSS, RG 59, C on su lar  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M ex ic o  C ity , B la c k  to B uchanan , D e c e m b e r  20, 
1845, VIII, e n tr y  356.
1 I j b i d . , B la c k  to B uchanan , D e c e m b e r  30, 1845 , no entry  
g iv e n .
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p r o c la im in g  the  n e e d  for  a m o n a rc h y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  w a s  
a ck n o w led g ed  th at a lth ou gh  he h e ld  no o f f i c ia l  p o s i t io n  in the 
g o v e rn m e n t ,  A la m a n  w a s  s e r v in g  as  P a r e d e s '  c h ie f  a d v is e r .  ^  
N o one q u e s t io n e d  that A la m a n  on ce  a g a in  w a s  p r e - e m in e n t  in  
M e x ic o 's  p o l i t i c a l  and d ip lo m a tic  a f f a ir s .
In J an u ary  1846, A la m a n  in  E l T ie m p o  p r o p o s e d  a new o r d e r  
fo r  M ex ico  b a s e d  on h is  c o n s e r v a t iv e  b e l i e f s .  In p r o c la im in g  
th e  r e v o lu t io n  o f P a r e d e s ,  he co n ten d ed  that the nation  n eed ed  
the p r o te c t io n  o f  a s tr o n g ,  c e n tr a l iz e d  g o v e r n m e n t .  The b e s t  
f o r m  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  he w r o te ,  w a s  a m o n a r c h y .  Supporting  
A la m a n  in  th is  u n d ertak in g  w e r e  the m a j o r i t y  of th e  c le r g y ,  the  
m il i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  and the w e l l - t o - d o .  P a r e d e s  w a s  w h o lly  d e ­
pend en t upon the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  fo r  su p p o rt .  He a p p a ren t ly  
w a s  c o n v in ced  by  A la m a n  that M ex ico  w o u ld  so o n  h a v e  the  
su p p ort o f  one o r  s e v e r a l  E u ro p ea n  n a t io n s ,  su p p ort  w h ich  
w o u ld  p r e v en t  fu r th e r  U n ited  S ta te s  a g g r a n d iz e m e n t .  P a r e d e s  
thus did not h e s i t a t e  to th r e a te n  the A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in a 
r a th e r  r e c k l e s s  m a n n e r .  T hrough e d i t o r ia l s  in  E l  T iem p o,  
A la m a n  p r o p o s e d  that a new c o n s t i tu t io n a l  co n v e n t io n  a s s e m b l e ,  
w h ic h  w ould  e s t a b l i s h  a m o n a rc h y  and r e ju v in a te  the M ex ic a n  
nation . T h is  c o n v o c a to r ia ,  in  the w o r d s  o f a lea d in g  M ex ica n
l^R ives ,  The United States and M exico  1821-1848,  II, 221.
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th in k e r ,  w a s  "an e x t r a o r d in a r y  d o cu m en t"  w h ic h  w o u ld  c r e a t e  a  
c o n s t i tu t io n a l  o l ig a r c h y ,  an d  e l im in a t e  the m a s s  o f  p e o p le  f r o m  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h is  p r o p o s a l ,  i t  i s  sa id ,  c a u s e d  
a  p ro fo u n d  s e n s a t i o n  a m o n g  the M e x ic a n  p e o p le .  ^
In r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  m o n a r c h y  i t s e l f ,  A la m a n  a l s o  p r o p o s e d  
th ro u g h  th e  e d i t o r ia l  p a g e s  o f  E l  T ie m p o  th at th e  m o n a r c h ic a l  
can d id ate  b e  the in fa n te  D o n  E n r iq u e ,  the b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  of 
I s a b e l la  II, Q u een  of S p a in . ^  H is  e d i t o r ia l s  fou n d  an  in t e r e s t e d  
r e a d e r  in  B la c k ,  and in  F e b r u a r y  th e  A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l  e x p r e s s e d  
h is  m i s g i v i n g s  to W a sh in g to n .  In a  d e s p a tc h  to th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
S ta te ,  he  in d ic a te d  th at " th er e  i s  . . .  no doubt in  m y  m in d , but  
th at th is  r e v o lu t io n  o f  P a r e d e s  w a s  m a d e  for  the p u r p o s e  o f  p r e ­
p a r in g  th e  w a y  for  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a M o n a rch y  in  M e x ic o ,  
and p la c in g  a f o r e ig n  P r i n c e  on  th e  th ro n e .  . . . "  B la c k  w a s  
c o n v in c e d  th at s o m e  f o r e i g n  p o w e r  had  a g r e e d  to  h e lp  M e x ic o  
in  th is  u n d e r ta k in g ,  "for it  i s  to m e  v e r y  e v id e n t  th a t  the e d i to r s  
of the p a p e r  c a l l e d  'E l T ie m p o '  th e  p r in c ip a l  of w h o m  a r e  c o n ­
s id e r e d  to  b e  A la m a n  an d  /S a n c h e z  de j  T a g le ,  w o u ld  n e v e r  c o m e
l^ V a la d e s ,  A la m a n ,  4 1 8 - 4 1 9 ;  A lfo n s o  T o r o ,  L a  i g l e s i a  y  e l  
e s ta d o  en  M e x ic o :  E s t u d io  s o b r e  lo s  c o n f l i c t o s  e n tr e  e l  c l e r o  
c a td l ic o  y  l o s  g o b ie r n o s  m e x ic a n o s  d e s d e  la  in d e p e n d e n c ia  h a s t a  
n u e s t r o s  d ia s  (M e x ic o ,  D . F .  , 1927), 143; S m ith ,  W ar w ith  
M e x ic o , I, 2 1 4 - 2 1 5 ;  S i e r r a ,  E v o lu c io n  p o l i t i c a ,  2 3 7 - 2 3 8 ;  
Z a m a c o is ,  H is t o r ia  de M e x ic o , XII, 4 1 9 -4 2 0 ,  4 2 0 - 4 2 1 ,  4 2 8 .
l ^ C a r l o s  A lv e a r  A c e v e d o ,  L a  g u e r r a  d e l  47 { M e x ic o ,  D . F . , 
1957), 16.
out so  p la in  and b o ld  in  fa v o r  o f  M o n a rch y  i f  th ey  on ly  lo o k e d  to  
M ex ic a n  p r o te c t io n  to  b e a r  th em  out in  th e ir  b o ld  e f fo r t s  to  
e s t a b l i s h  the s a m e .  . . . "15 B la c k  a l s o  n o ted  in  th is  d e sp a tc h  
that he  had c o n v e r s e d  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  w ith  lea d in g  f e d e r ­
a l i s t s .  T h e se  m e n  " co m p la in  b i t t e r ly  of E u r o p e a n  m a n a g e m e n t  
in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  of M ex ic o .  . . . "  M o r e o v e r ,  B la c k  
r e la y e d  that th e s e  f e d e r a l i s t s  had e x p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  to en ter  
into  an  a l l ia n c e  w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  "to c o u n te r ­
a c t  th is  b a le fu l  in f lu e n c e  and m a n a g e m e n t ,  w h ic h  w a s  a s  p r e ­
ju d ic ia l  to  the U n ited  S ta te s  as to  M e x ic o .  , . , "16 T h e re  w a s  
no doubt that A la m a n  d ep en d ed  upon a E u r o p e a n -s u p p o r te d  
m o n a rc h y ,  s o  o n e r o u s  to  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  A s  he  
had noted , "a m o n a r c h y  w ith  a d y n a sty  of new  o r ig in ,  u n ite s  a l l  
of the  e v i l s  of a r ep u b lic  w ith  a l l  the in c o n v e n ie n c e s  o f  a  
m o n a r c h y .  "1^
T he p o s s ib i l i t y  th at a E u ro p ea n  p ow er  w o u ld  su p p ly  a r u le r  
fo r  M e x ic o  and th en  g iv e  the n ation  p r o te c t io n  c o n c e r n e d  the 
P o lk  a d m in is tr a t io n .  The U n ited  S ta te s  and G r e a t  B r i ta in
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ept, of S tate  MSS, RG 59, C o n su la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  C ity , B la c k  to  B uchanan, F e b r u a r y  27, 
1846, IX, e n tr y  362.
l^Ibid.
1 7Alaman,  Sem blanzas  e idear io ,  162.
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a lr e a d y  w e r e  a t  od d s  w ith  o n e  a n o th er  c o n c e r n in g  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  
of O r e g o n  and C a l i fo r n ia .  A lth o u g h  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  q u e s t io n  th a t  
P r e s id e n t  P o lk  h ad  d e c id e d  upon the n e c e s s i t y  o f  w a r  w ith  M e x ­
ic o  to s e c u r e  C a l i fo r n ia ,  h e  d id  not r e l i s h  the thought o f  M e x ic o  
g a in in g  the su p p o r t  o f  a E u r o p e a n  a l ly .  T h u s , the  c o n s ta n t  
c la m o r  fo r  a  m o n a r c h  o f  E u r o p e a n  o r ig in  to r u le  M e x ic o  u p se t  
the U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t  in  the f i r s t  m o n th s  of 1846. 
B u ch an an  e x p r e s s e d  th is  c o n c e r n  w h e n  he w r o te  to S l id e l l  in  
M a r c h .  A lth o u g h  h e  s t i l l  w a s  not a l lo w e d  to c o n fe r  w ith  M e x ­
ic a n  a u t h o r i t ie s ,  S l i d e l l  r e m a in e d  in  M e x ic o  C ity , He w a s  r e ­
c e iv in g  in f o r m a t io n  f r o m  B la c k ,  w ho m a in ta in e d  h is  o f f ic ia l  
s ta tu s  d e s p i t e  th e  s e v e r a n c e  o f d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t io n s ,  and w a s  
r e p o r t in g  b a ck  to  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t .
B u ch a n a n  w r o t e ,  in  r e p ly  to  S l i d e l l ' s  r e p o r t s ,  that "we  
h a v e  r e c e i v e d  in f o r m a t io n  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  q u a r t e r s ,  in  c o r r o b ­
o r a t io n  o f y o u r  s ta te m e n t ,  th at th e r e  m a y  be  a d e s ig n  on the  
p a r t  of s e v e r a l  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r s  to e s t a b l i s h  a  m o n a r c h y  in  
M e x ic o .  " H e c o n t in u e d  by  a c k n o w le d g in g  th at "it i s  s u p p o se d  
th at the c l e r g y  w o u ld  g e n e r a l l y  fa v o r  su c h  a  p r o je c t  and th a t  a 
c o n s id e r a b le  p a r ty  a lr e a d y  e x i s t s  a m o n g  the p e o p le  w h ic h  w o u ld  
g iv e  i t  th e ir  c o u n te n a n c e  and su p p o rt .  11 T he o f f i c ia l  r e a c t io n  of 
th e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t ?  "Should G r e a t  B r i ta in  and  
F r a n c e  a t te m p t  to p la c e  a  S p a n is h  or  an y  o th er  E u r o p e a n  P r in c e
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upon the th ro n e  o f M e x ic o ,  th is  w o u ld  b e  r e s i s t e d  b y  a l l  the  
p o w er  of the U n ited  S t a t e s .  "18 S t e e l in g  i t s e l f  fo r  c o n f l ic t ,  the  
P o lk  a d m in is t r a t io n  had  nothing to l o s e  in  th r e a te n in g  r e s i s t a n c e  
to  a m o n a r c h ic a l  u n d e rta k in g  in M e x ic o .
P o lk  r e c o r d e d  in  h i s  d ia r y  on A p r i l  9 that S l i d e l l  had a s k e d  
fo r  h is  p a s s p o r t s  to r e t u r n  to the U n ited  S t a t e s .  In  a  c o n v e r ­
s a t io n  w ith  T h o m a s  H a r t  B en ton , the P r e s i d e n t  d i s c u s s e d  r e ­
la t io n s  w ith  th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  an d  "the s t e p s  p r o p e r  to  
b e  tak en . . . . " S ig n i f ic a n t ly ,  P o lk  n o ted  that th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  
the m a jo r  E u r o p e a n  p o w e r s  w ou ld  t r y  to  f o r c e  M e x ic o  to a c c e p t  
a fo r e ig n  r u le r  g a v e  the U n ited  S ta te s  c a u s e  to a c t .  *9 W ith the  
r e j e c t io n  o f S l id e l l ,  w h o s e  m i s s i o n  w a s  P o lk 's  one s l ig h t  
a t te m p t  to p a c i f y  an  in d ig n a n t  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n c e r n in g  
th e ir  d i s p u t e s ,  the P r e s i d e n t  m ad e  th e  d e c i s i o n  to  go to w a r .  
M o r e o v e r ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  that he u s e d  th e  th r e a t  of a E u r o p e a n  
m o n a r c h  in  M e x ic o  a s  th e  e x c u s e  fo r  an  o t h e r w is e  u n ju s t if ia b le  
c o u r s e  of a c t io n .  H o s t i l i t i e s  e ru p ted  a t  the en d  of that m on th .
The w a r  w ith  the U n ite d  S ta te s  had  an  u n e x p e c te d  e f f e c t
18M anning , D ip lo m a t ic  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  . . . I n t e r - A m e r ic a n  
A f f a i r s , B u c h a n a n  to S l i d e l l ,  M arch  12, 1846 , VIII, D o c .  3255 ,  
191, 192.
J a m e s  K n ox  P o lk ,  D ia r y ,  ed. M ilo  M. Q uaife  (4  v o l s .  ; 
C h ic a g o ,  191 0 ),  I, 3 2 5 - 3 2 6 .
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upon the e f f o r t s  of the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  to c r e a t e  a m o n a r ­
c h ic a l  s t a t e  in  M e x ic o .  P r i o r  to th e  c o n f l ic t ,  b e t w e e n  th e  t im e  
of P a r e d e s '  coup  and th e  o u tb r ea k  o f  w a r ,  A la m a n  and h is  
f o l l o w e r s  h ad  no o th er  a f f a ir s  w ith  w h ic h  to c o n c e r n  t h e m ­
s e l v e s .  M o s t  of th e ir  t im e  w a s  s p e n t  in  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  a  
m o n a r c h y .  The k ey  to  t h e ir  e f f o r t s  w a s  the su p p o r t  o f  P a r e d e s  
and h is  t r o o p s .  The l ib e r a l s  and th e  f e d e r a l i s t s  w e r e  u n ab le  to  
c o n t e s t  th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  e f fo r t s  a s  lo n g  a s  P a r e d e s  r e m a in e d  
in fa v o r  o f  a m o n a r c h y .  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  the w a r  b eg a n , P a r e d e s  
tu rn ed  h is  in t e r e s t  to w a r d  a q u ick  and  g lo r io u s  m i l i t a r y  v ic t o r y .  
In the m e a n t im e ,  a s  P a r e d e s '  a t t e n t io n  w a s  d iv e r t e d  to  m i l i t a r y  
a f f a ir s ,  o p p o s i t io n  to  A la m a n 's  m o n a r c h ic a l  s c h e m e s  g r e w  m o r e  
p r o n o u n ced , and a s e r i e s  of o u tb r e a k s  a g a in s t  th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  
P a r ty  o c c u r r e d  in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  co u n try .
B la c k ,  w ho c o n t in u e d  h is  d u t ie s  a s  c o n s u l  a f t e r  th e  d e c l a r ­
a tion  o f  w a r ,  to o k  p a in s  to  fo l lo w  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t s  in  M e x ic o  in  
r e la t io n  to  th e  p r o p o s e d  m o n a r c h y  o f  the P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r .  
T o w a rd  th e  end of June, he  in f o r m e d  h is  s u p e r io r s  that th e r e  
w as ta lk  o f  P a r e d e s '  in ten t io n  to l e a d  h is  tr o o p s  to  the f r o n t ie r  
to e n g a g e  th e  A m e r i c a n  f o r c e s .  B u t  he had a l s o  h e a r d  r u m o r s  
that P a r e d e s  p lan n ed  in s t e a d  to  m a r c h  h is  a r m y  of 6, 000 to  
8, 000 m e n  to  G u a d a la ja ra , w h e r e  a  s e r i o u s  a n t i - C o n s e r v a t i v e  
u p r is in g  w a s  u n d erw a y . It w a s  B l a c k ' s  o b s e r v a t io n  th at a s  y e t
P a r e d e s  had not " lo s t  s ig h t  o f h is  f a v o r i t e  p r o j e c t  of m o n a r ­
ch y . . . . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the  t a s k  had b e c o m e  m o r e  d if f ic u l t  
in  v ie w  of th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  th ou gh  "the m o n a r c h ic a l  p a r ty  
a r e  s t i l l  la b o u r in g  h a r d  to b r in g  i t  about, th ough  s e c r e t l y .  " 
Indeed , A la m a n  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  e m p lo y in g  one o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  
t h e m e s  in  h is  e f fo r t s  to s a lv a g e  the m o n a r c h ic a l  e f fo r t ,  th a t  i s ,  
th e  d a n g er  and c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  U n ited  S t a te s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in  
M e x ic a n  a f f a i r s .  B la c k  c l o s e d  h is  d e s p a tc h  by  noting that  
" A la m a n  in  a  s p e e c h  m a d e  in  C o n g r e s s  a  few  d a y s  s in c e  g a v e  
i t  a s  h is  o p in io n  th at th e  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  o f  G u a d a la ja ra  w e r e  
s u s ta in e d  by  A m e r i c a n  g o ld .
The A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l  w a s  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e  m o v e m e n t  in  
fa v o r  o f  a  m o n a r c h y  w a s  w id e ly  a c c e p t e d  and su p p o r te d  b y  
P a r e d e s '  g o v e r n m e n t .  B ut in  S e p te m b e r  and O cto b er  th e r e  
a p p e a r e d  in  a M e x ic o  C ity  n e w sp a p e r  tw o l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by  
J o s e  M a r ia  T o r n e l  c o n c e r n in g  the a c tu a l  e x te n t  of the m o n a r ­
c h ic a l  su p p o rt .  T o r n e l  d e c la r e d  w ith ou t h e s i t a t io n  th at A la m a n ,  
a s  ed ito r  o f  E l  T ie m p o ,  w a s  the d ir e c t o r  o f  th e  m o n a r c h ic a l  
m o v e m e n t .  On th e  o th e r  hand, T o r n e l  r e j e c t e d  the w id e ly -  
a c c e p t e d  c o n te n t io n  th at th e  P a r e d e s  g o v e r n m e n t  in ten d e d  to
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, o f  S tate  MSS, R G  59, C o n s u la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  C ity ,  B la c k  to B u ch an an , June 27 , 1846 ,  
IX , en try  378 .
a c c e p t  th e  th in k in g  o f  A la m a n  o n  the q u e s t io n  o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a  m o n a r c h y .  H e a l s o  d e c l a r e d  th at no p r e p a r a t io n s  f o r  a  
m o n a r c h y  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  e i t h e r  w ith in  or w ith o u t  th e  c o u n tr y ,  
and th a t  in s in u a t io n s  to  th e  c o n t r a r y  w e r e  due to  the w o r k  o f  the  
e d i to r  o f  E l  T i e m p o .  21 A lth o u g h  th is  a s s e r t i o n  d o e s  not s e e m  
l o g i c a l  in  v ie w  o f  P a r e d e s '  a c t iv i t y  b e tw e e n  D e c e m b e r  1845  and  
th e  s u m m e r  of 1846 , T o r n e l  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f W ar and a c o n s e r ­
v a t i v e - i n c l i n e d  p o l i t i c i a n  sh o u ld  h a v e  kn ow n  th e  p o l i c i e s  o f  th at  
g o v e r n m e n t .
A  M e x ic a n  s c h o la r  w ho s tu d ie d  th is  m o v e m e n t  fo r  m o n a r c h y  
h a s  p o s tu la te d  th at i f  T o r n e l ' s  in f o r m a t io n  w a s  c o r r e c t ,  th e n  
A la m a n 's  m o t i v e s  ta k e  on  a new s i g n i f i c a n c e .  H e w a s  p r o m o t in g  
h is  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  f o r  the fu tu r e  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  n a t ion . S in c e  
in d e p e n d e n c e ,  M e x ic o  h ad  f lo u n d e r e d  in  a p o l i t i c a l  q u a g m ir e .  
N ow , t h r e a t e n e d  b y  an  in v a d in g  N o r th  A m e r i c a n  a r m y ,  M e x ic o  
f a c e d  p o l i t i c a l  e x t e r m i n a t io n .  A la m a n  had  t h e r e f o r e  p r o m o t e d  
a m o n a r c h y  to c r e a t e  in s t e a d  a s t r o n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  m o v e m e n t  
w h ic h  w o u ld  w e l d  the n a t io n  t o g e t h e r .  U n d er  P a r e d e s ,  w h o  w a s  
u n q u e s t io n a b ly  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  A la m a n  h o p e d  to b r in g  o r d e r  out
2 l E l  M o n ito r  R e p u b l ic a n o  (C iu d a d  M e x ic o ) ,  S e p t e m b e r  27, 
1846; O c to b e r  8, 1 8 4 6 .
302
of c h a o s .  ^
It  i s  p o s s ib le  that A la m a n  had  th is  o b je c t iv e  in  m in d , but 
th e r e  can  be  l i t t le  doubt th at he  a d h e r e d  to the  c o n c e p t  of  
m o n a r c h y  as  the m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f g o v e r n m e n t .  M o re  
th an  l ik e ly  he at f i r s t  b e l i e v e d  that th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f a  m o n a r ­
ch y  in  M e x ic o  in  1846 w a s  q u ite  f e a s ib l e ;  h o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  the  
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f w ar  w ith  th e  U n ited  S t a te s ,  A la m a n  r e a l i z e d  
that th e  m o n a r c h ic a l  s y s t e m  c o u ld  be  in a u g u r a te d  o n ly  w ith  
d if f ic u lty .  S in c e  he w a s  a  r e a l i s t ,  he p ro b a b ly  m a d e  the d e ­
c i s i o n  to w o r k  for  a s tr o n g  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  u t i l iz in g  
P a r e d e s  and h is  a r m y  fo r  th is  p u r p o se .
B u t w ith ou t w arn in g  d i s a s t e r  s tr u c k .  P a r e d e s  w a s  in  d e s p a ir  
b e c a u s e  the lo n g e d - fo r  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s e s  he  had a n t ic ip a te d  
p r o v e d  e lu s iv e .  He tu rn ed  to  dr in k  fo r  c o n s o la t io n ,  an d  in  
A u g u st  1846, G o m e z  F a r i a s  and h is  p u r o s  l ib e r a l s  b ro u g h t  about  
P a r e d e s '  o u s t e r .  W ith the h a ted  f e d e r a l i s t s  o n ce  m o r e  in  c o n tr o l  
o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  A la m a n  a n d  h is  C o n s e r v a t iv e s  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  
c e a s e  th e ir  c la m o r in g s  fo r  a m o n a r c h ,  at l e a s t  fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g .
^^See J o se  F l o r e s  D. 's  Juan N e p o m u c e n o  de P e r e d o  y su  
m i s i o n  s e c r e t a  en  E u ro p a  (1 8 4 6 - 1 8 4 8 ) , V o l .  XIX, *serie  2, en  
A r c h iv o  h i s t o r ic o  d ip lo m a t ic o  m e x ic a n o ,  169. F o r  a  c o n t e m ­
p o r a r y  fa v o r a b le  a n a ly s i s  o f  the m o n a r c h ic a l  m o v e m e n t ,  s e e  
L u is  M anuel R iv e r o 's  P r o y e c t o  de m o n a r q u ia  en  M e j ic o  (M ad rid ,  
1846).
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A la m a n  o n c e  m o r e  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  a c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  p o l i t i c a l  
a f f a i r s .  H e d id  not b e l i e v e  th a t  the l i b e r a l s  c o u ld  r e m a i n  in  
p o w e r  fo r  lo n g , an d  he w a s  r ig h t .  G o m e z  F a r i a s  d e c id e d  to  
in v i t e  the  c o u n t r y ' s  b e s t  g e n e r a l ,  S a n ta  A n n a , t o  r e t u r n  f r o m  
e x i l e .  W h ile  S a n ta  A n n a  fo u g h t  th e  w a r ,  G o m e z  F a r i a s  and  h is  
f o l l o w e r s  w o u ld  r e t u r n  M e x ic o  to r e p u b l i c a n  w a y s .  B u t S a n ta  
A n n a  h a d  p la n s  o f  h i s  ow n, a n d  the r e s t  i s  w e l l - k n o w n .
A s  w a s  to  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  the p u r o s  l i b e r a l s  in i t i a t e d  a  
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  le a d in g  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  a f t e r  G o m e z  F a r i a s '  
s e i z u r e  o f  the p r e s i d e n c y .  A  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o b s e r v e r  r e v e a l e d  
th a t  P a r e d e s  an d  h i s  c o m p a t r io t s  w e r e  i m p r i s o n e d  to  a w a i t  t h e i r  
fa te  a t  S a n ta  A n n a 's  h a n d s .  A l s o ,  i t  w a s  r u m o r e d  th a t  A la m a n  
w a s  in  h id ing  a t  th e  r e s i d e n c e  o f the S p a n is h  m i n i s t e r ,  and  
t h e r e  w e r e  o p e n  t h r e a t s  o f  a n  a t ta c k  on th a t  h o u s e  to  s e i z e  th e  
C o n s e r v a t i v e  l e a d e r .  23 S u c h  an  a s s a u l t  d id  not o c c u r ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a n d  a s  w a s  th e  c a s e  in  1 8 3 2 , A la m a n  w a s  a b le  s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r  to  
r e s u m e  a n o r m a l  l i f e .  H e  tu r n e d  h i s  e n e r g i e s  to  a  n e w  t a s k ,  th e  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h i s  H i s t o r i a  d e  M e j i c o , an d  c o n t in u e d  to  o v e r s e e  
th e  e s t a t e s  o f  th e  D uke de T e r r a n o v a  y  M onte  l e o n e .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  
h e  r e m a i n e d  a t tu n e d  to  the  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n ,  a w a it in g  an y
2 3 j o s e  F e r n a n d o  R a m i r e z ,  M e x ic o  D u r in g  th e  W a r  w i t h  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s , e d .  W a lte r  V . S c h o le s ,  t r .  E l l i o t t  B .  S c h e r r  
( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i  S t u d ie s ,  XXIII; C o lu m b ia ,  195 0 ),  68 .
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op p o rtu n ity  to r e a s s e r t  the d o c t r in e s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m .
On S e p t e m b e r  14, 1846, S an ta  A nna r e t u r n e d  to  M e x ic o  
C ity  f r o m  e x i l e  in  Cuba. H e m a n a g e d  to c o n v in c e  P r e s id e n t  
P o lk  th at h is  r e t u r n  to  M e x ic o  w o u ld  e n s u r e  p e a c e .  C o n s e ­
q u en tly , th e  A m e r i c a n  P r e s i d e n t  a r r a n g e d  fo r  S an ta  A nn a to  
p a s s  th ro u g h  a  U n ited  S ta te s  n a v a l  b lo c k a d e  of th e  M e x ic a n  
G ulf C o a s t .  C o n su l  B la c k  r e p o r t e d  Santa  A n n a 's  r e t u r n  to  
B u ch an an , w ith  th e  o b s e r v a t io n  th at he  " e n te r e d  th is  c i t y  w ith  
c o n s id e r a b le  p a ra d e  g o t  up by  s o m e  of h is  p a r t ic u la r  f r ie n d s  and  
p a r t iz a n s .  . . .  11 H o w e v e r ,  B la c k  in d ic a te d  that "he w a s  not r e ­
c e iv e d  w ith  th at g e n e r a l  b u r s t  of a p p la u s  / s i c /  w h ic h  f o r m e r l y  
a tten d ed  h im  in  h is  pop u lar  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t s .  . , . "24  
B e t w e e n  S e p te m b e r  1846 and J a n u a ry  1847, S an ta  A n n a  b u s ie d  
h i m s e l f  in  r a i s in g  a n  a r m y  of a p p r o x im a te ly  25, 000  m e n .  T h r o u g h ­
out m o s t  of 1847, he  f a c e d  s e r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  r e v e r s e s ,  th ou gh  he  
m a in ta in e d  th at he a c h ie v e d  a v ic t o r y  at B u en a  V i s t a  in  F e b r u a r y ,  
a  c la im  w h ic h  m a d e  h im  p o p u la r  o n c e  a g a in .
D ue to  h i s  s u p p o se d  v i c t o r y  a t B u en a  V is ta ,  S a n ta  A nna w a s  
a b le  to  o u s t  G o m e z  F a r i a s  in  M a rc h  1847. A  m o d e r a t e  l ib e r a l  
w a s  put in to  o f f ic e ,  and S an ta  A n n a  p r e p a r e d  to  m e e t  a n  A m e r i c a n
24]Sfational A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, of S ta te  MSS, R G  59, C o n s u la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  C ity , B la c k  to B uchanan , S e p t e m b e r  17,
1846 , IX , e n tr y  390.
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a r m y  under G e n e r a l  W in fie ld  S c o t t ,  w h ic h  w a s  m a r c h in g  in lan d  
f r o m  V e r a  C ruz . A  M ex ic a n  r o u t  a t  C e r r o  G ordo  in  A p r i l  
c a u s e d  m uch c r i t i c i s m  of Santa  A nna; m o r e o v e r ,  h i s  n e g o ­
t ia t io n s  w ith  P o lk  h a d  co m e  to  l ig h t .  O nce a g a in  th e  C o n s e r ­
v a t iv e  P arty  b e g a n  to  h eap  c r i t i c i s m  upon the l i b e r a l  f e d e r a l i s t s ,  
b o th  p u ros  and m o d e r a d o s . B u t m o s t  M ex ic a n  p o l i t i c ia n s  a g r e e d  
th a t  San ta  Anna w a s  th e  only c o m p e te n t  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  a v a i la b le ;  
th u s ,  he  w as  a l l o w e d  to a s s u m e  th e  p r e s id e n c y  o f  M e x ic o  in  th e  
s u m m e r  of 1847.
D uring  A u g u s t  a n d  S e p t e m b e r ,  a s  G e n e r a l  S c o t t ' s  a r m y  
m o v e d  tow ard the c a p ita l ,  the M e x ic a n  f o r c e s  fo u g h t  w e l l .  At 
l a s t  M e x ic a n s  w e r e  a w a r e  of th e  s e r i o u s  s i tu a t io n  co n fro n t in g  
t h e m ,  and a s e m b l a n c e  of u n ity  w a s  d i s c e r n i b l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
in  th e  m id d le  o f  S e p t e m b e r  A m e r i c a n  tr o o p s  p u s h e d  in to  M e x ic o  
C ity .  Som e r e s i s t a n c e  o c c u r r e d ,  but the m u n ic ip a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
w a s  a b le  to halt th e  s t r e e t  f ig h t in g  the day a fter  th e  A m e r ic a n  
e n t r y ,  and it  w a s  d e c r e e d  that th e  e n e m y  f o r c e s  w e r e  not to  be  
p r o v o k e d .  T h e r e  i s  no o f f ic ia l  A m e r i c a n  c o n s u la r  a c co u n t  of  
t h e s e  e v en ts ,  fo r  i n  A p r i l  1847, B la c k  w a s  o r d e r e d  to  le a v e  
M e x i c o  and to r e t u r n  to  the U n it e d  S t a te s .  ^  T h is  h e  did, th o u g h  
h e  w a s  r e a p p o in te d  to  the p o s t  in  A u g u s t  1848.
^ S ib id . , A p r i l  25, 1847, no en try  given.
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A s the M e x ic a n  a r m y  a ttem p te d  to  h a lt  the A m e r ic a n  d r iv e  
f r o m  V e r a  C ruz  to  M ex ico  C ity , A la m a n  s u r v e y e d  the s c e n e  w ith  
c o n c e r n .  In s p i t e  of h is  d i s l ik e  for the U n ited  S ta te s ,  he n e v e r  
b e l i e v e d  M e x ic o  sh ou ld  c h a l le n g e  that n a t io n  in  a m i l i t a r y  e n g a g e ­
m e n t .  26 Indeed , m u ch  of h i s  s tr a te g y  in  w ork in g  fo r  a m o n a rc h y  
w a s  b a s e d  on th e  n eed  to o f f - s e t  the U n ited  S ta tes  e f fo r t s  a g a in s t  
M e x ic o .  In h is  opin ion, a E u r o p e a n -b a c k e d  m o n a rc h y  w ou ld  
h a v e  s u f f ic ie n t ly  c h a l le n g e d  the  P o lk  a d m in is tr a t io n .  But w ar  
had c o m e ,  and a s  the M e x ic a n  a r m y  s u f fe r e d  s e tb a c k  a f te r  s e t ­
back , A la m a n  f e a r e d  for  the  future of th at kind of n a t io n  and 
g o v e r n m e n t  he  d e s ir e d  to s e e  e s ta b l i s h e d .
He kept the Duke de T e r r a n o v a  y M o n te leo n e  in fo r m e d  about 
a f f a ir s  in  M e x ic o  re la t in g  to  the la t t e r 1 s h o ld in g s .  In th is  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  he a ls o  e x p r e s s e d  h is  f e e l i n g s  about  
the g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in the c o u n try .  A t the end  of May  
1847, he in fo r m e d  the Duke that A m e r ic a n  tro o p s  had ju s t  
e n te r e d  P u eb la ,  w h ich  w a s  cap tu red  w ith o u t  a c o n te s t .  M ex ico  
C ity  w a s  now th re a te n e d ,  and  a n arch y  w a s  ram pant. A la m a n  
la m e n te d  that "todo e s  d e s o r d e n  . . . e n tr e  lo s  que m an d an  s in  
que haya qu ien  lo s  o b e d e z c a .  " M o r e o v e r ,  he f e a r e d  th at it  w a s  
im p o s s ib le  fo r  the nation  to  continue to e x i s t  during t h e s e  t im e s
2 6 v a la d e s ,  Alam an, 431.
w ith o u t  b e in g  c o m p le t e ly  d e s t r o y e d .  ^7
B y  A u g u s t ,  A la m a n  c o n s id e r e d  a f f a ir s  to be c r i t i c a l :  " s in  
e m b a r g o  de e s t e  e s t a d o  tan c r i t i c o  . . .  . " The e n e m y  f o r c e s
w e r e  c l o s e r  to  the c a p i ta l  now , and e v e r y th in g  w a s  c o n fu s io n .  
A c tu a l ly ,  A la m a n  p o in te d  out, th e  s i tu a t io n  w a s  not so m u ch  
due to the A m e r i c a n  in v a s io n  a s  to  the in t e r n a l  a n a r c h y ,  w h ic h  
w a s  the fa u l t  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  and o f the m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e r s .  
I t  w a s  a t  th is  t im e  th at A la m a n  r e m o v e d  h is  f a m i ly  f r o m  the  
c a p ita l  an d  to o k  th em  to  T la ln e p a n t la ,  w h e r e  he c o n tin u ed  h is  
l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t s .  In h is  m e m o i r s ,  G u i l le r m o  P r i e t o  r e c a l l e d  
that he an d  h is  f a m i ly  w e r e  g iv e n  s h e l t e r  during  A u g u st  by  
A la m a n . P r i e t o  r e c o u n te d  h is  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  A la m a n  and  
le f t  a v a lu a b le  p e r s o n a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  h im .
P r i e t o  r e m e m b e r e d  that he  w a s  at f i r s t  r e lu c ta n t  to a c c e p t  
A la m a n 1 s h o s p i t a l i ty ,  fo r  h e  h ad  long  d i s a g r e e d  w ith  th e  C o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  l e a d e r ' s  p h i lo so p h y .  In  fa c t ,  h e  th ought of A la m a n  
a s  a h o r r id  m an , c r u e l  and b lo o d th ir s ty ,  in  le a g u e  w ith  S a ta n  
h i m s e l f .  P r i e t o  s o o n  le a r n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that h i s  w a s  a m i s ­
c o n c e p t io n  in  r e f e r e n c e  to A la m a n 's  c h a r a c t e r .  He r e c a l l e d
2 ? A la m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , A la m a n  to  th e  Duke de  
T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te le o n e ,  M ay 28 , 1847, IV , 4 4 6 .
28Ibid. , July  28, 1847, 451.
th at A la m a n ,  a  h a n d so m e  m a n  o f n o r m a l  b u ild  w ith  a  R o m a n  n o s e  
and a  ru d d y  c o m p le x io n ,  o f te n  a s k e d  h im  to  w a lk  in  th e  g a r d e n ,  
at w h ic h  t im e  m a n y  th in g s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  P r i e t o  d i s c o v e r e d  
th at A la m a n  w a s  not the S a ta n ic  in d iv id u a l  he h ad  e n v is io n e d ,  
In d eed , he  w a s  h ig h ly  in t e l l ig e n t  and w e l l - r e a d .  H e e x h ib ite d  
a p e n e tr a t in g  k n o w led g e  o f  L a tin  and S p a n ish  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and he  
had a p ro fo u n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  F r e n c h  and S p a n ish  h is to r y .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  w a s  P r i e t o ' s  b e l i e f  th at A la m a n  w a s  a  m an  
f i r m l y  c o n v in c e d  h is  p o l i t i c a l  v ie w s  w e r e  c o r r e c t .  He co n ten d ed  
th at in d e p e n d e n c e  for  M e x ic o  had c o m e  to o  so o n , and th at the  
m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  it w a s  b r o u g h t  about w a s  w r o n g .  P r i e t o  r e ­
v e a le d  th at A la m a n  r e f e r r e d  to the a f fa ir  at D o lo r e s  a s  "una 
in s u r r e c c i o n  de c r i m i n a l e s  . . .  . " H e d e s p i s e d  the p r in c ip le s
o f th e  F r e n c h  R e v o lu t io n ,  and he lo n g e d  fo r  the o r d e r  o f  the 
c o lo n ia l  p e r io d .
A lth o u g h  P r ie t o  e x p r e s s e d  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w ith  h is  id e a s ,  
A la m a n  d id  not s e e m  o ffen d ed , and the tw o  m e n  d e v e lo p e d  a 
r e s p e c t  fo r  one a n o th er  in  s p i te  o f  t h e ir  d i f fe r in g  v ie w p o in t s .  
A c tu a l ly ,  P r i e t o  c o n s id e r e d  i t  a g r e a t  h o n o r  to h a v e  know n  
A la m a n , w h o m  he c o n s id e r e d  a v ir tu o u s ,  o r d e r ly ,  and  d e c en t  
in d iv id u a l .  T h is  s o jo u r n  in  th e  m o n th  of A u g u st  1847  ch a n g ed  
h is  th inking  ab ou t one o f th e  l e a s t  u n d e r s to o d  f ig u r e s  in  M ex ic a n
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h i s t o r y .  ^9
A fte r  a  m o n th  in  T la ln e p a n t la ,  A la m a n  and h is  f a m i ly  r e ­
tu rn ed  to M e x ic o  C ity , w h ic h  now w a s  in  th e  h an d s  o f  the  
A m e r i c a n s .  A la m a n  s e n s e d  th at the end  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  w a s  
n ear;  h o w e v e r ,  a s  he  in d ic a te d  to  the D uke de T e r r a n o v a  y  
M o n te le o n e  in  A u g u st ,  h e  d id  not b e l i e v e  th at th e  A m e r i c a n s  
had  an y  d e f in i te  p la n s  f o r  M e x ic o  a f t e r  th e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  h o s ­
t i l i t i e s .  30 D e s p i t e  the f a l l  o f  M e x ic o  C ity , S an ta  A nn a e x ­
p r e s s e d  a  d e t e r m in a t io n  to  co n tin u e  f ig h t in g ,  and he  had the  
su p p o r t  o f th e  pur os l i b e r a l s .  T h rou gh ou t th e  w in te r  of 1847-  
1848, M e x ic a n  f o r c e s  r e s o r t e d  to  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e ,  w h ic h  
p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e  a g a in s t  U n ited  S t a te s  d e ta c h m e n ts .  H o w e v e r ,  
a f t e r  S a n ta  A n n a  f a i l e d  to  r e c a p t u r e  P u e b la ,  the m o d e r a d o s  
l i b e r a l s  d e c id e d  that th e  c o u n tr y  m u s t  s e e k  p e a c e ,  and the G e n ­
e r a l  w a s  f o r c e d  to g iv e  up  the p r e s id e n c y  to  P efia  y P en a , C h ie f  
J u s t i c e  of the S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  N e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  th e  U n ited  
S t a te s  w e r e  th en  in i t ia te d ,  w h ic h  le d  to  th e  T r e a ty  of G u ad a lu p e-
^ G u i l l e r m o  P r i e t o ,  M e m o r ia s  de m i s  t i e m p o s  (de  1840-  
1 8 5 3 ) (M e x ic o ,  D. F .  , 1903), 6 3 - 6 5 ,  p a s s i m . P r i e t o ,  o ften  
r e f e r r e d  to  a s  the " n a t io n a l  p oet"  o f M e x ic o ,  la t e r  s e r v e d  the  
l i b e r a l  c a u s e  during the J u a r e z  e r a ,  s e r v in g  in  a  c a b in e t  
c a p a c i ty .
3® A lam an, D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , A la m a n  to  th e  Duke de  
T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te le o n e ,  A u g u s t  28, 1847 , IV, 455 .
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H id a lg o  in  F e b r u a r y  1848. S a n ta  A nna w e n t  in to  s e l f - i m p o s e d  
e x i l e  in  J a m a ic a .
T he T r e a ty  o f  G u a d a lu p e -H id a lg o  p r o v e d  s e v e r e  fo r  M e x ic o ,  
fo r  by  i t s  t e r m s  o v e r  o n e - h a l f  o f  the n a t io n a l  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  lo s t .  
W ritin g  in  h is  H i s t o r ia  de M e j i c o , A la m a n  d e v o te d  o n ly  a  s h o r t  
p a s s a g e  to  the c a u s e s  of the M e x ic a n  W ar and to  th e  w a r  i t s e l f .
H e r e f e r r e d  to t h e s e  e v e n ts  by  po in tin g  out that M e x ic o  had  gone  
to  w a r  to r e s i s t  u s u r p a t io n .  The w a r  he  c a l l e d  "una g u e r r a  
d e s g r a c ia d a  . . .  , " and he p o in te d  out that the t r e a t y  r e s u l t e d  
in  the  l o s s  not o n ly  o f  T e x a s ,  but a l s o  of U pp er  C a l i fo r n ia  and  
N ew  M e x ic o  a s  w e l l .  M o r e o v e r ,  la r g e  p o r t io n s  of C hihuahua, 
C o a h u ila ,  and T a m a u l ip a s  w e r e  lo s t .  ^1
W r it in g  to the Duke de T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te le o n e  in  M a rc h  
1848, Alam=Ln e x p r e s s e d  p l e a s u r e  that the w a r  had en d ed , d e s p i te  
the l o s s  of s u b s ta n t ia l  a m o u n ts  of t e r r i t o r y .  In M ay, h e  in ­
fo r m e d  h im  that i t  s e e m e d  l ik e ly  the l a s t  A m e r i c a n  t r o o p s  w o u ld  
be w ith d r a w n  f r o m  M e x ic a n  s o i l  w ith in  a s h o r t  t im e ;  th is  p le a s e d  
h im . H o w e v e r ,  in t e r n a l  a f f a ir s  in  the c o u n tr y  w e r e  m a r k e d  by  
u n r e s t .  V a r io u s  s t a t e s  had ta k en  on l ib e r a l  o u t lo o k s  and had  
e l e c t e d  l ib e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  In d eed , b e c a u s e  o f  th e  u n r e s t
3 lA la m a n , H is to r ia  de M ejico , V, 8 7 5 -8 7 6 .
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an d  c o n fu s io n ,  th e r e  w a s  th e  t h r e a t  o f  c i v i l  w a r ,  ^2
T h e  M e x ic a n  W ar and  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  of th a t  c o n f l i c t  had  
r e v e r b e r a t i o n s  th ro u g h o u t  M e x ic o .  T h e s e  tw o e v e n t s  p r o v e d  to  
b e  a  w a t e r s h e d  in  the h i s t o r y  o f  th e  n a t io n  in  the n in e te e n th  
c e n t u r y .  C h a n g e  w a s  in  th e  a i r ,  an d  a lth o u g h  c h a n g e  had  p r o v e d  
to  b e  the r u le  r a th e r  th a n  the e x c e p t io n ,  th is  new f e e l i n g  h a d  a  
d e e p e r  n a t u r e .  A s  one s p e c i a l i s t  in  th is  p e r io d  h a s  s u g g e s t e d ,  
th e  y e a r s  f r o m  1846 to  185 3 w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  im p o r t a n t  fo r  
M e x ic o .  U n l ik e  the d e c a d e s  p r io r  to  th e  M e x ic a n  W a r , th is  
w a s  a  p e r io d  o f n o t ic e a b le  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t iv i t y .  T h is  w a s  a  
t i m e  w h ic h  w i t n e s s e d  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f n u m e r o u s  n e w s p a p e r s  
an d  p e r i o d i c a l s  w h ic h  e v in c e d  i n t e l l i g e n t  and e v e n  "profou nd"  
o p in io n s .  I t  w a s  d u r in g  th is  s p a n  th a t  A la m £ n 's  H i s t o r i a  de 
M e j ic o  w a s  c o m p o s e d .  P a m p h le t s  o f  s o m e  n ote  w e r e  c o m m o n .  
T he r e a s o n  f o r  th is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t iv i t y ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th is  
a u th o r i ty ,  w a s  the r e a l i z a t i o n  b y  le a d in g  M e x ic a n s  th a t  th e  
p r o b l e m s  o f the c o u n tr y  no lo n g e r  c o u ld  b e  ig n o r e d .  ^
^ A l a m a n ,  D o c u m e n t o s  d i v e r s o s ,  A la m a n  to  th e  Duke de  
T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te le o n e ,  M a r c h  13, 1848; M ay  13, 1848, IV,
4 6 7 ,  4 7 1 .
3 3 c h a r l e s  A . H a le ,  "T he W ar w i t h  the U n ite d  S t a te s  a n d  
th e  C r i s i s  in  M e x ic a n  T h ou gh t, " T h e  A m e r i c a s : A  Q u a r te r ly  
R e v ie w  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  C u ltu r a l  H is t o r y ,  X IV , no. 2 
(1 9 5 7 ) ,  154 .
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W ith v ig o r  th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  in d ic a t e d  that i t s  m e m ­
b e r s h i p  w o u ld  not ig n o r e  the p r o b le m s  of th e  nation . A  d i s ­
a s t r o u s  w a r  an d  a  o n e - s i d e d  t r e a t y  e m b a r r a s s e d  the M e x ic a n  
n a t io n .  M e x ic a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th is  f e e l in g  
to  r e v iv e  th e ir  a t t a c k  on the a l l e g e d  f a i l u r e s  o f  r e p u b l ic a n  i n ­
s t i t u t io n s ,  34 It w a s  the fa u lt  o f  the l i b e r a l s ,  a s s e r t e d  th e  C o n ­
s e r v a t i v e  P a r ty  l e a d e r s h ip ,  th a t  M ex ico  h a d  s u f fe r e d  s u c h  
h u m il ia t io n  a t th e  h an d s  o f th e  U n ited  S t a te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  
A lth o u g h  th e r e  w a s  s o m e  r o o m  to q u e s t io n  s u c h  c h a r g e s ,  the  
C o n s e r v a t i v e s  r e m a in e d  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  in  t h e ir  c o n te n t io n  that  
t h e y  w ould  h a v e  s a v e d  M e x ic o  f r o m  h u m il ia t io n .
T hus, the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r t y  r e c e i v e d  n ew  s tr e n g th  and  
su p p o r t  a f te r  the M e x ic a n  W a r ,  B e c a u s e  the l ib e r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  
b o th  e x tr e m e  an d  m o d e r a t e ,  h a d  co n d u cted  th e  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  
th e  U n ited  S t a te s ,  th e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  c h a r g e d  that th ey  h a d  
b e t r a y e d  the n a t io n . P o l i t i c a l  a g i ta t io n  w a s  e x a c e r b a te d ,  and  
d u rin g  the a d m in is t r a t io n s  o f  P e n a  y P e n a ,  H e r r e r a ,  and  
A r i s t a  b e tw e e n  1847  and 1853 , the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  l e a d e r ­
s h ip  on ce  a g a in  i n s i s t e d  that th e  on ly  s a n e  p o l i t i c a l  c o u r s e  w a s  
m o n a r c h y .  35
34I b i d . , 164.
3 5 x o r o ,  L a  i g l e s i a  y  e l  e s t a d o  en  M e x ic o ,  196.
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B e fo r e  th e r e  could  be  a m o n a rc h y ,  h o w ev er , t h e r e  m u st  b e  
a s tro n g  and  s e n s ib le  d ic ta to r s h ip  w h ic h  w ou ld  p r e p a r e  the  
p eo p le .  A  n ew  p e r io d ic a l ,  E l  U n iv e r s a l , ap p eared , and its  
p r o - m o n a r c h ic a l  p r o c l iv i t i e s  w e r e  e v e n  m o r e  p ro n o u n ced  than  
th o se  of E l  T ie m p o . 36 T h e r e  w as  s o m e  q u es t io n  a s  to  w hether  
or not A la m a n  had anything to do w ith  E l  U n iv e r s a l , but it  i s  
l ik e ly  that h e  d id  not. B y  1849, he had  r e c o n s id e r e d  the 
im m e d ia te  p r o s p e c t s  for  m o n a r c h y  and had ch an ged  h i s  outlook  
so m e w h a t.
A s th e  outstan d in g  p e r s o n a l i ty  w ith in  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  
P a r ty ,  A la m a n  e a g e r ly  r e tu r n e d  to the p o l i t ic a l  a r e n a .  He 
d e s ir e d  to fo r m u la te  a n ew  outlook  fo r  M ex ico , to l e a v e  a 
h e r i ta g e  fo r  M ex ica n s  of the fu tu re . A nd  so  the id e a  a la m a n is ta  
w a s  r e w o r k e d .  F o r  the t im e  being , A la m a n  did n ot th ink in  
t e r m s  of m o n a rc h y ;  r a th e r ,  he p r o m o te d  the id ea  o f  national  
u n ity  under the a e g is  of c o n s e r v a t iv e  le a d e r s h ip .  T he k ey  to 
th is  unity, in  h is  opinion, w a s  the A y u n ta m ien to ,  o r  m u n ic ip a l  
g o v e r n m e n t .  37 A la m a n  h o p ed  to r e o r g a n iz e  the M e x ic a n  nation  
in to  so m e th in g  r e s e m b l in g  the c o lo n ia l  s y s t e m .  T h e  m u n ic ip a l  
g o v e r n m e n ts  w o u ld  c o n tr o l  the a f fa ir s  of the nation . T his e ffo r t ,
36 lb id .
3 7 v a la d e s ,  Alaman, 4 4 9 -4 5 0 .
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a s  o n e  c r i t i c  h a s  o b s e r v e d ,  w a s  a c t u a l l y  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  e r r o r  
c o m m i t t e d  b y  A la m a n  and h is  p a r ty .  38 W h a te v e r  the c a s e ,  
th is  p la n  w a s  in  k e e p in g  w ith  h i s  d e s i r e  fo r  o r d e r ,  a n d  h e  b e l i e v e d  
the n e e d  fo r  s u c h  o r d e r  w a s  p r e s s i n g  a f t e r  th e  w a r .  I t  i s  u n d e r ­
s ta n d a b le  th at a m a n  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  w o u ld  a t t e m p t  to  
r e c r e a t e  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  s y s t e m  f o r  w h ic h  h e  had  s u c h  a d m ir a t io n .
W r i t in g  to  a n  u n id e n t i f ie d  f r i e n d  in  1 8 47 , A la m a n  p o in te d  out  
th at h e  c a l l e d  fo r  a  m o n a r c h y  in  1846  due to  the t h r e a t  o f  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  in t im id a t io n .  A  s ta b le  g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  f r i e n d ly  
E u r o p e a n  p o w e r  w o u ld  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  the a g g r a n d iz e m e n t  o f  th e  
n o r t h e r n  g o v e r n m e n t .  H is  m a in  p u r p o s e  in  1846  w a s  to  s a v e  th e  
n a t io n  f r o m  d e s t r u c t io n .  ^9 In  1 8 4 9 , h o w e v e r ,  w ith  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  t h r e a t  e n d e d  f o r  the m o m e n t ,  A la m a n  c o u ld  g iv e  h i s  u n ­
d iv id e d  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  o r d e r l y  s y s t e m .  T o  th is  
end, h e  s e c u r e d  e l e c t i o n  to the A y u n ta m ie n to  of M e x ic o  C ity  in  
th a t  y e a r .  S u b s e q u e n t ly  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  the c i t y  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ,  h e  b e g a n  to  w o r k  fo r  a  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th is  b o d y  to  
e n s u r e  th a t  the m o s t  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  thus c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  m e n  o f  the
3 8 s i e r r a ,  E v o lu c io n  p o l i t i c a , 2 5 5 .
3 9 A la m a n ,  S e m b la n a a s  e  id e a r i o ,  x x x i i i .
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c i ty  w o u ld  have m e m b e r s h ip  on  th e  m u n ic ip a l  c o u n c i l .  40
M uch to h is  s u r p r i s e  and c o n s te r n a t io n ,  h is  a c t iv i t i e s  c r e a t e d  
a fu r o r  in  M ex ico  C ity . He d i s c o v e r e d  that th e  l ib e r a l  e le m e n t s  
had m o r e  s tren g th  th an  he  a n t ic ip a te d .  W hen A m e r ic a n  f o r c e s  
w ith d r e w  fr o m  the c a p ita l ,  H e r r e r a  w a s  le f t  in  c o n tr o l  o f  the  
p r e s id e n c y .  It w a s  the new P r e s id e n t ' s  d e s i r e  to in tro d u ce  law  
and p r o g r e s s  through  r e p u b l ic a n is m .  In  sp ite  o f  the o p p o s it io n  
of the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty ,  H e r r e r a  w a s  su p p o r ted  in  h is  e f fo r t .  
T h is  supp ort, in  one a u th o r ity 's  opin ion , c a m e  about b e c a u s e  the  
M e x ic a n  peop le  in  and around  the c a p ita l  had  lo s t  th e ir  penchan t  
for  r e v o lu t io n  and d isr u p t io n .  C o n seq u en tly ,  a s  long a s  the  
l ib e r a l s  had the su p p o rt  of that s e g m e n t  o f  the p e o p le ,  the C o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  c o u ld  not c a r r y  out A la m a n 's  d e s ig n s  for  M e x ­
ic o ,  th at i s ,  a c o lo n ia l - t y p e  s y s t e m  of g o v e r n m e n t .  41
A la m a n  had not a n t ic ip a te d  su ch  su p p o rt  for  the l ib e r a l  
c a u s e .  He w a s  not p r e p a r e d ,  th e r e fo r e ,  fo r  the a d v e r s e  
r e a c t io n  of m a n y  c i t i z e n s  o f  the c a p ita l  to  h is  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  
of the c i t y  g o v e r n m e n t .  In  D e c e m b e r  1849, th e r e  a p p ea red  in  
a m a j o r  M ex ico  C ity  n e w sp a p e r  an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t le d  "i M u era  D. 
L u c a s  A la m a n ! !" w h ic h  c o n d e m n ed  A la m a n 1 s r o le  in  M ex ic a n
40A lam an , O b r a s , I , x lv i i i ,
41 P e r k in s ,  M on roe  D o c tr in e  1 8 2 6 -1 8 6 7 ,  319.
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a f f a i r s  fo r  th e  p a s t  t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r s .  A fte r  a d e c la r a t io n  fo r  
the n e e d  of d e m o c r a c y  in  M e x ic o ,  th e  u n -n a m e d  r e p o r t e r  c a s t i ­
g a te d  A la m a n  in  no u n c e r t a in  t e r m s .  It w a s  p o in te d  out th at he  
had  b r o u g h t  ab ou t the d ea th  o f  a n a t io n a l  h e r o ,  G u e r r e r o ,  w h en  
he c o m m a n d e d  the f i r s t  g o v e r n m e n t  o f B u s ta m a n te .  H e had  
a t t e m p te d  to  s u b j e c t  M e x ic o  to a s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a k in  to  
the m o n a r c h ie s  of E u r o p e .  H e w a s  now a ttem p tin g  o n c e  a g a in  
to  s u b v e r t  the M e x ic a n  r e p u b l i c a n  s y s t e m  th ro u g h  h is  c e n t r a l iz in g  
r e o r g a n iz a t io n  of the A y u n ta m ie n to  o f M e x ic o  C ity .  T h e  w r i t e r  
c o n c lu d e d  that M e x ic o  m u s t  r id  i t s e l f  of s u c h  in f lu e n c e .  ^  
A lth o u g h  the im p l i e d  th r e a t  a g a in s t  A la m a n  w a s  not c a r r i e d  out,  
h e  v o lu n ta r i ly  r e s ig n e d  h is  p o s i t io n  a s  p r e s id e n t  o f  the c i ty  
c o u n c i l  to  p r e v e n t  fu r th e r  c r i t i c i s m  of h is  w o r k .  H e w a s  a  
p a t ie n t  m a n , and h e  c o u ld  a w a it  m o r e  fa v o r a b le  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
M o r e o v e r ,  he did not l o s e  any  o f h is  e s t e e m  a m o n g  h is  f o l l o w e r s ,  
and in d e e d ,  th e  im p en d in g  p u b l ic a t io n  of h is  H is  tor  ia  de M e j ic o  
a d d ed  at th is  t im e  to h is  a lr e a d y  n o t ic e a b le  p r e s t i g e .  ^
S t i l l ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  th at th e  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t s  had a c h ie v e d  
th a t  d e g r e e  of p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  w h ic h  M e x ic o  h ad  la c k e d  fo r  so
M o n ito r  R e p u b lic a n o  (C iu d a d  M e x ic o ) ,  D e c e m b e r  4,
1849.
43A lam an , D is e r ta c io n e s ,  I, x x i -x x i i ;  O b ras, I, x l ix .
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lo n g . In  1851, P r e s id e n t  H e r r e r a  tu rn ed  o v e r  the o f f ice  to  
h is  d u ly - e le c t e d  s u c c e s s o r ,  G e n e r a l  M arian o  A r is t a .  But 
th is  a p p a ren t s ta b i l i ty  w a s  not a c tu a l ly  the c a s e ,  fo r  th e  c o n ­
s e r v a t iv e  e le m e n t s  r e m a in e d  in f lu en tia l .  B e s id e s ,  the P a r t id o  
C o n se r v a d o r  m e m b e r s  did  not in ten d  to  a l lo w  the l ib e r a l  fa c t io n s  
to  b e c o m e  the d om inant p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in the cou n try . T hus, 
in  su b t le  w a y s  the l ib e r a l  e f fo r ts  to contin ue  o r d e r  and to d ev e lo p  
p r o s p e r i t y  w e r e  u n d e rm in ed .
It w a s  the d e s ir e  of the f e d e r a l i s t a s  to d e v e lo p  c l o s e r  t i e s  
w ith  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  In sp ite  of the r e c e n t  h o s t i l ­
i t i e s  and the h a r s h  p e a c e  s e t t le m e n t ,  th e r e  w e r e  th o s e  M ex ica n s  
who w e r e  w i l l in g  to look  to a fu tu re  of c o o p e r a t io n  and g o o d  w il l .  
N e e d le s s  to sa y ,  p eo p le  w ho e x p r e s s e d  su c h  v ie w s ,  e v e n  am on g  
l ib e r a l s ,  did not c o n s t itu te  a m a j o r i t y  of the p o l i t i c ia n s .  N e v e r ­
t h e l e s s ,  r e a l i s t s  c o u ld  not a rg u e  w ith  the f a c t  that the U nited  
S ta te s  w o u ld  l ik e ly  b e c o m e  a m a jo r  fa c to r  in  fu ture  M e x ic a n  
d ip lo m a c y  u n le s s  d e l ib e r a te  s t e p s  w e r e  ta k en  to p r e v e n t  su ch  
an o c c u r r e n c e .
In 1850, i t  b e c a m e  ob v iou s  that the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  had  
su ch  p la n s  in  m in d . It a p p ea r e d  that the U n ited  S ta te s  w ou ld  
r e c e iv e  the r ig h t  to c o n s tr u c t  a c a n a l  a c r o s s  the I s th m u s  of 
T eh u a n tep ec , for  s o m e  p r e l im in a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  in d ic a te d  M ex ­
ic a n  w i l l in g n e s s  to a l lo w  the U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  to  p u rc h a se
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la n d  in  th is  a r e a ,  or to l e a s e  it .  H o w e v e r ,  the M e x ic a n  m e m ­
b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  a p p o in te d  to lo o k  in to  th e  m a t t e r  p r o v e d  
r e c a lc i t r a n t .  T h e  r e a s o n  fo r  th is  r e lu c t a n c e  w a s  due to  A la m a n 1 s  
in f lu e n c e ,  fo r  h e  c o n v in c e d  h i s  c o m m it t e e  c o l l e a g u e s  that an  
o c e a n ic  c a n a l ,  or e v e n  a  r o a d ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  c o n n e c t  th e  Gulf of  
M e x ic o  to th e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  w o u ld  o f f e r  the U n ited  S ta te s  an  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x e r t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  M e x ic a n  a f f a i r s .  He in d ic a te d  
that he w a s  g la d  th e  n e g o t ia t io n s  w o u ld  not s u c c e e d  in  a l e t t e r  to  
th e  Duke de T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te le o n e  la te  th a t  y e a r .  4 4  A lth ou gh  
n e g o t ia t io n s  c o n t in u e d  u n til  1852, the a r r a n g e m e n t  fo r  an  
A m e r i c a n - b u i l t  c a n a l  in  T eh u a n tep ec  w a s  n e v e r  a g r e e d  upon by  
th e  tw o c o u n t r ie s ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  of A la m a n ,  w ho s e r v e d  a s  
th e  c h ie f  M e x ic a n  n e g o t ia t o r .
B y  1853, th e  s e e m in g  c a lm  of the A r i s t a  p r e s id e n c y  w a s  
s h a t t e r e d .  In  th e  s ta te  of J a l i s c o ,  a c o n s e r v a t i v e - l e d  r e v o lu ­
t io n  a g a in s t  the g o v e r n m e n t  e ru p ted . A s  one s c h o la r  h a s  i n ­
d ic a te d  in  a s tu d y  of t h e s e  y e a r s ,  A la m a n  and h is  y o u n g e r  f r ie n d  
and pupil, A n to n io  H a ro  y T a m a r iz ,  w e r e  d e e p ly  in v o lv e d  in  the  
in a u g u r a t io n  o f th is  r e v o l t  in  J a n u a ry . T h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  
C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r t y  and a s e g m e n t  o f  the  m o d e r a te  p r o p e r ty -
44  A la m a n ,  D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , A la m a n  to  th e  Duke de 
T e r r a n o v a  y  M o n te le o n e ,  D e c e m b e r  5, 1850, IV, 5 5 2 .
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o w n e r s .  T he m i l i t a r y  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  the u p r is in g  b y  
G e n e ra ls  S i e r r a  y R o s s o ,  T o rn e l ,  and L o m b a r d in i .  It so o n  
b e c a m e  o b v io u s  that th is  m o v e m e n t  had the su p p o r t  o f  a la r g e  
p o rtio n  of th e  p eo p le ,  and th e  A r is t a  g o v e r n m e n t  c o l la p s e d .
In F e b r u a r y ,  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty ,  le d  by Alamein, w a s  
re tu rn ed  to p r o m in e n c e .  ^5
A la m a n  now in i t ia te d  w hat w o u ld  be h is  l a s t  p o l i t ic a l  
p ro g r a m , on e  w h ic h  d e tr a c te d  fr o m  h is  r ep u ta t io n  as an a s tu te  
p o li t ic ia n .  T he P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r  l e a d e r s  d e c id e d  to in v ite  
Santa Anna f r o m  e x i le  to  r u le  as  d ic ta to r .  A lam ein  a p p a ren t ly  
had co n c lu d e d  that the t im e  w a s  a t  l a s t  r ip e  fo r  the c o m m e n c e ­
m e n t  of t h o s e  s t e p s  w h ic h  u l t im a te ly  w o u ld  le a d  to a m o n a r c h y .  
F o r  the t im e  b e in g , he w o u ld  a c c e p t  a m i l i t a r y  d ic ta to r s h ip  
h ea d ed  by S an ta  Anna. E v en tu a lly ,  he hoped n e g o t ia t io n s  
w ould  r e s u l t  in  the im p le m e n ta t io n  o f a m o n a r c h y  under a 
E u rop ean  p r in c e .
T h e re  w a s  no doubt that the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r t y  in ten d ed  
to  c o n tr o l  the a f f a ir s  of the co u n try . D e sp ite  Santa A n n a's  
u n dependab le  r e c o r d  in r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  A la m a n  and h is
4 5 R ic h a r d  A. John son , The M e x ic a n  R e v o lu t io n  c f  A y u t la , 
1 8 5 4 -1 8 5 5 : A n  A n a ly s is  of the E v o lu t io n  and D e s tr u c t io n  of  
Santa A n n a 's  L a s t  D ic ta to r s h ip  (R o ck  Is la n d , I l l in o is ,  1939), 14.
su b o r d in a te s  s e e m e d  c o n v in c e d  th at th ey  c o u ld  c o n tr o l  the  
d ic t a t o r - a p p a r e n t .  Indeed , th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  q u e s t io n  that A la m a n  
p la n n ed  to u t i l i z e  S an ta  A nna a s  a f ig u r e h e a d ,  n oth ing  m o r e .  In  
M a r c h  1853, t h e r e f o r e ,  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  l e a d e r  a d d r e s s e d  h i m ­
s e l f  to  Santa  A nna in  a n o tab le  l e t t e r ,  in  w h ic h  h e  o u t l in e d  h is  
p r o p o s e d  p r o g r a m  in  d e ta i l .  ^
San ta  A nna w o u ld  b e c o m e  the d ic ta to r  of M e x ic o ,  w ith  
A la m a n  a s  h is  M in is t e r  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  A l s o  co n ta in ed  
in  th e  l e t t e r  of M a r c h  23 w e r e  s p e c i f i c  p r in c ip le s  of g o v e r n m e n t  
un der  w h ic h  San ta  A n n a 's  d ic t a t o r s h ip  w o u ld  fu n ctio n . T h e  R o m a n  
C a th o l ic  fa ith  w a s  to  p r e d o m in a te  in  M e x ic o ,  on e  o f A la m a n 's  
b a s i c  t e n e t s .  T he  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  be  c e n t r a l i s t i c  to  e n s u r e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  and i t  w o u ld  h a v e  a v a i la b le  the m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g th  
n e c e s s a r y  to e n f o r c e  i t s  w i l l .  A  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  of the g o v e r n ­
m e n t  s t r u c tu r e  w o u ld  b r in g  an  end  to the r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  f e d e r a l  
s y s t e m .  A s  p r o v id e d  by A la m a n ,  s ta te  l in e s  w e r e  to be a b o l ­
i s h e d .  T h is  m o v e  w o u ld  s t r e n g t h e n  the c o n c e p t  of c e n t r a l i s m  
and w o u ld  m a k e  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a r e tu r n  to f e d e r a l i s m  u n ­
l ik e ly .  A l s o  p r o v id e d  fo r  b y  A la m a n  w a s  a  s tr o n g  a r m y  w h ic h  
c o u ld  d e a l  e f f e c t i v e l y  w ith .b a n d its  and In d ia n s .  F in a l ly ,  San ta
3zr
A nna and h i s  c h ie f  a d v i s e r s - - i n  o th er  w o r d s  A la m a n - - w o u ld  
o r g a n iz e  the c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and s e e  to  i t s  fu n c t io n in g  
w ith o u t  the in t e r v e n t io n  o f  the l e g i s l a t i v e  b ra n c h .  The C o n s e r ­
v a t iv e  l e a d e r  le f t  no dou bt that th e  n ew  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  end  
r e p u b l i c a n i s m  and w o u ld  r e p r e s e n t  th e  o u t lo o k s  o f  th e  p r o p e r t ie d  
c l a s s e s  and the c l e r i c s ,  th o se  w ho k n ew  w h at w a s  b e s t  fo r  the  
c o u n try , ^7
A c c o r d in g  to S an ta  A n n a 's  le a d in g  b io g r a p h e r ,  A la m a n 1 s 
l e t t e r  w a s  " m an ly"  and  in  no w a y  f la t t e r e d  the  o n e - t i m e  d ic ta to r .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  m e n t o r  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  that  
the s y s t e m  h e  had p r o p o s e d  w a s  n e e d e d  and that he  c o u ld  im p o s e  
h is  w i l l  on  S a n ta  A nna.
On A p r i l  20 , 1853, S an ta  A nna a s s u m e d  the p r e s i d e n c y  for  
the e l e v e n t h  t im e  in  h i s  c a r e e r .  He did  th is  u n d er  the p r o v i s io n s  
o f  the P la n  de H o s p ic io ,  w h ic h  in  e s s e n c e  w a s  th e  f o r m a l  p r e s e n ­
ta t io n  of A la m a n 1 s l e t t e r  o f  M a rc h  2 3 .  Santa  A nna c a m e  in to  
o f f ic e  u n o p p o sed , e v e n  th ou gh  it  w a s  a c k n o w le d g e d  that he  w a s  
r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r . H o w e v e r ,  h e  r e c e i v e d
47'Wi.ifri.cL H a rd y  C a l lc o t t ,  C h u rc h  an d  S tate  in  M e x ic o  1 8 2 2 -  
1857 (D u r h a m , N. C. , 1926), 220; T o r o ' s  L a  i g l g s i a  y  e l  e s ta d o  
e n  M e x ic o  h a s  the e n t ir e  le t t e r ,  2 0 9 - 2 1 0 ;  Cue C a n o v a s ,  H is  tor  ia  
p o l i t ic a  de M e x ic o , 4 1 7 .
48'Wiifr id  H ard y  C a l lc o t t ,  S an ta  A nna: T h e  S to r y  o f an  
E n ig m a  W ho O n ce  W a s  M e x ic o  (N o r m a n ,  O k lah om a, 1936), 282.
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th e  su p p o r t  o f  the l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t s  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  r e c a l l e d  th at  
in  the p a s t  h e  had p r o m o t e d  f e d e r a l i s m .  T h u s , th e  l i b e r a l s  
a p p a r e n t ly  h o p ed  th at he  m ig h t  d e m o n s t r a t e  s u c h  a  te n d e n c y  a g a in .  
Such w a s  n o t  the c a s e .  F o l lo w in g  the a d v ic e  o f  A lam ein, San ta  
Anna im p le m e n t e d  th e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  p r o g r a m . In  th e o r y ,  a l l  
p o w er  w a s  v e s t e d  in  th e  h an d s o f th e  e x e c u t iv e  b r a n c h  of g o v e r n ­
m en t ,  but S an ta  Anna a p p o in te d  a n  e x c l u s i v e l y  C o n s e r v a t iv e  
a d v is o r y  b o d y  to h e lp  h im  r u le .  In  a d d it io n  to  A la m a n ,  T e o d o s io  
L a r e s ,  H a r o  y T a m a r iz ,  and T o r n e l  c o m p o s e d  the n ew  c a b in e t .
A n  a r m y  o f  a p p r o x im a t e ly  90, 000  m e n  w a s  r e c r u i t e d  to  s u p p r e s s  
any d i s g r u n t le d  l i b e r a l s .  49
The d a y  Santa  A n n a  to o k  o f f i c e ,  A la m a n  i s s u e d  a s t a t e m e n t  
f r o m  the M in is t r y  fo r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  c o n c e r n in g  the t a s k s  w h ich  
fa c e d  th e  n a t io n . H e in f o r m e d  th e  p e o p le  th at th e y  m u s t  p r o g r e s s  
to a h ig h e r  p la n e , th at th e y  m u s t  d e v e lo p  r e s p e c t  fo r  la w fu l  
a u th o r ity ,  fo r  r e l ig io n ,  and fo r  m o r a l i t y .  H e c a l l e d  up on  the  
n ation  to d e v e lo p  c l o s e  t i e s  w ith  t h o s e  p o w e r s  w h ic h  e x p r e s s e d  
f r ie n d s h ip  fo r  M e x ic o .  T he in t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  and the e x t e r n a l  
f r o n t i e r s  of the c o u n tr y  w o u ld  be  g u a r d e d .  A b o v e  a ll ,  A la m £ n
4 9 M a g n e r ,  M en o f  M e x i c o , 3 4 4 -3 4 5 ;  T o r o ,  L a  i g l e s i a  y 
e l  e s ta d o  e n  M e x ic o ,  22 3.
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d em a n d ed  of the p eop le  a r e tu r n  to o r d e r .  50
A lam ein 1 s r e f e r e n c e  to th e  p r o te c t io n  of the n ation 's  
e x te r n a l  f r o n t ie r s  w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  s ig n if ic a n t .  S in ce  th e  end  
of th e  M ex ic a n  W ar, in  s p ite  of m u tu a l d e c la r a t io n s  o f  good  
w i l l ,  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  M ex ic o  and the U n ited  S ta te s  had r a i s e d  
p r o b le m s ,  Ind ian  r a id s  into M ex ic o  fr o m  the U nited  S t a te s  had  
in c r e a s e d ,  and the A m e r ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  did  l i t t le  to s to p  th em .  
M o r e o v e r ,  v a r io u s  f i l ib u s te r in g  a c t iv i t i e s  a g a in s t  M e x ic o  had  
in c r e a s e d ,  and a g a in  the U n ited  S ta te s  a u th o r it ie s  p ro v ed  s lo w  
to a c t .  In turn, the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  ig n o r e d  n u m ero u s  
c la im s  of A m e r ic a n  c i t i z e n s  a g a in s t  it, c a u s in g  the g r o w th  of 
i l l - w i l l  am on g A m e r ic a n s  in  the s o u th w e s te r n  p art of the U nited  
S ta te s ,  F in a l ly ,  the T r e a ty  o f G u a d a lu p e-H id a lg o  le f t  v a r io u s  
t e r r i t o r i a l  q u e s t io n s  u n a n sw er ed .  T h e se  p r o b le m s  w e r e  
p a ra m o u n t w h e n  San ta  Anna c a m e  into the p r e s id e n c y  in  1853.
T h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f an oth er  s e r io u s  c la s h  p r e s e n t e d  p r o b le m s  
for  the w e a k e n e d  M ex ica n  n at ion . T h e r e fo r e ,  the C o n s e r v a t iv e -
50jjn  s ig lo  de r e la c io n e s  in t e r n a c io n a le s  de M e x ic o  (a  
t r a v e s  de lo s  m e n s a j e s  p r e s i d e n c i a l e s ), c o n  un p ro lo g o  por  
G en aro  E stra d o ,  XXXIX e n  A r c h iv e  h i s t o r ic o  d ip lo m a tico  
m e x ic a n o .
5 lR ic h a r d  A . Johnson, "Santa A n n a 's  L a s t  D ic ta to r sh ip ,  
1 8 5 3 -1 8 5 5 ,  " T he S o u th w e s te r n  H is t o r ic a l  Q u a r ter ly ,  XLI, no.
4 (1 9 3 8 ) , 292 .
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le d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Santa A nna s e t  out on a  path of d ip lo m a c y  
w h ich  b o r e  the u n m is ta k a b le  m a r k s  of A la m a n 's  th in k in g . The  
M in is te r  for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  a p p ro a ch ed  the F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  
w ith  an  in t e r e s t in g  p r o p o s it io n .  He s u g g e s t e d  that F r a n c e  m a k e  
an e f fo r t  to i n t e r e s t  S p a in  an d  G reat B r i t a in  in a  c o m b in ed  u n d e r ­
taking to p r o te c t  M e x ic o  f r o m  p o s s ib le  e n c r o a c h m e n ts  by the  
U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t .  In doing th is ,  the th r e e  E u rop ean  
p o w e r s  w o u ld  o f f s e t  U n ited  S ta te s  ga in s  in  the h e m is p h e r e .  
A la m a n  a l s o  took  th is  op p ortu n ity  to  e x p r e s s  to t h e s e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t s  h is  op in ion  of the n e e d  for an h e r e d i ta r y  m o n a r c h  in  
M e x ic o .  H o w e v er ,  none of the p o w e r s  sh o w ed  any  i n t e r e s t  in  
p u rsu in g  th is  m a t te r  at the t im e ,  and i t  w a s  dropped , p rob ab ly  
b e c a u s e  o f  the f a c t  that th e r e  w as  l i t t le  q u e s t io n  the  U nited  S ta te s  
w ou ld  r e s i s t  su c h  an  un d ertak in g . S o m e  e ig h t  y e a r s  la te r ,  
w h en  the U n ited  S ta te s  w a s  e m b r o i le d  in  a  c iv i l  w a r ,  E m p e r o r  
N a p o leo n  III of F r a n c e  w o u ld  put into o p e r a t io n  ju s t  su ch  a p la n  
a s  that p r o p o s e d  by  A la m a n .
B la c k ,  the A m e r ic a n  c o n s u l  in  M e x ic o  w ho had r e c e iv e d  
rea p p o in tm e n t  to h is  p o s t  in  A u g u st  1848, w a s  w e l l  a w a r e  of
52 A la m a n , D o c u m e n to s  d i v e r s o s , A la m a n , C o n f id en tia l  
D e c r e e ,  M ay 2, 1853, I, 5 0 5 -5 0 7 ;  J o h n so n , S o u th w e s te r n  
H is t o r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , X U ,  no. 4, 293; P e r k in s ,  M o n ro e  
D o c tr in e  1 8 2 6 -1 8 6 7 ,  321.
t h e s e  a c t iv i t i e s  on A la m a n 's  p a r t .  To b e g in  w ith ,  B la c k  w a s  
not at a l l  i m p r e s s e d  w ith  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  s e i z u r e  o f  p o w e r ,  and 
h e  did  not a g r e e  w ith  A la m a n 's  c o n ten t io n  th a t  h is  b ra n d  of o rd er  
w a s  w hat M e x ic o  n eed ed . In B la c k ' s  opin ion , "the a f f a i r s  o f  th is  
co u n try  I do not th ink  have  e x p e r ie n c e d  any  fa v o r a b le  r e s u l t  by 
r e a s o n  of the la te  ch an ge  in  th e ir  d o m e s t ic  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s .  " 
A s  h e  saw  it, the g o v e r n m e n t  o f  the P a r t i  do C o n s e r v a d o r  w a s  
not p r o g r e s s iv e ;  r a th e r ,  b e c a u s e  of ob v iou s  w e a k n e s s e s  and un­
p o p u la r ity ,  i t  ". . . m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  to  b r u te  
f o r c e  . . . " in  o r d e r  to m a in ta in  p o w er . ^3
In  r e f e r e n c e  to the e f fo r t  o f  the M ex ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  to  
s e c u r e  the su p p o r t  of F r a n c e ,  Spain, and G r e a t  B r i ta in ,  B la c k  
had m is g iv in g s .  H e in d ic a te d  that th er e  w a s  ta lk  in  th e  c a p ita l  
c o n c e r n in g  the p o l i c i e s  and p r o j e c t s  of the g o v e r n m e n t .  He had  
r e c e i v e d  w o rd  that Santa Anna "has m ad e  a l l i a n c e s  w ith  E ngland,  
F r a n c e ,  and Sp ain , in  o rd er  to  c h e c k  the g r o w th  of the U n ited  
S t a te s ,  and draw  i t s  a tten t io n  f r o m  the I s la n d  of Cuba. . . . " 
B la c k  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  v ie w  that San ta  Anna w a s  a t te m p t in g  to  gain  
r e v e n g e  a g a in s t  the U nited S t a t e s .  A s to the p o s s ib i l i t y  of  
s u c c e s s  or f a i l u r e ,  B la c k  w a s  of the op in ion  th at "in r e g a r d
5 3 N a tio n a l A r c h iv e s ,  D ep t, o f  S tate  MSS, RG  59, C o n su la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  City, B la c k  to W il l ia m  Li. M a rcy , M ay  30, 
1853, X, e n tr y  2 1 .
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to h i s  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  fr o m  o th er  p o w e r s ,  I a m  in ­
c l in e d  to  b e l i e v e  and hope th ey  m u s t  be v i s io n a r y .  " H e c lo s e d  
h is  d e sp a tc h  by  noting that t im e  w o u ld  b e  the ju d ge . 54
W ithout w a rn in g , the im m e d ia te  p lan s  of the C o n s e r v a t iv e s  
r e c e iv e d  a m o r t a l  b low  w h en  A la m a n  d ie d  u n e x p e c te d ly  on  June  
2, 1853. Up to  th e  t im e  o f h is  death , h e  had w o r k e d  d i l ig e n t ly  
and t i r e l e s s l y  to  b r in g  about the fr u it io n  of h i s  p r o g r a m . He  
had c o m p le te d  h is  m a g i s t e r i a l  f iv e - v o lu m e  H is t o r ia  de M e j ic o  
s o m e  w e e k s  b e fo r e ,  and th en  had tu rn ed  a l l  h is  e f fo r t s  to h is  
d u tie s  a s  M in is t e r  for  F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s .  H is  d eath  at a g e  s ix t y -  
one, h o w e v e r ,  ro b b ed  the C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  o f  i t s  m o s t  ab le  
p o l i t i c a l  th in k er  and ta c t ic ia n .  W ithout h is  le a d e r s h ip ,  the  
P a r t id o  C o n s e r v a d o r  f lo u n d e r ed  and w a s  unab le  to c a r r y  out 
h is  p r o g r a m . P l e u r i s y  en d ed  not on ly  A la m a n 1 s l i f e  but a l s o  
en d ed  the r e c o n s tr u c t io n  of th e  M ex ic a n  n at ion  a s  he  e n v is io n e d  
i t - - a  n ation  of o r d e r ,  c e n tr a l iz a t io n ,  and e v e n tu a l ly  m o n a rc h y .
T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  M e x ic a n s  w ho d i s a g r e e d  w ith  A la m a n ,  
e v e n  d is l ik e d  o r  h a ted  h im , but a lm o s t  a l l  th o s e  p e o p le  in v o lv ed  
in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a ir s  r e s p e c t e d  h im , i f  g r u d g in g ly .  It  w a s  r e c o r d e d  
that th e  public  m o u rn in g  in  M e x ic o  C ity  w a s  g r e a t  w h en  the
54ibid.
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p op u lace  l e a r n e d  of h is  d eath  in  the e a r l y  m o rn in g . In d eed , h is
death  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  "una c a la m id a d  p a r a  e l  p a is .  "55
The U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  in fo r m e d  of h i s  death  by
B la ck . H e w r o te  that s in c e  h is  la s t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  on  M ay 30,
"one of the m a in  p i l la r s  o f  the then  e x i s t in g  M ex ica n  C abinet,
D on L u c a s  A la m a n , M in is te r  of F o r e ig n  R e la t io n s  h a s  b e e n
r e m o v e d  by death" due to  a  lung in f la m m a t io n .  B la c k  v ie w e d
the la te  M in is t e r  a s  an a b le  m a n , and n o te d  that
M r. A la m a n  had long b e e n  known a s  a  p r o m in en t  
m a n  and p o l i t i c ia n  in  th is  country , a n d  a s  a 
l e a d e r  of the m o n a r c h a l  / s i c /  (or a s  i s  h e r e  
c a l le d  the C o n s e r v a t iv e )  p a r ty  he  w a s  c o n ­
s id e r e d  a s  a m a n  of g r e a t  in s tr u c t io n  an d  c a p a c ity  
and n oted  fo r  a f i r m n e s s  and u n ifo r m ity  in  h is  
p o l i t i c s ,  and  n e v e r  has  b e e n  known to  fo r s a k e  
the p a r ty  u n d er  w h o s e  b an n er , he f i r s t  e n r o l le d  
h im s e l f ,  and though h is  p o l i t i c a l  c r e e d  and id e a s  
w e r e  not o f  th is  cen tu ry , - -h e  has b e e n  d is t in g u is h e d  
fo r  h is  l i t e r a r y  a c q u ir e m e n ts ,  and a s  an  h i s t o r i a n - - 
though fr e q u e n t ly  c a r r i e d  too far b y  p a r ty  S p ir it .
B la c k  fu r th er  o f f e r e d  the o p in io n  that th e  C o n s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty
and the Santa A nna g o v e r n m e n t  w ou ld  f in d  i t  "very  d i f f ic u l t  if
not im p o s s ib le "  to f in d  a r e p la c e m e n t  o f  h i s  a b il ity . T hus,
B la c k  s u g g e s t e d  that A la m a n 's  death  w o u ld  h ave  a p rofou n d
e f fe c t  in  M ex ic o :  "his d ea th  m a y  have a  te n d e n c y  to  ch a n g e
th e  o rd er  of th in g s ,  - -an d  c o m p e l  the G o v e r n m e n t  to  a d o p t  a
S S A la m a n , O b r a s ,  I, l v i i - l v i i i .
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n ew  an d  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  'p r o g r a m m a '  fo r  th e  c o u r s e  to  be  
p u r s u e d  in  f u tu r e ,  m o r e  in  u n i s o n  w i t h  the p r e s e n t  S ta te  of  
C iv i l i z a t io n .  "56
A n  a r t i c l e  in  a  M e x ic o  C ity  n e w s p a p e r  a n n o u n c in g  A l a m a n 1 s 
d e a th  c o r r o b o r a t e d  m u c h  o f  B l a c k ' s  th in k in g . I t  w a s  n o ted  th a t  
A la m a n ,  th e  o u t s ta n d in g  m e m b e r  o f  the C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r ty ,  
h a d  b e e n  a b u lw a r k  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  c o u n tr y .
H e w a s  a m a n  d i s t in g u i s h e d  b y  h i s  c o n s t a n t  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  A lth o u g h  o f t e n  m a l ig n e d ,  h e  h a d  t im e  and  
a g a in  b e e n  p r o v e d  c o r r e c t .  A n  o u ts ta n d in g  l i t e r a r y  f ig u r e ,  h e  
w a s  a l s o  the a b le  l e a d e r  of h is  p a r t y .  The a r t i c l e  c o n c lu d e d  
w it h  th e  s t a t e m e n t  th a t  " su  m u e r t e  e n  e s t a s  c i r c u m s t a n c i a  d e ja  
un  v a c i o  e n  e l  p a r t id o  c o n s e r v a d o r ,  y  e n  e l  g a b in e t e ,  que s e r a  
d i f i c i l  r e e m p l a z a r  . . .  .
W ith  A la m a n  g o n e ,  S an ta  A n n a  no lo n g e r  f e l t  r e s t r a i n e d ,  fo r  
the M in i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  w a s  th e  o n ly  m a n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  
c a p a b le  o f  c o n t r o l l in g  h im .  H e f o r g o t  abou t th e  i m p o r t a t io n  of  
a  f o r e i g n  p r in c e  an d  in s t e a d  to o k  the t i t l e  "H is  M o s t  S u p r e m e
^ N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  D e p t ,  o f  S ta te  M SS, R G  59 , C o n s u la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  C ity , B la c k  to  M a r c y ,  Ju n e  4 , 1 8 53 , X ,  
e n t r y  2 2 .
S ig lo  D ie z  y  N u eve  (C iudad  M ex ico ) ,  June 3, 1853,
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H ig h n e s s .  " B y  1854, he  had  a l ie n a t e d  th o se  m i l i t a r y  and C on­
s e r v a t iv e  P a r ty  e le m e n ts  w h ic h  had e x p r e s s e d  lo y a l t y  to h im  in  
con ju n ction  w ith  A la m a n 's  p r o g r a m . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the s a le  o f  
the M e s i l l a  V a l le y  to the U n ited  S t a te s ,  n e g o t ia te d  by the A m e r i ­
can  c o m m is s io n e r  J a m e s  G adsden , p r o v e d  to be  th e  f in a l  b low .  
The l ib e r a l  e le m e n ts  w e r e  ab le  to  r i s e  a g a in s t  h im , and the  
R e v o lu t io n  o f A yutla  r e s u l t e d  in  h is  f in a l  o v e r th r o w . The A g e  




It i s  d if f ic u lt  to a s s e s s  the p o l i t i c a l  and d ip lo m a t ic  c a r e e r  
of A la m a n  in  t e r m s  of s u c c e s s  or fa i lu r e .  T h ere  i s  l i t t le  doubt  
that he w a s  a cap a b le  p o l i t ic ia n ,  or  that he w a s  one of the b e tte r  
th in k e r s  in h is  c o u n try  d u rin g  the f i r s t  h a lf  of the n in eteen th  
cen tu r y .  He e x p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  to im p r o v e  the lo t  of the n ation  
and to m ak e  M e x ic o  a s tr o n g e r  co u n try . He w a s  h o n o ra b le ,  
in d u s tr io u s ,  and d e te r m in e d .  U nder th e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  then ,  
i t  w o u ld  s e e m  that A la m a n  sh ou ld  h ave  m a d e  g r e a t  co n tr ib u t io n s  
to h is  n a t ion 's  p r o g r e s s ;  Y e t  th is  d o e s  not ap p ear  to  be the c a s e .
B e tw e e n  1821 and 1853, M ex ic o  e x p e r ie n c e d  d if f icu lt  t i m e s .  
W ith the c u lm in a t io n  of the in d ep en d en ce  s tr u g g le  in  1821,
M e x ic a n s  lo o k ed  to  the fu tu re  w ith  h op e . H o w e v er ,  the s i tu a t io n  
in  the c o u n try  so o n  b e c a m e  c o n fu s in g . Ind iv idual p o l i t ic ia n s  in ­
d ic a te d  that th ey  w e r e  m o r e  in t e r e s t e d  in  p e r so n a l  g a in  th an  in  
n a tio n a l s e c u r i t y .  The M ex ic a n  p eop le  su d d en ly  w e r e  c o n fro n ted  
w ith  a l e a d e r s h ip  v o id . S t i l l ,  one m a n  s e e m e d  c a p a b le  of e f f e c t iv e  
le a d e r s h ip ,  and h is  c o m p e te n c e  w a s  in d e e d  r e c o g n iz e d  by  h is  
p e e r s .  But A la m a n 's  g o a ls  fo r  M ex ic o  d id  not c o r r e s p o n d  to  the
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p r e v a i l in g  p o l i t i c a l  m o o d  o f th e  t i m e s ,  n or  d id  th e  nation, a p p e a r  
to  b e  c a p a b le  o f  e m b a r k in g  u p o n  the c o u r s e  h e  e n v i s io n e d .  
A lth o u g h  he d o m in a te d  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  in  1 8 3 0 - 1 8 3 2 ,  an d  w a s  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  a c t i v e  in  im p o r t a n t  o f f i c a l  u n d e r t a k in g s  b e t w e e n  
1821 an d  1853 , A la m a n  w a s  u n a b le  to  b r in g  a b o u t  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a m e l i o r a t i o n  o f h i s  n a t io n 's  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  an d  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n d i t io n s .
T h is  i s  not to  s a y  th at A l a m a n 1 s in f lu e n c e  and e m i n e n c e  
w e r e  n o t  a s  s t r o n g  a s  w a s  in d ic a t e d  th r o u g h o u t  th is  t r e a t i s e .  
In d e e d ,  a s  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  h e  w a s  g iv e n  n o t i c e a b l e  d e f e r e n c e ,  
and h e  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  r e s p e c t e d .  B u t a s  r e v e a l e d  b y  h i s  a tt i tu d e  
t o w a r d  M e x ic a n - U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e l a t i o n s ,  A la m a n  d id  n o t  r e f l e c t  
the w i s h e s  and th e  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  th e  a v e r a g e  M e x ic a n  c i t i z e n .  
He r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  w e l l - t o - d o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c l a s s e s  o f  th e  
n a t io n .  T h e s e  w e r e  p e o p le  w h o  h a d  l i t t l e  to  g a in  an d  m u c h  to  
l o s e  i f  M e x ic o  i m p le m e n t e d  a w o r k a b le  d e m o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  of  
g o v e r n m e n t .  T o  A la m a n ,  the U n it e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and  
n a t io n  a s  w e l l ,  p r e s e n t e d  a t h r e a t  to  th is  g r o u p .  T h u s ,  h e  
w o r k e d  to  p r e v e n t  th e  in i t ia t io n  o f  c l o s e  t i e s  b e t w e e n  the tw o  
c o u n t r i e s ,  c o n te n d in g  th at h i s  a c t io n s  w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  th e  
fu tu r e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  the M e x ic a n  n a t io n .
A la m a n ,  a s  n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  h ad  c e r t a i n  j u s t i f i a b le  f e a r s  
c o n c e r n in g  the in t e n t io n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  to w a r d
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h is  cou n try . T h e  a c t io n s  of P o i n s e t t  an d  B u tler  b e t w e e n  1825  
and 1834 le f t  no doubt that th e ir  n a t io n  w a s  d e te r m in e d  to  a b sorb  
the p ro v in c e  o f T e x a s ,  and c o n c e iv a b ly  o th er  M e x ic a n  t e r r i t o r y .  
In d eed , A la m a n 's  f e a r s  and w a r n in g s  w e r e  b orn e  out b y  the  
r e s u l t s  of the M e x ic a n  W a r . M any M e x ic a n s ,  in  fa c t ,  w e r e  
c o n v in c e d  that A la m a n  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h e e d e d  a s  he  in v e ig h e d  
a g a in s t  the d a n g e r s  a f fo r d e d  b y  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .
On the s u r f a c e ,  A la m a n 's  p o l i t i c a l  and  d ip lo m a t ic  e f fo r t s  
a g a in s t  the U n ite d  S ta te s  a p p e a r  to h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r ta k e n  due  
to a p a tr io t ic  d e s i r e  to p r o t e c t  h is  n a t io n . P e r h a p s  in  p a r t  they  
w e r e .  But he a l s o  had o th er  m o t i v e s  in  m in d , p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  
r e f e r e n c e  to M e x ic o ' s  p o l i t i c a l  fu tu r e .  H e w is h e d  to  p r o t e c t  
h is  co u n try  f r o m  the U n ited  S t a t e s ,  to  b e  su r e ,  but n o t  f o r  the  
p u r p o se  o f g u a r a n t e e in g  the s u r v i v a l  o f  th e  R ep u b lic .  R a th e r ,  
he h op ed  to o f f s e t  the U n ited  S t a te s  d ip lo m a t ic  e f f o r t s  in  o rd er  
to s a f e - g u a r d  the g o a l  he had  for  the c o u n t r y - - c e n t r a l i s m ,  or 
e v e n  a m o n a r c h y .
The e f f o r t s  of the U n ite d  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  b e t w e e n  1825  
and 1835 f a c i l i t a t e d  A la m a n ’s p r o g r a m .  H ad a f e e l in g  o f  
c o o p e r a t io n  and g o o d  w i l l  p r e v a i l e d  b e t w e e n  M e x ic o  a n d  the  
U n ited  S ta te s ,  i t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  that the tw o  nations m i g h t  have  
r e a c h e d  an  a m ic a b l e  s o lu t io n  to th e ir  p r o b le m s .  T h is  i s  
a s s u m in g  that th e  U nited  S t a t e s  w o u ld  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m o r e
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w i l l in g n e s s  to r e s p e c t  th e  r ig h ts  an d  w i s h e s  of th e  M ex ic a n  
p e o p le .  A s  i t  w a s ,  P o i n s e t t  and B u t le r  im m e d ia t e ly  a n ta g o n iz ed  
th e  M e x ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  and, in  d o in g  so ,  p la y e d  in to  the hands  
of A la m a n .
It w a s  h i s  d e s ir e  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t r o n g ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  in  M e x ic o ,  and to  m a k e  the n a t io n  in d u s t r ia l ly  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .  
M o r e o v e r ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  h e  w a s  w i l l i n g  to im p le m e n t  a m o n a r c h y .  
But the L a t in  A m e r i c a n  n a t io n s  o n ly  r e c e n t ly  h a d  s t r u g g le d  to 
th row  off the yoke of c o lo n ia l  c o n tr o l ,  w h ic h  w a s  th e  e p ito m e  o f  
c e n t r a l i z a t io n  and m o n a r c h y .  If A la m a n  had a t t e m p te d  to c r e a t e  
a M ex ic a n  n a t io n  m a r k e d  b y  c e n t r a l i s m ,  th is  m ig h t  v e r y  w e l l  
h a v e  e n g e n d e r e d  r e s i s t a n c e  fro m  o n e  or  s e v e r a l  o f  the o ther  
L a tin  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  H o w e v er ,  b y  w o rk in g  to w a r d  h is  
g o a l  w h i le  c la im in g  th a t  h e  w as  a t t e m p t in g  to th w a r t  th e  i m ­
p e r i a l i s t i c  d e s ig n s  of th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  he  d i s g u i s e d  h is  true  
m o t i v e s .
In a l l  o f  th is  a c t iv i t y ,  Alam&n w a s  lo y a l  to h is  p r in c ip le s  
and b e l i e f s ,  and he n e v e r  p re te n d e d  th a t  he d e s i r e d  anything  
but a  s t r o n g ly  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t  fo r  M e x ic o .  H is  fo r te  
w a s  in  h i s  a b i l i ty  to c a l l  a tten tio n  to  U n ited  S ta te s  th r e a t s ,  
thus a r o u s in g  e m o t io n a l  su p p o rt  and ju s t i fy in g  th e  n e e d  for  
o r d e r .  C e r t a in ly  he h a d  supp ort in  h i s  w o rk . B u t how m a n y  
p eo p le  su p p o r te d  A la m a n  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p r o g r a m  p e r  s e ,  and
334
how m an y  su p p o rted  h is  s u g g e s t io n s  out of f e a r  of the U n ited  
S ta tes  ?
If A la m a n 's  s u c c e s s  is  ju dged  on the b a s i s  of h is  a b i l i ty  to 
m a in ta in  am ong M e x ic a n s  a f e a r  of the U n ited  S ta te s  b e tw e e n  
1825 and 1844, th en  he w a s  s u c c e s s f u l .  M o r e o v e r ,  the U n ited  
S ta te s ,  a s  in d ic a te d  above , d id  l i t t le  to c o n tr a d ic t  A la m a n 's  
p r e a c h m e n ts .  On the oth er  hand, i f  A lam ein i s  judged on the  
b a s is  of w h a t  he did to im p r o v e  the c o n d it io n s  of h is  c o u n tr y m e n  
during the th r e e  d e c a d e s  of h is  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty ,  h e  did not 
s u c c e e d .
T hroughou t a l l  of th is ,  the k e y  to A la m a n 's  outlook w a s  the  
r o le  o f  the U nited  S ta te s  g o v e r n m e n t  and p e o p le .  He n e e d e d  a 
s tr a w m a n  to knock  down, and the U n ited  S ta te s  p roved  to  be  
that fo r  h im .  B y  p r e se n t in g  the U n ited  S ta te s  to the M e x ic a n  
people  a s  a th rea t  to  th e ir  f r e e d o m  and s o v e r e ig n ty ,  he  w a s  
able  to in d u ce  im p o r ta n t  s e g m e n ts  of the p o p u la ce  to su p p o rt  
h is  c o n s e r v a t i v e - c e n t r a l i s t  d o c tr in e s .  T h u s, i t  i s  u n d ers ta n d a b le  
that he n e v e r  in d ic a te d  any w i l l in g n e s s  w h a ts o e v e r  to t r e a t  w ith  
the A m e r ic a n  a g e n ts  in  an u n b ia sed  fr a m e  of m in d . B u t A la m a n  
w as not p r a c t ic in g  d e cep tio n , for  he b e l i e v e d  in  what h e  w a s  
doing. T o  h im , f e d e r a l i s m  w a s  in d ee d  a d a n g ero u s  s y s t e m ,  
and the U n ited  S ta te s  w a s  h is  p ro o f  of th is .  T he o rd er  o f  
m o n a r c h ic a l  E u rop e  w a s  A la m a n 's  g o a l ,  though h is  n ation
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did not h a v e  the o v e r - a l l  s t a b i l i t y  to e n a b le  h im  to im p le m e n t  
h is  s y s t e m .
It sh o u ld  a l s o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  th at in  s p i te  o f  h is  e m in e n c e  
and in f lu e n c e ,  A la m a n  w a s  n e v e r  a l l - p o w e r f u l  in  M e x ic o .  It  
i s  tru e  th a t  th o se  e l e m e n t s  w h ic h  he  r e p r e s e n t e d - - t h e  w e a l th y  
u p p e r c la s s ,  the C h u r c h  h ie r a r c h y ,  and the m i l i t a r y  h i e r a r c h y - -  
w e r e  in  the m o s t  a d v a n ta g e o u s  s o c i a l  and e c o n o m ic ,  thus  
p o l i t ic a l ,  s i tu a t io n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th rou gh ou t h i s  c a r e e r ,  
A la m a n  w a s  n e v e r  f r e e  fr o m  l i b e r a l  e x c o r ia t io n .  F o r  h is  
s y s t e m  to h ave  s u c c e e d e d ,  he  n e e d e d  the s u p p o r t  o f  the m a s s e s ,  
o r  at l e a s t  th e ir  n e u tr a l i ty .  A s  lon g  a s  the l i b e r a l s  w e r e  a b le  
to s u s t a in  t h e m s e l v e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e y  c o u ld  p r e v e n t  A la m a n 's  
s u c c e s s .  He w a s  a w a r e  o f th is  fa c t ;  th us , he  u t i l i z e d  the  
n a t io n a l f e a r  of the U n ited  S ta te s  th r e a t  to  p r o m o te  h is  s y s t e m ,  
equating  th e  M e x ic a n  l ib e r a l s  w ith  A m e r i c a n s  of the s a m e  
p o l i t i c a l  p e r s u a s io n .  And it  c a n n o t  be  d e n ie d  th at A la m a n  w a s  
ab le  to c o n v in c e  m a n y  of h is  c o u n tr y m e n  th at th e r e  w a s  in d e e d  
an  im m in e n t  th r e a t  p o i s e d  in  the n orth . T h e  l o s s  o f  T e x a s  and  
the h u m il ia t io n  a c c r u in g  fr o m  the M e x ic a n  W a r , in  fa c t ,  b o r e  
th is  out.
T hus i t  w a s  that fo r  th ir ty  y e a r s  h e  w a s  a b le  to  p la y  a  m a jo r  
r o le  in  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  a f f a ir s  o f  h i s  n a t io n . B e c a u s e  he  w a s  an  
h o n o ra b le  m a n , he  w a s  in  turn a b le  to p e r s u a d e  m a n y  o f  h is
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f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s  that h i s  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  w a s  the r ig h t one fo r  
M e x ic o .  H e put n a t io n a l  h o n o r  a b o v e  a l l  e l s e ,  and to  h im  h on or  
w a s  s y n o n y m o u s  w ith  c o n tr o l  and o r d e r .  H e w a s  s i n c e r e l y  c o n ­
v in c e d  th at h i s  s y s t e m  sh o u ld  b e  im p le m e n te d ,  and he  saw  ifa 
the U n ited  S t a te s  b o th  a  th r e a t  to  the s y s t e m  and an op p ortu n ity  
to  b r in g  h i s  w o r k  to  f r u i t io n  b y  u s in g  that n a t io n . In r e a l i t y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  by  o p p o s in g  c l o s e  t i e s  w ith  the U n ite d  S t a te s ,  he  w a s  
in  e f f e c t  t r y in g  to d en y  th e  p r e s e n t  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  p a s t .  Indeed,  
A la m a n , w h o s e  th in k in g  w a s  a k in  to that p r e v a le n t  in  th e  s e v e n ­
te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  w a s  a t te m p t in g  to s u p e r im p o s e  the p a s t  on  the  
p r e s e n t .  T h a t he n e v e r  w a s  a b le  to d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  th in g s  
o f  the p a s t  and  th in g s  of th e  p r e s e n t  w a s  h i s  u l t im a te  f a i lu r e .
S E L E C T E D  B IB L IO G R A P H Y
T he s c h o la r  w h o  u n d e r ta k e s  a  s tu d y  o f  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  
n in e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  M e x ic a n  p u b lic  f ig u r e  w i l l  l ik e ly  e n c o u n te r  
n u m e r o u s  f r u s t r a t io n s  in  t e r m s  o f  m a n u s c r ip t  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  
a v a i la b le .  T h e  a r c h iv e s  o f  M e x ic o  C ity , a s  th is  w r i t e r  d i s ­
c o v e r e d ,  a r e  i m p r e s s i v e l y  s to c k e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  th e y  p r e s e n t l y  
a r e  not y e t  w e l l  o r g a n iz e d .  M a t e r ia l s  a r e  not s u f f i c i e n t ly  
c a ta lo g e d ,  and m a n y  h o u r s  o f t e n  a r e  s p e n t  in  s e a r c h  o f  a  m a n ­
u s c r ip t  in  the A r c h iv o  N a c io n a l ,  w h ic h  w h e n  found, i f  a t  a l l ,  
m a y  or  m a y  not be  u s e f u l .  M o r e o v e r ,  th e  b u lk  of th e  s o u r c e  
m a t e r i a l  in  th e  A r c h iv o  N a c io n a l  r e l a t e s  to  the  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d .  
The s ta f f  i s  a lw a y s  e f f i c i e n t  an d  w i l l in g  to  h e lp  to  w h a t e v e r  
e x te n t  p o s s i b l e ,  i t  m ig h t  b e  a d d ed .  The s i t u a t io n  in  th e  A r c h iv o  
de la  B ib l io t e c a  N a c io n a l  de M e x ic o  is  b e t t e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  in  c o n ­
ju n c t io n  w ith  th is  p a r t ic u la r  t o p ic ,  m a n u s c r ip t  s o u r c e s  p r o v e d  
to  b e  r a r e .  A  stu d y  on A la m a n 's  e c o n o m ic  and in d u s t r ia l  
p o l i c i e s ,  on th e  o th er  hand, c o u ld  e a s i l y  b e  r e s e a r c h e d  f r o m  
th e  L a fr a g u a  C o l le c t io n  o f the B ib l io t e c a  N a c io n a l  a lo n e .
One of th e  m a in  p r o b le m s  o f r e s e a r c h ,  p r e v i o u s l y  a l lu d e d  
to in  th e  b o d y  of the p a p er ,  h a s  to  do w ith  the f a c t  th a t  th e  
A r c h iv o  de R e la c io n e s  E x t e r i o r e s  i s  not o p e n  to a l l  s c h o l a r s .  
W ith ou t dou bt th is  a r c h iv a l  h o ld in g  w o u ld  p r o v e  to  b e  a  v e r i t a b le  
g o ld m in e  of A la m a n 's  d ip lo m a t ic  m a n u s c r ip t s  and d o c u m e n ts .  
M any o f h i s  o f f i c i a l  p a p e r s  a r e  fou nd  in  h i s  c o l l e c t e d  w o r k s ,  
but I a m  c o n v in c e d  th at th e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e  in  th is  a r c h i v e s .
E x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of S ta te  m a n u s c r ip t  h o ld in g s  
in  th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  in  W a sh in g to n , D . C. , r e s u l t e d  in  the  
d i s c o v e r y  o f  m a n y  o f A la m a n 's  d ip lo m a t ic  l e t t e r s .  B ut t h e r e  
i s  no r e c o r d  o f an y  o f h is  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  in  the  
N a tio n a l  A r c h iv e s  or in  the L ib r a r y  of C o n g r e s s  M a n u s c r ip t  
D iv i s io n .
B y  fa r  th e  m o s t  v a lu a b le  m a t e r i a l s  u t i l i z e d  in  th is  s tu d y ,  
in  a d d it io n  to  the d ip lo m a t ic  d e s p a t c h e s  o f th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  
a r e  A la m a n 's  ow n w o r k s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  the m o s t  p a r t  
c o l l e c t e d  and p r in te d .  A  p o r t io n  o f t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  i s  a l s o  
a v a i la b le  in  m a n u s c r ip t  f o r m  in  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  L ib r a r y  
a t  A u s t in .  M uch  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  fo r  th is  to p ic  w a s  in  f a c t  fou n d
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in  p r in te d  f o r m  and h a s  p r o v e d  qu ite  a p p l ic a b le  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  
th is  t r e a t i s e .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  tr u e  of A la m a n 's  w r i t in g s  
an d  th e  v a r ie t y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  d o c u m e n t s .  It i s  b e l i e v e d  by  
th is  w r i t e r  that m o s t  s e c o n d a r y  m a t e r i a l s  r e f e r r i n g  in  s o m e  
w a y  to A la m a n  h a v e  b e e n  e x a m in e d .  F o l lo w in g  i s  a  l i s t  o f  
s o u r c e s  and w o r k s  e x a m in e d  a n d /o r  u t i l i z e d .  I t  sh o u ld  b e  n o ted  
th a t  th e  D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o ,  and th e  C o n s u la r  
D e s p a t c h e s ,  M e x ic o  C ity , a r e  p a r ts  o f  the D ip lo m a t ic  D e s p a t c h e s ,  
L a t in  A m e r ic a ,a n d  the C o n su la r  D e s p a t c h e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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m a r r i e d  to  th e  f o r m e r  M is s  D ana T o w n e s  o f  M cC o m b  and is  
the fa th e r  of tw o d a u g h te r s .  C u r r e n t ly  on  the h i s t o r y  fa c u lty  
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